ye, 
a a 


o, 
4 % 
wie 


i 
- 
) 


— 
2 MR take 


® , 
P 
home. 


AN 


| INTRODVELONT ADDRESRe 


ON OCCASION OF THE OPENING 


OF THE 


GENERAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 


OF THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


IN THE 


“9 
a UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


DELIVERED IN 


Trinity Church, in the City of New-York, on Monday 
Evening, the 11th of March, 1822. 
——iae 
BY JOHN HENRY HOBART, D.D. 


Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of New-York, and 
Professor of Pastoral Theology and Pulpit Eloquence, 


—~<g=-— 


Published at the Request of the Trustees. 


NEW-YORKE: 


PRINTED BY T. AND J. SWORDS, 
No. 99 Pearl-street, 


4822. 


fs eh YF 
WORE he #7 


ui ey 


4 


‘ite ‘ re ia > 


Aa aa 
ving bas 3 


Pei 


ih ara. sat ‘babe =i 


nine 


ADDBESS. 


Tue event that calls us together is a sub- 
ject of real congratulation. An institution, or- 
ganized by the Church in her highest‘ legisla- 
tive council with a unanimity and cordiality 
that could not have, been anticipated, has com- 
menced its operations in this city under au- 


‘spices that promise not to disappoint the ex- 


pectations of its founders and patrons. . Here 
is the sacred school in which are to be trained 
the heralds of the cross, we hope, to the latest 
generations. Here is the fountain, drawing, we 
trust, its living waters from the throne of God, 
whence are to proceed those streams of divine 
truth and knowledge that are to refresh and 
gladden the Zion of the Lord, the city of our 
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God. When we look back to the chance and 
difficulties, may I not say,— 


Varios casus, et tot discrimina rerum, 


through which our course has tended to this 
happy consummation, were this an heathen 
temple, and we the ignorant worshippers of the 
powers that rule the destinies of the world, we 
should have less than pagan piety if we did not 
here rear an altar, and hymn the strains of gra- 
titude to 


 Diis faventibus”—the favouring Gods. 


But witnessing in the event that now calls us 
together, so propitious to the future welfare 
of the Church, (to use the memorable words of 
an Episcopal Father* in grateful reference to 
the happy termination of this. most important 
and much agitated business,) “ a verifying of _ 
the. promise of the great Head of the Church, 
of his being with her alway, even to the end 
of the world;” surely we cannot fail to pour 
forth the devout effusions of our souls. “ Hi- 
therto hath the Lord mi us’ — Let us give 
thanks unto his name.’ | 

At the opening then of the institution under 
its new organization, the result of a spirit of 


* Bishop White, of Pennsylvania. 
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honourable: compromise, which (again to use 
the words of the same venerable Episcopal 
Father) “ merged local attachments in the 
great object of the general good,”* and which, 
having gratified the reasonable wishes of all, 
unites the hearts of all; it would seem proper, 
with the view of confirming our confidence 
and affection, and animating our zeal and ex- 
ertions, to consider the General ‘Theological 
Seminary of our Church, in reference 

To its oBJECTS, 

To its PRINCIPLES, 

To its RESULTS, and 

To its MEANS. 


* Tt is due to the Bishops and delegates of the eastern dio- 
cese and of Cnnecticut, to state, that though from local con- 
siderations they must have preferred the continuance of the 
seminary at New--Haven, they supported in the Convention, 
on the grounds of the general good of the Church, its removal 
to New-York. The Bishop of the Church in Connecticut in 
particular, was cordial in his promotion of that measure, and 
his exertions active and influential. Having earnestly advo- 
cated, for reasons which, detailed elsewhere, it is unnecessary 
here to repeat, the establishment of a diocesan seminary in 
New-York, I trust I may be permitted to observe, that the 
measure of the consolidation of this with the general seminary 
on correct principles, was suggested in my address to the 
Convention of that diocese, which met a short time before the 
General Convention, and received their unanimous approba- 
tion: and that the constitution of the general seminary, as 
finally adopted by the General Convention, is in all its essen- 
tial features that which was advocated on the part of New- 
York in the committee who reported it. These circumstances 
are mentioned as evidence that the diocese of New-York was 
not backward in the great measure of general conciliation on 
this interesting subject. 
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The opsects which it proposes are, - 
A learned ministry, Ss 
An orthodox ministry, 

A pious ministry, and 
A practical ministry. 


A learned ministry— 

Learned in human science—but especially in 
that which is strictly theological. 

The Christian minister, “ giving himself 
wholly to his office, applying himself to this 
one thing, and drawing all his studies this 
way,”* must value human science, and seek 
its attainment, principally on account of its 
-subserviency to the cause of divine truth. And 
in this view, and with this motive, there is no 
branch of knowledge which, in different de- 
- grees, according to its more immediate appli- 
cation to the great objects of the ministry, the 
minister of Christ ought not to cultivate, as his 
means and opportunities may admit. 

In the seminary which we now present to 
your notice, we trust will be nurtured up seribes, 
furnished in all things, human and divine, for 
the work of their Master. ‘Those, well ac- 
quainted with the book of nature, and able 
from it to illustrate and enforce the word of 

God—Those, skilled in the original and re- 


* Ordination Office. 
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lated languages in which that word was pro- 
mulgated, and thus competent in all cases to 
vindicate the integrity of the sacred text, and 
accurately to ascertain, and conclusively to de- 
fend its genuine meaning—Those, able, from 
their knowledge of history and its connected 
sciences, to show the harmony between the nar- 
rations and the facts in the sacred volume, and — 
the occurrences and particulars that strike us in 
the profane records of nations—Those, con- 
versant in that luminous internal and external 
evidence which establishes and attests the truth 
of Christianity, against all the objections of 
scepticism; and in that interesting science of 
ethical and intellectual philosophy, which, set- 
ting forth the various views of moral obligation, 
reduces them all to the standard of the will of 
the supreme Lawgiver, the Maker, the Sove- 
reign, and the Judge of his intellectual creatures; 
and which, tracing through their minute and 
intricate, but important operations, the powers 
of the human mind, proves from analysis what 
revelation supposes and asserts, the freedom 
and the accountability of the immaterial and 
immortal agent within uu—Those, thoroughly 
versed in the pandects which exhibit the various 
controversies concerning the sublime truths 
of theology, and which, from the chaos in 
which the fallible reason, and the corrupt pride 
and passion of the human mind have involv- 
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ed them, luminously educe and arrange the 
essential principles of Christian verity, and fix 
them bright and stable as the throne of the 
Eternal—Those, familiar with the principles of 
that society which its divine Founder consti- 
tuted as his Church, the channel of his merey 
and grace to the world, and with all the varying 
events which alternately nlunged it in suffering, 
or elevated it with triumph ; obscured it with 
heresy, or brightened it with truth ; rent it with 
schism, or united it in apostolic peace and order; 
disfigured it with superstition, or adorned it with 
the primitive beauties of holiness—Those, im- 
bued with that ancient and modern lore which 
strengthens the mind with those just opinions, 
enriches the imagination with that splendid im- 
agery, and refines the taste with those exquisite 
delicacies of sentiment and language, which, 
when aiding sacred eloquence, make it some- 
times the master of the heart, that would not do 
homage to its native power—Those, furnished 
with the rules and models by which excellence 
is attained in the art of composition, and which 
are transferred and applied to the theological 
dissertation or the practical sermon; and inti- 
mately acquainted with all those means by 
which pastoral intercourse is to be rendered 
successful in ministering to the spiritual wants, 
and to the consolation and happiness of the 
Christian flock. This is the learning which, we 
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irust, growing with the growth and strengthening 
with the strength of our infant institution, will 
render its sacred scholars the conclusive vin- 
dicators of the divine origin of the religion 
which they teach; the able expositors of its 
hallowed code, and promulgers and defenders 
of its doctrines; profound, eloquent, practical 
‘ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mys- 
teries of God.” | 

For to form orthodox, as well as learned cler- 
gymen, will be the object of this seminary. 

Orthodox, not according to individual opi- 
_nion, but to those principles which, drawn from 
the sacred oracles, and receiving the Junction 
of the great body of Christians in every age, and 
handed down from the Apostles’ times, are em- 
bodied in the articles and liturgy, and illustrated 
in the homilies of the Church. The doctrines 
which shine conspicuous in these venerable 
formularies, and which are expressed in them 
with a simplicity, force, and pathos, that render 
them universally interesting as standards of 
truth and guides of devotion, it will be the great 
object of this seminary to inculcate, to explain, 
and to defend. Acquainted with their evidences, 
their nature, and practical importance, with 
the danger of the errors that have obscured 
them, with the fallacy of the objections that 
have assailed them, we trust the clergy here 
educated will be conspicuous, and firm, and 


( 10 ) 


persevering teachers of those doctrines which 
constitute the Gospel the power of God unto 
salvation—of the truth which lies at the basis of 
this sacred system, the corruption and sinfulness 
of man, attested by his heart and his con- 
science, by observation and experience—of his 
recovery from this lapsed state, and his restora- 
tion to the forfeited favour of his Maker, through 
a lively and operative faith in the divine me- 
diation of that eternal Son of the Father, 
who, sustaining the penalties and performing 
the requisitions of the divine law, vindicated 
the infinite justice and holiness of the divine 
government; and thus making atonement for 
iniquity, is mighty to save us from our sins, be- 
ing God over all; and is touched with a feeling 
for our infirmities, being man, clothed with our 
nature—of the incomprehensible, but powerful 
influences of that divine Spirit, by which, in 
perfect consistency with the free powers of the 
human mind, its errors are rectified, its corrupt 
passions renewed, and all its powers and prin- 
ciples devoted to the service of the first and 
best of Beings, the Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier of man, and to the “ love of the 
things which he commands, and te the pur- 
suit of that which he does promise”—and 
finally, of the necessity of union with the mini- 
stry, in the participation of the ordinances of 
that spiritual society, the body of Christ, 
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through which, from him, its head, the merits of 
his obedience and death, and the efficacy of his 
divine grace, are applied and conveyed to the 
faithful. These are the truths which, strictly 
evangelical, proclaiming as they do the glad 
tidings of pardon, and holiness, and immorta- 
lity; to guilty, corrupt, and perishing man, and 
agreeable, as far as reason can comprehend 
them, to all her dictates, and exalting and con- 
firming all her wishes and hopes, we trust, the 
institution, whose organization we now cele- 
brate, will send forth heralds to proclaim with 
fidelity, with fervour, and with triumph to the 
world. 

-. And to do this, they must have experienced | 
the renovating and holy efficacy of these truths 
on their own minds, and hearts, and lives, 

The ministry here educated must be a pious 
ministry. , 

It must be a pious ministry, or all its learn- 
ing, and ali its orthodoxy, will be but “as 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal.” We may 
display, brethren of the clergy, the learning of 
Gamaliel and the eloquence of Paul; we may 
even preach with the fervour and the force of the 
seraph ; but if our tempers and our lives prove 
that the truths and duties which we inculcate 
have no efficacy on our own characters and 
conduct, is it in human nature to regard our 
instructions, or to profit by our exhortations ? 
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Let, then, the banner with which every herald 
of the cross who is here trained advances to the 
work of his Master, bear the lustrous inscription, 
Holiness unto the Lord. Let his holiness be that 
which is derived from the principle of an en- 
lightened and firm faith in the truths and pro- 
mises of the Gospel—that which is excited, and 
strengthened, and preserved by constant de- 
pendance on the secret but powerful influences 
of the divine Spirit enlightening the thoughts 
of his mind, confirming the purposes of his will, 
sanctifying the affections of his heart, and lead- 
ing him, the foremost of his flock, in the ways of 
God’s laws, and in the works of God’s com- 
mandments. Let it be a holiness, which, en- 
abling him to rejoice in the testimony of a con- 
science void of offence, and in the hope of the 
divine favour, presents constantly that serene, 
that peaceful, that cheerful, and yet that digni- 
fied aspect, which secures admiration, while it 
sheds around its celestial serenity, its peace, its 
cheerfulness, its dignity. Let it be a holiness, — 
which, prompting in all circumstances the right 
purpose, unappalled by opposition, undismayed 
by odium, meekly and prudently, but firmly 
pursues that purpose to its failure or to its ac- 
complishment— 


Justum et tenacem propositi 

Non civium ardor prava jubentium, 

Non vultus instantis tyranni, 
Mente quatit solida. 
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Let it be a holiness, which, the bright ex~ 
ample of the patient endurance of the trials of 
life, and the moderate and thankful enjoyment 
of its numerous blessings, while it sojourns, 
contented and cheerful, in this vale of its proba- 
tion below, lifts its aspiring eye to that lofty re- 
gion of unmingled felicity for which it is des- 
tined, and draws from thence its most triumph- 
ant consolations and its purest joys. Let this 
be the holiness with which, through the divine 
blessing, this seminary invests its pupils; and 
they will teach, and they will preach, the most 
impressive lessons in their tempers, in their de- 
portment, in their lives. : 

And yet one characteristic more must distin- 
guish them to consummate their usefulness— 
they must be practical ministers. 

Practical—as it respects the judicious appli- 
cation of their talents and knowledge to preach- 
ing, and to the discharge of parochial duties. 

In preaching, carefully avoiding all needless 
exhibition of critical skill, all those ingenious 
and refined speculations, and all those meretri- 
cious arts of gesture or of style, which seek, 
and can answer no other purpose than to ad- 
vance personal fame and secure popular ap- 
plause; and presenting the truth as it is. in 
Christ Jesus, according to the varying circum- 
stances of their flocks, with all the illustrations 
indeed which useful learning can furnish, with 
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all the force which just reasoning cah urge, 
with all the ornaments which a correct imagin- 
ation can suggest, and with all the grace and 
energy which an impassioned elocution can 
inspire, but with that simplicity which, in 
“¢ Man or woman, but most of all 


*¢ In man, that ministers 
*¢ In sacred things,” 


delights and charms, and in the preacher edi- 
fies and triumphs; for it proves, in all, the 
entire absence of every selfish or sinister mo- 
tive; and in the preacher, the total forgetful- 
ness of himself in the overwhelming and su- 
preme solicitude to save the souls of those to 
whom he preaches. And, 

Practical also must the minister be in the 
judicious application of his talents and know- 
ledge to the discharge of his parochial duties— 
in establishing the religious principles of the 
young, by catechetical lecturing and instruc- 
tion—in dispensing to the sick and the afflicted 
the warnings and the consolations with which 
his Master has charged him—in removing the 
doubts of the wavering, answering the cavils 
of the sceptical, correcting the errors of the 
uninformed or the perverse, admonishing the 
careless and the secure, guarding the weak, 
and fortifying the timid—and in administering 
to the edification and the comfort of all, accord- 
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ing to their respective circumstances, by pasto- 
ral counsel and friendly conversation. 
Learning and orthodoxy may enable him 
with whom the charge of the sacred oracles is 
committed, to prove their divine origin, to illus- 
trate and to explain their meaning, to unfold 
their hidden beauties, to exhibit, and to main- 
tain, and to vindicate their doctrines against all 
the objections with which they may be assailed 
by the pride and power of human talent, or the 
corrupt passions of the human heart. And happy 
the Church whose endowments, while they fur- 
nish the means of thus providing learned and 
orthodox champions of the Christian faith, af- 
ford to them the leisure uninterruptedly and 
solely to devote themselves to the task of de- 
fending its momentous truths. But it is only 
under ministers thus practical that learning, and 
orthodoxy, and piety will be instrumental in 
enlarging the fold of Christ, and in bringing the 
flock committed to the Christian pastor to that 
ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ, so 
that there be no place left among them for error 
in religion or for viciousness in life.”* And it 
can scarcely be necessary to mention, that in 
the peculiar circumstances of our own country, 
where an enterprising population advances into 
the uncultivated wilds far beyond the provisions 


* Ordination Office. 
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that exist for their religious instruction, a prae-. 
tical ministry must appear of peculiar and in- 
dispensable importance. | 

A learned, an orthodox, a pious, and a prac- 
tical ministry are the objects of the General 
Theological Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. 


What are the principLes by which the insti- 
tution is to be guided in the attainment of 
these objects ? 

These principles may be viewed— 

In reference to the general administration 
of the institution; and 7 

In reference to the important business of 
instruction. 


It must be obvious, that an institution having 
in charge the training of the ministry, and thus 
deeply affecting the interest of the whole Church, 
ought to be conducted on principles that secure 
to every diocese an influence proportioned to 
its numbers, and to the contributions which it 
offers; and also to the various orders in the 
Church their just weight in its concerns. This 
arrangement affords the best security for such 
an administration of the affairs of the institu- 
tion, as will secure the confidence and the sup- 
port of those who are interested in it, and the 
peace and order of the Church at large. And 
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happy are we to say, that these principles are 
recognized in the constitution by which the se- 
minary is to be governed, and in the mode par- 
ticularly by which the board of trustees is con- 
stituted. In this body, power is so distributed 
among the bishops, the clergy, and the Jaity, as 
to afford the highest security for a judicious ma- 
nagement of the concerns of an institution, in 
which are essentially involved the purity, the 
prosperity, and the stability of our Church. 

The instruction pursued in the institution, we 
trust, will ever keep in view, the truths of Scrip- 
ture, as maintained by the Church universal, and 
professed in this apostolic branck of it; and the 
ministry, and ordinances, and worship, which, as 
to their essential parts, have the same divine 
and primitive authority. 

That particular churches, that particular 
communities of Christians may err, and have 
erred in the interpretation of the sacred writ- 
ings, it would be absurd to deny. But that the 
Church universal, that the great body of Chris- 
tians in the early ages, and in all places, errone- 
ously interpreted the sense of Scripture, it 
would be equally irrational to maintain. This 
would prove, that the Bible is indeed a sealed 
book, and that its meaning cannot be ascer- 
tained. Credible witnesses as the primitive 
Fathers of the Church were, as to matters of 
fact, from their acknowledged fidelity and piety, 
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whatever in relation to matters of opinion may 
have been in some cases their erroneous views, 
wherever we find them concurring in the fact of 
the prevalence of a doctrine or institution, with- 
out any notice of its introduction, we refer that 
doctrine to the Bible, and that institution, if not 
to the same sacred origin, to apostolic practice. 
The rule of faith which Vincent of Lerins, 
a Christian writer of the fifth century, lays 
down, of believing whatever was received—~ 
“semper, ubique, ab omnibus,” always, every 
where, and by the great body of Christians— 
makes the Church universal of the early ages 
the safe expositor of holy writ, while it destroys 
the claims of particular Churches to credibility, 
when opposed to this universal faith; and utterly 
subverts the claims to infallibility of the Church 
of Rome. It is on this principle that our Church 
receives the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, which 
were early received in the Church universal, as 
authentic summaries of Christian doctrine. And 
taking these as more fully drawn out in her ar- 
ticles and liturgy, for the standard of Christian 
truth, our theological seminary, thus receiving 
the doctrines of Scripture as exhibited in the 
faith of the first ages, and handed down to the 
present times, will be preserved from those 
heresies which, though they appeared in the 
Church at an early period, were then con- 
demned as pestilent corruptions of the Gos- 
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pel, and have since, at particular times, de- 
formed portions of those who bear the Christian 
name. 

The ministry, as subsisting in three orders, 
with the power, exclusively in the first order, of 
supremacy in government, and of transmitting 
from the divine Head of the Church the com- 
mission which is essential to the exercise of the 
ministry; and the ordinances and worship that 
distinguish her, our Church maintains on the 
ground, that they are in all essential parts agree- 
able to Scripture, and supported by the best 
commentary on Scripture, the practice of the 
first and purest ages of Christianity. It will be 
the duty, and it will prove the safety and the 
happiness, we trust, of all who are concerned 
in this institution, either as instructors or as 
pupils, to seek for “ the old paths, for the good 
way, and to walk therein.’’* 

* The study of the Fathers of the Church, is recommended 
inthe course of theological study established by the House of 
Bishops “ as one of the best expedients for guarding the student 
against many errors of modern times;”’ and the same sentiment 
is thus forcibly expressed by a divine of the Church of Eng- 
land, the Rey. William Reeves, whose invaluable treatise on 
“the right use of the Fathers,” prefixed to his translation of the 
Apologies of Justin Martyr, &c. &c. should be carefully studied 
by every candidate for holy orders. ‘ I would wish to infuse 
an ambitious warmth in the younger clergy of entering upon 
the study of divinity, with the Scriptures in conjunction with 
the Fathers, and to form their notions and fashion their minds 
by the doctrine and example of Christ and his apostles, and the 
noble army of martyrs; and not to take up, and quench their 


thirst with the corrupted streams of modern systems.” Rev. 
Wm. Reeves, on the right use of the Fathers, page 79. 
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What may we expect will be the resutts of 
an institution, conducted on the PRINCIPLES, - 
and attaining the opsecrs which have been 
exhibited to your . 

We anticipate the most exalted resuLts— 

In the promotion of the sos interests of so- 

ciety, | 

In advancing the spiritual interests of ‘man- 

kind, and 

In securing the extension and prosperity of 

our own Church. 

In providing a learned, orthodox, pious, and 
practical ministry, you veintdis for society firm 
supporters of its laws and its order, able teach- 
ers, both by precept and example, of all those 
virtues and duties which strengthen and adorn 
the various relations of life, and render them a 
source of exalted enjoyment. Never existed a 
nation which did not find it necessary to bring 
in the aid of the ministers of religion to the 
laws and the government which bound them 
together. And “ obedience for conscience sake” 
is the duty which Christian ministers enforce 
with motives addressed to the reason of men; 
while the teachers of false religions appealed 
only to their superstitious fears. 

But in providing a learned, orthodox, pious, 
and practical ministry, you furnish able guar- 
dians of the spiritual interests of mankind— 
their comforters in adversity—the sharers: of 
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their joys in prosperity—their guides through 
the doubts, the changes, the sins, and the sorrows 
of the world, to him who is mighty to save them, 
to that heaven where he will give them an eter- 
nal and glorious rest. You provide pastors to 
excite, and nourish, and preserve your virtues— 
to carry light, and hope, and consolation to the 
couch of sickness, harassed by doubts and 
fears—and attending on the last scene of nature, 
to open to the departing spirit the glories of eter- 
nal day, and to bid it—Go—go in peace, in hope, 
in triumph, and be for ever with the Lord. 
Eminently fitted as our Church is from her 
evangelical doctrine, her pure worship, her di- 
vinely constituted ministry and apostolic ordi- 
nances, her decent and orderly rites, to take a 
leading station in the great work of securing to 
mankind the blessings of religion; 2m her exten- 
sion and advancement we anticipate another 
important and interesting result from the suc- 
cess of the theological seminary which she has 
established. ' | 
Furnish her with a clergy of learning, of 
sound principles, of pious and practical zeal, 
who will exhibit her worship and ordinances in 
their primitive excellence and beauty, who 
will proclaim and defend her doctrines with 
talent, and with force and persuasion, and who, 
in the spirit of their ordination vows, will be an 
example of holiness in their private character, 
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and of fidelity in their professional duties—and 
our Church will advance in general estimation 
and confidence. Many are the once beautiful 
sanctuaries in some parts of our country which 
now lie in ruins, and there is no commissioned 
servant of the Most High to repair them. Many 
are the scattered members of our communion, 
where there is no shepherd to recall them to 
that fold which they have left, not from choice, 
but from necessity. For them, for the increas-; 
ing population of our country, for our old esta- 
blished congregations, we want a learned, or- 
thodox, pious, and practical ministry. And for 
this purpose we must have a theological semi- 
nary, affording to the students all the means 
and the motives to improvement, and qualify- 
ing them by the labours of learned and faithful 
professors for their sacred work. 

The resutts then of accomplishing the 
objects for which this institution is to be esta- 
blished are of the most important nature, in- 
volving the temporal and the spiritual interests 
of mankind, and the extension and prosperity 
of that Church which is eminently fitted for the 
great work of extending the truths and blessings 
of the Gospel of Christ. 


It becomes then an interesting inquiry— 
By what means: are these oxpsects to be ac-~ 
complished, and these REsuLTs attained? 
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By the contributions and the exertions a 
Churchmen in general ; 

By the fidelity of the trustees ; 

By the talents and attention of the professors 

of the seminary ; 

By the diligence and piety of the students. 

1. Funds will be wanted, and necessarily 
large funds—for the support of professors—for 
the aid of necessitous students—for furnishing 
a library—and, in time, for the erection of 
buildings. diet 

‘The range of science embraced in the insti- 
tution is necessarily so extensive, comprehend- 
ing the departments of Hebrew and Greek lite- 
rature—of Biblical learning, and the interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures—of the evidences of 
revealed religion, and of moral science in its 
relations to theology—of systematic divinity— 
of ecclesiastical history, and the nature, minis- 
try, and polity of. the Church—of pastoral the- 
ology and sacred rhetoric—that sound policy 
dictates their distribution among several profes- 
sors. And these it would be desirable to main- 
tain independently of any parochial duties, that 
they may give themselves wholly to their im- 
portant studies and labours. The professors of 
Biblical learning and of systematic divinity, 
and of Hebrew and Greek literature,: receive 
salaries, and they have no professional avoca- 
tions but those connected with the seminary: 
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their. salaries, however,. are not such as their 
important stations demand. The department 
which 1 occupy not requiring so large an 
appropriation of time and labour, the duties of 
it are discharged, and will continue to be dis- 
charged, gratuitously. But it would be very 
desirable to make such an appropriation to. the 
professor of ecclesiastical history as would en- 
able him, by the application of an equal portion 
of his parochial salary, to release himself from 
the weight of parochial duties, if an arrange- 
ment could be made for this purpose, with those 
concerned. Nor is it reasonable to expect, nor 
would it be honourable to the seminary, to re~ 
ceive, for any length of time, any considerable 
appropriation of the time and labours of a pro- 
fessor without a suitable remuneration. 
Provision for the Branch School which was 
established. by the New-York seminary previ-’ 
ously to its junction with the general seminary, 
is understood to be one of the conditions of the 
union. And the advantages of an education for 
the ministry somewhat more retired than is 
practicable ina city, but, as far as circumstances 
admit, not less complete and solid, are so nu- 
merous, that no hesitation in the opinion of 
many friends of the Church ought to exist to 
extend to this branch school some portion of 
patronage ; particularly as in reliance on the 
pledged faith of the New-York seminary consi- 
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derable expense has been incurred by indivi- 
duals at Geneva, in the erection of a building 
in which accommodations are to be provided 
for the theological students. The arguments for 
cherishing the Branch School derive additional 
force from the prospect, that the academy at 
Geneva will obtain a charter of incorporation 
as a college; in which case it must appear of 
immense importance that the students for the 
ministry who may be educated there, should 
have the means of continuing their studies in 
the Theological School, the reciprocal influence 
of which, and of the college upon each other, 
will be in many respects highly beneficial. 
The interest of the present funds of the in- 
stitution, including the valuable bequest of its 
generous benefactor,* is inadequate to dis- 
charge the salaries pledged to the professors. 
It is understood that the funds contributed as 
capital shall be preserved inviolate. Unless, 
therefore, further funds to a considerable 
amount be procured, the trustees, so far from 
being able to extend salaries to those of the 
professors whose services are gratuitous, or to 
increase those which are now pledged, will be 
compelled to diminish these small stipends. 
This is an event which would most sensibly 


* Jacob Sherred, Esq. of the city of New-York, whose 
bequest amounts to about $ 55,000. 
dh. 
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affect the character and interests of the institu- 
tion, if not ‘prove fatal to ‘its, very existence. 
And..if Episcopalians permit one of; the best 
hopes of the Church to languish or. to perish, 
well may her friends take up the voice of la- 
mentation over her prveiate interests and: ati 
faded: honour. Ay 

But funds are wanted for ce sport of 
necessitous students. 

Jt is an obvious truth, that talents may. exist 
in humble stations, shich; if cultivated and 
strengthened by education, would be fitted for 
the highest investigations of science, and. the 
most. useful professional labours. | Some of 
the most eminent individuals who have bene- 
fited and adorned the Church and the state, 
have been taken from obscure life, and received: 
their education on some of those numerous 
literary and theological foundations which :are 
the just pride of the nation from which we 
are descended... Repeated instances have come 
within the knowledge of him who addresses you, 
and doubtless similar ones within the knowledge 
of others, of young men of talents; who, ani-~ 
mated by a pious zeal to: devote themselves-to 
the high and disinterested duties of the ministry, 
have been compelled to relinquish their ardent 
wishes; or in the attainment of them, to struggle 
with the oppressing difficulties of narrow and 
inadequate resources. What more poignant to 


( 27 ) 

those’ sensibilities which generally beat most 
lively. in the bosom which talents and piety ele- 
’ yate and warm? These are cases, which appeal 
to our hearts: as well as to our understandings. 
And the heart instantaneously suggests, what 
the understanding: sanctions and ‘confirms—we 
must have funds to save the necessitous youth 
of piety and talent from the pain of blasted 
hopes or>chilling dependance, and to enable 
him ‘to carry into effect his holy purpose—a 
purpose which God me and which God 
will reward. - 

Funds will be wanted for stented the 

hbrary. « 

The scarce and vadonaite books. whith origi- 
eit belonged to Trinity Church, in this city; 
those of high merit and value, which were the 
gift to the seminary, when at New-Haven, of 
several benevolent individuals, and particularly 
of one who has devoted himself to the interests 
of this’ institution with a generous zeal which 
characterizes all his efforts in works of public 
spirit, and: piety, and benevolence, constitute 
a respectable foundation for a theological. li- 
brary.* But several additional copies of many 
of the books in the library are wanted for the 


* The volumes belonging to the seminary before its removal 
from New-Haven, amount to about 1000. The library which 
Kelonged to Tiinity Chiirch, in the city of New-York, to about 
the same number. There is also a smal} library in the Branch 
School at Geneva. 
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accommodation of the students; and the whole 
collection, valuable as it is, would appear insig- 
nificant, when compared with those magnificent 
libraries that adorn the halls of some of our uni- 
versities and colleges. And in every thing that 
can contribute to the usefulness and honour of 
this institution, our ambition should not — 
us to be surpassed. re 

Funds will also be wanted for the evectial of 

buildings commensurate with the wants 
and with the future celebrity, as we trust, 
of the institution—in due season. 

T say, in due season. For the erection of suit- 
able buildings, however convenient, is the last 
object which, as I believe, the trustees of the 
institution contemplate. The valuable lots 
which are the gift of a generous individual,* af- 
ford an eligible site for this establishment; and 
it certainly is to be desired, that instead of the 
present inadequate accommodations, a small 
building, part of a larger plan such as the ho- 
nour of the institution and the pride of this flou- 
-rishing metropolis would eventually demand, 
containing a chapel for worship, and library and 
recitation halls, could as soonvas possible be. 
erected on this site. Policy, as well as conve- 
nience, dictate this measure, — would 


* Clement C. Moore, Esq. Sixty-two lots were given ‘by 
him eligibly situated on the North River, about one mae ei 
an half from the iad Hall. 
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probably very materially tend to bring into 
productive use the lots which now yield no 
revenue. 


Next to contributions to its funds, the ad- 
vancement of this institution will depend on 

The fidelity of its trustees, 

And the talents and attention of its professors. 

The stations and characters of the former 
will afford the surest pledge of their fidelity to 
the institution which they have in charge. ‘They 
will consist of those who fill the first stations 
in the Church, and exercise its highest powers ; 
of clergymen nominated by the respective dio- 
ceses, and approved by the General Convention 
of the Church’; and of laymen selected in a 
similar manner. Many of its present governors 
are known to have taken a deep and active 
interest in the institution before its removal ; 
and it would be unpardonable in me not to 
bear testimony to the distinguished zeal and 
ability with which the others supported the 
measures prosecuted: in this diocese for theolo- 
gical learning. ‘The interest and the zeal of all 
are now firmly united in an institution which is 
the undivided object of their earnest solicitude, 
their generous exertions, and, may I| not add, 
their prayers.* 


* The following Gentlemen compose the Board of Trustees 
—The Right Rev. William White, D. D.. Bishop of the Dio- 
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> Of the talents and attention of:the professors 
obvious reasons will prevent me from saying, 
on this occasion, all that truth would sanc- 
tion. Enjoying the full confidence of those 
who appointed them, this circumstance. affords 
a pledge of the fidelity with: which they will 
discharge their duties. . And | trust. 1 may. be 
permitted to bear my testimony, formed on a 
long. and intimate acquaintance, to their high 
and meritorious qualities. . Satisfied | am, that 
such is their zeal forthe great interests of theo: 


cese of Pennsylvania; the Right Rey. John Henry Hobart, 
 D—. D. ‘Bishop of the Diocese of New-York; the Right Rev. 
Alexander Viets:Griswold, D.D. Bishop of the Eastern Dio- 
cese; the Right Rev. Richard Channing Moore, D. D. Bishop 
of the Diocese of Virginia; the Right Rev. James Kemp, D. D: 
Bishop of the Diocese of Maryland; the Right Rev. John Croes, 
D.D. Bishop of the Diocese of New-Jersey; the Right Rev. 
Nathaniel Bowen, D. D. Bishop of the Diocese of South-Caro- 
lina; the Right Rev. Philander Chase, D. D. Bishop of the Dio- 
cese of Ohio; the Right Rev. Thomas Church Brownell, D. D. 
LL.D. Bishop ‘of the Diocese of Connecticut—The Rev. 
Samuel F, Jarvis, D. D. David Sears, George Sullivan, of 
Massachusetts.—Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, of Rhode-Island.— 
Rev. Daniel Burhans, Rev. Harry Croswell, Rev. Birdsey G: 
Noble, Richard Adams, Jonathan Ingersoll, Samuel W. John- 
son, Nathan Smith, of Connecticut.—Rev. William Berrian, 
Rev. William Harris, D. D. Rev. Thomas Lyell, Rev. James 
Milnor, D. D. Rev. Henry U. Onderdonk, M. D, Rey. Jona- 
than M. Wainwright, David S. Jones, Edward R. Jones, Isaaé 
Lawrence, Brockholst Livingston, ‘Henry M‘Farlan, Thomas 
L.. Ogden, Wright Post, Nehemiah Rogers, Thomas 8. Towns 
send, John Wells, of New-York.—Rev. Charles H. Wharton, 
D. D: of New-Jersey.—Rev. George Boyd,’ Rev. Jackson 
Kemper, John Read, of Pennsylvania.—Rey. William E, 
Wyatt, D. D. Thomas S. Key, of Maryland.—Rev. William 
H. Wilmer, D. D, Charles F. Mercer, of Virginia.—Duncan 
Cameron, of North-Carolina.—Rev. Christopher E. Gadsden, 


D.D. William Heyward, of South-Carolina. °° 
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logical learning, that the promotion of these 
interests constitutes their highest. motive: for 
engaging in their arduous duties; and the suc- 
cess of their labours in training a learned, or- 
thodox, pious, and practical ministry will form 
their highest reward.* 


* The following are the Professors in the’ Institution.—In 
the city of New-York-—The Right Rev. Bishop Hobart, Pro: 
fessor of Pastoral. Theology and Pulpit Eloquence; the Rev. 
Samuel H. Turner, D. D. Professor of Biblical Learning and, 
the Interpretation of Scripture; the Rey. Bird Wilson, D. D, 
Professor of Systematic Divinity; the Rev. Benjamin T.. On- 
derdonk, Professor of the Nature, Ministry, and Polity of the 
Christian Church, and of Ecclesiastical History ; Mr. Clement 
C. Moore, Professor of. Hebrew and Greek Literature; Mr. 
Gulian C. Verplanck, Professor of the Evidences. of Revealed 
Religion, and of Moral Science in its, relations to Theology.. 
The Rev. Henry J. Feltus, Librarian,.—In the Branch School 
at, Geneva—The. Rey. Daniel. M‘Donald, D. D. Professor of 
the Interpretation of Scripture, Ecclesiastical History, and. the 
Nature, Ministry, and Polity of the Christian Church; the 
Rev, John Reed, Professor, of Biblical Learning; the Rey. 
Orin Clark, Professor, of Systematic Divinity and Pastoral 
_As it is desirable that Episcopalians in every part of the 
country, should possess full confidence in the professors of an 
institution having in charge the most important interests. of the 
Church, I hope f shall be, excused for stating the opinion en- 
tertained of their character and qualifications where they are 
ROOWRy ine Bice We woubhstoweld ius 6 Stok 

_ dt.is a happy circumstance that the Seminary at its opening 
in New-York,, could immediately avail itself of the erudition 
and experience of the Professor of Biblical, Learning and the 
Interpretation of Scripture, who-has already established.a.re- 
putation for talents as eminent. in his professional, as he has 
uniformly enjoyed for his many. virtues in private life. 

_._ The Professor of Systematic Divinity, whom it, has been m 
pleasure to; know and to, esteem from our-earliest years, was, 
distinguished for the clearness and the strength of intellect, and 
the-accuracy of reasoning which he displayed in a high legal 
Station; and he brings his eminent qualifications of mind and 
of-heart to, the duties of the sacred. profession to which he has 
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But, young. gentlemen, STUDENTS OF THE 
SEMINARY, Be 

It is_of importance that you should bear in 
mind, that vain will be the contributions of 


devoted himself, in one of the most important departments in 
the Seminary. 

Intimately associated as I have been, for many years, with 
the Professor of Ecclesiastical History, in a parochial charge, 
I have long held in the highest esteem—his elevated piety, the 
strength of his understanding, and his disinterested and ardent 
exertions for the Church, whose interests few are more capa- 
ble of advancing, from respectability of talents and theological 
attainments. 

It is, | think, honourable for our Church, that laymen are to 
be found disposed and qualified to take part in the important 
labours of theological education. The Professor of Hebrew 
and Greek Literature enjoys deserved reputation for his attain- 
ments in this department. The son of the late eminent Bishop 
of this diocese, he resembles his venerated father in the excel- 
lent traits of his mind and character, and in sincere devotion to 
the interests of religion and the Church.’ 

I should deem myself censurable if I did not bear my testi- 
mony to the eminent qualities and worth of the layman who 
has consented to devote a portion of his time to the important 
department of the Evidences of Christianity and of Moral Sci- 
ence in its relations to Theology. It is my pleasure to rank 
him among my intimate friends; and I well know the sincerity 
of his Christian faith, the purity of his character, and the ex- 
cellence of his heart. With a mind rich in various literature, 
he possesses that readiness and accuracy of perception, that 
power of reasoning, and that elegance of taste, which qualify 
him for profound research and for high efforts of literary genius. 
His first ambition, I firmly believe, is to be instrumental in ad- 
vancing the best interests of his fellow men and of his coun- 
try; and this motive, united with his ardent love for truth, has 
induced him to undertake the professorship in the Theological 
Seminary of the Evidences of Christianity and of Moral Science 
in its connexion with Theology; subjects on which he has 
already bestowed much thought and investigation, and for in- 
struction in which he is in all respects qualified. 

The acting professors in the Branch School, at Geneva, are 
the professors of Ecclesiastical History and of Systematic Di- 
vinity, whom I have long known and valued for their excellent 
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a generous community, vain the fidelity of the 
governors of the institution, and the talents and 
attention of the professors, and blasted their 
hopes, and the hopes of the Church, if there 
be wanting in you the diligent pursuit of your 
studies, and the serious and constant cultiva- 
tion of all pious dispositions and holy habits. 

{ need not lay before you in detail what you 
have doubtless before this, long and well con- 
sidered, and what will be the subject of your 
future attention in the course of your studies, 
how high the dignity, how weighty the office 
and the charge for which you are preparing, 
and to which, in due time, you will be called— 
“to be messengers, watchmen, and stewards 
of the Lord, to teach and to premonish, to feed 
and provide for the Lord’s family ; to seek for 
Christ’s sheep that are dispersed abroad, and 
for his children who are in the midst of this 
naughty world, that they may be saved through 
Christ for ever.’* | 

Oh! who among us can realize this office 
and this charge, and not be almost overwhelm- 
ed with the awful responsibility which they 
involve. There is One who can make us suffi- 


talents and attainments. Sound in their principles and primi- 
tive in their piety, the friends of that establishment may be as- 
sured of the faithful devotion of these professors to its interests, 
and of the increasing zeal and ability with which they will con- 
duct its instruction. 
~ ® Ordination Office. 
5 
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cient for these things; or who would not shrink 
from the work? Realize, young gentlemen, 
daily and constantly, its nature and its respon- 
sibility; that you may daily and constantly, 
looking to the source of your strength and con- 
solation, labour to prepare yourselves for the 
discharge of its momentous duties. Furnished 
as you will be with all the means of advancing 
in the great work of theological science, it 
would be disgraceful to you to suppose for a 
moment that you will fail in the disposition, or 
relax in your diligent and unremitted exertions, 
to avail yourselves of them. Destined to be the 
ministers of a Church which, when we identify 
her in her evangelical doctrines, her apostolic 
ministry, and her dure and primitive worship, 
with the venerable Church from whom she 
boasts her origin, stands foremost among the 
Churches of Christendom, we call on you to 
rouse a holy ambition, not to disgrace, by super- 
ficial attainments, by error in doctrine, or levity, 
or unholiness in life, her elevated character, her 
_ sacred cause. Go back to the first ages of Chris- 
tianity, and contemplate the learning and the 
eloquence of an Origen and a Tertullian, a 
Cyprian and a Jerome, a Basil and a Chrysos- 
tom, an Athanasius and an Augustine. Bring 
often to view the constellation of divines, that 
adorned and adorns the Church from which 
you are descended, illustrious in talents, learn- 
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ing, and in eloquence; and aiming at their 
learning and eloquence, be emulous also, with 
equal fidelity and zeal, to come forward in the 
world, the champions of the Christian faith. 

But, my young friends, unhallowed will be 
the ambition which devotion to the glory of 
God does not guide and sanctify. It will not, 
like the holy inspiration from heaven, warm, 
and brighten, and purify; but, kindled at the 
impure altars of the world, it will consume and 
destroy. Be on your guard, then, against world- 
ly ambition—be on your guard even against 
literary and theological fame: love it indeed, 
and cherish it—it leads to generous and ardent 
exertions; but love and cherish more—love and 
cherish supremely—the approbation of your 
Master, the promotion of his glory, and the sal- 
vation of the souls of your fellow men. With 
_ that Master hold constant intercourse, not only 
in the worship and ordinances, which it is not 
to be supposed that you would neglect, but in 
stated private devotion and in secret prayer: 
and in short ejaculations, taken from the de- 
votional language of Scripture, or from the in- 
imitable forms of the Church, lift up your hearts, 
even in the midst of your studies and your du- 
ties, to heaven—to your Saviour and your God. 
Of prayer it.may be said with more than poetic 
truth, 


‘* —-» ardent, it opens heaven, lets down a stream 
** Of glory on the consecrated hour 
** Of man in audience with the Deity. 
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Amidst the investigations and high plea- 
sures of literary and theological science, never 
forget, that with the humblest individual, to 
the salvation of whose soul. your labours will 
be hereafter directed, you must, as sinners, 
rely for pardon on the’ atonement, and for 
sanctification on the grace of the divine Me- 
diator. Fading are those wreaths of glory that 
crown the successful. competitors in the race, 
the worthiest that worldly ambition can pursue, 
of literary fame. But there is a promise in 
which mere worldly ambition has no part— 
“ They that turn many to righteousness shall 
shine as the stars for ever and ever.” Be emu- 
lous of this glory, my young friends; and God 
grant that it may reward the arduous but exalt- 
ed labours of that ministry which is your choice; 
and for which, we trust, you will be here ho- 
nourably fitted. ‘The Lord bless you and keep 
you—The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you and be gracious unto you—The Lord lift 
up the light of his countenance upon you and 
give you peace.* 


* The following is a list of Students now attending the Semi-' 
nary in New-York—Seth W. Beardsley, New-York; Augustus 
L. Converse, New-York; Robert B. Croes, New-Jersey; Ed- 
ward K. Fowler, New-York; Thomas T. Groshon, New-York ; 
Lemuel B. Hull, Connecticut; William S. Irving, New-York ; 
Levi S. Ives, New-York 3 William Jarvis, Connecticut ; Sa 
muel R. Johnson, New-York ; William L. Johnson, New- 
York; Samuel Marks, Pennsylvania; Henry M. Mason, Penn- 
syly ania Matthew Matthews, Pennsylvania; Sylvester Nash, 
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-Prorie oF THE concREGATION—through you 
1 would address—Cuurcumen at large. Whe- 
ther this institution is to shine forth in health. 
and in vigour, the pride of the Church, depends 
on your exertions and on your contributions in 
its behalf. It cannot be that the descendants 
of those who have raised in another nation the 
noblest monuments of literary and religious be- 
nevolence, will permit the present effort to 
transmit to posterity the blessings of divine 
truth, to fail at the outset. It cannot be that 
the sons of the purest and most primitive Church 
in Christendom will be outdone in pious zeal 
by other communities of Christians. The se- 
minary which we have presented to you, with 
reference to its objects, its principles, its re- 
sults, and its means, is calculated and designed, 
in its organization and in all its arrangements, 
to advance that Gospel of Christ which, while 
it is the power of God unto salvation, affords 
the only security for social order, for the per- 
fection, dignity, and happiness of man. Is 


Virginia; William T. Potter, Massachusetts; Samuel G. Ray- 
mond, New-York; George M. Robinson, New-York; William 
Shelton, Connecticut; Edward Thomas, South-Carolina; 
Henry J. Whitehouse, New-York; Job L. Yvonet, New-York. 

At the date of the last report from the Branch School, at. 
Geneva, the following were Students—William Bostwick, 
Marvin Cady, John A. Clark, Thaddeus Garlick, John Ga- 
vott, Burton H. Hecock, Orsimus H. Smith, Richard Salmon, 
Tra White—in addition to which, Alanson Bennet, Seth 
Davis, and Henry Gregory, were daily expected; all the 
aboye are of the state of New-York. ' 


ss 


there an individual who will not devote to such 
an institution his persevering, unremitted, and 
liberal exertions; and who will not offer up 
for it, with more fervour than even for the best 
civil institution of his country, the prayer— 


ESTO PERPETUA. 


Yes, blessed Lord, who didst shed thy blood, 
and constitute thy Church for the salvation of 
lost man, be with this seminary, the sacred 
nursery of the ministers of thy Church—be with 
it, by thy protecting Providence, thy guiding 
and governing Spirit, “ aALWAY, EVEN TO THE 
END OF THE WORLD.” 
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An Office of Devotion, consisting of Collects from the Litir- > 

gy, with other appropriate Prayers, was drawn up for the 

Seminary, when at New-Haven, by Bishop White, of Penn- 

sylvuania. After the delivery of the forepsing Address, the 
following Prayer, taken from that Office, was used. 


OST gracious Father, who by thy blessed Son our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, didst commission thy holy 
Apostles, and through them a succession of Pastors, to 
the end of time, to proclaim to the world the know- 
ledge of salvation through a Redeemer; we implore 
thy blessing on this Seminary, instituted with a view 
to the same ministry of the Gospel. May the hearts 
and the hands of thy people be open with supplies for 
the carrying of the design into effect. May the Trus- 
tees and the Professors be endued with fidelity and 
with wisdom; and sustained by thy Providence in the 
discharge of the duties respectively committed to them. 
May the Pupils be favoured with health for the prose- 
cution of their studies; and preserved, by thy grace, 
from all temptations to relaxation of industry in the 
pursuit of knowledge. Strengthen in them the good 
desires which have been excited in them by the inspi- 
ration of thy holy Spirit; and impress on their minds 
a sense of the high origin, of the salutary tendency, 
and of the rich rewards of the Gospel Ministry. En- 
due them with humility in the pursuit of truth, and 
with zeal and steadfastness in the profession of it. Pre- 
serve them from prejudices, and from whatever else 
may betray their understandings into error, or their 
hearts into sin. May they be useful in their genera- 
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pe ae th “increase of thy’glory. and the edification of 
thy Church: and may they at last, receive the commen- 
ion of faithful servants from the great Shepherd and 
ishop of soils, sthy Son Jesus. Christ our Lord;j in 


* whose name, : of through whose. prevailing merits, we 


offer up these our imperfect prayers. Amen. 
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ADDRESS. 


Once more, respected brethren, has the swift current of time performed its 
annual revolution; and again is it made my duty to state before you “the af- 
fairs of the Diocese since our last Convention; the names of the Churches 
which I have visited ; the number of persons confirmed; the names of those 
who have been received as candidates for orders ; the changes also by death, 
removal, or otherwise, which have taken place among the Clergy, and in 
general all matters tending to throw light on the affairs of the Diocese,”— 
This duty, aided by your prayers and favoured by your patient attention, I 
now, not without diffidence, proceed to perform. 

To give you a particular account of the Churches visited, though to me it 
might be a pleasure, to you would be tedious. When, through the Lord’s 
goodness, I shall finish the journey now commenced, and another which is 
soon to follow, far the greater part of our Churches will have been visited 
once, and some of them twice or thrice during the present year. The Chur- 
ches already visited are those in Rhode-Island, and those alsoin Massachu- 
setts, with the exception of those in Newburyport, Bridgewater, Greenfield, 
Ashfield, Hopkinton, and one or two others. I have also visited Hopkinton 
and Holderness in this state. 

In these visitations 196 have been confirmed. 

To the list of Candidates for Holy Orders have been added George F. 
Haskins, Norris M. Jones, George T. Williams, Anson B. Hard, and Charles 
Cleveland. 

To the Order of Deacons, Robert B. Drane, Henry C. Knight, Clement 
F. Jones, James M. Tappan, have been admitted; andthe Rev. John Bris- 
ted, Benjamin C. C. Parker, and Eleazer M. P, Wells, have been ordained 
Priests. 

Changes by death among our Clergy, happily we have none to reports 
and great cause have we of thankfulness to the Father of Mercies, that, e7n- 
sidering their number in this Diocese, so few, since its formation, have de- 
ceased. Other changes have not been many or great. The Rev. Mr. Wells 
has taken charge of the Parish in Gardiner. The Church in Portland in- 
creases ; and there is still hope that a missionary may soon be profitably em- 
ployed in the state of Maine. In the large and flourishing village of Saco, a 
very respectable number of people have formed a society, and are building 
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achurch, The prudence, and energy, and appearance of evangelical zeai, 
with which they have thus far conducted this good and noble work, gives us 
reason to hope that God will bless their labours, and that we may soon have 
there a respectable parish. The Rev. Mr. Wells, the Rev. Mr. Cutler, the 
Rev. Mr. Hathaway, (who has recently returned to this Diocese,) and others, 
have officiated in Saco; and there is a pleasing prospect that a Clergyman 
may soon be permanently settled there. 

The parish in Hopkinton in this state, under the pastoral charge of the 
Rey. Moses B. Chase, aided by the liberality of a gentleman lately of Boston, 
are also building a handsome stone church. And it is but a just tribute of 
gfatitude and praise to observe here that the Church in this Diocese, and not 
in this only, is under much obligation to the generous spirit and pious libe- 
rality of our brethren, and other pious citizens of Boston. In many insian- 
ces and many ways, especially during the two or three years last past, have 
they bountifully contributed to various religious and charitable purposes of 
great utility. Under God’s merciful Providence it is chiefly from their bounty 
that I am able to travel through this Diocese, and to visit our Churches, It 
is much to be regretted that we have not more Churches in that city. Ex. 
cepting one in South Boston, the number of our Churches there, notwithstan- 
ding the increase of wealth and population, is but the same as fifty years ago. 
This has been owing in part to some untoward circumstances, and (perhaps) 
mistaken policy. So many houses for Divine worship of other denomina- 
tions have lately been erected there, that the hope of increasing the number 
of ours is, we may fear, declining. 

The Rev. Mr. Mott, on account of ill health, has resigned the charge of the 
Church in Marblehead, which is now vacant. The Rev. Mr. Parker officiates 
as a missionary in Lenox; and the Rev. Mr. Tappan in Bridgewater, The 
Rev. Mr. Glakesley has removed fram Great Barrington, and the Rey, Mr. 
Gilbert, from Connecticut, is about to take the charge of that Charch. There 
are few if any places inthis Diocese, where a prudent, pious, active, and de 
voted Minister of Christ can labour with a better prospect of usefulness than 
in Great Barrington. With Mr. Gilbert I have very little acquaintance: that 
he may be what they need should be our prayer. It would perhaps be better 
if our parishes were more generally in the habit of consulting their Bishop, 
or the Standing Committee, in their choice and settlement of Ministers. The 
Jabours of at least one more Clergyman are wanted on the West side of Con- 
necticut River. We are not without hope that the Rev. Mr. Drane, on his 
return from the South, will give some further attention to those parts, 

On the 13th day of December last, the new edifice in Marshfield was dedi- 
cated by the name of Trinity Church. The small parish in Ashfield, to the 
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utmost of their means, are going fosward with the building of their churctr. 
In no part of the Diocese would the erection of a decent house of prayer, 
and the full establishment of an Episcopal Church, promise to be more truly 
beneficial, than at Northampton. ‘To the liberality of some gentlemen there 
we are already much indebted; and itis to be hoped and earnestly desired 
that their generous efforts may be aided by the pious and liberal of other 
places. 

The new parish in Woodstock are also engaged in building a church; and 
the one building in Middlebury is soon, if the Lord permit, to be consecrated 
to his holy worship. Several ordinations, with the same divine Sdabigiaes > = 
willsoon take place in that state. 

A considerable number of our Churches are to good effect aided by the 
nieans of our small missionary funds. Several parishes have formed Mis- 
sionary Soaieties, and 1 regret that it is not at present in my power to give 
you an accurate statement of their number and condition. I have this year 
received thirty-three dollars from the Female Missionary Society in Hopkin- 
ton, N. H.; and thirty-seven dollars from that in Portland. They and oth- 
ers who have made like contributions, are entitled to our thanks, and we are 
bound to pray that God will reward and blessthem. The annual meeting of 
the Massachusetts Missionary Society, in St. Paul’s Church in Boston, last 
June, was very interesting, and it is hoped will produce good effects. Our 
Clergy can in few if in any ways better promote the general interests of reli- 
gion, and of our Church particularly, than by often calling the attention of 
our people to their duty, and to the blessedness of contributing, in all ways 
reasonably in their power, to the propagation of the Gospel. And let me be 
allowed to repeat and reiterate that the contributions for employing missiona- 
ries in small destitute parishes in this Diocese, recommended some years since 
by its Convention, to be made on Easter or some other Sunday, ought reli- 
giously to be regarded. Let the minister of each parish state the subject 
fairly before the people, .judiciously selecting a favourable time for the collec- 
tion, and he will then have discharged his duty. For giving or not giving 
the people are accountable to Him only who supplies them with means and 
knows their hearts. Comparatively speaking, there is no backwardness in 
our people to give: were they called upon as others are, they would, we be- 
lieve, be more liberal than any other christians. 

The meeting of our General Convention last November, and the transac- 
tions of that great council of our Church, are things well known. The una- 
nimity which very much prevailed among its members ;, the prosperity of our 
Churches which was then exhibited ; and the general disposition to support 
the order and worship ; the constitution and discipline of our ecclesiastical es- 
tablishment, which on that interesting occasion, was remarkably manifested, 
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aye just subjects of mutual congratulation, and of devout thanks and prayer 
to Almighty God, From our experience and observation we may humbly 
beleive that the Lord is pleased to bless the prudent, pieus, and faithful la- 
bours of consistent Episcopalians more perhaps than those of any other chris- 
tian community or sect. And the same experience and observation confirm 
what the scriptures clearly teach, that the more sound and orthodox are any 
people in their faith and christian profession, the more offensive to God are 
their worldly affections, their coldness and want of fidelity. 

Some particulars of the business which came before the General Conven- 
tion, and of their acts and deliberations, it will be proper to notice on this 
eccasion. The general interest which was felt and manifested on the very 
important subject of Sunday Schools, is a pleasing evidence of a religious 
concern for the best interests of mankind. A General Sunday School Union 
or Society was organized under the patronage of the Convention, which we 
may hope will contribute something to the uniformity and success of this 
branch of religious instruction, Whether it will be expedient for you to pass 
any resolution upon this subject, or whether it should rather be left with our 
State Conventions is submitted to your judgment. 

A resolution passed both houses of the General Convention appointing “a 
Committee to revise the Canons of this Church, and to prepare such altera- 
tions, amendments, and additions as they may deem expedient; with power 
also to make a new arrangement of the Canons.” This I need not observe 
to you is a measure of no small importance. Our present Canons are gene- 
rally well intended, and wisely framed, but they have been passed at different 
times as occasion required, and some of them have been so much altered that 
their meaning is not sufficiently obvious and easy to be attained; and it is 
‘much to be desired that they should be revised and digested into a more uni- 
form and simple code. Some of them are so expressed that they cannot be 
literally and at all times observed, without neglecting what the scriptures re- 
quire. Rules which are so framed that they cannot at all times, consistently 
with cur duty to God, be strictly observed, have some ill effect: the man who 
is very scrupulous will be too much, and he who is more lax, will be too little 
restricted by them. Statutes or laws are restraints upon liberty, and ought 
not to be made except when necessary or expedient to remedy or prevent 
some greater evil. Their restrictions should extend no farther than such ne- 
cessity requires 5 and so clearly and carefully should they be expressed, that 
all may understand and literally observe them. To multiply Canons beyond 
what real necessity requires, and to lay restraints upon our brethren in things 
which might safely be left to their discretion, manifests distrust of their princi- 
ples or prudence, and a love of exercising power; and its tendency is to des- 
troy mutual confidence and brotherly affection ; to excite jealousies and party 
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spirit. and to produce intrigues and strifes for office and power. For tiie 
more strictly people find themselves bound by laws, the more desirous will 
they be to have the control and administration of them. Another and perhaps 
still greater evil of multiplying Canons, is, that the greater is their number, 
the less will they be respected and observed, This is seen in the case of the 
English Church, which has too what ours has not, and it is hoped never will 
have, the weight of the civil power to enforce its Canons. Itisin my judg- 
ment a favonrable circumstance, and an evidence of their wisdom, and love 
of union, peace, and good order, that the Conventions of the States which 
compose this Diocese, and our people generally, have manifested so little dis- 
position to legislate and to multiply Canons. Those of the General Conven- 
tion they cordially receive and conscientiously observe; nor do they (it is 
believed) see or feel much need of adding to their number. This subject is 
now open for discussion, and I bring it before the Diocese that you may be pre- 
pared at the next General Convention by your delegates to act upon it. And I 
do it the rather from the uncertainty whether I shall again have an opportu- 
nity so convenient. 

For these same reasons it is fitting, if not my duty, that I should address 
you on another subject, which is still more interesting. At the last General 
Convention the House of Bishops proposed, in a resolution sent to the other 
~ House, to make some alterations in the Book of Common Prayer; chiefly 
for the purpose of removing the objections so generally made to the length of 
our Morning Service. The remedy proposed was te allow a discretionary 
power, under certain restrictions, to omit some parts, as expediency should re- 
guire. The most material was permission sometimes to omit the Litany,— 
Though in my judgment a plan for shortening the Service, and yet preserving 
all its parts, more convenient and more generally satisfactory, might have 
been proposed; yet I conceded to that in the hope that it would give satisfac- 
tion, or (which I still hope,) lead to some result that will be generally accepta- 
ble. It is well known that the Litany was designed for seasons of calamity, 
and to be used when christians, with the deepest humiliation, would supplicate 
God’s merciful deliverance from distress. And it may well be questioned 
whether in making it so common the good effect is not diminished ;—whether 
it were not better to reserve it for the more solemn seasons of public wor- 
ship; and whether it is even suitable for our joyful festivals. 

But when it was found that any permission to omit the Litany was displeasing 
toa great, if not the greater part of our people, the Bishops withdrew that part 
of their prop: sition. The other parts were acted upon by tbe other House, 
and are now, agreeably to the provisions of our General Constitution, referred 
to the consideration of all our Churches, and especially to the Convention 
of each Diocese. .And it isa subject which demands our most mature and 
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devéut consideration. ‘The present proposed alterations, which have in view 
the shortening of the Service, allow enly of omitting a part of some of the 
Lessons; and, on common occasions, of taking a shorter portion of the 
Psalms. As this at most can shorten the service but very little, and some- 
times not at all; and as it shortens the Evening as much or nearly as much 
as it does the Morning Prayer, it is not, I think, probable that the Convention 
will incur the inconvenience of altering the Prayer-Baok to so little purpose, 
Ifit were permitted to omit the Ante-Communion Service when the Commun- 
jon is not administered, and when the Epistle and Gospel are not particularly 
appropriate to the season; and when the Communion Service is used, to omit 
the Litany, excepting the season of Lent, all parts of the service would be re- 
tained, and would in every Church be used. And_ perhaps this, with some 
other small alterations, would give the most general satisfaction. 

I am well aware of the delicacy and the difficulties of this subject, and how 
necessary it is, if we would be accounted Churchmen, to eulogize the Liturgy, 
and to deprecate as sacrilege even the least alteration. But on this point I 
have little anxiety. Nursed as I have been from earliest infancy in the bosom 
of this Church, having passed my whole life among Episcopalians, as much 
so perhaps as any man of my age in this country living; and having been 
above fosty years a member of its communion, I have long since imbibed a 
deep prepossession (not to say prejudice) in its favour. Nor haveI, (“as we 
be slanderously reported, and as some affirm that” the fact is) been changed 
in my opinion respecting it. That I am wholly free even from bigotry I dare 
not affirm ; but for many years have I endeavoured impartially to examine 
the claims of our Church to scriptural orthodoxy, and primitive order; and 
the examination has confirmed mein the undoubting belief that her claims 
are well founded. Nor aim I conscious of having ever said or done any thing 
inconsistent with such belief. I humbly trust that I have also, in some smal] 
degree, imbibed that truly liberal spirit of forbearance and charity which our 
Church, more than any other christian community on earth, inculcates; and 
which is not the least among the many proofs that she is indeed the Church 
of Christ. In what manner, and by what means the interest and prosperity 
of this Church, and of true religion will best be promoted, there will be 
among us, it must be expected, some diversity of opinion ; but in decided at. 
tachment to its order and worship, and in a sincere desire to promote its best 
good, I shall not yield to any one, however lofty or exclusive may be his pre- 
tensions. ‘ThoughI may seem to “speak foolishly in this confidence of boas- 
ting,” this confession, you must well know, is not uncalled for,and I hope not 
inexcusable. It is also in some degree necessary to give.you a right view of 
the part I acted in the Convention, on the subject of altering the Liturgy, and 
to prevent any wrong inference from what I take the liberty of suggesting in 
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this address, It is undoubtedly a fact that the greater part of those who be- 
long to our Church, or would otherwise attend its worship, think our Morning 
Service unreasonably and unprofitably long. By a judicious abbreviation we 
should probably increase the number of members, and of course the bles- 
sings of being members of this Church. Let it also be considered that by 
the alterations which I should sanction, no congregation would be obliged to 
omit any part of what is now in the Prayer-Book; I would but give permis- 
sion to omit some parts when found expedient. Consider too that for those 
who themselves delight in using the whole service, (of whom I am very deci- 
dedly one) to enact authoritatively that none of our congregations shall wor- 
ship God at all, except they will go through with all the services which we 
delight in, is a stretch of power, which, to say the least, should be exercised 
with great prudence and moderation ; and how far, consistently with God’s 
word, it may be exercised is worthy of some consideration. 
Some of our brethren whose characters we venerate, and whose opinions 
we justly respect, think it highly hazardous and imprudent to attempt any 
alterations of the Prayer-Book: that if we once commence there will be no 
end of innovations till the Liturgy is destroyed, I apprehend no such result, 
It has ever been the practice of the Church, and itis the understanding of 
Churchmen, expressed in the Preface to their Prayer-Book, that it may and 
should be altered as times change and circumstances require, Can we seti- 
ously fear, that such a learned, wise, and pious body of Clergy and Laymen 
as compose our General Convention, will so mutilate or alter our forms of de- 
votion as to impair their usefulness ? From matter of fact we have convincing 
proof that our people are not disposed to hasty and unprofitable changes ; but 
very much the contrary. Itis rather to be feared that if a large and suitable 
committee were appointed by the General Convention to examine and report 
on. this momentous subject, they would not venture to propose all the im: 
provements which the Liturgy will admit of. And whatever may be the 
final result of the propositions now before the public, (and what it ought to 
be I do not take it upon me to say) it is highly fitting that our people should 
think much on this subject, and not forget it in their prayers to Almighty God. 
Your attention, already too long wearied, is requested to one more subject, 
still more delicate, which has already been brought before one of our State Con- 


ventions and may perhaps be proposed to this of the Diocese. Some years have 
now passed away, since, in one of these public Addresses, I suggested to the 


consideration of the Diocese, whether it is not expedient to divide it. Not 


that Iam in any degree unwilling, while it shall please God to continue my 


strength, to visit all our Churches as I have done. Such indeed is my-aflec« 


tion for all those which I have been accustomed to visit, and such my grati- 
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tude for many, very many kindnesses received, that the thought of seeing 
them no more must be exceedingly painful. But the interest and the feelings 
of an individual-are of but little consideration when weighed in the balance 
against the public good; and T have endeavoured to make no account of 
mine. Let the glory of our Divine Master, and the prosperity of ‘Zion, be 
our first and chief concern ; and let Him dispose of us, in our private eapaci- 
ties, as to his wnerring wiscom and merciful goodness shall seem fitting. Ie 
is probable that a part if not the whole of this Diocese may soon be called to 
the election of a Bishop. And though I would not willingly say or do any 
thing toinfluence your choice respecting any particular person; yet some 
general remarks on a subject of such deep concern will not be unsuitable to 
this time and occasion. Popular elections to offices of honour, emolument or 
power, are very naturally and very generally productive of intrigue, conten- 
tion, and party spirit; and there is reason certainly to apprehend that some 
thing of these great evils may sometimes attend our Episcopal elections.— 
True itis that if the Episcopal Office were generally viewed and carefully 
preserved exactly what our Saviour intended ; if they wha are chief among 
his people were more than others the servants of all: if Bishops were dis- 
tinguished ehiefly in being orore humble, and debouring more abundantly 
than other ministers of Christ, the office would rarely be sought for; and 
rarely without trembling reluctance be received. Such is our corrupt nature, 
that the more the Episcopate is made attractive to human ambition, the 
greater will be the evils of contending forit. As preservatives. against such 
evils, permit me to suggest two things, which, if I have gained any thing by 
experience and observation, and by reading the word of God, are worthy of 
your serious attention. 

The one is, far as is now practicable to preserve the Episcopal Office in its 
primitive state, and divested of all that is attractive to a worldly mind ; 
then will fewer desire it who are not willing to spend and to be spent in 
the Lord’s work. To put mach power ia the hands of an individual is gene- 
rally dangerous, and of course, to do it unnecessarily is unwise. The power 
and patronage of Bishops should not be extended beyond what is expedient 
for the due exercise of their office. Eacl» Diocese should be so small that its” 
Bishop may annually visit every Church, and also, (with a Deacon or other 
issistant, if necessary,) have a parochial charge, How small the Dioceses 
were in the carly ages is evident from the nuorber of Bishops who attended” 
their Ecclesiastical Councils. The incalculable evils of the Papal and other 
overbearing hierarchies in the Cliureh arose chiefly from Bishops being suf 
fered gradually to obtain rank and dignity and influence according to the mag 
nitude, importancey and power of the cities or provinces or kingdoms over 
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which they presided. ‘That a State anda Diocese should be so identified as 
they seem to be with us is a defect which it is hoped the good principles and 
good sense of our people will soon remedy, The emoluments of this office 
should be no more than are necessary to a decent maintenance and an effectual 
performance of its arduous duties. Perhaps no one thing has contributed 
more to the prejudice against E/piscopacy than the pride and “pomp and 
vanities” which have so often disgraced the lives of those who have filled 
this sacred office, Their prerogatives are to visit and confirm the Churches ; 
to ordain Elders and other ministers in every city and place where they are 
needed; and to give themselves more continually than others, to prayer, 
and to the ministry of the word. To consider this office as in any degree 
exonerating us from any of these our more peculiar duties; to suppose that, 
in consequence of being thus exalted, we may preach less, and ,be excused 
from leading in social prayer, is a strange perversion of this lioly office — 
Christ sends us as he did his apostles, particularly “to preach the Gospel.” 
“This is especially our business and duty: Bishops should be as apostles or 
missionaries, preaching, as their strength will admit and occasion offers, in 
every city and town and parish within their pastoral care. 

The other thing which I would suggest as a preservative against the evils to 
be apprehended from Episcopal elections, is, in selecting persons to fill this 
office, to have regard solely to the honour of God, and the advancement of 
true religion: to prefer such as are meet and well qualified ‘‘to exercise 
their ministry duly to the honour of God, and the edifying of his Church.’ 
It is desirable that a Bishop sheuld possess great learning and eminent talents ; 
but sound theology, prudence, piety and active zeal, are indispensably neces- 
sary. Great literary attainments may aid the Church as much or nearly as 
much in the station of a parish minister, or of a professor in a college or 
other seminary; but a true knowledge of the gospel system, and a holy zea! 
for its propagation, tempered with prudence and charity, can in no other 
situation be so useful, as in this office. ‘That elections to it may be conducted 
with harmony, and happily terminate, let all artifice, intrigue, and party spi- 
rit be not merely avoided, but detested. Our blessed Saviour ever spake 
openly, and tn secret said nothing. ‘The people are most likely to act up- 
rightly and wisely when left to their unbiassed judgment and free choice.— 
Attempts to prepossess them in favour of one candidate, or to prejucice them 
“against another, are generally dishonest and unchristian. “Let your eye be 
single, and your whole body shall be full of light.” In regard to the faith 
and zeal, and the religious.views and feelings of those who are considered as 
candidates for this office, those best qualified will be most diffident, and least 
willing to accept it. Its vast and awful responsibility, none who justly view 
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it can without much fear incur. Its labours, and cares, and privations, it 
duly considered, not many are willing to endure. For its diificulties, its de« 
votedness to God, and its wise execution, who can think himself sufficient ? 
The seeking of such an office is of itself a disqualification ; nolo episcopari 
is truly the sentiment and feeling of an humble soul, and pious heart, 

To other points would I gladly ask your attention, but I have already much 
toolong detained you. My chief apology is, that in this way I can, most 
conveniently for all concerned, perform what the Church makes my duty of 
delivering Charges to the Clergy, and Pastoral Addresses to the people of the 
Diocese. 

Much cause have we of thankfulness for the degree of prosperity which 
the Lord is every year bestowing upon our Church in these United States.— 
Yet when we consider that this Church, in our view, certainly, is most ortho- 
dox and scriptural, even “the ground and pillar of the truth,” to us it must 
seem strange and deplorable that its growth is not more rapid—that in all the 
nopulation of this vast empire we have so few congregations, and many of 
those few so very small. Tor this undoubtedly there is a cause, and it be- 
hooves us to be well assured that the cause is not our fault. Is the defect in 
our Constitution and Canons? Then let them be revised, Is there any thing 
in our Liturgy or manner of worship which is unnecessarily offensive to se- 
rious, candid, pious people, and keeps such from our communion? Let the 
offence be removed. Does this slowness of increase proceed from prejudices 
against our Communion? then should we do all that in reason we can do to 
remove those prejudices. Those tenets which we believe important to the 
- salvation of men, we must earnestly contend for ; but things not essential, 
if in fact they keep men from embracing what is necessary, should for that 
reason be relinquished. Or is the defect rather in the faith and piety and zeal 
of our Bishops and other Clergy ? Take good heed then whom you elect to the 
Episcopal Office, and whom you recommerit for the sacred ministry. And 
let us who already have some grade in “this office and ministration” take 
Aced to ourselves and to our doctrine. We of the Episcopal Church occu- 
py, as we may humbly believe, a most important station among the ranks of 
Chcist’s militant host ; we stand on the middle ground between the errours: 
of those who on the one hand corrupt the true faith, and diminish the power 
of religion by human inventions; doctrines of men; useless ceremonies ; 
superstitious rites ; unauthorized traditions, idolatrous worship and veneration 
of saints and relics: and of those on the other hand, who degrade or muti- 
late religion; who either distort the features of the Gospel, or reject the es- 
sential doctrines of Christ, making his cross of no effect. If such be indeed 
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the very important stand which the Lord hath assigned us, let us be consis~ 
tent with ourselves, and faithful to our God, “Turn not to the right hand o* 
to the left.” Let us shew our Churchmanship, and evangelical zeal, “not in 
word and tongue, but in deed and in truth.” Let it be seen that our religion 
is indeed primitive and apostolic, by our manifesting that spirit which was in 
Christ, and that holy zeal which shone in his first apostles. 

ALEXANDER VY. GRISWOLD: 
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SONVENTION OF TH EASTERN DIOCESE. 
Criaremont, N. H. Sept. 26, 1827. 


This being the day for the meeting of the 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church inthe Eastern Diocese, a number 
of clerical and lay delegates assembled in 
Union Church, Claremont, at 9 @’clock, A. 
M. ;—present— 

Rt. Rey. ALexanpgerR V. GriswoLp, 
President, Ex Officio. 

Massacuuserrs.—ev. I. Strong, Rece 
tor of St. James’ Church, Greenficld; Rev. 
T. Edson, St. Ann’s Ch. Lowell; Rev. A. 
L. Baury, St. Mary’s Ch. Newton. 

New-tianpsuixg.—Rev. C. Burroughs, 
Rector of St. John’s Ch. Portsmouth; Rev. 
M. B. Chase, St. Andrew's ch. Hopkinton ; 
Rev. R. Fowle, Trintiy ch. Holderness ; 
Rev. J.B. Howe, Union ch, Claremont; Rev. 
G. Leonard, Trinity ch. Cornish; Rev. G. 
Richardson, officiating in Charlestown. 

Vermont.—Reyv. J. Bristed, Rector of 
Trinity ch. Ferrisburgh; Rev. C. Chase, 
Rector of Immanuel ch. Bellows-Falls; Rev. 
Joel Clap, Rector of the Churckes in Wood- 
stook and Bethel; Rey. S. Nash, Union ch. 
St. Albans; Rev. S. B. Shaw, Christ ch. 
Guilford; Rev. B. B.Smith, St. Stephen’s 
oh. Middledury. : ' 

The following Lay Delegates presented 
their testimonials. 

Massacnuserrs.—Amos Lyon, Newton ; 
Richard E. Field, Greenfield. 

New-Hampsnire.—William Berry, and 
Daniel B. Emerson, Hopkinton ; Isaac tub- 
Hard, and John Blake, Claremont; Samuel 
Putnam, Cornis). 

Rey. B. B. Smith was appointed Secre- 
tary. 

On motion of Rev. J. Clap—Resolved— 
That a committee of three be appointed to 
take into consideration the expediency of 
recoramending to the several parishes in 
this Diocese, some uniform methad of clec- 
ting Delegates to the Diocesan Convention, 
and some form for certificates of the same, 
and report to this Convention. 


Rey. 7. Strong, Mr. Hubbard, and Mr. 
Teyon, Compnitttec. 


On motion of Rev. T. Strong, the Rev. 
C. Burroughs and Mr. Hubbard of N. H.; 
the Rev. I. Edson and Mr. Field, of Mass ; 
and the Rev. C. Chase of Vt.; were ap- 
pointed a committee to nominate the Stan- 
ding Committce. 

Convention, on motion of Rev. T. Edson, 
prepared for attending divine service. 

After morning prayer, and the sermon by 
Rev. Tf. Edson—the Bishop administered 
confirmation and the Lord’s Supper, and at 
the close of the services the business otf 
Convention was resumed. 

The following report was then read and 
adopted :— 

We tlie undersigned committee, ar- 
pointed to take into consideration the ex- 
pediency of adopting some uniform method 
of electing lay delegates io this Conven- 
tion ;—beg leave te report, that it be recom- 
mended to the several parishes to choose 
their delegates at their annual Easter mee- 
ting next preceding the meeting of the Con- 
vention, Should they neglect to choose 
them then, that the Wardens and Vestry 
appoint them; and that the certificate be 
signed either by the Clerk, the Wardens, or 
the Rector of the Parish. 

T. Srrone, Chairman. 

On motion of Rev. T. Strong, a commit- 
tee was appointed to wait on the Rev. T. 
Edson, to request a copy of his sermon be- 
fore Convention, for publication. 

Rev. T. Strong, and Rev. C. Burroughs, 
Committee. 

Resolved, That Ministers of our Church, 
Candidates tor Holy Orders, and othet 
members of our communion, present fh 
this Convention, be entitled to honerary 
seats therin. 

Committee of nomination of the Stan 
ding Commiitee reported the following per- 
sons, who were accordingly appomted:— 

Clerical Members.—Rev. N. B. Crocker, 
of R. I.; Rev. J. Morse, of Mass.; Rev. 
C. Burroughs, of N. H.; Rev. A. Bronson, 
of Yt.; Rev. P. Ten Brock, of Me. 

Lay Members.—Stephen T. Northam, 
Tea of R.T- Jamac (. Merrill JFogenh 
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seed Jr. and John Howard, Esqrs. of 
Mass. 

The Rev. C. Burroughs submitted the 
following resolutions : 

Resolved, 1. That it be recommended 
to the Churches of the Eastern Diocese to 
form in each, a Missionary Socicty, auxile 
iary to the Domestic and Foreign Mission- 
ary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States. 

2. That it be also recommended to the 
Churches of the Eastern Diocese to estab- 
lish in their respective Churches, Sunday 
Schools, and to form. Societies auxiliary to 
the General Protestant Episcopal Sunday 
School Union; or to procure subscriptions 
to the funds of this Institution, and to be- 
come associated with it. 

3. That it be recommended to the chur- 
ches of the Eastern Diocese to form Bible 
Classes, orto adopt such a system of Bible 
Instruction as shall be deemed most desira- 
ble and convenient to the Pastors of the 
respective Churches. 

After separate readings, these resolutions 
were adopted. 

The Rev. T. Strong, and Rev. C. Chase, 
were appointed a committee to request a 
copy of the Rt. Rev. Bishop’s Address for 
publication. 

On motion of Rev. T. Strong, Resolved, 
That the next meeting of this Convention 
be held at Bellows-Falls, Vt. 

Rev. S. B. Shaw, and Rey. C. Chase ob- 
tained leave of absence. 

Convention adjourned until nine o’clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Thursday, Sept. 27, 1826. ; 
9 o’clock, A. M. 


Convention met according to adjourn- 
ment, and after prayers by the Rev. 8. 
‘Nash, proceeded to business. 

_ The Rev. T. Strong proposed the follow- 
mg resolution : 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Howe be 
requested to communicate to the people of 
his parish the deep sense which the mem- 
bers of this Convention entertain of the 
kindness and hospitality which have been 
received during the present session, and the 
assurance of our continued prayers for their 
temporal and spiritual prosperity. 

On motion of the same Rev. Gentleman, 
Resolved, That the practice of returning 
thanks for Conventional Sermons be hence- 
forth discontinued. 

On motion of the Rev. C. Burroughs— 

Resolved, That this Convention think it 
desirable and important that the State Con- 
ventions of the Eastern Diocese should, 
previous to the next meeting of the Gene- 
ral Convention, express their opinions rela- 


‘. 


tivé to the alterations proposed in the Lit- 
urgy and in the Constitution of the Church 
by the last General Convention; and that 
this resolve be communicated to the secre- 
taries of the respective State Conventions. 

On motion of the Rev. A. L. Baury— 

Resolved, That the Secretary be reques- 
ted to call upon the Secretaries of the seve- 
ral State Conventions composing this Dio- 
cese, with a view of ascertaining if any 
thing, and what has been done for the more 
effectual support of the Episcopate, and 
that they be requested to report to the next 
Convention of the Diocese. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Baury, the 
thanks of Convention were returned to the 
Rt. Rev. President, and the Rev. Secretary, 
for their official services. 

Rev. T. Strong, and Rey. C. Burroughs 
were appointed a committee to report un- 
finished business. 

On motion of Rev. A. L. Baury, seconded 
by Rev. T. Edson, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the Rt. Rev. the Bishop be 
requested to employ a missionary to visit 
every church in this Diocese with an ex- 
press view of promoting a missionary spi- 
rit, establishing Missionary Societies, and 
aiding feeble Churches ; and that each cler- 
gyman be requested to raise, by contribu- 
tions, or otherwise, such sums as may be in 
his power, to defray the expense, and that 
the sums contributed be remitted to the 
Bishop. 

Committee on further business before 
Convention, submitted the following resolu- 
tions: 

1. That the Rt. Rev. Bishop be reques- 
ted to authorize some form of service for 
public fasts.—Adopted. 

2. That the Ninth Article of the Con- 
stitution which says ‘‘no state shall with- 
draw from this Diocese without the appro- 
bation of the House of Bishops,” be so al- 
tered as to read without the consent of the 
other States, and of the Bishop of this Di- 
ocese. 

Laid over for consideration at the next 
Convention. 

On motion of the same Committee tiat: 
this Convention appoint its own preacher, 


‘from year to year; Rev. Mr. Burroughs, 


Rev. Mr. Edson, and Rev. Mr. Smith were 
constituted a committée of nomination. 

Upon receiving their report, Convention 
proceeded to appoint the Rev. A. Potter, of 
St. Paul’s Church, Boston, their next preach- 
er, and the Rev. A. L. Baury, of St. Mary’s 
Church, Newton, his substitute. 

After singing the 133d Psalm, and Pray- 
ers by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop, Convention 


adjourned without day.—.-itest, 
B. B. SMITH, See’y. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The following Journals, now printed for the first time, owe their 
publication to a resolution adopted by the Diocesan Convention of 
Rhode-Island in 1858, as follows :— 


Resolved, That a Committee be authorized and requested to have 500 copies of the 
unpublished Journals of this Convention printed. 

The Rey. Mr. Waterman and Mr. G. 8. Wardwell were appointed 
that Committee. At the request of the Committee, the Bishop was 
subsequently added to their number. 


In fulfilling the task assigned them, the Committee have encountered 
not a few of the difficulties that always attend the reading and print- 
ing of early documents. In the case of these records, the hand writing 
of the Secretaries was sometimes a source of doubt; and the syntax 
has frequently been found defective, and if the reader should discover 
any awkward or incomplete sentences, he is apprized that they are an 
exact copy of those in the manuscript ; with respect to variations in 
orthography, the Committee decided to retain all spellings that seemed 
to be the prevailing usage of the time being; and to make corrections 
in those cases only, where the Secretary was inconsistent with him- 
self, or was evidently careless. 

The Committee have been favored with the assistance of Ezra W. 
Howarp, Esa., in carrying these Journals through the press, and 
think them to be a correct transcript of the originals. 


April, 1859. 


JOURNALS 


OF THE 


Proceedings of the Conventions. 
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Ata Convention held in Newport, November 18, 1790. 
_ The Churches of Newport, Providence and Bristol in 
representation. 


Newport represented by 


aa Rev'd Wm. Smith, Rector of Trinity Church. 
Jno. Handy, Fe 
Robt. N. Auchmuty, ¢ “0 “e765 


Providence represented by 


The Rev'd Moses Badger, Rector of King’s Church. 
Jer. F'. Jenkins, Spans ieee 
Jno. Mumford, ay Lelegales. 


Bristol represented by 
Jno. Usher, Lay Delegate, St. Michael’s Church. 
After authoritative testimonials from the different rep- 
resentatives were received and approved of, 
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The Rev’d Moses Badger was chosen President, 
Robt. Auchmuty, Secretary. 


After having read and duly considered the seventeen 
Canons adopted by the General Convention, held in the 
City of Philadelphia, from the 29th of Sept. to the 26th 
of Oct. 1789, it was unanimously 


Voted, That this Convention will adhere to and obey the above 
mentioned Canons, and recommend to their Standing Committee 
the strict observance of them. 


Voted, That the following be added as an addition to the Sixth 
Canon, to be observed in this State—That no person shall be re- 
ceived by the Standing Committee of the Church in this State, as 
a Candidate for Holy Orders, unless he shall produce Testimoni- 
als that he hath been a regular Communicant for the two last 
years, certified by two Clergymen, with one or both of whom he 
has Communicated, or by three or more other Communicants, in 
case of the Vacancy of the Church or Churches of which the 
Candidate is a Member. 


Voted, That this Convention approve of and will recommend 
to their respective Churches the Use of the revised Book of 
Common Prayer adopted by the late General Convention. 


Voted, by this Convention, That the Church of this State be 
immediately united under a Bishop. 


Voted, That the Right Rev’d Father in God, Samuel Seabury, 
D. D., Bishop of the Church of Connecticut, ‘be and is hereby 
declared Bishop of the Church of this State; that the Rev'd 
Moses Badger and William Smith be requested to write and 
address him on the subject ; and that the Letters of recogni- 
zation and Episcopal acceptance be entered upon the Journals of 
this Convention ; and farther, that Copies of said Letters be 
transmitted to the respective Churches in the State to be entered 
on their Records. 


Voted, That the Rev'd Mr. Badger, the Rev'd Willliam Smith 
and Mr. John Usher be the Standing Committee of this Con- 
vention. 
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Voted, That the Rev’d Mr. Smith be requested to write to the 
Churches of Bristol and Narragansett, representing to them the 
disadvantages resulting from the want of a regular ordained Min- 
ister. 


Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be given to the 
Rev'd Mr. Smith for his excellent discourse delivered this day, 
and that he be requested to favor us with a Copy for the Press. 


The Convention adjourned sine die. 


A true copy from the minutes. 


(Signed.) Rozserr N. Aucumuty, Sec’y. 


ne aha e™ ae 


At a Convention held in Providence, the 20th and 21st 
days of August, 1792. The Churches of Newport, 
Providence, Bristol, and Narragansett in representation. 


Newport represented by 


The Rev’d Wm. Smith, Rector of Trinity Church. 
Francis Malbone, Lay Delegate. 


Providence represented by 


John J. Clark, 
Jer. F’. Jenkins, + Lay Delegates. 
John Mumford, 


Bristol represented by 

John Usher, Lay Delegate, St. Michael’s Church. 
Narragansett represented by 

Daniel Updike, Lay Delegate, St. Paul’s Church. 


After authoritative testimonials from the different 
Representatives were received and approved of, 
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The Rev’d Wm. Smith was chosen President, 
Jer. F. Jenkins, Secretary. 

The Convention, (after Prayers,) proceeded to take 
into consideration the Circumstances of the Church in 
Bristol, and of Mr. John Usher’s having officiated so 
long and faithfully in the Capacity of a Lay Reader in 
that Church. 


Voted, That a Letter be drafted and forwarded to Bishop 
Seabury for the purpose of expediting Mr. John Usher’s Ordi- 
nation, and for the further confirming and adding weight to a 
writing produced and read in this Convention, entitled, ‘‘ An 
address to the Right Rev’d Bishop Seabury to obtain Holy Orders 
for John Usher, Reader in the Church of Bristol ;” and signed 
by William Smith, Rector in Newport, Moses Badger, Rector 
King’s Church, Providence, and that the proposed Letter receive 
the Signature of every member of this Convention. 


A true Copy of the proposed Letter. 


Rt. Rev’d Father in God : 


The Convention of the Church in 
this State, assembled this day in the House of Samuel Chace, Esq., 
in Providence ; and upon taking into consideration the proposed 
promotion of Mr. John Usher in Bristol, to the honor and dig- 
nity of Holy Orders, upon the terms and conditions expressed 
and contained ina Writing entitled ‘‘An address to the Rt. 
Rev'd Bishop Seabury, to obtain Holy Orders for John Usher in 
Bristol ;” and weighing, and well considering the Contents and 
intentions of said address, We, in our conventional] and Synodical 
Capacity, hereby do approbate and give our Sanction and Coun- 
tenance to the Same, and desire the aforesaid John Usher to pre- 
sent himself before your Reverence for the aforesaid purpose, at 
as early a period as possible. 

Wim Smrtu, Pres. of Conv. 
JOHN J. CuarK, 

Joun Mumrorp, 

Francis Marzong. 


Providence, this 21st day of August, 1792. 
Rt. Rev’d Bishop Seabury. 


(Signed.) Jur’s F. Junxins, Secretary. 
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Upon. this, Mr. Usher retired for a little, and returning, 
put the following Letter mto the hands of the President, 
which was read and approved of. 

Jur’u I’. Jenxins, Secretary. 


Providence, August 21, 1792. 


Gentlemen : 
From an ardent zeal to promote the Glory of 


God, from'a strong desire to lead man into the way of happiness, 
from these motives I would wish to dedicate the few remaining 
days of my Life and usefulness to answer these purposes. Rest- 
ing it also upon this Issue, that I trust myself inwardly thereunto 


moved. 
On these principles, accept Gentlemen, of my warmest and _ sin- 


cerest thanks for the address, and the sanction given the address 
to Bishop Seabury on my behalf; and that as soon as it can be 
conveniently effected, shall present myself to our Rt. Rewd 


Bishop Seabury, in order to answer your good intentions. 
Iam Gentlemen, 


Your humble Servant, 
Signed, Joun UsuEr, 

Rev'd Mr Smith and the Gentlemen of the Convention. 

The attention of the Convention next was requested 
by Daniel Updike, Esq., the Delegate froma respec- 
table Majority of the Congregation of St. Paul’s Church 
in Narragansett, who presented them with two papers, 
each having the same signatures annexed, the one 
containing over and above the Testimonials of his Dele 
gation, as well as the other expressions of the most 
earnest desire of having a Gentleman in Holy Orders to 
reside among them, in the way and manner prescribed 
by the Canons of the Church; withal recognizing the 
Rt. Rev’d Bishop Seabury, the Bishop recognized by the 
other Churches in this State in a former Convention at 
Newport, dated the 18th November, 1790. Whereupon 
it was 
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Voted, That the Standing Committee of the Church in this 
State, or a majority of them, (one of the Committee, Mr. Badger, 
being absent through sickness,) be desired to transmit to the 


Bishop a copy of these Representations and acknowledgement 
exhibited by Mr. Updike. 


Copy of the Letter sent in consequence of the above 
vote. 
Rt. Rev'd Father in God : 


According to a Vote of this Con- 
vention we transmit the following delegation &e., presented to the 
Convention of the Church of this State, this day assembled in 
Providence, by Daniel Updike Esq., and signed by all the male 
Communicants and a very good Majority of the Original and 
present proprietors of St. Paul’s Church in Narragansett. 


* (True Copy.) 


We, the Subscribers, the more effectually to accomplish our 
benevolent intentions towards St. Paul’s Church, in North Kings- 
town, of which we are members and friends ; and the more effect- 
ually to prevent the unprecedented intrusion of a Person in 
said Church, whose deportment, in our Opinion, disqualifies him 
for so sacred a function, Do appoint Daniel Updike, and he is 
hereby appointed a Delegate to the Convention of the Church in 
this State, to be holden at Providence on the Twentieth day of 
August, A. D. 1792, with full and plenary power to acknowl- 
edge Bishop Seabury for our Diocesan, and to homologate the 
proceedings of all former general Conventions, to accede to those 
of the State Conventions, of which we hereby declare ourselves 
members ; to profess our adoption of the revised Prayer Book, 
and to act and do to the best of his judgment in Unity with our 
‘Sister Churches for their and our general and particular good ; 
and further that he communicate these our Sentiments and inten- 
tions to the Standing Committee of the Church in this State to be 
by them transmitted to the Bishop for the accomplishment of the 
end in view. 

Signed,— Benj. Jefferson, James Reed, Ben. J. Nason, Benj. 
Sherman, Wm. Cole, Jere. Smith, Thos. Bissell, Martin Reed, 
Geo. Bissell, Hutch. Cole, Sam. Bissell, Peleg Brown, John Cole, 
jun’r., Hen. Brown, Robert Reed, Lod. Updike, jun’r., John 
Reed, Mat. Robinson, Mart. Reed, jun’r. Rufus Sweet, Nathan 
Gardner, Philip Case, Jere. Brown, jun’r., Sam. Pearce, Jas. 
Brown, Jas. Updike, Lod. Updike, Thos. Cole, John Cole, Gil- 
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bert Cooper, Eliz. Brown in behalf of her husband who’s sick, 
Jas. Cooper, Rich’d Updike, John Brown. 


The Convention are ascertained that the Majority of the persons 
signing the above are baptized, and comprehend all the male Com- 
municants of St. Paul’s Parish. Your Reverence shall hear 
farther from us in the course of a few weeks on this subject. We 
then shall transmit the Original Documents with duplicates ; not 
only of the above, but of another paper of consequence and of 
similar intent and meaning, both having the same signatures an- 


nex’d 


With all duty and respect, we are 
Rt. Rev’d Father in God. 
Your Reverence’s, 
Most affectionate and ob’t Servants, 


i d, W. 1S ? 
Signe Pia Sure \ Members of the St. Com, 


Providence, 21 August, 1792. 
The Rt. Rev’d Bishop Seabury. 


On motion,—'That the Condition of the landed property 
appertaining to, or claimable by, the Church of this State be in- 
quired into. The Convention are unanimous in their opinion 
that it is highly expedient that Enquiry be made into the Condi- 
tion and present appropriation of such Lands within this State, 
as have been devised in Trust to the Society for propagating the 
Gospel, &c., or, to which, the aggregate Body of the whole or 
any individual Church may have a just clam. Whereupon it was 


Voted, That a Committee be appointed to enquire into the 
State of the Property belonging to the Society for propagating the 
Gospel, &c., in this State, as well as of any other property what- 
soever, to which the Church in this State, either collectively or 
individually may have a just claim, and make their report accord- 
ingly. That this Committee consist of three members, and that 
they be William Smith, Rect. Tr. Ch. & Edward Mumford, Esq. 
in Newport, & Samuel Chace, Hsq. in Providence. 


Voted, That the Standing Committee be desired to forward the 
Proceedings of this Convention to our Diocesan. | 


Several pieces of business lying before the Conven- 
tion which could not be accomplished at their present 
meeting, they postpone till their next meeting, which, 
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according to Vote, stands prorogued till the latter end of 
Oct. or beginning of November,— to be then holden at 
Providence. 

As it is absolutely impossible to have a personal rep- 
resentation from their own Body at the ensuing Conven- 
tion, to be holden at New-York, the first Wednesday of 
September next,—they are of opinion that a joint Rep- 
resentation with the Churches of Connecticut, being one 
Diocese with them, will answer every purpose, —and 
therefore it is 


Voted, That whereas the Churches in Connecticut and those of 
Rhode Island are united under the same Diocesan, the Rt. Rev'd 
Bishop Seabury, the Delegates of the Church in Connecticut, be 
requested also to act as Delegates and Representatives from the 
Church in this State ; and be fully and amply authorized to appear 
in our behalf, and in all things to act and Do according to their 
judgment and discretion, we placing in them all full and ample 
Confidence ; and that the President of this Convention be desired 
to transmit them this vote and application. 


(A true copy from the minutes. ) 

Here follows a Copy of the letter addressed to the 
Delegates of the Church in Connecticut, in consequence 
of the foregoing Vote. 


Gentlemen : — Circumstanced as the Church in this State is, at 
present, we find ourselves under the Necessity of requesting your 
brotherly aid and assistance to represent us in the ensuing General 
Convention, as your Churches in Connecticut and ours in this 
State of Rhode Island do constitute but one and the Same Diocese, 
under the Rt. Rev’d Bishop Seabury. 

We in Convention this 21st of August, 1792, have passed the 
vote recorded above. 

That the divine assistance and blessing may accompany you in 
every laudable endeavor to promote the unity and perpetuate the 
happiness of the Churches of our One common Lord and Christ, 
is the most earnest prayer of Gentlemen, . 

Your most affectionate Brother and very humble Servant, 

Signed, Witi1am Suiri. 
Rect. Tr. ch. N. P. and Pr. of this Convention. 
Providence, this 21st day of August, 1792. 
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The Clerical and Lay Delegates from the Church in Connecti- 
cut to the General Convention of the American Hpiscopacy, to be 
holden at New York, the first Wednesday of September inst. 


Jur’u. F. Junxins, Secretary. 


1 Ry ot = CE 


The Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
met in King’s Church, July 31, 1793, at which time 
the Rev. John Usher was Promoted by the Right Rev’d 
Doctor Seabury, to the Holy Order of Priesthood, and 
the Conventional Sermon was Preached by the Rev'd 
Mr. Smith, of Newport. 


Present,— Right Rev’d Sam’! Seabury. 
Rev'd Wm. Smith, Rector of Trinity ch. Newport. 
Rev’d Abra’m. L. Clark, King’s ch. Providence. 
Rev’d John Usher, of Bristol. 
Mr. Auchmuty and Mr. Wickham, of Newport. | 
Mr. John J. Clarke and J. Smith of Providence. | Lay 
Mr. Pearce of Bristol. { Delegates. 
Mr. Lippitt of Warwick. 

Voted, That the Rev'd Mr. Clark and Mr. Auchmuty, be ap- 
pointed to present the thanks of this Convention to the Kev’d Mr. 
Smith for his excellent Discourse this Day delivered before the 
Convention. 

Voted, That Jere’h F’. Jenkins be appointed Secretary, and 
Simon Pease, Clerk of this Convention. 


Adjourned till 4 o’clock, P. M. 
Met at 4 o’clock, P. M. 


Voted, That the Rev’d Mr. Olark, Rev’d Mr. Usher, Mr. 
John Smith and Mr. John Mumford be a Committee to Receive 
and examine the Papers now before the Convention Relative to 
Dr. Gardner, Deacon of the Church of Narragansett, and make 
report of their Doings to-morrow morning. ; 
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Voted, That this Convention be adjourned till 9 o’clock, Thurs- 
day morning. 


Thursday Morning 9 o'clock, Aug. 1st. 


Rev’d Mr. Usher Read Prayers. 


Ordered and Voted, That the Report of the Committee this 
Day delivered, relative to Deacon Gardner and the Church of Nar- 
ragansett, be received, and adopted, and entered upon the Record 
of this Convention. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 
Thursday Morning, Aug. 1, 1798. 


We, the Committee appointed to Receive and examine the 
Papers relative to the unhappy Separation of Dr. Gardner and 
the Corporate Body for the Ch’h in Narragansett from the Sister 
Churches in this State,— Do, after a Candid Examination and 
Mature deliberation, Report as follows : 


First. That we conceive the Rev’d Mr. Smith of Newport, 
has in no instance deviated from the true and proper Character of 
a Minister and Member of the Standing Committee of this Church. 


Secondly.—That as long as the Ch’h of Narragansett refuse to 
unite with the Ch’h’s of this State and recognize their Conven- 
tional Doings, no Clergyman or person professing Communion 
with the Protestant Episcopal Church, could consistently with the 
Dignity, Union, & Peace of those Ch’hs Recommend Dr. W. C. 
Gardner for Holy Orders, and therefore we conceive the Proceed- 
ings of the Standing Com’tee of Massachusetts were inconsistent 
with every principle of Epis’1 Government, and have an evident 
tendency to introduce Disorder and promote Schism, and that the 
Promotion of Dr. Gardner by Bishop Provost was directly contra- 
ry to the Constitution and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. | 

Thirdly.—With Regard to Dr. Gardner, it is our ardent wish 
that since he Professes the Greatest desire of conciliating the ex- 
isting difficulty by returning to the Bosom of the Ch’h, and has 
also promised, as appears by a letter from Dr Moore to Bishop 
Seabury, ‘‘that he would use every means in his power to re-unite 
his Church with the Ch’hs in Rhode Island.”? We are therefore 
of Opinion that he ought, and we flatter ourselves that he will 
immediately unite with, and subscribe to, the Constitution of the 
Ch’hs in this State, and engage to use his influence with the Par- 
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ishioners or rather Body Corporate of St. Paul’s Ch’h to do the 
same as soon as may be convenient,—and upon his Compliance 
with this, our Requisition,—that he be recognized as a Clergy- 
man in union with the Churches of Rhode-Island, and entitled to 
all the Rights and Privileges of the same, and the more effectually 
to secure the affections of the Good People in Narragansett, wh’h 
have been, we are sorry to find, alienated from Dr. Gardner in 
consequence of their late Charter,— Do most earnestly recom- 
mend Dr. Gardner to concur with the wishes of several of his 
Parishioners in Petitioning the Legislature to revise and Grant 
them a Charter, Similar in every respect to the Charters of the 
Ch’hs of Newport and Providence. 
In Witness whereof we have hereunto affixed our Names,— 

Dated as above, 

Asran’m L. Crarke, Rector of King’s Ch’h, Providence. 

Joun Usuer, Resident Minister at Bristol. 


Joun Situ, f 
Joun Mumrorp, \ Lay Deputies. 


Adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M., then to meet at the - 
house of Jere’h EF. Jenkins, Secretary. 


Thursday afiernoon. 
Met at the house of Mr. Jenkins. 


Mr. Pearce, of Bristol, requested and had leave of 


~ Absence. 


Voted, That the following Gentlemen be and they are hereby 
appointed the Standing Com’tee of this State, viz: Rev. Mr. 
Smith, Rey. Mr. Clarke, Rev. Mr. Usher, Mr. Auchmuty, John 
I. Clarke and Rich’d Pearce. 


Voted, That the Lay Gentlemen of the Standing Com’ttee ob- 
tain and inquire into the present State of the landed or Pecuniary 
Property claimable either by individual Ch’hs, or the aggregate of 
them, and report to the next Convention. 

Voted, That the Standing Com’ttee be authorized to address 
the Legislature of this State on the subject of the Charter of St. 
Paul’s Church in N arragansett, if they should judge it expedient. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rev. Mr. Bowden and Mr. Marsh of Conn. for Representing this 
Ch’h in the last General Convention at. New-York, 1792. 


Mr. Wickham had leave of Absence. 
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Voted, That a Blank Book be provided for the Purpose of en- 
tering all Sermons that may be delivered either by Desire of the 
Bishop or of the State Convention. . 


Voted unanimously, That a true copy of the report of the 
Com’tee be transmitted by the Secretary to the Rt. Rev’d Bishop 
Provost, one to the Standing Com’tee of Mass’tts, and one to 
Dr. Moore and Mr. Bissett of New-York. 


Voted unanimously, That it be recommended to the Ch’hs of 
this Convention to grant a semi-annual Collection for the purpose 
of defraying our Diocesan’s travelling expenses in visiting us, viz : 
on Haster Sunday, or the Sunday immediately before’ or after, and 
on the first Sunday of November, or the Sunday immediately be- 
fore or after, as to them shall seem most expedient, which Collec- 
tions shall be transmitted to the Bishop, or to the Standing Com- 
mittee, and proper Records kept of Such Collections and trans- 
missions. 


On motion Voted, That the contending Parties in the Ch’h of 
Narragansett, present to the Standing Com’tee of this Convention, 
a full and Sufficient Statement of their respective Situations in 
Regard to each other, as well as an authoritative Ascertainment of 
their Acceding or non-acceding to the Hccle’l Economy and 
Constitution of the Several State and General Conventions hitherto 
held, on or before the 25th of Nov’r, 1793, and that the State 
Com’ttee within one month after their Receiving such Documents, 
snall transmit them with their Opinion thereupon to the Bishop, 
for his inspection and Sentence,—and further that in order to avoid 
bringing the Question again before the Convention,—the Standing 
Com’ttee are hereby authorized to accept and present to the Bishop 
for his Acceptance, either of the Contending Parties and to declare 
the non-acceding Party, by their own Act and Deed, Self ex- 
cluded, and ina State of Alienation and Schism. 

Voted, That the Secretary transmit to Dr. Gardner and Mr. 
Updike, true Copies of the above vote. 

Jur’ I. Jenxins, Secretary. 
S. Pease, Clerk of the Conv. 


Adjourned sine die. 
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At a Convention held in Newport, October 8, 1794. 
The Churches of Newport, Providence and Bristol in 
Representation. 
Newport represented by 
The Rev’d Wm. Smith, Rector of Trinity Church. 


Mr. Geo. Gibbs, 
Mr. John Handy, Lay Delegates. 


Providence represented by 


The Rev’d Ab’m L. Clarke, Rector of St. John’s Church. 
Mr. John I. Clark. 
Mr. John Smith, ay Delegates. 
Mr. John Mumford. 


Bristol represented by 

The Rev’d John Usher, Rector of St. John’s Church. 
After Divine Service, met in Trinity Church. 
The Rev’d Ab’m L. Clarke was Chosen President. 


Jere. Fones Jenkins, Secretary. 


Voted 1st, To adjourn to the Parsonage House. 


Met at the Parsonage House 3 o’clock, the above 


named Members all present. 


Voted 2d, That George Gibbs and Robert N Auchmuty be a 

Committee to Inquire into the situation of a Lott of Land sup- 

osed to contain Horty acres, in Tiverton, which is said to have 

hen given for the use of the Episcopal Church, and also to inquire 

» into all Lands belonging to the Hpiscopal Church in the County 

of Washington, and Report on the Same at the next meeting of 
this Convention. 


Voted 3d, That the Rev’d John Usher and Mr. Rich’d Pearce 
be a Committee to inquire into the Situation of a Lott of Land in 
the Town of Warren, which is said to be given for the use of the 
Episcopal Church, and report on the same at the next meeting of 
this Convention. 


Voted 4th, That the Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, Mr. John 
Bourse and Mr, Robert N. Auchmuty, be a Committee to draft a 
Constitution for the Episcopal Church of this State, which shall be 
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presented each Congregation for their Revision and Approbation, 
at their next Easter meeting, and be transmitted to the next meet- 
ing of this Convention for Ratification. 


Voted 5th, That the Revy’d William Smith and Rey’d John 
Usher be appointed a Committee to return the thanks of this Con- 
vention to the Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, for his Agreeable Dis- 
course this Day delivered in Trinity Church before them. 

Voted 6th, That the Rev’d William Smith, Rev’d Ab’m L. 
Clarke, Rev’d John Usher, also John I. Clark, John Handy and 


Richard Pearce be appointed a Standing Committee of this Con- 
vention fur the present year. 


Voted 7th, That this Convention stand adjourned to meet at 
Bristol, at such time as the Standing Committee shall think proper 
to appoint. 


A true Copy from the minutes. 
Jere’H FE’. Jenkins, Secretary. 


LO. 6s 


At a Convention held in Bristol 8th July, 1795, at the 
House of the Rev’d John Usher. 


Present. The Right Rev’d Bishop Seabury. 
b Rev’d William Smith. 
Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke. 
Rev'd John Usher. 
Robert N. Auchmuty, of Newport. 
John Smith, Esq., John I, Clark, Esq., John 
Mumford, and Jere’h F. Jenkins, of Provi- | Lay 
dence. f Delegates. 
Simeon Potter, Richard Pearce, Hezekiah Ush- | 
er, of Bristol. 

Voted, That Rev’d Mr. Smith, Mr. Bourse and Mr. Auchmuty 
be a Committee to write to the Society in London for the propa- 
gation of the Gospel in foreign parts, informing them that they 
are the Trustees of Several Estates in this State, left for the 
benefit of the different Episcopal Churches, and as they are now, by 
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the situation of the two countries, unable to attend to that trust, to 
request them to convey it to this Convention when they shall be 
duly incorporated. 

Voted, That the Rev’d Mr Smith, Mr Auchmuty and Mr. 
Bourse be appointed a Committee to draft a Petition to the Gen’] 
Assembly of this State to procure the Incorporation of this Con- 
vention and to draft a Charter for the same, &c. ” 

Voted, That the Rev‘d Jno. Usher and Mr. Rich’d Pearce be 
a Committee, to obtain a Copy of the Will, relating to a Lott of 
Land in the Town of Warren, said to be given to the Church, and 
report to the next Convention. 

Voted unanimously, That the thanks of this Convention be pre- 
sented to Col. Simeon Potter, for his very generous Benefactions 
and Patronage of St. Michael’s Church, in Bristol, and that Mr. 
John Innes Clarke, Mr. R. N. Auchmuty and Mr. Hezekiah 
Usher, be a Committee to present the same. 

Voted, That the Convention adjourn to attend Divine Service 
at Church, and meet again at 3 o’clock, at the House of Rev’d 
John Usher. 


Met again at 3 o’clock. 


_ Voted, That the following be adopted by this Con- 
vention, as the Constitution for the Protestant Episcopal 


_Church, in the State of Rhode Island, viz: 


ArticLe 1st.— The Protestant Episcopal Church, in the State 
of Rhode Island, hath, and ought to have, in common with all 
other denominations of christians, full and unalienable powers to 
regulate the Concerns of their own Communion. 


Art. 2d.—Under the protection and agreeable to the Institu- 
tion of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, this Church shall always 
hold the three Orders of Bishop, Priest and Deacon, as essentially 
and indispensably necessary to the right and due administration of 
the Word and Sacraments. 


Art. 3d.—This Church shall continue in connection with the 
Chureh in the State of Connecticut, as one diocese, until it may be 
deemed by the then existing Convention, expedient or necessary to 
have a Bishop to reside within this State. 


Art, 4th.—An annual Convention consisting of the Clergy and 
one or more Lay Delegates from each Congregation, shall be 
holden on the Second Wednesday in July, or on any other day 
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appointed by the Bishop and Standing Committee of the State, 
in each Parish; by rotation, and to be always opened with Prayers 
and a Sermon. 


Art. 5th.—The Bishop, if present, shall preside, ex-officio,— 
but, if absent, the Rector of the Parish where the Convention is 
held, shall preside, de jure ; and the articles and canons of the 
General Convention, shall be the rule whereby the Convention 
shall act. 


*Art. 6th. Atevery annual Convention there shall be ap- 
pointed a Standing Committee, consisting of the Clergy. and one 
Lay member from éach Church, whose extent and duty and power 
shall, from time to time, be defined by the Convention, and they 
shall report their proceedings to every ensuing Convention. 


Art. 7th.—The Clergy and Laity in Convention, shall delib- 
erate and vote as one Body, (but if required by any member, may 
vote as two distinct orders), and the joint concurrence of both shall 
be necessary to give validity to every measure. 


Art. 8th.—Every Clergyman canonically ordained and inducted 
into any Congregation in this State, shall be deemed as a member 
of this Convention, ex-oflicio. 


Art. 9th.—If any Clergyman in this State, shall demean him- 
self in such manner as to incur censure, his crimination shall be 
made out in writing, and signed by two or three Witnesses as 
directed in the holy Scriptures, and forwarded to the Bishop, in 
order that he may proceed with the same, according to the nature 
and evidence of the accusation. 


Art. 10th.—If any Clergyman shall exclude from the Holy 
Communion, any one of the communicants, he shall transmit an 
account of his so doing to the Bishop, within forty days, with the 
nature of the offence, and the evidence by which the charge is 
supported ; and the Bishop’s sentence shall be decisive, unless the 
suspended person think proper to appeal to a council of Bishops. 


*Arr. 11th.—If any communicant shall withdraw himself from 
the Holy Communion, for the space of twelve months, without a 
good and satisfactory reason for his so doing to his Minister when 
required of him, he shall be considered as self-excommunicated, 
and the Bishop shall be informed thereof. But upon said person’s 
serious application to the Minister and other Communicants to be 
received, unless objections arise, as they think, sufficient for them 
to determine otherwise. 


*Repealed at the Convention, June, 1818. 
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Arr. 12th.—If a Clergyman thinks himself aggrieved by any 
of his Parishioners, or if a Parishioner, on.the other hand, thinks 
he is aggrieved by his Clergyman so highly that a reconciliation 
eannot be brought about by private conferences, or by interposition 
of friends, which method shall be first tried, the party aggrieved 
may complain to the Bishop, in writing, stating the nature of his 
complaint with his proofs. 


*Art. 13th.—lIf any grievance as aforesaid cannot be settled by 
the Bishop alone, it may be brought before the next Convention, 
whose determinatiou thereon shall be final and binding on the 
‘parties. 


Voted, That the Secretary transmit a Copy of the proposed 
articles of the Constitution, to each of the Congregations in this 
State for their adoption, and that they be requested to transmit to 
the Secretary thereon, that he may be enabled to make returns to 
the next ensuing Convention. 


Voted, That the Thanks of the Convention be presented to the 
Rev'd Mr. Clarke, for his Excellent discourse this day delivered - 
before them. 


Voted, That the Rev’d Wm. Smith, Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, 
Geo. Gibbs, Esq’r, Col. Simeon Potter, John Smith, Esq’r and 
Robert N. Auchmuty, be appointed to Represent the Church in this 
State in General Convention, to be holden in Philadelphia, the 
Second Tuesday in Sept’r next. 


Voted, That this Convention is adjourned till the Second Wed- 
nesday in July next, then to meet in St. John’s Church, Providence. 


A true Copy from the Minutes. 


Jeremian E, Jenkins, Secretary. 


*Repealed at the Convention, June, 1813. 
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1796. ‘ 
At a Convention held in Saint John’s Church, Provi- 
dence, August 7, 1796. 


Present, —The Rev’d Wm. Smith, 
Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, 
Rev’d John Usher, 
John Smith, Esq’r, | 
John I. Clark, Esq’r, | 
John Mumford, Esq’r, ( Lay Delegates. 
Cyprian Sterry, Esq’r, | 
Jeremiah F. Jenkins, Secretary. 
Met at half-past Ten o’clock. The Rev’d Mr. Usher 
opened the Convention with Prayers, and the Rev’d Mr. 
Smith gave an excellent Learned Discourse. After 
Divine Service, proceeded to Business. 


Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented by the 
Secretary, to the Rev'd Mr. Smith for his much approved Sermon, 
delivered this day, on the occasion. 


Voted, That the Rev’ds Messrs. Smith, Usher, Clarke, John 
I. Clark and John Smith, Esq’rs, be appointed a Standing Com- 
mittee for the present year. 


Voted, That the next Annual Convention be held at Newport, 
in Trinity Church, on the Second Wednesday in July next. 


A True Copy from the Minutes. 
Jeremian F. Jenxins, Secretary. 


In consequence of a Request made to the Standing Committee 
of this State, to postpone the meeting of our Annual Convention, 
which was to have been holden on the 2d Wednesday of July, in 
Trinity Church, Newport,— 

We, the Standing Committee, have taken the same into consid- 
eration, and after deliberating upon the Propriety of the Request, 
Do hereby, under the Authority of the fourth Article of our State 
Constitution, Postpone the meeting of the said Convention, to some 
day either in the Month of September or October, as shall be found 
most convenient to ourselyes, and to our Brethren in Trinity 
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Church, Newport, of which, official notice will be given, and we 
do hereby authorize the Secretary of our Convention, to notify 
this, our present Determination to the several Churches in this 
State. 
Witness our hands,— 
A true copy. AprauaM L. Criarge. 
Joun Usnen, ) Stands 
Sonw dl; @EseRist cs; ee 
’( Committee. 
Joun Smiru, ) 


Done at Providence, July 1, A. D., 1797. 
Jeremian HF, Jenxins, Secretary. 


In consequence of the absence of the Rev. Mr. Clarke, and 
that of the Rev'd Mr. John Gardner, of Boston, declining to take 
charge of Trinity Church, at Newport, and that of the Rev’d Mr. 
Usher requesting an adjournment of the meeting of the Conven- 
tion,— 

We, a part of the Standing Committee, have taken the same 
into Consideration, and do hereby, under the Authority of our 
Constitution, further postpone the meeting of the Convention to 
some day in June or July, next ensuing, of which official notice 
will be given,— and we authorize the Secretary of the Convention 
to notify this Determination to the several churches in this State. 

Witness our Hands,— 


A true copy. Joun I. Crarx, ) : ; 
Joun Surin, 5 Standing Com’ te. 


Done at Providence, Oct. 2d, 1797. 
Jeremiay |. Jenkins, Secretary. 
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1798, 


At a Convention held in Trinity Church, at Newport, 
on Wednesday, the 11th day of July, 1798. 
Present.— The Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, 
Rev’d John Usher, 
Rev’d Theodore Dehon. 
Lay Delegates.— John Bourse, 
John Handy, 
Rob’t N. Auchmuty, Ne t 
Francis Brindley, Me pets 
Christopher Champlin, 
George Gibbs, J 


John Smith, proicakee: 
John Mumford, roviaente. 


Richard Pearce, Bristol. 
Met at 11 o’clock. 


The Rev’d Mr. Dehon opened the Cenvention with 
Prayers, and the Rev’d Mr. Clarke delivered an excellent 
moral Sermon. 

At half-past 12 o’clock proceeded to Business. 'The 
Rev’d Mr. Clarke chosen President. 

The Rev’d Mr. Dehon presented credentials of his 
appointment to the Rectorship of ‘Trinity Church, at 
Newport, and also a Certificate of the choice of Dele- 
gates to represent said Church, in Convention, certified by 
the Vestry Clerk. 

Similar assurances were verbally presented from St. 
John’s Church, Providence, and St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol,— the Certificates being casually left. 


Voted, That the alteration in the third article in the State Con- 
vention, as proposed by Trinity Church, be amended and adopted. 

Voted, That the 11th Article be expunged from the Constitu- 
tion. 

Voted, That the 13th Article be expunged. 


Voted, That the proposed addition to the Articles, be Adopted. 
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Voted, That the Constitution, as now altered and amended, be 
received and established as the Constitution of the Churches of 
his State. 

Articiz. 1st.—The Protestant Episcopal Church in this State 
of Rhode Island, hath and ought to have, in common with all 
other Denominations of Christians, full and unalienable Powers to 
regulate the concerns of their own Communion. 


Art. 2d. Under the Protection, and agreeable to the Institu- 
tion of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, this Church shall 
always hold the three Orders of Bishop, Priest and Deacon, as 
essentially and indispensably necessary to the right and due ad- 
ministration of the Word and Sacraments. 


Arr. 8d. The Convention shall have discretionary Power to 
invite any American Bishop, to comprehend the Churches in this 
State in his Diocese, until it shall be deemed expedient by the 
then existing Convention to elect a Bishop, who shall reside in 
this State. 


Art. 4th.—An annual Convention consisting’ of the Clergy 
and one or more lay Delegates from each Congregation, shall be 
holden on the Second Wednesday in July, or any other day ap- 
pointed by the Bishop and Standing Committee of the State, in 
each Parish, by rotation, and to be always opened with Prayers 
and a Sermon. 


Arr. 5th.—The Bishop, if present, shall preside, ex-officio,— 


but, if absent, the Rector of the Parish, where the Convention is 


held, shall preside de jure, and the Articles and Canons of the 
General Convention, shall be the Rule whereby the Convention 
shall act. 


Art. 6th.—At every annual Convention, there shall be ap- 
pointed a Standing Committee, consisting of the Clergy and one 
lay member from each Church, whose extent of duty and Power, 
shall from time to time be defined by the Convention, and they 
shall report their Proceedings to every ensuing Convention. 

Art, 7th.—The Clergy and Laity in Convention, shall delib- 
erate and vote in one Body, but, if required by any member, may 
vote as two distinct Orders, and the joint Concurrence of both shall 
be necessary to give Validity to every measure. 

__ Arr. 8th.—Every Clergyman canonically ordained and induct- 
ed Be aay Congregation in this State, shall be deemed a member, 
ex-officio. 


Art. 9th.—If any Olergyman in this State shall demean him- 
4 
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self in such manner as to incur Censure, his Crimination shall be 
made out in writing and signed by two or three Witnesses, as 
directed in the Holy Scriptures, and forwarded to the Bishop, in 
order that he may proceed with the same according to the nature 
and evidence of the accusation. 


Art. 10th.—If any Clergyman shall exclude from the Holy 
Jommunion any one of the Communicants, he shall transmit an 
account of his so doing to the Bishop, within forty days, with the 
Nature of the offence and the evidence by which the charge is sup- 
ported, and the Bishop’s sentence shall be decisive, unless the 
suspended person shall think proper to appeal to a Council of 
Bishops. * 

Art. 11th.—If a Clergyman thinks himself aggrieved by any 
of his Parishioners, or if any Parishioner, on the other hand, 
thinks he is aggrieved by his Clergyman so highly that a reconcil- 
iation cannot be brought about by private conferences, or by the 
interposition of friends, which shall be first tried, the party ag- 
grieved may complain to the Bishop, in writing, stating the nature 
of his complaint, with his proofs; and the Bishop’s sentence shall 
be decisive, unless the parties appeal to a Council of Bishops. 

Art. 12th.—That any Church in this State which hes not ac- 
ceded to the Constitution, may hereafter ; and on so doing, may 
be entitled to a representation in the Convention of this State. 


That the Convention adjourn to meet again in Church 
at 4 o’clock. 


Met at 4 o’clock, all the members present except Geo. 
Gibbs, Esq. 

That the present Secretary be chosen for the present 
year. 


Voted, That Robert N. Auchmuty and Benjamin Gardner of 
Newport, and William Larned and Jeremiah I’, Jenkins of Proy- 
dence, be lay Delegates to represent the Church of this State in 
General Convention at Philadelphia, in September next. 

Voted, That the Rey’d Mr. Clarke with Jeremiah F. Jenkins, 
be appointed to examine, correct and amend the minutes of this — 
Convention. ) 

Voted, That the Convention recommend to the individual 
Churches, through their Delegates, to make provision for defraying 
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the expenses of those Delegates, who may go on to represent the 
Churches of this State in the General Convention, at Philadelphia, 
in September next. 

Voted, That the Rev’d Messrs. Abraham L. Clarke, J. Usher, 
Theodore Dehon, Robert N. Auchmuty, John I. Clark and John 
Smith, Esq’r, be a Standing Committee. 


Voted, That the thanks of this Conveution, be presented to the 
Rev'd Mr. Clarke, for his much approved discourse this day. 

Voted, That the Convention do now proceed to the Election of 
a Bishop, to superintend the Church in this State. 

Voted, That the Right Rev’d Doctor Bass, (having been duly 
elected and consecrated for the Church of Massachusetts,) be 
chosen by the members of this Convention, as the Bishop of our 

Church. 

Voted, That the Rev’d Messrs. Abraham L. Clarke, John 
Usher and Theodore Dehon, be a Committee to write to the Rev’d 
Doctor Bass, and solicit him to take charge of the Churches in this 
State. 

Voted, That the Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, John Usher and 
Theodore Dehon, together with Robert N. Auchmuty and John 
Handy, Esq’rs, be a Committee in behalf of this Convention, to 
apply to the ‘‘ Society for the propagation of the Gospel in foreign 
Parts”’ ; acquaint them with the Death of Mrs. Case, relict of the 
late John Case, Hsq’r, of Narragansett, and request to make over 
- their trust in that Estate, to the Rectors of the Churches in Provi- 
dence and Newport, Bristol and Narragansett, and to their Succes- 
sors ; that it may be appropriated by them according to the inten- 
tion of the Testator. 


Adjourned without day. 
Jeremian EF’, Jenkins, Secretary. 


Boston, July 20, 1798. 


Reverend and Honored, ° 

Your Election of me to preside over 
your respectable Church, the account of which I have received by 
Rev'd Mr. Dehon, does me much honor. Your notice of me in 
_ this way is very flattering. Having taken upon me the charge of 
the Church in this Commonwealth, the extension of my Diocese 
should not be very agreeable to me under the sense of my inability 
duly and properly to discharge the duties of it. 


&. 


28 JOURNAL OF THE CONVENTION. [1798 


I cannot however withstand your unanimous voice, and shall 
endeavor by the grace and assistance of Almighty God, to pay all 
the attention to your Church, that shall be consistent with my other 
duties. ' 

Iam, Gentlemen, with the greatest respect and consideration, 
your faithful humble Servant, 

EpwarD, 
Bishop of the prot. epis. Church, in Massachusetts. 


Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Rhode Island. 


We, the Standing Committee of the Church of Rhode Island, 
having received a Letter from our Diocesan announcing that the 
Bishops of the State Churches have ordered a Special General 
Convention, on the Eleventh Day of June, in the City of Phila- 
delphia, and being requested to Call a State Convention, before the 
time of our annual meeting in July,—Do therefore, under the 
fourth Article of our State Constitution, hereby order and appoint 
Wednesday, the 15th of May next, for the meeting of said Con- 
vention, and We do hereby authorize and request Mr, Jeremiah 
F. Jenkins, the Secretary of our Episcopal Convention, to notice 
the Churches of the same and solicit them to appear, duly repre- 
sented, at 10 o’clock, A. M., on the above mentioned Day in the 
Church of Bristol. 

As Witness our hands, this 26th Day of April, 1799. 


Signed, ABRAHAM L. CuarxE,” } 
Joun UsHer, 
Joun Surru, Standing 
JoHN Innus CLARK, Committee. 


THEODORE Danon, 
Rosesrt N, Avcumury. 
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At a Convention held in St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 
Wednesday, May 195, 1799, 


Present,—The Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, 
The Rev'd John Usher, 
The Rev’d Theodore Dehon. 


Lay Delegates.—Francis Brindley, | 
Christo. Champlin, 
John Bourse, Newport. 
Benja. Gardner, | 
Robert N. Auchmuty. | 


John Smith, ) 
John Mumford, | 
Jere’h Olney, > Providence. 


Jere’h I’. Jenkins, | 
Moses Lippitt, 


Richard Pearce, 

Nath’! Munro, Bristol. 
Dan’! Banass, 

Met at half-past 10 o’clock at Church. The Rev’d 

Mr. Clarke opened the Convention with Prayers, and the 


_ Rev’d Mr. Dehon gave avery acceptable Discourse.— 


After Divine Service, proceeded to Business. 

The Rev’d Mr. Usher, declining to accept the Presi- 
dency of the Convention, as pointed out by the Consti- 
tution, the Rev’d Mr. Clarke was unanimously Elected, 
and. Presided. | 

The Rev’d Mr. Clarke, proposed that the Rev’d 
Joseph Warren, be admitted and received as a Member 
of this Convention, from the Church of Saint Paul’s, 
Narragansett. 

Voted, That the Rev’d Joseph Warren, be received as a Mem- 
ber of this Convention. 


Voted, That the Rev’d Messrs. Abraham L. Clarke and Theo- 
dore Dehon, are Chosen to Represent the Church of this State, in 
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General Convention, at Philadelphia, the second Tuesday in June 
next. 


Adjourned from Church to Rev’d Mr. Usher’s House. 
Met again at half-past 2 o’clock. 


Voted, That Messrs. Robert N. Auchmuty, of Newport, and 
William Larned, of Providence, be chosen lay Delegates, to repre- 
sent this Church, in General Convention, in June, next at Phila- 
delphia. 

N. B.—There being four Delegates appointed to represent the 
Church of this State, in the next General Convention, either one 
of which going on, his expenses, it is fully agreed, shall be de- 
frayed by the several Churches. 

Voted, That the annual meeting of this State Convention be 
in future, on the first Wednesday in June, instead of the second 
Wednesday in July. 

Voted, That the Rev’d Messrs. Abraham L. Clarke, John 
Usher, Theodore Dehon, and Joseph Warren, with Messrs. Robert 
N. Auchmuty, John Smith and Richard Pearce, be a Standing 
Committee. 

Voted, That the Committee appointed at the last Convention, 
held in Newport, the Llthof July, 1798, be empowered to request 
the society in England, to convey to the Rectors of the different 
Churches in this State, all their right or trust in any other proper- 
ty, which may have been vested in them for the use of the Church 
in the present State of Rhode Island, late Colony, &c., and their 
successors. 

Voted, That the Representation from Christopher Champlin, 
Hsq’r, as respects the Church Land, in Narragansett, is fully satis- 
factory and acceptable to the Convention. 

‘Voted, That this Convention do concur in the amendment of 
the Providence Episcopal Church, as proposed in General Conven- 
tion, in the City of Philadelphia, September, 1795. 

Voted, That each Church represented in this Convention, shall 
have four votes ; that whenever more than four Delegates from any 
Church attend, they shall enjoy the right of session and debate, 
but the Privilege of Voting shall be to the four first Elected ; 
and in case any Church shall not be fully represented, then each 
of their Delegates present, shall have one vote. 


Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rev'd Mr. Dehon, for his excellent Discourse this Day. 
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Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented the 
Secretary for his Services. 


Voted, That Jeremiah F. Jenkins, be Chosen Secretary for 
this Convention. [Opposed by the Secretary]. 


Adjourned sine die. 
Jeremian EF, Jenxins, Secretary. 
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At a regular Convention held in St. John’s Church, 
10 o’clock, Wednesday Morning, June 4th, 1800. 
Present,—John Innes Clark, } 


Jeremiah Olney, (| Delgates 
William Larned, 
No Representation appearing from either of the other 
Churches in this State, it was expedient to adjourn with- 
out Day, and voted accordingly. 


Jere’ FI’. Jenxins, Secretary. 


a FS =e fe ee 
At the annual Convention held in St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol, on Wednesday, 3d June, 1801. 


Present,—The Right Rev’d Bishop Bass. 
Rev’d John Usher. 
Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke. 
Rev’d Theodore Dehon. 
Rev'd Abraham Brunson. 
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Lay Delegates,—Benjamin Gardner, Newport. 
Jeremiah F. Jenkins, | 
William Allen, 
William Larned, 
John Carlile, 


Nathaniel Munro, 


Providence. 


meconenne oe 


William Pierce, ' 
James Munro, pie 
Kdw’d Munro, J 


Met at 11 o’clock, at the Church, and opened the 
Convention with Prayers by the Rev’d Mr. Brunson,— 
and an excellent Discourse by the Right Rev’d Bishop 


Bass ; after which the Convention proceeded to business. 
Voted, That the Rev’d Abraham lL. Clarke, John Usher, 
Theodore Dehon, Ab’m Brunson, with Messrs. Robert N. Auch- 


muty, of Newport, John Smith, of Providence, Richard Pearce, 
of Bristol, be a Standing Committec, 


Voted, That the Rev’d Abraham L. Clarke, and the Rev’d 
Theodore Dehon be Delegates to attend the General Convention 
at Trenton, the second Tuesday in Sept’r next. 


Voted, That John I. Clark, William Allen, Thomas L. Halsey, 
be Lay Delegates for Providence ; Benj. Gardner, George Gibbs, 
Robert N. Auchmuty, for Newport. 


Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented the 
worthy Bishop for his excellent discourse this Day. 


Voted, To adjourn the Convention to meet at half. past 3 o’clock, 
at the Rev’d Mr. Usher’s. 


Met again at half-past three o’clock. 


Voted, That the annual State Convention meet at Newport, on 
Wednesday, the second day of June, 1802. 


Voted, That the Rev'd Mr. Clarke be requested to prepare a 
Sermon for the next Convention. 


Convention adjourned without day. % 
Jeremiau E, Jenxins, Secretary. 


Adjourned to the 29th June. 
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1802. 


Newburyport, May 21, 1802. 


It being represented to me that it is expedient to adjourn the 
Episcopal Church Convention of the State of Rhode Island, from 
Wednesday, the second day of June, to Tuesday, the twenty-ninth 
of said month, then to meet in Trinity Church, at Newport, I 
therefore, in union with the Standing Committee, authorize the 
Secretary to notify the same agreeably thereto. 

Signed, EpWarD, 
Bishop of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 
Signed Tuxropore Denon, 
Joun Surry, Standing Com’te. 
Roszrt N. Avcnmury. 


It being found expedient from Circumstances unavoid- 
able to adjourn the Convention again from the 29th 
June to St. Michael’s day, the 29th September—I was 
under the necessity of assuming the same. 

Jeremian I, Jenxins, Secretary. 

Copies of Notifications, published in the Providence 
Gazette, June 26, 1802, viz: 

* Notice is hereby given that the annual Convention 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this State will be 
held at Trinity Church in Newport on Tuesday the 29th 
of June inst.”—“ By order ”’ 

Signed  Jeremian EF’. Jenkins, Sec’ry.” 

* Notice—It is found expedient from Circumstances 
unavoidable, that the Episcopal Church Convention be 
adjourned until St. Michael’s Day, being Wednesday the 
29th of September next ’’—1802. 

Signed J. F. Jenxins, Sec’ry. 
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Providence, Wednesday, Sept’r 29, 1802. 
By reason of the absence of the Clergy, the meeting 
of the adjotirned Convention was deem’d by the Provi- 
dence Members to be unnecessary—consequently was 
Unattended to & not Notified to Meet. 
Jeremiau FE’, Jenkins, Sec’l’y. 


1806. 


At a Convention duly notified, held at Newport in 
Trinity Church on Wednesday, 12th November ,1806. 


The Churches of Newport, Providence, Bristol and — 
Narragansett. It was unanimously agreed to | oes the 
Convention at the Church Glebe. 

Newport represented by 

The Rev’d Theodore Dehon, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Rev'd John Ward, Assistant to Trinity Church. 


Francis Brinley, 
Robert N. Auchmuty, Benja. Gardner, > Lay Delegates. 
Simeon Martin, 


Providence represented by 


The Rev’d Johr ~ Blackburn, Rector of St. John’s Churech. 


John I. Clark, 
Jere’h I’. Jenkins, > Lay Delegates. 
Jno. Mumford, 


Bristol represented. by 


The Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, Rector of St. Michael’s 
Church. 


William Pierce, Lay Delegate. 
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Narragansett or Wickford Church, St. Paul’s, repre- 


sented by 
John Gardner as Lay Delegate. 


After authoritative testimonials from the different 
Representatives were presented and approved, the Con- 
vention proceeded to Business. 


The Rev’d Theodore Dehon, Presiding President, 


Jere’h EF. Jenkins, Secretary. 


Voted, That a2 Committee be appointed to inquire into the 
Lands said to be Bequeathed for the benefit of the Episcopal 
- Charch in this State, particularly at Warren and Tivertown. 


Voted, That William Pierce, Charles Collins and Benjamin 
Bosworth be a Committee to ascertain what Land there is belong- 
ing to the Episcopal Church of this State, said to be in Warren, 
and report the same to the Secretary as soon as may be. 


Voted, That Robert N. Auchmuty, Benjamin Gardner and 
Simeon Martin be a Committee to ascertain what Land there is in 
Tivertown belonging to the Episcopal Church in this State, and 
make report of the same to the Secretary as soon as may be. 


Voted, That the Reverends Theodure Dehon, Alexander V. 
Griswold, John L. Blackburn & Jno. Ward with Messrs John 
Bourse, John Mumford, William Pierce and John Gardner be 
the Standing Committee. 


Voted, That this Convention will now proceed to the Election 
of a Bishop. 


Voted unanimously, That the Right Reverend Benjamin Moore, 
D. D. &c, Bishop of the protestant Episco’ | Church in the 
State of New York, be and is elected Bishop of the Church in 
this State, and that the Rever’ds ‘Theodore Dehon, Alexander V. 
Griswold, John L. Blackburn & John Ward be a Committee to 
inform said Bishop of his Election, and to solicit earnestly his 
acceptance of the Same. 


Voted, That the Rev’d Theodore Dehon be Chosen to Preach 
a Sermon before the next Convention to meet at Providence, & 
in case of failure that the Rev’d John Ward perform the Same, 
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Voted unanimously, That the Thanks of this Convention be 
presented by the Secretary to the Rev’d Mr. Griswold pe his 
much approved orthodox sermon delivered this Day. 


This Convention adjourned sine die. 
Jer’u F. Jenxins, Secretary. 


LS Ov = 


Providence, Wednesday, June 3d, 1807. 
At an annual Convention held this day at St. John’s 
Church, Providence, duly notified., 
Newport represented by 


The Rev’d Theodore Dehon, Rector of Trinity Church. 
Rev'd John Ward, Assistant to Trinity Church, 

Benjamin Gardner, ) 

Samuel Whitehorn, j 


Providence represented by 


The Rev’d Nathan B. Crocker, Minister St. John’s Church. 
John ” .es Clark, 
Thom:s L. Halsey, 
anh atonkine! ' Lay Delegates. 
John Mumford, 


No representation from either of the Churches of 
Bristol or Narragansett. 


Lay Delegates. 


Authoritative testimonials from the sits Ie 
were produced and approved. 

The Rev’d Nathan Bourn Crocker presided Prentieee 

Jeremiah FE. Jenkins, Secretary. 


Voted, That the Standing Committee shall consist of the Rev’d 
Theodore Dehon, Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, Rev’d Nathan 
Bourn Crocker, Rev'd John Ward, with Mr. John Bourse. 
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Voted, That the Rev’d John Ward be chosen to Preach a ser- 
mon before the next Convention, and that the Rev’d Nathan B. 
Crocker in case of failure, be prepared to perform that Duty. 


Voted unanimously, That the Thanks of this Convention be 
presented by the Secretary to the Rev’d Mr. Dehon, for his Excel- 
lent Sermon delivered this Day. 


Voted, That the next Convention be held at Bristol, and that 
the Secretary give a fortnight’s previous Notice of the same in the 
Providence and Newport Papers. 


This Convention adjourned, sine die. 


Jere’ F. Jenxins, Secretary. 


1s0s. 


At a Special Convention, duly Notified, held at St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol, on Tuesday the third day of 
May, 1808. 


The Churches of Newport, Provence and Bristol 
being represented as follows : : 


Newport by 


The Rev’d Theodore Dehon, Rector of Trinity Church. 
Rey’d John Ward, Assistant to Trinity Church, 
Robert N. Auchmuty, } 
Benjamin Gardner, | 
Samuel Whitehorn, f Lay Delegates. 
William Crooke, | 


Providence by 


Rey'd Nathan Bourn Crocker, Rector St. John’s. 
John Munford, Ba nelest 
Jere’h F. Jenkins. ¢ “0Y “Ore9mes: 
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Bristol by 


Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, Rector St. Michael’s. 


William Pierce, | 


Jon’a W. Russell, | 
Charles Collins, Lay Delegates. 


Allen Bourne, 


No representation from the Church at Wickford, Narra- 


gansett. 


Voted, That it is Expedient, the annual Business that would be 
taken up on Wednesday, first day of June next, be transacted at 
this Convention. 


Voted, That the Standing Committee be continued the same as 
were Elected the year previous. 


Voted, That the Reverends Theodore Dehon, Alexander ;V. 
‘Griswold, Nathan B. Crocker, & Jo. Ward, be and are hereby 
Elected to Represent the Church of this State, at the next Gener-" 
al Convention to be held at Baltimore, State Maryland. 


Voted, That John Innes Clark, Jere’h F. Jenkins, and Allen 
Bourne, be Elected to Represent this Church at the General Con- 
vention. 


Voted, That Thanks be presented the Rev’d John Ward for 
his approved Sermon before the Convention this Day, also to the 
Rev'd Mr. Crocker, for his Service in reading Prayers. 


Voted, That the Rev'd N. B. Crocker be Chosen to prepare a 
Discourse to deliver at the next Annual Convention, to Convene 
at Newport, Juve, 1809. 


Voted, That the Rev'd A. V. Griswold be prepared in case of 
failure of the Rev’d Mr. Crocker, to perform that Duty. 


Voted, That the next annual Convention be held at Alempor 
on the first Wednesday June, 1809. 


Voted unanimously, That this Convention consent and approve . 
of the Amendment proposed by the House of Clerical and Lay 
Delegates of the Gen’l Convention, and that the Representatives 
be authorised to support the same. 


- 
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Voted, That Wm. Hunter be added to the former Committee 
who were appointed to ascertain what Land there was given for 
the use of the Episcopal Church in the Town of Warren. 

This Convention be adjourned sine die. 

Jen’ FE. Jenxins, Secretary. 


1s09s. 


Newport, Wednesday June 7, 1809. 
At an Annual Convention held this day at Trinity 
Church, Newport, duly Notified. 


Newport represented by 


The Rev’d Theodore Dehon, Rector Trinity Church, 
Rev’d John Ward, Assistant Minister to same. 


Francis Brinley, | 
John Bourse, 
Robert N. Auchmuty, | 
Benja. Gardner, | Lay Delegates. 
William Crooke, 
Simeon Martin, 
Samuel Whitehorn, | 
Providence represented by 
Rev'd Nathan B. Crocker, Rector St. John’s Church. 
Jere’h I. Jenkins, Lay Delegate. 
Bristol represented by 
Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, Rector St. Michael’s Church. 
William Pierce, Lay Delegate. 
Wickford, St. Paul’s Church,—No Representation. 
Authoritative testimonials from the Representatives 
were produced and approved. 
The Rev’d Theodore Dehon presided President. 


Jeremiah F’, Jenkins, Secretary. 
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Voted That the Standing Committee shall consist of the Rev’ds 
Theodore Dehon, Alexander V. Griswold, Nathan B. Crocker, 
John Ward, Messrs. John Bourse, Newport, Jere’h F. Jenkins, 
Providence, and William Pierce, Bristol. 


Voted. That the Rev’d. Alex’r V. Griswold be prepared to de- 
liver a Discourse at the next annual Convention to meet at Provi- 
dence 


Voted, The Rev’d Theodore Dehon be requested to be pre- 
pared with a Discourse in case of failure in the Rev’d Mr. Gris- 
wold. 


Voted, That the next annual Convention convene at Providence 
on the first Wednesday in June, (6th of the Month.) 


Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be presented the 
Rev’d Mr.Crocker for his Excellent Sermon delivered before them 
this Day, and the same be presented the Rev'd Mr.Griswold for 


Service in reading Prayers. 


A letter was then read from the Convention of Massa- 
chusetts on the subject of the Election of a Bishop to pre- 
side over the States of Massachusetts, New Hampshire & 
Rhode Island. After some debate—resolved that the 
further consideration of this business be postponed to a 
future Convention, & that a Committee be appointed to 
correspond. 


Voted & Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to address 
the Wardens & Vestry of St. Paul’s Church in North Kingston, 
é& inquire of them whether there exists any cause or causes of 
their disunion with us, which this Convention can alleviate, and 
to assure the said Wardens &Vestry of the Interest which the 
Convention feel for the welfare of St. Paul’s Church & of their 
earnest desire that the said Church should be represented in our 
future Conventions. 


Voted, That the Clergy of the Churches in Newport, Provi- 
dence & Bristol be the Committee for the above purpose, & that 
they be required also to inform the Wardens & Vestry of St. 
Paul’s Church of the communication received from the Conven- 
tion in Massachusetts, and that said Committee be requested to 
ascertain the views of the Massachusetts Convention, and Intentions 
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with respect to their proposed union,—and that they be au- 
therised to appoint the time for calling the Convention together, 
ani receive their report. 

Voted, That this Convention be adjourned sine die. 


Jere’H EF. Jenkins, Secretary. 


fear? 6 


iinet North Kingston, Narragansett, 
Wednesday, August 23, 1809. 


At a regular adjourned Convention, at St. Paul’s 
Church, for Special business. 


Newpurt represented by 
The Rev’d Theodore Dehon, Rector Trinity Church. 
Rev'd John Ward assistant Minister. 
Benjamin Gardner, 
Robert N. akon Lay Delegates. 


Simeon Martin, 


Providence by 
Rev'd Nathan Bourn Crocker, Rector St. John’s Church. 
Jere’h F. Jenkins, Lay Delegate. 
Bristol by 
Rey’d Alexander V. Griswold, Rector St. Michael’s Church. 


William Pierce, 
John W. Russell, }- Lay Delegates. 
Allen Bourn, 


North Kingston, St. Paul’s Church, Represented by 
Jeremiah Brown, 
Dan’! Updike, 
Nathan’! Munday, 
Samuel Gardner, 
Lodowick Updike, 
Sylvester Gardner, | 


N. B. Who did not take their Seats until the afternoon. 
6 


Lay Delegates. 
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Authoritative testimonials from the Representatives 
were produced-and approved. 

The Rev’d Theodore Dehon Chosen and Presided 
President. 

After the performing Divine Service, the Conven- 
tion was onened by the Secretary, there being no Rector 
of St. Micnael’s Church. 

The Rev’d Theodore Dehon was then Chosen Presi- 
dent, and proceeded to business. 


At the particular request ef Daniel Updike, one of the 
Wardens of St. Paul’s Church, and others of the Con- 
gregation, the Convention consented .to adjourn untill 
half-past 2 o’clock, to afford them the opportunity to ap-. 
point their Delegates to represent in this Convention, St. 
Paul’s Church. 

Adjourned accordingly. 


The Convention met again in the afternoon. 


Voted, That the thanks of the Convention be presented the 
Rev’d Mr. Griswold, for his Excellent Sermon delivered this day 
before the Convention. 


Then appeared, with an approved Testimonial, Daniel 
Updike, Jeremiah Brown, Nathaniel Munday, Samuel E. 
Gardner, LoJowick Updike, Sylvester Gardner, as the 
Representatives for St.. Paul’s Church, and they took 
their seats accordingly. 

The Report of the Committee was then read, viz : 


The Committee to whom was referred at the last Convention, 
the letter from the Church in Massachusetts inviting the Churches 
in this State to unite with them in the choice of a Bishop, beg 
leave to report that they are unanimously of opinion __ 
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First,—That it is expedient and very desirable that the Church 
in this State should have the superintending care and official ser- 


vice of a Bishop. 

Secondly,—That the proposal from the Church in Massachusetts, 
opens the best prospect of obtaining these benefits in the most 
satisfactory manner, and as far as the Committee have been able 
to investigate the subject, appears to have arisen from an impartial 
and disinterested respect to the general good of the Church. 

The Committee do therefore recommend that this: Convention 
should acceed to the proposal of the Convention of Massachusetts, 
and that the Churches in this State be severally requested to ap- 
point Delegates to represent them in the united Convention when- 
ever it shall be held. 

All which is respectfully submitted by 

Y’r obd’t Serv’ts, 
Signed, Atexanper V. GriswoLp, 
THEopore Denon, Committee. 
Naruan B. Crocker, 


Voted, That the report of the Committee be received and 
adopted. | 


Voted, That the Reverends Mr. Griswold, Dehon and Crocker 
be a Committee to write to the Convention in Massachusetts, sig- 
nifying our acceptance and compliance with their proposal with 
regard to the election of a Bishop. 


Wrote second March. 
Voted, That this Convention be adjourned without day. 
Jer’u F Jenkins, Secretary. 


1 SL O.. 


Providence, State Rhode Island, 
Wednesday, June 6, 1810. : 


At an Annual Protestant Episcopal Convention held 
this first Wednesday in June, at the Town House, by 
reason of the re-building of St. John’s Church, 
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The Churehes of Newport, Providence and Bristol, in 
Represent ition, viz: 
Newport Represented by 
Rev'd John Ward, Trinity Church. 
Benjamin Gardner, Lay Delegate. 
Providence, ; 
Rev’d Nathan B. Crocker, St. John’s Church. 
Thomas L. Halsey, 
Jeremiah F. Jenkins, | 
KEph’m Bowen, Jr., > Lay Delegates. 
John Mumford, | 
Jno. Carlile. J 
Bristol, St. Michael’s Church, 
Rev'd Alex’r V. Griswold, Rector, 
Sinaia 
John W. Ruscell 5 Lay Delegates. 
North Kingston, St. Paul’s Church, no Representation 
After authoritative Testimonials from the different 
Representations were receiv’d and approv’d, proceeded to 
Business, after attending Divine Service respectively 
performed. 
The Rev’d Nathan B. Crocker presiding President, 
Jeremiah FE’. Jenkins Secretary. 


Voted, That the Standing Committee shall consist of the Rev'd 
Alexander V. Griswold, Rev’d Nathan B. Crocker, and Benjamin 
Gardner of Newport. 


Voted, That the Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, Rev’d Nathan 
B. Crocker, Benjamin Gardner, and Sam’] Whitehorn of New- 
port, Thomas L. Halsey of Providence, and Jonathan W. Russell, 
of Bristol, be Delegates to represent the Churches of this State 
at the General Convention, to be holden in Connecticut, at New 
Haven, on the third Tuesday in May, it being the 21st, 1811. 


Voted, That the Rev’c Alex’r V. Griswold, Rev’d Nathan B. 
Crocker, Ephraim Bowen, Jr., Thomas L. Halsey, Benja.’ Gard- 
ner, John W. Russell, Daniel Updike, of North Kingston, be 
the Delegates to represent the Churches of this State at the Epis- 
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copil Hastern Diocese of the United States Convention, to be 
convened at Boston, the lass Wednesday of September next, it 
being on the 26th day of the Month, 1810. 


Voted, That the thanks of this Convention he presented the 
Rev'd John Ward, for his approv’d Discourse delivered this Day. 

Voted, That the Rev’d Mr. Crocker be requested to prepare a 
Discourse for the next annual Convention, to be holden at Bristel, 
and in case of failure, that the Rev'd Mr. Griswold be prepared 
to Preach. 

Voted, That the Committee consisting of William Pierce, 
Cha’s Collins, Benja.’ Bosworth (to whom was added William 
Hunter, Attorney at Law, at a Convention held in May, 1808), 
who were authorised to ascertain the situation of the Lot of the 
Episcopal Church Land at Warren, and who were elected cr ap- 
aes at a previous Convention, that was held at Newport. Nov. 

12, 1806, said Committee be requested to procure a Copy of a 
Will that is appertaining thereto. and hand the same to William 
Hunter Hsq’r, requesting his written opinion on the Subject, and 
report at the next Convention, that it may be appropriated accord- 
ing to the [utention of the Testator. 


Voted, That the next annual Convention be held at Bristol. 
Voted, That this Convention adjourn, without day. 


Jeremian FE. Jenkins, Sec’l’y. 


2 i = pm ie ey 
Bristol, State of Rhode Island, 2 
The Twenty-fourth Day of April, A. D. ISil 5 
At a Special Convention of the Protestant F piscopal 
Church of the State of Rhode Island, held at St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Bristol, this 24th day of April, A. D. 
18il, 


% 
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Present,—The Rev'd Mr. Griswold, (Bishop elect,) Rector of 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 


The Rev’d Mr. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 


The Rev’d Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Newport. 
Lay Representation. 


Newport,—Messrs. Benj’n Gardner, Simeon Martin, and Robert 
N. Auchmuty. 


Providence,—Messrs. John Mumford, John Carlile. 


Bristol,—Messrs. Wm. Pierce, Ben’n Bosworth, John W. Rus- 
sell, and Charles Collins. 


North Kingston,—Mr. Daniel Updike. 

After Divine Service, the Convention proceeded to 
business, and from the indisposition of Jeremiah F. Jen- 
kins, their Secretary, R. N. Auchmuty was chosen Sec. 
pro tem. 

Authoritative Testimonials of Representation were 
then presented from the Churches of Providence, Bristol 
and North Kingston ; the members of Newport not be- 
ing furnished with a Testimonial, were, on the represen- 
tation of the Rev. Rector, that he was present at the 
time of their being chosen, allowed to take their seats. 

Voted, That Jeremiah F. Jenkins be continued Seoretary of 


this State Convention, and Mr. Jeremiah Lippitt, be appointed 
Assistant Secretary. 


Voted, That the Rev’d Mr. Griswold, the Rev’d Mr. Crocker, 
the Rev’d Mr. Wheaton, Rob’t N. Auchmuty, and Daniel Updike, 
be the Standing Committee of this State. 


Voted, That the Rev’d Mr. G. Rev’d Mr. 0. Rev’d Mr. W. 
together with Messrs. Ben’n Gardner, Tho’s L. Halsey, Dan’l 
Updike, and Cap’n Russell, be Delegates to represent this State 
in General Convention. 


Voted, That Mr. Simeon Martin be added to the Committee now 
existing, to ascertain the situation of a Lot of Land said to be 
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bequeathed to the Church in Warren, and they are requested to 
report at the next meeting. 


Voted, That Messrs. John Carlile and Jeremiah Lippitt, be a 
Committee to ascertain the situation of the Church lands in 
Warwick. 


Voted, That Messrs. Ben’n Gardner and Daniel Updike, be a 
Committee to ascertain the situation of the land in Charlestown, 
Narragansett, now in the possession of Mr. Champlin. 


Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be given to the 
Rev'd Mr. Crocker, for his excellent Discourse this day delivered, 
and to the Rev’d Mr. Wheaton for performing the Service. 


Voted, That accounts be furnished the Secr’y, from each Church 
in this State, of the annual number of Christenings, Marriages, 
Funerals, and number of Communicants. 


Voted, That the Rev'd Mr. Griswold, be requested to preach 
to the next Convention, to be holden at Newport. 


Adjourned sine die. 
Ros’t N. Aucumuty, Sec’ry pro tem. 
The above and foregoing is a true Copy of the Pro- 
ceedings of the Convention, holden at Bristol, April 4, 
18L1, recorded from the minutes signed by the said R. 
N. Auchmuty, by 
Jere, Lipritt, Assistant Sec’ry. 


ese 77s 
Newport, State of Rhode Island, &§c. 
At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the State of Rhode Island, held at Trinity 
Church, Newport, on Wednesday the Third day of June, 
A. D. 1812, | | 
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Present,—The Right Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, Bishop 
of the Kastern Diocese, and Rector 
of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 

The Rev’d Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Newport. 


The Rev’d Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 


Lay Delegates. 


Simeon Martin, Robert N. Auchmuty, Ben’n Gardner, Stephen 
T. Northam and Sam’l Whitehorn, Newport. 


John Mumford and Nathaniel Searle, Providence. 
William Pierce and John W. Russell, Bristol. 
Jeremiah Brown, George Brown, and Tho. R. Gardner, South 
Kingston, Narragansett. 

The Rev’d Mr. Montague, being present he was unani- 
mously admitted an honorary member, with the privilege 
of debating and voting. 

The Secretary and Assistant Secretary being absent, 
Robert N Auchmuty was chosen Secretary pro tem. 

The following Gentlemen were chosen the Standing 
Committee of this State-—The Right Rev’d Bishop 
ex-officio, The Rev’d Mr. Crocker, The Rev’d Mr. 
Wheaton, Mr. R. N. Auchmuty, Mr. Jeremiah Brown. 

The Right Rev’d A. V. Griswold, Rev’d Mr Crocker, 
the Rev’d Mr. Wheaton, Mr. Benj’n Gardner, Mr. T. L. 
Halsey, Mr. J. W. Russell and Mr. Tho’s R. Gardner, 
were chosen delegates to represent this State in Gen. 
Convention. 

The Rev’d Mr. Crocker, the Rev’d Mr. Wheaton, Mr. 
B. Gardner, Mr. N. Searle, Mr. J. W. Russell, and Mr. 
T’. R. Gardner, were chosen Members of the Diocesan 
Convention. 

Mr. J. F. Jenkins was chosen Sec’ry, pe Mr. J. Lip- 
pitt, Assistant Secretary of the Diocese, 
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Voted, That the Committee appointed by the two preceeding 
Conventions to ascertain the Situation of the Land bequeathed 
the Church at Warren, be continued, and they are hereby reques- 
ted to report their proceedings as soon as convenient. 


The Report of Mr. Lippitt respecting the Church 
Lands at Warwick, was received and ordered to be filed. 


Voted, That Mr. Ben’n Gardner and Mr. Francis Brinley, be 
a Committee to wait on Christopher G. Champlin, Esq’r, and 
obtain from him a conveyance of the Land in Charlestown, (of 
which he is now a Trustee) to the Trustees of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocese. 


A Report being received from the Rectors of the dif- 
ferent Churches, of Christenings, Marriages, Funerals and 
number of Communicants, the same was ordered to be 
filed with the papers of this Convention. 


Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be given to the 
Rt. Rev'd Bishop, for his very excellent discourse this day 
delivered. 


Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be given to R. N. 
Auchmuty, for his services this day delivered. 


Adjourned sine die. 
Rosert N. Avcumuty, Sec’ry pro tem. 
The above and foregoing are true Copies from the 
minutes signed as above, and are recorded by 


Jere. Lippitt, Assistant See’ry. 


LS1 Ss 
South Kingston, Rhode Island. 
At the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
7 
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holden at the Glebe House of St. Paul’s Church, Narra- 
gansett, on the Second day of June, A. D. 1813. 
Present,—The Right Reverend Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. 
Rev’d James Bowers, 


Rev’d Salmon Wheaton, 
Rev’d Nathan B. Crocker. 


Lay Delegates. 


Trinity Church, Newport,—Benjamin Gardner, Esquire. 

St. John’s Church, Providence.—Mr. John Mumford. 

St. Michael’s Church, Bristol—Mr. William Pierce, Charles 
Collins, Esquire. 

St. Paul’s, South Kingston—George Brown, Esqr. 

After Prayers, and a Sermon by the Bishop, and the 

administration of the Sacrament, 
Voted, That Mr. Jeremiah F. Jenkins be Secretary of the 


Convention the ensuing year, and Mr. Jeremiah Lippitt his 
Assistant. 


Voted, That whereas the fourth Canon of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church of the United States provides that in every State or 
Diocese, there shall be a Standing Committee, the Sixth Article of 
our State Constitution be repealed. 


Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rev. Mr. Crocker and 
Captain Collins be the Standing Committee of this State. 


The following Gentlemen are elected Delegates to 
represent the Churches in this State in General Conven- 
tion, viz: 

The Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, 
Rev. James Bowers, Messrs. Benjamin Gardner, of New- 
port, John Mumford, of Providence, J. W. Russell, of 
Bristol, and Thomas R. Gardner, of South Kingston. 


Voted, That the report of the Committee appointed to wait on 
Christopher G Champlin. Esqr., and obtain from him a convey- 
ance of the land in Charlestown, (of which he was supposed to be 
Trustee, ) to the Trustees of Donations to the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the Eastern Diocese, be received and filed. 
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Voted, That the Thanks of the Convention be presented to the 
Right Rev'd Dr. Griswold, for his excellent Sermon delivered 
before them this day. 


Voted, That the Clergyman of St. Paul’s Church be requested 
to preach once in Three months, to the people of Charlestown, in 
the Narragansett County. 


The following Statement of Marriages, Deaths, Bap- 
tisms, and number of Communicants, was made by the 
Rectors of the Several Churches, viz : 


Sr. Micuanw’s, Cavrcn.—Rt. Rev. Dr. Griswold, Rector.— 
Marriages, 3; Deaths, 8; Baptized, (adults, 50; children, 56 ;) 
106 ; Communicants,—added, 102 ;—Total, 148. Number of 
families, about 90. 


Trinity Cuurcu.—Reyv. Salmon Wheaton, Rector. Baptisms, 
16; Marriages, 3; Funerals, 4 ; Communicants, 105. 


Sr. Joun’s Cuurcu.—Nathan B. Crocker, Rector. Baptized, 
(adults, 8 ; infants, 7 ;) 15; Marriages, 8; admitted to the Com- 
munion, 10); Buried, 7 ;—Total number of Communicants, 59. 


Voted, That the Thanks of the Convention be given the Secre- 
tary, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker. 


A True Copy from minutes, signed by 
N. B. Crocker, Sec’ry pro tem. 
Attest,—Jrre Lippitt, Asst. Sec’ry. 


L812. 

At a Special Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden according 
to notice, at St. John’s Church, Providence, on the ash 
day of April, A. D. 1814. 


LIBRARY 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
URBANA 
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Present,—The Right Rev’d Dr. Griswold, Bishop of the Hast- 
ern Diocese, President. 
The Churches of Newport, Providence, Bristol, and 
North Kingston in Representation, viz : 
The Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, from St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol. 
The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, from Trinity Church, Newport. 
The Rev. Mr. Crocker, from St. John’s, Providence. | 
The Rey. Mr. Bowers, from St. Paul’s Church, N. Kingston. 
Lay Delegates. 


Messrs. Benjamin Gardner, and William ©. Gardner, from 
Trinity Church. 


Thomas L. Halsey, John Mumford, and Nathaniel Searle, jun, 
from St. John’s Church. ) 


John Howe, Samuel Smith, 2nd, and Lemuel Richmond, from 
St. Michael’s Church. . | 


Thomas R. Gardner, from St. Paul’s Church. 

After Prayers by the Rev. Mr. Crocker, and sermon 
by Rev. Mr. Wheaton, and the administration of the 
Communion, the Convention proceeded to business. 


Voted, That Jeremiah F. Jenkins be, and he is hereby appoint- 
ed Secretary, and Jeremiah Lippitt be and he hereby is appointed 
Assistant Secretary, of this Convention for the year ensuing. 


Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rey. Mr. Crocker, and 
Charles Collins, Esq., be, and they are hereby appointed the 
Standing Committee for the year ensuing. 


Voted, That the Rev. Mr. S. Wheaton, and the Rev. N. B. 
Crocker be Clerical Delegates, and that Benjamin Gardner, Esq., 
Ephraim Bowen, Esqg., and Mr. Abel Jones, and Mr. John 
Whitehorn, be, and they hereby are appointed Lay Delegates: to 
represent the Churches in this State, in the General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States, for the 
year ensuing. 


Voted, That Rev. N. B. Crocker, 8S. Wheaton, and J. Bowers 
be clerical, and N. Searle, jun., Benjamin Gardner, Charles Gard- 
ner, and T. R. Gardner, Hsq’rs, be lay Delegates to represent the 
Churches in this State to the Diocesan Convention, to be holden 
this year. 
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Voted, That'the Rt. Rev. Dr. Griswold, Rev. Mr. Wheaton, 
and Rey. Mr. Crocker, together with N. Searle, jun. Exsq’r, be a 
Committee to revise the Constitution of the Church of this State, 
and report at the next Convention. 


Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Rey. Mr. Wheaton, for his services this day rendered. 


Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Griswold, for his services as President of this Con- 
vention. 

The following Statement of Baptisms, Marriages, 
Deaths, and number of Communicants in the Several 
Churches, was made by the Rectors of the several 
Churches under their hands, viz : 


Sr. Mrcwary’s Cuurcu.—Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Rector.— 
Baptisms, (adults, 5, infants, 7;) 12; Marriages, 5; Communi- 
cants, (new) 7; Deaths, 10. 


Trinity Cuurcu.—Rev. S. Wheaton, Rector. Baptisms, 
(adults 3; infants, 13 ;) 16; Funerals, 6 ; Communicants, 107. 


St. Joun’s Cuurcu.—Rey. N. B. Crocker, Rector. Bap- 
tisms, (adults, 7{ children, 24 ;) 31; Marriages, 4; Burials, 
9; Admitted to the Communiof, 9; Whole number of Communi- 
cants, 78. 


Sr. Pavt’s Cuurcu.—Rev. J. Bowers, Rector. Marriages, 
1; Burials, 1; Baptistas—. 
Adjourned sine die. 
Witness. 
Jere. Liprirr, Asst. See’ry. . 


L815 
At a Special Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the State of Rhode Island, convened by order 
of the Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, D. D., and: 
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according to Notice, in St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 
Wednesday, May 10, 1815. 

The churches of Newport, Providence, Bristol and 
Narragansett in Representation, 


The Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, Rector of St. Michael’s Ch. 
The Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church. 
The Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, 


Messrs. Benjamin Gardner, Stephen T. Northam, and William 
C. Gardner, Lay Delegates from Trinity Church. 


Col. John Carlile, Lay Delegate from St. John’s Church, 


Messrs. Charles Collins, Abel Jones, and Henry D. Wolf, Lay 
Delegates from St. Michael’s Church. 


Messrs. Samuel Packard, and Thomas R. Gardner, Lay Dele- 
gates from St. Paul’s Church, Narragansett. 


The Lay Delegates from St. Michael’s Church were 
not furnished with a Certificate from the Vestry Clerk, of 
their appointment, but on the statement of the Bishop, 
that he was well assured of their election, they were 
admitted to a seat. 

Convention was opened by’Prayers, by the Rev. Mr. 
Blake, and Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Wheaton ; and after 
the administration of the Holy Eucharist, the Conven- 
tion proceeded to business. 

The Bishop in the Chair. 

Jeremiah Lippitt is appointed Secretary for the year 
ensting. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton and Rev.-Mr. Crocker and 
Charles Collins, Esq., are appointed the Standing Com- 
mittee for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. Mr. Blake is admitted to a Seat in the Con- 
vention. | 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rev. Mr. Crocker, are ap- 
pointed Clerical, and Messrs. Benjamin Gardner, Ephraim 
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Bowen, and Abel Jones, Lay Delegates, to represent the 
Churches of this State, in the General Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church ef the United States, 
for the year ensuing. 


The Rev. Mr. Crocker and Rev. Mr. Wheaton, are ap- 
pointed Clerical, and Messrs. N. Searle, Benjamin Gard- 
ner, Charles Gardner, and Thomas R. Gardner, Lay 
Delegates to represent the Churches of this State in the 
Diocesan Convention for the year ensuing. 

The Rectors of St. Michael’s, Trinity, and St. John’s 
Church, make report of the number of Baptisms, &c. 
the past year by which it appears that in 


St. Michael’s Church, there were Baptisms 14; Marriages, 7 ; 
Burials, 6; Communicants, 143. 


In Trinity Church there were Baptisms, 18; Marriages, 4 ; 
Funerals, 14 ; Admitted to Communion, 9. 


In St. John’s Church there were Marriages, 7; Baptisms, 
(infants, 23; adults, 5;) 28; Admitted to Communion, 7 ; have 
been confirmed, 14; Burials, (adults, 5; infants, 5 ;) 10. 


The Committee appointed tu revise the Constitution 
submit the following :— 


Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the State of Rhode Island. 


Artriote 1.—There shall be a Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in this State on the First Tuesday in June, in 
each year, in such place as shall be determined by the Bishop for 
the time being. 


Art. 2.—The Bishop shall have power to call Special Con- 
ventions when he may judge it conducive to the good of the 
Church, or when applied to for that purpose by the Standing 
Committee ; and in case there should be no Bishop resident in the 
State, the Standing Committee shall have power to call Special 
Conventions, und also to determine the place at which the annual 
Conventions shall be holden. 
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Art. 3.—The Convention shall be composed of the officiating 
Ministers, settled in the Churches of this State, and of Lay mem- 
bers, consisting of one or more Delegates from each Church, to be 
chosen by the Vestry or Congregation. 


Art. 4.—Every Convention shall be opened with prayers and 
a sermon; and the Preacher shall be nominated by the Bishop. 
In case of a vacancy in the Hpiscopal Chair, the Preacher shall 
be appointed by the Convention. 


Art. 5.—The Bishop shall preside in the Convention, but 
when absent, the Rector of the Church where the Convention is 
holden, shall be President. 


Art. 6.—A Secretary shall be chosen upon the assembling of 
the annual Convention from among the members thereof, who 
shall remain in office until the meeting of the next Convention.— 
His duty shall be to take minutes of their proceedings, to preserve 
their journals and records, to attest the public acts of the Body, 
and faithfully to deliver into the hands of his successor, all Books 
and Papers relative to the Concerns of the Convention which may 
be in his possession. It shall also be his duty to give notice to 
each Minister and Vestry, of the time and place appointed for the 
meeting of the succeeding Convention. ; 


Art. 7.—In all matters which shall come before the Conven- 
tion, the Clergy and Laity shall deliberate inone Body, and in 
voting, the Clergy shall vote by Individuals, and the Laity by 
Congregations, and a majority of the votes of the two Orders 
jointly shall be decisive. But, if in any Case, it be required by 
two votes, the two Orders shall vote separately, and the concur- 
rence of a majority of each Order, shall be neccessary to consti- 
tute a decision. 


Art. 8—The mode of altering this Constitution shall be as 
follows:—A proposition for amendment shall be introduced in 
writing, and considered in the Convention, and if approved of, 
shall lie over to the next Convention; and if again approved of 
in the next ensuing Convention by a majority of the two Orders 
voting thereon separately, the change shall take place, and the 
Constitution so altered shall be valid and obligatory. 


The following were reported as Canons of the Church. 


Ist. Every trial of a Clergyman in this Church for misbehavior 
shall be on presentment made to the Bishop, by the Convention, 
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by the Vestry of the Parish to which the Clergyman lclongs, or 
by two or more Presbyters of the Church. In every present- 
ment the charge or charges, shall be distinctly specified. 


2d. For every trial of a Clergyman, the Bishop shall nominate 
five Presbyters, out of whom the person accused may choose 
three ; or, if he neglect or refuse to do this, the Bishop shall ap- 
point three who shall constitute a Board for trying the accused 
person. The Bishop shall appoint the time and place of Trial, of 
both of which, at least a month’s notice shall be given to the ac- 
cused party ; and should he neglect or refuse to attend, the Trial 
shall proceed. The Board thus constituted shall examine fnlly 
the charge or charges alleged ; and keep a minute and accurate 
Record of the testimony of Witnesses, and of every question and 
proceeding that comes before them. No charge shall be substantia- 
ted on a testimony of less than two Witnesses. On the examina- 
tion of any Witness, should the accused party require it, an oath 
or affirmation shall be administered by a Magistrate. A majority 
of the Board shall make a decision. The Board having come toa 
Decision on the charge or charges respectively, shall communicate 
this decision to the Bishop ; and also in case they have found the 
accused Party guilty, the sentence which, in their opinion, should 
be pronounced. A certified copy of the Record of their Pro- 
ceedings shall be laid before the Bishop, and his judgment in the 
case be final. 

The aforegoing is submitted by 

ALpxaNnpDeR V. Griswotp, 


N. B. Crocker, 
SaLMon WHEATON. 


Voted, That the aforegoing, as reported, be and they are here- 
by established as Canons of this Church. 


Voted, That the above Constitution, as reported, be approved 
of by this Uonvention as the Constitution of the Church in thig 
State. 


Voted, That the Sec’ry transmit to each of the Churches a 
copy of the Constitution as reported by the Committee, and ap- 
proved by this Convention. And it shall be the duty of the 
Clerk of each Congregation to report to the next Convention the 
sense of each Congregation thereof, 
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Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton for his excellent Discourse, and to Rey. Mr. 
Blake for his services. 

Adjourned. 

Jere. Lirrirr, Sec’ry. 


1816. 


At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode Island, convened in 
Trinity Church, Newport, on the fifth day of June, A. 
1: 18.1604 

Present, —Rt Rev'd Alex’r V. Griswold, D. D. 

Rev’d Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport. 
Rey’d Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 
Rev. John L. Blake, Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, Pawtucket. 
Lay Delegates. 
Trinity Church,— Samuel Whitehorn, Stephen T. Northam, & 
Simeon Martin. 
St. John’s Church,— Thomas Lloyd Halsey, Alexander Jones, 
& Jeremiah Lippitt. 
St. Michael’s Church,— William Pierce, Charles Collins, & 
Henry D. Wolfe. 


St. Paul’s, Narragansett,— Thomas R. Gardner, and Samuel 
Packard. 


The Rectors of the several Churches made Reports, 
of which the following are abstracts, viz : 

Sr. Mrouset’s.—Marriages 7 ; Baptisms 44; Deaths 6 ; Com- 
municants, (including about 20 who at present do not reside at 
Bristol,) 160. The Parish is well united and in a flourishing 
state. | 
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. Trinrry Caurcu,— Baptisms (infants 12, adults, 4,) 16;— 
Marriages 4; Funerals 20, of whom 7 were communicants ; Com- 


municants now, 112. 

Sr. Joun’s Cuurcu.— Baptisms (infants 17, adults 34,) 51 ; 
admitted to Communion, 46; Marriages 7; Burials 8; Commu- 
nicants 130. 

Sr. Pavu’s Cuurcu, Pawtucket.—Baptisms 11 ; Marriages 4; 
Funerals 18 ; Communicants 20. 

The Convention was opened by Prayers by Rev. 
Mr. Blake and a Sermon by Rev. Mr. Crocker. 

The Convention, on proceeding to business, made the 
following appointments, to wit:—Jeremiah Lippitt Sec- 
retary. 

Rev. S. Wheaton, Rev. N. B. Crocker, and Charles 
Collins, Esqr. Standing Committee. 

Rev. S. Wheaton, Rev. N. B. Crocker, Rev. J. L. 
Blake, are appointed Clerical, and Benjamin Gardner, 
‘Thomas L. Halsey, Samuel Packard and Henry D. 
Wolfe, Lay Delegates to the General Convention for the 
year ensuing. 

Rev. N. B. Crocker, Rev. S. Wheaton, Rev. J. L. 
Blake, are appointed Clerical and Benjamin Gardner, 
Charles Gardner, Thomas R. Gardner, and Alexander 
Jones, Lay Delegates to the Diocesan Convention for the 
year ensuing. 

Reports from Trinity Church and St. John’s Church, 
are read respecting the Constitution of the Church sub- 
mitted by order of last Convention and proposing certain 
amendments. 

Verbal reports were made from St. Michael’s, St. Paul’s, 
Nar., and St. Paul’s Pau., that the Constitution as report- 
ed at the last Convention was by them approved. 
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Voted, That the Constitution reported at the last Convention be 
amended in the 8d Article, with the words ‘‘not exceeding four” 
being added after the word ‘‘Delegates”’ which is agreably to the 
recommendation of Trinity and St. “John’s Chureh. 


Voted, That the satne be amended in the 7th Article by insert- 

ing the words ‘‘as aforesaid’? after the word ‘‘separately”’, and 

substituting the words ‘‘two members” for the words ‘‘two votes’’, 
azreeable to the vote of Trinity Church. 


Voted, That the same be amended in the 8th Article by omit- 
ting the words ‘‘next ensuing Convention” and substituting the 
words ‘in that Convention’’, agreeable to the vote of St. John’ ge 


Church. 


Voted, That the said Constitution, as reported, be, and the 
same is, hereby adopted with the amendments aforesaid as the Con- 
stitution of the Church in this State. Voted unanimously. 


Voted, That the Thanks of the Convention be presented to the 
Rev. Mr. Blake for his services, and to the Rev. Mr. Crocker 
for his appropriate Discourse this day delivered. 


Voted, That the Thanks of the Convention be presented to the 
Bishop for his services as President, and also to the Sec’y for his 
services. 


The Bishop having retired, the Rev. Mr. Wheaton 
takes the chair, and it being represented by the Delegates 
from St. Michael’s Church that a desire has been ex- 
pressed by individuals in Massachusetts for the Bishop’s 
removal from this State, and the said Delegates wishing 
an expression of the sense of this Convention on the 
subject, | 

Voted, unanimously, That this Convention do dihoceae desire 
that the Bishop should continue his residence in this State. 


Voted, That the Sec’y communicate to the Bishop the foregoing 
Vote. 


Adjourned, sine die. 
Witness, 
Jere. Lippitt, Sec’y 
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DS SN es 

At a special Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden at St. 
Paul’s Church, Wickford, by order of the Right Rev. 
Alexander V. Griswold, D. D., Bishop of the Eastern 
Diocese, and pursuant to notice. 

Present, The Bishop in the Chair. 

The Churches of Newport, Providence, Bristol, Nar- 
ragansett and Pawtucket in Representation. 

After Prayers by the Rev. Mr. Crocker and Sermon by 
the Rev. Mr. Blake, the Rev. George 8S. White and Rev. 
Joseph R. Andrews, Deacons, were admitted by the 
Bishop to the Holy Order of Priests; when the Holy 
Communion being administered, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to business. 

The following Clerical Delegates appearing, took 
their seats, viz : 

The Bishop, President, ex officio. 

Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, Newport. 

Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Providence. 

Rey. John J. Blake, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Pawtucket. 

The following Lay Delegates appearing and presenting 
Testimonials of their appointment, took their seats, viz: 

Messrs Benjamin Gardner, Stephen T. Northam, Benjamin 
B. Mumford from Trinity Church, Newport. 

Messrs. John Carlile, Alex’r Jones, Abner Daggett, Jeremiah 
Lippitt, from St. John’s Church, Providence. 

Messrs. Samuel Packard, Thomas R. Gardner, from St. Paul’s 
Church, Narragansett. 

Samuel Greene, from St Paul’s Church, Pawtucket. 

Messrs. John Howe, Lemuel Richmond, Samuel Smith, and 


Glover Harding, Lay Delegates from St. Michael’s Church, Bris- 
tol, not being furnished with a Certificate of their appointment, were 
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admitted to their Seats on the verbal representation of the Secre- 
tary of the Corporation of said Church, that they were duly 
elected. 


Jeremiah Lippitt is elected Secretary of this Con- 
vention for the year ensuing. 


Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker and 
Rev. John L. Blake are elected the Standing Committee 
for the year ensuing. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker and 
Rev. John L. Blake are appointed Clerical, and Hon. 
Benjamin Gardner, Col. Thomas Lloyd Halsey, and Alex- 
ander Jones and Stephen T’. Northam, Esgqrs, are appointed 
Lay Delegates to the General Convention for the year 
ensuing. 

Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton and 
Rev. John L. Blake are appointed Clerical, and Benjamin 
Gardner, John Howe, Thomas R. Gardner and Alex- 
ander Jones, Esqrs, are appointed Lay Delegates to the 
Diocesan Convention forthe year ensuing. 

Resolved, As the sense of this Convention, that it is expedient 


that a General Theological Seminary, under the Superintendence 
and guidance of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 


Resolved, That the Bishop, together with the Standing Com- 
mittee, be appointed to make a report of the state of the Church 
in this State, to the next General Convention. | 

The Rectors of the several Churches, excepting 'T'rin- 
ity Church, make Reports, of which the following are 
abstracts, viz : 


St. Mronaun’s Cuurcu.—Marriages, 4; Baptisms 44; Com- 
municants added 9; Deaths (communicants 2, parishioners 95) 
7. The Parish, through the divine blessing, is in a flourishing 
state. . 
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Sr. Jonn’s Cuurcu.—Marriages 2; Baptisms (adults 8, in- 
fants 10) 18; admitted to communion 10; Confirmed 67 ; — 
Deaths 5. 


St. Pavi’s Cuurou, Pawtucket. — Marriages —; Baptisms 
Deaths —. 


181s. 

At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode-Island, holden at St. 
Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, on the first Tuesday in June, 
A. D. 1818, Prayers being read by the Rev. Mr. Whea- 
ton, a Sermon was delivered by the Right Rev. Alexan- 
der V. Griswold, D. D., Rector of St. Michael’s Church, 
and Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, after which the Com- 
munion was administered, when the Convention pro- 
ceeded to business, and the following Clergy appearing, 
took their seats, viz : ! 

The Bishop, President ex-officio. 

Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Reetor of Trinity Church. 

Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church. 
Rey John L. Blake, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Paw. 

The following Lay Delegates, appearing and produc- 
ing ‘Testimonals of their appointment, took their Seats, 
viz: 


From Trinity Church, Samuel Whitehorn, Stephen T. Northam 
and Benja. B. Mumford. 

From St. John’s Church, Th. L. Halsey, Alexander Jones, 
Abner Daggett, and Jere’h Lippitt. 


From St. Michael’s Church, John G. Harding, Henry D. Wolf, 
and Lemuel C. Richmond, 


b 
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From St. Paul’s Church, (Paw.) Eliphalet Slack, and David 
Wilkinson. 


From Christ’s Church, (Chepatchet,) Thomas Owen, Jun., 
and Anan Evans. 


From St. Paul’s Church, (Nar.) There were no Testimonials 
or Delegates. 


The Convention then proceeded to Election, and 
chose Jeremiah Lippitt, Sec’ry. 


Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker and 
Rev. John L. Blake, Standing Committee. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker and 
Rev. John L. Blake Clerical, and Hon. Benj’a Gardner, 
Col. Th. L. Halsey, Alex’r Jones, and Stephen 'T. Nor- 
tham, Esq’rs, Lay Delegates to the General Convention 
for the ensuing year. 


Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. 
John L. Blake, Clerical, and Hon. Benj’a. Gardner, Alex- 
ander Jones, David Wilkinson, and Henry D. Wolf, 
Esq’rs, Lay Delegates to the Diocesan Convention, for 
the ensuing year. 

Stephen T. Northam, John D. Wolf, jun’r, and Abner 
Daggett, Esq’rs, are appointed Lay Delegates to said 
Convention, in case of the inability of any of the other 
named Lay Delegates to attend the same. 

Previous to proceeding to Election, it was 

Resolved, That the Rev. George S. White, residing at the 
Church in Brooklyn, Conn., and the Rev. George Taft, Deacon, 
residing at Brown University and officiating occasionally at Christ- 


Church, Chepatchet be admitted to honorary Seats in the Conven- 
tion. They accordingly were present. 


Also Resolved, That the several Candidates for the Ministry be 
admitted to honorary Seats in the Convention. Whereupon Mr. 
Lemuel Birge and Mr. Edward R. Lippitt, Candidates, take their 
seats. 
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Also Resolved, That Capt. Evan Malbone from the Church at 
Brooklyn, Con. be admitted to an honorary seat in this Conven- 
tion, who also appears and takes his seat. 


Resolved, That the Standing Committee shall, at each Con- 
vention, make a Report of the state of the Church in this State. 


Resolved, That this Convention do hereby request the Bishop 
to appoint a Missionary to officiate in this State, and that this 
Convention will engage to furnish to such Missionary, such sum 
for his services as the Bishop shall name. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the Clergy of the dif- 
ferent Churches in this State, to preach on the subject of the 
Missionary Society of this State, and have a Contribution made in 
their Congregations, on the Second Sunday of the present month, 
if the weather is fair, if not, on the first pleasant Sunday after ; 
and that in the week following, they visit their people and solicit 
subscriptions for the Society. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the different Churches of 
our Communion in this State, to form Sunday Charity Schools for 
instruction in reading the Scriptures, and in the principles and 
doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the Ministers, Wardens 
and members of the said Churches, to render every possible facility 
and encouragement to said Schools; and that it be recommended 
to young men and young women of piety and sufficient learning, 
to volunteer their Services as Instructors in said Schools. 


Fesolved, That an uniform mode of instruction be adopted in 
said Schools; and that a Committee be appointed to select, under 
the direction of the Bishop, a Catechism illustrative of the Church 
Catechism, and also an office of Devotion therewith, as may be 
deemed suitable to be used in said Schools. \ 


Ltesolved, That reports of said Schools be made annually to the 
Convention, with the reports made by the Rectors of the state of 
the several Churches. 


Resolved, That Rev. Mr. Crocker, Rev. Mr. Blake and Rev. 
Mr. Wheaton be the Committee to select a Catechism and office of 
Devotion, pursuant to the Resolution above recited. 
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The Rectors of the several Churches make their Re- 
ports, of which an abstract follows, viz : 


St. Micwazt’s Caurcu.— Baptisms, (adults 2, children 17,) 
19; Marriages 2; Deaths 11 ; Communicants 162, (including 20 
who do not at present reside in Bristol.) The congregation ap- 
pears not to be diminished, tho’ several families which belonged 
to it have removed from the Town. 

Trinity Cuurcu. — Baptisms, (adults 9, children 21) 30 ;— 
Marriages 2 ; Funerals 15; Communicants (added 12) 125. 

St. Joun’s Cuurcu.—Baptisms, (adults 6; children 7) 13 ;— 
Marriages 4 ; Funerals 5; added to communion 7. 

St. Pauy’s Cuurcu, (Paw. )—Baptisms 30; Marriages 2; Fu- 
nerals 5 ; Communicants (added 10) 46. 


From St. Paul’s Church, Nar. and Christ’s Church, 


Che’t, there were no Returns, there being no Rectors of 
said Churches. 


Resolved, That the Rev. John L. Blake be a Committee to 
prepare an abstract of the Reports of the several Rectors, and of 
such proceedings of the Convention as shall be deemed expedient, 
and cause the same to be published in the Christian Journal, or 
otherwise. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Bishop for his appropriate Sermon, this day delivered, and for 
his services as President of this Convention. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be Brera ee to 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton for his Services. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Secretary for his services. 


Convention adjourned sine die. 


Witness, 
Jere. Lippitt, See’y. 
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+ ELOX 
At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden at St. 
John’s Church, pursuant to directions of the Right Rev. 
Alexander VY. Griswold, D. D. Bishop of the Eastern Di- 
ocese, Providence, June Ist, A. D. 1819. 


Divine Service was celebrated, the prayers being of- 
fered by the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rector of ‘Trinity 
Church, Newport, and the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold de- 
livered ai appropriate Discourse, when, after the admin- 
istration of the Holy Eucharist, the Convention proceed- 
ed to business. 


Present,—The Right Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. 
Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, Rector of 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, and Presi- 
ident ex officio. 


The following Clergy appeared and took their seats, 
VIZ: 
Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, Newport. 
Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, Provi- 
dence. 
Rey. John L. Blake, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, N. Provi- 
dence. 


The following named Lay Delegates, producing the 
requisite ‘Testimonials, appeared and took their seats, 
Viz: 

From Trinity Church, Newport, Dr. John P. Mann, Samuel 
Whitehorn, Stephen T. Northam, Esq’rs. 

From St. John’s Church, Providence, Col. Thomas L. Halsey, 
Col. Alex’r Jones, Abner Daggett, Jere’h Lippitt, Esq’rs. 

From St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, Charles Collins, William 
Pierce, John Howe, Lemuel C. Richmond, Hsq’rs. 

From St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence, Dr. Niles Manchester, 
ae Tiffany, Esq., Appollas Cushman, Esq’r, Mr. John B. 
Braid. | 
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From Christ’s Chureh, Glocester, Thomas Owen, Hsq’r, Dr. 
Joseph Bowen. 
From St. Paul’s Church, N. & South Kingston,—none. 


The Convention proceeded to election, and the follow- 
ing named Gentlemen were chosen to the offices set 
against their names, viz : 


Jeremiah Lippitt, Esq., Secretary. 


Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, and 
Rev. John L. Blake, Standing Committee. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker and 
Rev. John L. Blake, Clerical, Hon. Benjamin Gardner, 
Col. Th. L. Halsey, Col. Alex. Jones and Stephen T. 
Northam Esq., Lay Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion. 


Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton and 
Rev. John L. Blake, Clerical, Hon. Benjamin Gardner, 
Col. Alex’r. Jones, Mr. David Wilkinson and Henry D. 
Wolfe, Esq., Lay Delegates to the Diocesan Convention. 

Stephen T. Northam, Abner Daggett and John D. 
Wolfe, jun. Esq., are appointed Lay Delegates to attend 
said Convention, in case of the inability of any of the 
above named Lay Delegates being unable to attend the 
same. 


Resolved, That the Rev. George Taft, Deacon, residing in 
Providence and occasionally officiating as a Missionary at Gloces- 
ter, and the Rev. Mr. Folker, Deacon, officiating at St. Paul’s 
Church, North and South Kingston as a Missionary, be admitted 
to honorary Seats in this Convention. They appear and take 
their Seats accordingly. 


Resolved, That all Candidates for the Ministry in this Church 
residing in this State be admitted to honorary Seats in this Con- 
vention. Whereupon Jasper Adams, Tutor in Brown University, 
a - — Searle, residing in Bristol, appear and take their 

eats. 
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The Standing Committee, by their chairman, report 
verbally that no business of importance has been be- 
fore them the past year, excepting that they have recom- 
mended two Candidates for the Holy order of Deacons, 


The following is an abstract of the parochial Reports 
of the Rectors of the several Churches. 


Trinity Church, Newport.—Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector.— 
Baptisms, (adults, 6 ; children 49 ;) 55; Marriages, 3; Burials, 
8 ; Communicants, (added 12, died 4 ;) present number 1383.— 
A Sunday School has been established, consisting of a male and 
female branch wholly confined to the children of the poor. It is 
flourishing, consisting of about 90. Many have made progress in 
learning and in principles of Religion. 


St. John’s Church, Providence.—Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, 
Rector.—Baptisms, (adults, 9; children, 10;) 19; Marriages, 
4; Burials, 7 ; Communicants, (added 9,) present number 157 
The Sunday School consists of about one hundred and thirty, 
and is in a prosperous condition. 


St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence.—Rev. John L. Blake, 
Rector.—Marriages, 8; Funerals, 13; Communicants, (added 
15 ;) present number, 53. The Congregation is increasing and 
has increased about one-fifth the past year. The Services of 
the Liturgy united in with seriousness. The number of scholars 
in the Sunday School is over 100 who have been attentive, and 
many made unusual improvement. A Female Prayer Book and 
Tract Society has been for two years formed in this Parish.— 
Beside tracts, it has distributed about 150 Prayer Books, and 
aided, with its funds, the Sunday School. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol.—Right Rev. A. V. Griswold, 
D. D. Rector.—The Bishop reports verbally that there has been 
the past year about 50 Baptisms; 4 Marriages. That a Sunday 
School has been established which is flourishing. 

Rev. Mr. Folker officiating as a Missionary at St. 
Paul’s Churches, reports verbally that since he has there 
officiated, there has been added to the Communion one; 
one has died and that the present number of Communi- 
cants is six. 
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Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Secretary of this 
Convention, to report to the Convention of the Church in the 
Eastern Diocese, an abstract of the parochial Reports of the minis- 
ters of the respective Churches in this State, commencing at the 
present time. And that the Diocesan Convention may be inform- 
ed of the state of the individual Churches in the Diocese, it is 
further— 


Resolved, That the Conventions of the Church in the other 
States composing the said Diocese be requested to pass a Resolu- 
tion requiring the abstracts of Reports to be made by the Secre- 
tary of their respective Conventions. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of this Convention be directed to 
furnish the Secretaries of the Conventions in the States aforesaid, 
with a copy of the above Resolutions, and request them to give 
information to this Convention of the proceedings of said Con- 
- ventions thereon. 


The Rev. George Taft, Deacon, and officiating as 
Missionary occasionally in Glocester, makes report as on 
file. 


Resolved unanimously, That this Convention do entertain for 
the auxiliary New York Bible and Common Prayer Book Society 
the most affectionate regard, and view with lively gratitude to the 
Supreme Being, the benevolent exertions of said Society for the 
more free and extensive dissemination of our excellent Lit- 
urgy, by procuring the first set of stereotype plates for the Book 
of Common Prayer, whereby the price of that valuable formula- 
ry has been so reduced that the poor can now be provided there- 
with. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of this Convention communicate 
to the Corresponding Secretary of that Society the above public 
expression of our sincere and christian friendship. 


The following proposed amendment of the Constitu- 
tion is offered by the Secr’y. 


Resolved, That the Third Article of the Constitution be thus 
amended.—‘‘The Convention shall be composed of the officiating 
‘¢ ministers settled in the Churches of this State, and, also of such 
‘‘ ministers as are employed as Instructors in any incorporated 
‘* Seminary of learning in this State, and of Missionaries officia- 
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“ ting within this State ; under the direction of the Ecclesiastical 
‘authority of this State and of Lay members, consisting of one or 
‘more Delegates not exceeding four from each Church to be chosen 
‘« by the Vestry or Congregation.” And the Resolution aforesaid, 
being considered, is approved. 


The Treasurer of The Church Missionary Society of 
this State (Col. Jones) makes a Verbal Report of the | 
state of the funds of said Society. 


Resolved, That this Convention continue to feel a lively inter- 
est in the success and prosperity of The Church Missionary So- 
ciety of this State, and that it be recommended to the Clergy to 
preach at some suitable time in the course of the year a Discourse 
on the subject of said Society, and that they have a Contribution 
in aid of its funds. 


Fesolved, Vhat it shall be the duty of the Missionary or Missiona- 
ries employed under the Keclesiastical authority of this State to 
report annually to the Bishop a Statement of their labors during 
the year, and also a statement of the situation of the Parishes in 
which they may officiate. 


Resolved, That the Clergy of the respective Churches and one 
Layman from each Church be appointed a Committee to solicit 
_ subscriptions to the Church Missionary Society of this State. 


And the following Laymen are thereupon appointed 
Viz: ‘ 


Trinity Church, Samuel Whitehorn ; St. John’s Church, Alex- 
ander Jones ; St. Michael’s Church, Henry D. Wolfe ; St. Paul’s 
Church, N. and S. K. John J. Watson; St. Paul’s Church, N. 
P. Dr. Niles Manchester. 


fesolved, That it be recommended to the Clergy, to make 
enquiries among the Children attending the Sunday Schools and 
apply, for such as are destitute of Bibles, to the Bible Society of 
this State that they may he provided therewith. 


fiesolved, That Rev. Mr. Blake be a Committee to prepare an 
abstract of the proceedings of this Convention, and have the same 
published in the Christian Journal. 


Fesolved. That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Right Rey. Dr. Griswold for the Discourse by him delivered 
this day, and for his services as President of said Convention. 
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Kesolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Rev. Mr. Wheaton for his services this day rendered. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Secr’y for his services the past year, and on this day. 


Resolved, That this Convention is adjourned to the last Tuesday 
in April next, then to meet in St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, at Ten 
_ o'clock. A. M. 

Witness, 
Jere. Lippitt, Sec’ry. 


LSwseo-: 

At the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the State of Rhode Island, holden pursuant to adjourn- 
ment in St. Michael’s Church, in Bristol, on the last 
Tuesday in April A. D. 1820, being the 25th day of 
the said month. 


The Delegates and others having assembled in said 
Church at 'l'en o’clock A. M., Divine Service was cele- 
brated, the Rev. Mr. Wheaton offering Morning Prayers. 
After which, the Rev. Mr. Crocker delivered a Discourse 
adapted to the meeting of the Convention, when the 
Convention was opened, and proceeded to Business. 

Present.—Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold D. D. Bishop 

of the Eastern Diocese and Rector of St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol, and Presi- 
dent of the Convention ex-officio. 

The Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Newport, 

The Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s 

- Church, Providence. 

The Rey. John L. Blake, Rector of St. Paul’s 

Church, N. Providence. 
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The following named Gentlemen producing the proper 
Testimonials, appeared and took their seats as Lay Dele- 
gates, viz: Messrs. Edward Brinley and Samuel White- 


horn, Trinity Church, Newport. 


Messrs. Thomas Lloyd Halsey, Alexander Jones, Abner 
Daggett and Jeremiah Lippitt, St. John’s Church, Provi- 
dence. 


Messrs. Charles Collins, John G. Harding, William 
Pearce and Lemuel C. Richmond, St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol. 


Messrs. John B. Braid, John Baldwin and David Wil- 
kinson, St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence. 


Mr. George B. Rathbone represents,—That at the an- 
nual meeting of St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston, he 
was appointed Lay Delegate to this Convention, but 
that he is not furnished with a Certificate of his appoint- 
ment. After hearing Mr. Rathbone and the Rev. Mr. 
Wheaton in relation to the subject,— 

Resolved, That said Rathbone be admitted to a seat in this 
Convention, as a Lay Delegate from said Church. 

The Right Rev. Dr. Griswold having stated to the 
Convention his inability to preside by reason of bodily in- 
disposition, and requested that some person may’ be ap- 
pointed to the Chair :—The Convention thereupon elec- 
ted the Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, President pro tem. 
The Bishop then remained in Convention. 

Resolved, That inasmuch as the General Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, to be next 


holden, will interfere with the annual meeting of the Convention 
in this State, that this Convention will now proceed to the elec- 
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tion of officers and Delegates for the ensuing year ; and this Con- 
vention shall be considered the annual Convention for the present 
year. Whereupon the following appointments were made. 


Jeremiah Lippitt, Secretary. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
John L. Blake, Rev. Jasper Adams, (Professor in Brown 
University,) Stephen T. Northam, Esq., Col. ‘Thomas 
L. Halsey and Mr. John B. Braid, Standing Committee. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
John L. Blake, Clerical, Col. Thomas Lloyd Halsey, 
Col. Alexander Jones, Stephen 'T’. Northam, Esq., Gen’l. 
George D. Wolf, Lay Delegates to the General Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the United 
States, next to be holden at Philadelphia. 

Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. 
John L. Biake, Clerical, Samuel Whitehorn, Henry D. 
Wolf, Thomas Lloyd Halsey, and David Wilkinson 
Esqr’s., Lay Delegates to the Diocesan Convention, for 
the ensuing year. 


Resolved, That the following be established as a Standing Rule 
of this Convention, viz: Whenever any person or persous appointed 
by this Convention, Clerical or Lay Deputies tothe General or Di- 
ocesan Convention, shall be unable to attend, he or they shall com- 
municate the same to the Standing Committee ; or, if any person or 
persons elected Delegates as aforesaid, shall decease before the 
meeting of the Convention to which lie or they shall have been 
elected, the Standing Committee for the time being, are hereby 
authorised and empowered to elect a Clerical or Lay Delegate or 
Delegates in the place of the person or persons who shall be un- 
able to attend, or shall have deceased as aforesaid. And the person 
or persons so elected shall in all respects be considered as a Dele- 
gate or Delegates, from the Church in this State to the Convention 
to which they may be appointed by the said Standing Committee. 


Resolved unanimously, That it is inexpedient to adopt the 
alteration of the Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the United States, as proposed by the Hon. C. F. Mercer, at 
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the last General Convention, and which is to be found in the 32d 
page of the printed journal of the doings of that body. 


Resolved unanimously, That it is inexpedient to adopt the 
alteration of the Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
in the United States as proposed at the General Convention, 
changing the time of the meeting of said Convention. 


Resolved, That the Secretary furnish each of the Delegates to 
the General Convention, with a Copy of the foregoing Resolu- 
tions. 


fesolved That the Amendment of the Constitution of the 
Church in this State, as proposed by the Secretary at the last 
Convention, be, and the same is, hereby approved and adopted, 
and the same shall be hereafter a part of the Constitution aforesaid. 


Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Standing Committee 
to meet Quarterly ; they shall keep a Record of their proceedings, 
and present a Copy or abstract thereof, at each annual meeting of 
this Convention. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Rey. Mr. Crocker, for his appropriate Sermon this day deliv- 
ered ; and that he is hereby requested to furnish a Copy thereof, 
to be placed on the Files of this Convention. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, for his services in the Desk this day. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Secretary, for his services. 


Parochial reports were made by the several Rectors by 
which it appears, that since the last Convention, there 


have been in 


Trinity Church, Newport, Baptisms, (adults 8; infants 20 ;) 
28; Funerals 24; Marriages 3; Added to the Communion 20. 
Present number of Communicants 150. By verbal Report of 
the Rector, it appears that the Sunday School in this Parish is 
flourishing. 


St. John’s Church, Providence,—The Rector reports continue 
to present an encouraging appearance to the friends of our Zion, 
there being an evident increase of the Congregation, and the ac- 
cessions to her Communion, though not large, are regular. Since 
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the last Convention, and previous to the present devotional excite- 
ment, 9 have.been added to the Communion. ‘‘A more than 
common seriousness and solemnity have of late pervaded,” says the 
report, ‘‘ our religious assemblies,’ Hight or ten, we believe, have 
been brought to a saving knowledge of the Truth, but from peculiar 
considerations, it has been deemed proper to give their experience 
the test of time. There have been Baptisms, (adults 8 ; infants, 
10;) 18; Marriages 8; and Burials 15 ; Whole number of Com- 
municants, 159. The Sunday School having been necessarily 
suspended in the winter, and other denominations having zeal- 
ously engaged in the same cause, has decreased in the number of 
the scholars ; but, says the Report, we still look to it as, under 
God, a powerful auxiliary to the interest of vital Religion, and 
the outward growth of the Church. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol—Baptisms 23; Marriages 9 ; 
Communicants 169; Deaths 17. It is expected with Divine per- 
mission that there’ will very soon be an addition of 15 or 20 Bap- 
tisms, and 50 or more Communicants. 


The Sunday School by verbal Reports from the Right Rev. 
Bishop, is in a flourishing state. 


St, Paul’s Church, North Providence.—Communicants since 
last Convention, 55; Baptisms 8; Marriages 2; Funerals 27 ; 
Average number of Sunday School schoolars, 50. 


Mr. Rathbone states that in 


St. Paul’s Church, N. Kingston, there have been Baptisms, 
(adults 2, infants 7;) 9. 


Resolved, That a Treasurer be annually appointed by this Con- 
vention, whose duty it shall be to receive and account for all 
monies which may come to his hands. Thereupon Col. Alexander 
Jones is elected Treasurer. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the Church Missionary 
Society of this State, to transfer their funds to the Treasurer of 
this Convention. That this Convention will from time to time, 
attend to the appropriation of said funds, and provide means for 
furnishing Funds for the cause of missions within this State. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to each of the Clergy of 
this State, to preach a Sermon previous to the next Convention, 
on the subject of missions within this State, and cause contribu- 
tions to be had in their respective Parishes in aid thereof. 
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Resolved, That the minister and one layman of each Parish, be 
appointed to obtain subscriptions for the cause of missions, in this 
State, and to pay over all sums received, to the Treasurer of this 
Convention. 


And the following named Laymen were appointed, 
Viz: | 
From Trinity Church, Samuel Whitehorn. St. John’s Church, 


Zac’h Allen. St. Michael’s, Henry D. Wolf. St. Paul’s, N. K. 
John J. Watson. St. Paul’s, N. P. Niles Manchester. 


The Convention adjourned without day. 


Witness, 
Jere. Lippitt, Sec’y 


Sigil. 

At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode Island holden pursuant 
to the Constitution, and order of the Right Rev. Alexan- 
der V. Griswold D. D. Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, at 


Trinity Church, Newport on Tuesday the 5th day of 
meee. «). 1821, 


Prayers were offered by the Rev. Mr. Burge, rector of 
St. Paul’s Church, N. and 8S. Kingston. Sermon by the 
» Rev. Mr. Crocker. Rector of St. John’s Church, Provi- 
dence. And after the administration of the Communion, 
the Convention proceeded to business. 


Present,—Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport. 
Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Prov. 


o 
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Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, N. and S. 
Kingston. 


Lay Delegates. 


Trinity Church, Newport, Stephen Northam, Saneet White- 
horn. 


St. John’s Church, Prov., Thos. Lloyd Halsey, Alex’r. Jones, 
Abner Daggett and Jeremiah Lippitt. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, J. G. Harding, Charles Collins. 
St. Paul’s Church, N. Prov. David Wilkinson, John B. Braid 
and J. Baldwin. 


The Bishop being absent, the Rev. Mr. Wheaton pre- 
sided. 


Proceeded to Election, and the following named per- 
sons were duly chosen to the offices attached to their 
names, Viz : 

Jeremiah Lippitt, Secretary. 

Standing Committee, Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rev. Mr. 
Crocker, Rev. Mr. Adams (Prof.,) Rev. George Taft, Rev. 
Lemuel Burge, and Messrs. Stephen 'T. Northam, Thos. 
L. Halsey and John B. Braid. 


Delegates to the General Convention, Rev. Salmon 
Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Jasper Adams, 
Rev. Lemuel Burge, Clerical Delegates. Thos. L. 
Halsey, Stephen T’. Northam, Alexander Jones, George 
D. Wolf, Lay Delegates. 

Delegates to Diocesan Convention, Rev. Nathan B. © 
Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Cler’] Del. Messrs. 
Samuel Whitehorn, Henry D. Wolf, Tho’s. L. Halsey, 
David Wilkinson, Lay Delegates. 

The following Reports from the Rectors of the seve- 
tal Churches were made. 
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Trinity Church, Newport.—Baptisms, (adults, 11; children, 
85;) 46; Marriages, 4; Burials, 13; Communicants, added 17. 


Total 150. 


St. John’s Church, Prov.—Baptisms, (adults 8; infants 4 ;) 
12; Marriages. 7 ; Burials, 13 ; Communicants, 162. <A well 
regulated and growing Sunday School of about 140. 


The Treasurer of this Convention makes a verbal re- 
port of monies in his hand. 
Alexander Jones Esq. was elected Treasurer of this 


Convention. 
Adjourned till to-morrow Morning, 8 o’clock. 


Wednesday, June 6th, 1821. 
Convention met pursuant to adjournment, and present 
as yesterday, with the exception of Messrs. Braid, 
and Baldwin. 


The Secretary offered the following Resolution, viz. 


Resolved, That the following be submitted as a substitute for 
the First Article of the Constitution : 


‘‘ There shall be an annual Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in this State on the second Tuesday in June, in 
each year, in such place as shall be determined by the Bishop, or 
by the Standing Committee, if there is no Bishop; excepting 
however every third year computing from June, A. D. 1820, 
when said annual Convention shall be holden at such time as the 
Bishop, or if no Bishop, as the Standing Committee shall direct.’’ 


Resolved, That The Minister and one Layman from each Parish, 
be appointed to and obtain subscriptions for the cause of 
Missions in this State, and that they pay over all sums by them 
received, to the Treasurer of this Convention. 


And the following named Laymen were appointed : 


Trinity Church, New., Samuel Whitehorn. St. John’s Church, 
Proy., Benja. C. Cutler. St. Michael’s Church, Bris., Henry D, 
Wolf. St. Paul’s Church, N. Proy., Nath’] G. B. Dexter. 
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Resolved. That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Rev. Genilemen, who offered prayers, and preached, at the 
opening of this Convention. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be given to the 
President and Secretary, for their Services. 


Adjourned. | 
Jere. Lippitt, Sec’ry. 


LS22. 


At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden pursu- 
ant to notice, and by order of the Right Rev. Alexander 
V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, at 
St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston, June 4th, A. D. 
1822. | 

Present.—Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop, 
and Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 


Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Reetor of Trinity Church, Newport. 


Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Providence. 


Rev. Jasper Adams, Professor in Brown University. 

Rey. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s Church N. and 8. 
Kingston. 

Lay Delegates. 

Edward Brinley, Stephen T. Northam and Samuel Whitehorn, 
from Trinity Church, Newport. 

Thomas L. Halsey, Alexander Jones, Abner Daggett, Jere’h 
Lippitt, from St. John’s Church, Providence. 

John G. Harding and Mathias Munro, from St. Michael’s, Bris. 


John B. Braid and John Baldwin, from St. Paul’s Church, 
N. Prov. 
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After prayers by the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, a Sermon by 
the Bishop, and the administration of the Communion, 
the above named gentlemen appeared, and producing 
Testimonials, took their Seats. 

Proceeded to business, and the following named Gen- 
tlemen were elected to the offices set against their names 
for the ensuing year, viz: 

Jeremiah Lippitt, Secretary. 

Alexander Jones, Esqr., Treasurer. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 

Jasper Adamsy Rev. George Taft, Rev. Lemuel Burge, 
and Messrs. Stephen T’. Northam, Thomas L. Halsey, 
and John B. Braid, Standing Committee. 


Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
Jasper Adams, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Thomas L. Halsey, 
Stephen T’. Northam, Alexander Jones and George D. 
Wolf, Deputies to the General Convention. 

Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. 
Jasper Adams, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Clerical, and Messrs. 
Samuel Whitehorn, Henry D. Wolfe, David Wilkinson, 
and Nathaniel Searle, Lay Delegates to the Diocesan 
Convention. 

The Treasurer reports verbally, That the funds of 
this Convention are vested in five shares in the Ex- 
change Bank in Providence, at $57. That he has re- 
ceived the past year $25, to constitute Rev. Mr. Taft 
member for life, from St. Michael’s Church. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be authorised to ap- 


propriate the funds of this Convention, according to the original 
provision of the Constitution of the Church Missionary Society, 


1l 
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to the payment of such person as the Bishop shall appoint as a 
Missionary in this State, to officiate in such place or places as he 
may direct. 


ftesolved, That the Secretary write to the Rev. John L. Blake, 
respecting the Note due from him, and request him to state to this 
Convention, what claims he has for Missionary services. 


Resolved, That the Treasurer and Secretary be a Committee to 
settle any account which Rev. Mr. Blake may have for missionary 
services in this State, and to receive such sum as may be due from 
him. 

Resolved, That the Rev’d Messrs. Crocker and Adams, and 
the Sec’y be a Committee to consider and report to the next Con- 
vention, Rules and Regulations for the government of a Mission- 
ary Society to be composed of the members of the Convention, 
and such persons as have or may make contributions thereto. 


The proposed substitute for the first Article of the 
Constitution, as recorded is the proceedings of the last 
Convention, was considered, and thereupon 

Resolved, That the same be and hereby is approved and estab- 
lished as the first Article of the Constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in this State. 

Resolved, That the Minister and one Layman from each Parish 
be appointed to receive and obtain subscriptions for the cause of 


Missions in this State, and that they pay all such sums as may be 
received, to the Treasurer of this Convention. 


Whereupon the following named Laymen were ap- 


pointed : 
Trinity Church.—Samuel Whitehorn. 

St. John’s Church.—John B. Chase. 

St. Michael’s Church.—Henry D. Wolf. 

St. Paul’s Church, N. & 8. Kingston.—Joseph Rathbone. 

St. Paul’s Church, N. P.—Nath’l G. B. Dexter. 

Resolved, That the following Amendment be made to the first 
Article of the Constitution, viz: to strike out ‘*‘ Tuesday” and 
insert ‘‘ Thursday.” 


The following is an Abstract of the Reports made to 
the Convention by the respective Ministers, viz : 
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Trinity Church, Newport.—Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector.— 
Baptisms, (children 14, adults 6,) 20 ; Deaths, 21 ; Marriages, 2 ; 
Communicants, (added 7, died 6;) 150. The state of the Par- 
ish is flourishing. 

St. John’s Church, Providence.—Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, 
Rector.—Baptisms, (infants, 24; adults, 7 ;) 31; Deaths, 22 ; 
Marriages, 7; Communicants, (added 13,) about 170. The 
Rector represents that there is a spirit of Revival in this commu- 
nity, somewhat extensive and believed to be deep and lasting.— 
There have been some valuable acquisitions to the Congregation, 
and the Church never presented a more promising appearance. 


St. Michael’s Church, Rt. Rev. Dr. Griswold, Rector.—Bap- 
tisms, [2 ; Marriages, 4; Deaths, 16; Communicants about 190 


St. Paul’s Church, N. and 8. Kingston, Rev. L. Burge, Rector. 
Baptisms, (adult, 1; infant 1;) 2; Marriages 4; Burials 4; 
Ree’d to Communion, 2. Mr. Burge reports, that since the last 
Convention, he has preached in Charlestown three times, but no 
favorable account can be given. He says his own parish is ex- 
hibiting an appearance more pleasing to the Christian mind, than 
for years past. 


Kesolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Right Rev. Dr. Griswold, for his excellent Discourse deliver- 
ed this day, and that Rev. Messrs. Crocker and Wheaton be a 
Committee, to express the same to the Bishop, and request, in 
behalf of this Convention, a Copy of said Discourse for publica- 
tion. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, and the Secretary for their services. 


The Bishop gave notice that he appointed the last 
Tuesday in April next, for the next meeting of the Con- 
vention, then to be holden at St. Paul’s Church, N. 
Providence. 


Adjourned. 
Witness, 


Jere. Lirrirr, Sec’ry. 
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LS2s.- 


At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden. pursu- 
ant to appointment of the Right Rev. Alexander V. 
Griswold, D. D., Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, and 
pursuant to notice, at St. Paul’s Church, North Provi- 
dence, on the T'wenty-ninth day of April A. D. 1823. 


Present.—Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop, 
and Rector of St. Michael’s Chureh, Bristol, President. 

Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Restor of Trinity Church, Newport. 

Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church; 
Providence. 

Rev. Jasper Adams, Professor in Brown University. 

Rey. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, N. and 8: 
Kingston. 

Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence. 

Rev. Charles H. Alden, Deacon, Preceptor of Kent Academy, 
and officiating at Hast Greenwich. 


Lay Delegates. 


Edward Brinley, Stephen T. Northam, Trinity Church. . 

Thomas L. Halsey, Alexander Jones, Abner Daggett, Jere’h 
Lippitt, from St. John’s Church, 

William Pearce, John G. Harding, Ephraim Munro, St. Mi- 
chael’s Church. 

Joshua B. Rathbone, 8t. Paul’s Church, N. and 8. Kingston. 

Samuel Slater, Samuel Greene, John B. Braid, John Baldwin, - 
from St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence. 


After Prayers by the Rev Mr. Crocker, and a Sermon 
by the Rev. Benjamin B. Smith, late of the Diocese of 
Virginia, now residing in Bristol, and the administration 
of the Sacrament by the Bishop, the Convention was 
opened, and the above named gentlemen appearing and 
producing Testimonials, took their Seats. 


Resolved, That ministers of this Church, and Candidates for 
the ministry therein, who may be in town, be admitted to honorary 
seats in this Convention. 
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Thereupon the Rev. Mr. Smith, and Mr. West a Can- 
didate, appeared and took their seats. 

Proceeded to Election, and the following named gen- 
tlemen were elected to the offices set against their names 
for the ensuing year. 


Jeremiah Lippitt, Secretary. 

Col. Alex’r Jones, Treasurer. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
Jasper Adams, Rev. George Taft, Rev. Lemuel Burge, 
and Messrs. Thomas L. Halsey, Stephen T’ Northam, 
and John B. Braid, Standing Committee. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
Jasper Adams, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Clerical Deputies,— 
and Col. Thomas L. Halsey, Stephen 'T’. Northam, Esq’r, 
Col. Alexander Jones and Samuel Slater, Esq’r, Lay 
Deputies, to the General Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, in the United States. 

The Constitution of the Church in the Eastern Di- 
ocese, having by a recent amendment, provided for the 
appointment of Delegates by Parishes, Delegates were 
not therefore appointed by this Convention. 

A written Report from the Treasurer of the funds of 
the Convention was read, received and ordered to be 
recorded. 

The Secretary makes a verbal report respecting the 
Note and Claims of Rev. John L, Blake, as recorded in 
proceedings of the last Convention. 


Fesolved, That the same Committee be continued with the 
same powers. . 


The Committee on a Missionary Society, made report 
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which was read and received, and after sundry amend- 
ments, the following Rules and Regulations were con- 
sidered by articles and passed, as follows. 


Rules and Regulations for the establishment and gov- 
ernment of the Rhode Island Church Missionary 
Society. 


1 This Society shall be called the Rhode Island Church Mis- 
sionary Society, and shall be composed of the members of the 
Convéntion of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the State of 
Rhode Island, elected according to the Constitution of said 
Church, ard also of such persons as have paid to ‘‘ The Church 
Missionary ‘ociety of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations’’ 
or shall pay to the Treasurer of the Convention, the sum of 
Twenty-five Dollars for missionary purposes, and of persons who 
shall annually pay the sum of one Dollar, and of such other per- 
sons as is hereafter provided. 


2 The Bishop of the diocese with which the Church in this 
State shall be connected, shall be ex-officio President of said 
Society. And if there be no Bishop present, the President of 
said Convention shall preside, and the Secretary and Treasurer of 
said Convention, shall be Secretary and Treasurer of said Society. 


3 All persons who have paid to ‘‘The Church Missionary Socie- 
ty of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,” or who shall 
pay to the Treasurer of said Convention, the sum of Twenty five 
Dollars, shall be members for Life of this Society. 


4 All monies which have been received from members for Life, 
or which may be received, shall constitute a fund, the Interest of 
which and all other monies, unless particularly appropriated by 
the Donors, may be expended as herein after provided. 


5 The President and Standing Committe elected by said Con- 
vention shall be a Board of Managers, in whom shall be vested 
the disposition of the funds of said Society, under the provisions 
and limitations of the fourth Article. 


6 And it is hereby declared, That the object of said Society, 
is the diffusion of Evangelical Truth according to the doctrines, 
discipline and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
United States, by supporting Missionaries within this State, and, 
when deemed expedient by the Board of Managers, by granting 
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aid to the General Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, for Domestic and Foreign Missions. 


7. Missionary Societies which are or may be founded, may be- 
come auxiliaries by placing their funds at the disposition of the 
Board of Managers; and said Board shall appropriate the same 
according to such directions as such auxiliary Society shall make 
known at the time. And each auxiliary Society may send four 
delegates to all meetings of this Society, who shall have all the 
privileges of members. 


8. There shall be an annual meeting of said Society on the day 
of the annual Convention of the Church in this State, and +t the 
place where the said Convention shall be holden, when th mem- 
bers of the Convention shall constitute a Quorum. Other meet- 
ings may be called by the President or Standing Co: iittee, on 
giving public notice of the time and place of meeting, when Ten 
members shall be sufficient to constitute a Quorum. 


9. On the evening of the day of the annual meeting, a public 
discourse shall be delivered ; the Preacher to be appointed by the 
Bishop, or if there be no Bishop, by the Standing Committee ; and 
a Contribution shall be had for the funds of said Society. And 
at the annual meeting, the Treasurer shall make a written Report 
of the funds, and the Board of Managers shall also report whatever 
relates to the objects of the Society. 


_ ‘The amendment proposed at the last Convention to 
the first article of the Constitution, is withdrawn by the 
Proposer, 8. T. Northam, Esq. 


Resolved, That this Convention do approve of the formation of 
Societies in the several Parishes, auxiliary to the Missionary Society 
of this State, and that the respective Ministers give notice of this 
Resolution to their Parishes. 


Resolved, That Rev. Mr. Burge, Col. Nathaniel Searle and 
the Secretary, be a Committee to enquire into the facts relative to 
Lands given to the Church, or to the Society for the propagation 
of.the Gospel in Foreign Parts, situate in Charlestown, and to re- 
port at the next Convention. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Providence, be, and he is hereby nominated for a 
Trustee of the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant 
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Episcopal Church of the United States of America, from this 
State. 


Resolved, That Rev. Salmon‘ Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport, be, and he is hereby nominated for a Trustee of said 
Seminary, in addition, under the provisions of the Constitution of 
said Seminary. 


The Bishop Reports that, during the past year, he 
has employed the Rev. Charles H. Alden, as a Missionary 
within this State. 


The following is an abstract of the Reports made by 
the several ministers, to the Convention. 


Trinity Church, Newport.—Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector, 
Baptisms, 7 ; Marriages, 5; Burials, 17 ; Communicants, about 
the same as last year, 150. 


St. John’s Church, Providence.—Rev. N. B. Crocker, Rector, 
Baptisms, (adults, 10; infants, 7 ;) 17; Marriages, 8; Burials, 
(infants and adults,) 15; Admitted to Communion 15; Commu- 
nicants, about 180. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol.— Right Rev. A. V. Griswold, 
D. D. Rector. Baptisms, 25; Marriages, 6; Deaths, 15 ; — 
Communicants, about 300. In the number of the communicants 
several are included, says the Bishop, who have removed from 
Bristol, and reside in situations where they will not, by any other 
clergyman, be reported. The congregation is but little, if at all, 
diminished. Piety and zeal appear to be increasing. 


St. Paul’s Church, N. & 8. Kingston.— Rev. Lemuel Burge, 
Rector. Baptisms, (infants, 6; adults, 4, ) 10 ; Communicants, 
(admitted) 5; Buried, 4. 


St. Paul’s Church, North Providence.— Rev. George Taft, 
Rector. Communicants, 56; Sunday School scholars, 90.— 
During the two years past, Baptisms, 6 ; Marriages, 10; Deaths, 
15. 

The Rev. Charles H. Alden, Deacon, reports, That he 
has, under the orders of the Bishop, as a Missionary 
within this State, been employed from the 17th of De- 
cember last, chiefly at East Greenwich. He remarks 
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«That the people there had not had the services of any regular 
clergyman for some time previous to his arrival.”’ 


He states that they were attached to a different mode 
of worship, but their pious liberality of sentiment and 
opinion fully entitle them to the esteem and affection of 
the members of the Church, and that he has engaged 
himself as their minister for one year. 

The following is the Report of the Treasurer, made 
to this Convention. (See next page.) 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Rev. Benjamin B. Smith, for his Sermon this day delivered 
before the Convention. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of the Convention be presented to 
the President for his Services. 


Resolved, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to 
the Secr’y for his services. 
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1824. 


At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Hpisco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden pursuant 
to the Constitution, at St. John’s Church, Providence, 
on Tuesday, 8th June, A. D. 1824. 


Present,—The Right Rev’d Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. 
Bishop, and Rector of St. Michael's Church, 
Bristol. 


Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 


Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, N. and 8. 
Kingston. 


Rey. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North Provi- 


dence. 


Rey. Charles H. Alden, Deacon, Preceptor of Kent Academy, 
and officiating in Hast Greenwich. 


Lay Delegates. 


Edward Brinley and Stephen T. Northam, Trinity Church, 
Newport. 


Thomas L. Halsey, and Chas. EF. Tillinghast, St. John’s Provi- 
dence. 


John G. Harding, and Ephraim Munro, St. Michael’s, Bristol. 


Joshua B. Rathbone, and William A. Shaw, St. Paul’s, N. & 
S. Kingston. 


David Wilkinson, Edward S. Wilkinson, and Caleb Drown, 
St. Paul’s, North Providence. 


After Prayers by the Rev. Mr. Taft, and a Sermon by 
the Rev. Mr. Burge, and the administration of the Sac- 
rament by the Bishop, the above named gentlemen ap- 
peared, and, presenting their Testimonials, took their 
seats. 


Proceeded to Election, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen for the offices set against their names, for 
the year ensuing : 
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Charles F. Tillinghast, Secretary. 

Alexander Jones, Treasurer. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
George Taft, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rev. Charles H. Al- 
den, and Messrs. Thomas L. Halsey, Stephen T. North- 
am, and John B. Braid, Standing Committee. 

Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. 
George Taft, and Rev. Charles H. Alden, Clerical Depu- 
ties, and Thomas L. Halsey, Stephen 'T. Northam, Sam- 
uel Slater, and Alexander Jones, Lay Delegates to the 
General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Stephen T. Nor- 
tham, and William Hunter, Hsq., be appointed a Committee to 
correspond with the Society in England for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in foreign parts, for the purpose of procuring from them 
a letter of Attorney to recover and dispose of the Lands, situate 
in Charlestown in this State, which were given to the said Society, 


Resolved, ‘That we consider ourselves pledged as a Convention 
to use all Hxertions in our power to raise the Sum of two hundred 
dollars to be paid to the Rey. Charles H. Alden, for his Services 
as a Missionary for the ensuing year, commencing from this Con- 
vention, and also the Sum of one hundred dollars in addition to 
what he has already been paid for his past services. 


The following is an abstract of the Reports made by 
the several Ministers to the Convention. 


St. John’s Church, Providence.—Rev. N. B. Crocker, Rector. 
Admitted to the Communion, 6; Baptized, 14; Married, 6; 
Buried, 15; Number of Communicants, about the same as last 
year. 

St. Michael’s Church, Bristol.—Rt. Rev. A. V. Griswold, 
Rector. Baptized, 12; Marriages, 1; Deaths, 5; Communicants 
about 200. 

St. Paul’s Church, N. and 8. Kingston.—Rev. L. Burge, 
Rector. Baptized, 1; Admitted to Communion, 1; Deaths, 4 ; 
Communicants, 16; Whole number of Baptized ; 35. Sunday 
School Scholars, 39. 
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St. Paul’s Church, North Providence.—Rev. G. Taft, Rector. 
Communicants, 58 ; Marriages, 7; Deaths, 7; Baptisms 4 ; Sun- 
day School Scholars, 127. 


Adjourned ,— Witness. 
Cuarues F. Tinuinenast, Secretary. 


aS 3S. &... 

At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden pursu- 
ant to the Constitution, at St. Michael’s Church, in 
Bristol, on Tuesday, 14th June, A. D. 18285. 


Present.— Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, Bishop, and 
Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 
Rey. N. B. Crocker, Rector St. John’s Church, 
Providence. 
Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector Trinity Church, 
Newport. 
Rev. Geo. Taft, Rector St. Paul’s, N. Providence. 


Rey. Lemuel Burge, Rector St. Paul’s, N. and 8. 
Kingston. 


Lay Delegates. 


Joshua B. Rathbone, St. Paul’s, N. & 8. Kingston. 

John G. Harding, St. Michael’s, Bristol. 

Thomas L. Halsey, Alex. Jones, Abner Daggett, St. John’s, 
Providence. 

David Wilkinson, Edward 8. Wilkinson, Caleb Drown, Abner 
S. Tompkins, St. Paul’s, N. Providence. 

Stephen T. Northam, Trinity, Newport. 

Rev. Lemuel Burge was chosen Secretary, pro tempore. 

Charles F. Tillinghast was chosen Secretary, and 


Alexander Jones, T'reasurer, for the ensuing year. 
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Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. N. B. Crocker, Rev. 
George Taft, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rev. Charles H. 
Alden, and Messrs. Thos. L. Halsey, Stephen T. Nor- 
tham, John B. Braid Lemuel C. Richmond, and Alex- 
ander Jones, were elected as the Standing Committee. 


Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. 
George Taft, Rev. Charles H. Alden, Clerical Deputies, 
and Messrs. Nath’] Searle, Stephen T’. Northam, Samuel 
Slater, Alexander Jones, Lay Delegates to the General 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 
United States. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rey. Lemuel 
Burge, Stephen T. Northam, and William Hunter, be appointed 
a Committee to correspond with the Society in England for the 
propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, for the purpose of 
procuring from them a Letter of Attorney to recover, and dispose 
of lands situate in Charlestown in this State which were given to 
the said Society. 


tesolved, That a Committee of one with the Clergyman be 
appointed in each Parish in this State, to carry into effect, or in 
other words, to redeem the pledge made at the last Convention to 
the Rev. Charles H. Alden. 


Alexander Jones, Nathaniel G. B. Dexter, Edward 
Brinley, and Ephraim Munroe were chosen. | 


The following is an abstract of the Reports made by 
the several Ministers to the Convention. 


St. Michael’s, Bristol—Rt. Rev. Alex. V. Griswold, Rector. 
Baptisms, 16 ; Marriages, 8; Deaths, 10. Communicants about 
200. The Parish continues flourishing. 

Trinity, Newport.—Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector. Baptisms, 
30; Marriages, 12; Deaths, 31; Communicants added, 12 ;— 
Present Number 136. 

St. John’s, Providence.—Rey. N. B. Crocker, Rector. Bap- 
tisms, 14; Marriages, 2; Deaths, 16; Present Number of Com- 
municants, 180. 
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St. Paul’s N. Providence.—Rev. George Taft, Rector. Bap- 
tisms, 7; Marriages, 13; Deaths, 10; Communicants, 64. Sun- 


day School Scholars, 180. 
St. Paul’s, N. Kingston,—Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector. Bap- 
tisms, 6; Marriage, 1; Deaths, 2; Sunday School Scholars, 34, 
Recorded Aug. 6, 1825, from minutes of Lemuel 
Burge, Sec. pro tem. 
Cuarzes EF’, Tiwuineuast, Secretary. 


L826. 


At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the State of Rhode Island, holden pursuant 
to the Constitution, by order of the Bishop, at Trinity 
Church in Newport, on Tuesday, 6th June, A. D. 1826. 


Present.— Right Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, D. D. Bp. 
of the Eastern Diocese, and Rector of St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 

Newport. 

Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 

Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North Providence. 

Rey. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s, North 
Kingston. 


Lay Delegates, 
Mr. Alexander Jones, St. John’s, Providence. 
Mr. Stephen T. Northam, Mr. Edward Brinley, Trinity, New- 


port. 
Mr. Dayid Wilkinson, Mr. David Lefavour, St. Paul’s, North 
Providence. 7 
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Mr. John G. Harding, Mr. Matthias Munro, St. Michael’s, 


Bristol, 
Mr. Joshua B. Rathbone, Mr. William A. Shaw, St. Paul’s, 


North Kingston. 3 

Convention being declared open by the Bishop, pro- 
ceeded to election, when the following gentlemen were 
chosen to fill the offices set against their names, for the 
ensuing year: : 

Rev. Lemuel Burge, Secretary. 

Mr. Alexander Jones, Treasurer. 


Rev. Salmon Wheaton, N. B. Crocker, George Taft, 
Lemuel Burge, Charles H. Alden, Clerical Members of 
the Standing Committee. Mr. Thomas L. Halsey, Al- 
exander Jones, David Lefavour, Lem’! C. Richmond, 
Stephen T. Northam, Lay Members of the Standing 
Committee. 


Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Salmon Wheaton, George 
Taft, Charles H. Alclen, Clerical Delegates to General 
Convention. Mr. Stephen T. Northam, Moses Lippitt, 
David Wilkinson, Ale:xander Jones, Lay Delegates to 
Gen’l Convention. 


Resolved, That the Rev. Nathan. B. Crocker, Rev. Lemuel 
Burge, Mr. William Hunter and Mr. Nathaniel Searle, Esquire, 
be appointed a Committee to correspond with the Society in En- 
gland for the Propagation of the Gospel -in foreign parts, for the 
purpose of procuring a Letter of Attorney, to recover and dis- 
pose of Lands situate in Charlestown, in this State, which were 
given to that Society, by an Indian Chief named George. 


Resolved, That Mr. 8. Douglass, Dea¢on, be admitted to an 
Honorary seat in this Convention. 


Resolved, That it is expedient for the Church in this State, to 
raise by Subscription the sum of Two thousand dollars within the 
course of two years, to be added to the Episcopal fund for the 
support of the Bishop of the Diocese, j 
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Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to devise ways and 
means for the increase of the Bishop fund, according to the last 
resolve, and report to the Convention at 6 O. C. P. M., this 
afternoon. 


Whereupon, Motion being made and recorded, Rev. 
Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, and Mr. 
Stephen T’. Northam were appointed that Committee. 


Resolved, That this Convention be adjourned to meet at 6 O. C. 
P. M., this afternoon. 


Siz O. C. P. M., June 6th. A. D. 1826. 


Convention met according to adjournment. 
When the following Report by the last named Com- 
mittee was read and received. 


We, the Subscribers, having been appointed a Committee by 
the Convention of the State of Rhode Island to take into consid- 
eration the subject of a letter from the Secretary of the Diocesan 
Convention in relation to the subject of a fund for the support of 
the Episcopate, report, that in our opinion it is expedient to at- 

tempt to raise two thousand dollars by subscription in this State. 
The Subscription of each individual to be binding only upon the 
condition that the above named sum be obtained within the period 
of two years from the sixth of June, 1826. And provided said 
sum above named, shall be subscribed within two years from the 
date of this report, each Subscriber or his heir shall be obligated 
to pay the sum annexed to his name, within three months from the 
completion of the sum proposed to be subscribed. 
Natuan B. Crocker, 
SatMon WHEATON, 
StepHEN T. NortHam 
Newport, 6th June, A. D. 1826. 


Motion being made and seconded, Mr. Alexander 
Jones, Mr. Stephen T. Northam, and Mr. David Wilkin- 
son, were appointed a Committee to carry into effect the 
object of the above report. 

18 
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Voted, That the Thanks of this Convention be presented to the 
Rev. Mr. Taft, for his sermon delivered this day, and that the Rev. 
Salmon Wheaton, and Stephen T. Northam, Esq., be a Committee 
to wait on him, and request a copy for the press. 


Convention Adjourned sine die. 
Lemvuet Borer, Secr’y. 


The following is an abstract of the Reports made by 
the several Ministers to the Convention. . 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol.—Rt. Rev. Alexander V. Gris- 
wold, D. D. Rector. Baptisms, 19; Marriages, 2; Deaths, 17 ; 
Communicants, 192. 


St. Paul’s Church, North Providence.— Rev. George Taft, 
Rector. Baptisms, 13; Marriages, 4; Deaths, 15; Communi- 
eants, 70 ; Sunday Scholars, 250. 


St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston.— Rev. Lemuel Burge, 
Rector. Baptisms, none; Marriages 2; Deaths, 2; Communi- 
eants, 15. 

St. John’s Church, Providence.—Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, 
Rector. Baptisms, 12; Marriages, 6; Deaths, 20 ; Communi- 
cants, 180. 

Convention adjourned. 

Witness. 
Lemve. Burer, Secretary. 


L827. 

At a meeting of the Annual Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the State of Rhode Island, 
holden pursuant to the first article of the Constitution, 
and by notice at St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston, on 
Tuesday 12th June, 1827. 
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Present.— Right Rev. Alexander Viets Griswold, Bishop and 
Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 

Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport. 

Rey. N. B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Providence. 

Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, N. 
Providence. 

Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
N. Kingston. 

Rev, C. H. Alden, Residing in Providence. 


Mr. Luke Drury, Delegate from St. Michael’s Ch., Bristol. 

Mr. Thomas L. Halsey, Mr. Moses Lippitt, Mr. Alexander 
Jones, Mr. John B. Chace, Delegates from St. John’s Ch., Provi- 
dence. 

Wm. A. Shaw, Beriah W. Reynolds, Benoni P. Bates, Dele- 
gates from St. Paul’s Ch. North Kingston. 


Convention being declared open by the Bishop, 


Proceeded to Election, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen to fill the offices set against their names, for 
ensuing year. 


Rev. Lemuel Burge, Secretary ; Mr. Alexander Jones, 
‘Treasurer. 


Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. N. B. Crocker, Rev. 
Lemuel Burge, Rev. George Taft, Rev. Charles H. 
Alden, Clerical Members of the Standing Committee.— 
Mr. Stephen 'T. Northam, Mr. Alexander Jones, Mr. 
Lemuel C. Richmond, Mr. David LeFavour, Lay Mem- 
bers of the Standing Committee. 


Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
George Taft, Rev. Charles H. Alden, Clerical Delegates 
to the Gen’l Convention ; Mr. Stephen T’. Northam, Mr. 
Moses Lippitt, Mr. David Wilkinson, Mr. Alexander 
Jones, Lay Delegates to the Gen’l Convention, 


100 JOURNAL OF THE CONVENTION. }1827 


Motion being made by the Rev. N. B. Crocker in 
relation toa certain tract of Land situated in Charles- 
town in this State, belonging to the Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel in foreign parts, in England, by 
Deed of Gift from George Ninnegrit, an Indian Chief,— 
A Committee of four was nominated and appointed as 
follows :—Rev. N. B. Crocker, Rev. Lem’! Burge, Mr. 
William Hunter and Nathaniel Searle, Esq., to make ap- 
plication to the above named Society for a power of At- 
torney, (Said Power of Attorney to be granted to a 
Board of Trustees, whose names are as follows :—Messrs. 
Samuel Slater, Zachariah Allen, Stephen 'T. Northam, 
Luke Drury, and Samuel W. Whitehorn, ) to sue for, re- 
cover and dispose of the avails of said Land according 
to the intention of the Donor. 


The following is the Report of the ‘Treasurer made 
to the Convention in A. D. 1825, with the exception of 
the Verbal part. (See next page.) 


The Secretary then read a Letter received from the 
Secretaries of the House of Bishops, and House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies, proposing certain alterations 
in the Liturgy and Constitution of the Church. And 
moved that the consideration of it might be put over to 
the next Annual Convention, but it was not seconded, 
and therefore lost. 

The subject was then taken up, and after a little debate, 
the Question was put,— Will this Convention approbate 
the proposed alteration?” when the negative appeared 
almost unanimously. 
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The following is an abstract of the Clerical Reports 
made to the Convention. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol —Rt. Rev. A. V. Griswold, D. D. 
Rector.—Marriages, 6; Baptisms, 10; Deaths, 9; Communi- 
cants about 170. 

St. John’s Church, Providence.—Rev. Nathan B Crocker, 
Rector.—Marriages, 4; Baptisms, 16 ; Communicants, (rec'd 3, 
susp’d 1 ;) about 180. 

St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston.—Rev. L. Burge, Rector, 
Marriages, 2; Baptisms, 1 ; Deaths, 5; Communicants 14. 

Trinity Church, Newport.—Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector.— 
Marriages, 5 ; Baptisms, 17 ; Deaths, 11 ; Communicants, (ree’d 
5,) 128; Sunday Scholars, 120. 

St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket.—Rey. George Taft, Rector.— 
Marriages, 4; Baptisms, 7; Deaths, 10; Communicants, 75 ; 
Sunday School Scholars 200. 

Convention adjourned szne die. 


Attest, Lemvrn Bures, Secretary. 


1s2s. 

At a meeting of the Annual Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the State of Rhode Island, 
holden pursuant to the first article of the Constitution, 
at St. Paul’s Church, in Pawtucket, on Tuesday, June 
10th, 1828. 


Present.—Right Rev. A. V. Griswold, Bp. and Rector of St 

Michael’s Ch., Bristol. 

Rev. N. B. Crocker. Rector of St. John’s Ch., 
Providence. 

Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Ch., New- 

ort. 
Rey. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. P. 
Rev. Charles H. Alden, Teacher of a Select School, 
Providence. 

Rey. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Ch., Paw- 

tucket, 
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Mr. Joshua B. Rathbone, Lay Delegate from St. Paul’s, Ch., 
N. Kingston. 
Mr. Stephen T. Northam, Lay Delegate from Trinity Ch., New- 


ort. 

5 Mr. William Pearce, Mr. Golden Dearth, Mr. John G. Hard- 
ing, Lay Delegates from St. Michael’s Ch., Bristol. 

Mr. David Lefayour, Mr. Barney Merry, Lay Delegates from 
St. Paul’s Ch., Pawtucket. 

Mr. Alexander Jones, Mr. John Carlile, Mr. John B. Chace, 
Mr. Wm. E. Richmond, Lay Delegates from St John’s Ch., 
Providence. 


Convention being declared open for business by the 
Bishop,—Proceeded to Election,—when the following 
named Gentlemen were chosen to fill the offices set 
against their names for the ensuing year. 


Rev. Lemuel Burge, Secretary. 
On motion of Rev. Mr. Crocker, 


Resolved, That this Convention do now adjourn to meet at 3 
o’clock, P. M., in this Church. 


St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, ‘ 
Tuesday, June 10, 1828, 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment, and 
the roll being called,—Proceeded on with Election. 

Mr. Alexander Jones, Treasurer. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
George Taft, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rev. Charles H. 
Alden, Clerical Members of the Standing Committee ; 
Mr. Stephen T. Northam, Mr. Alexander Jones, Mr. 
Lemuel C. Richmond, Mr. David Lefavour, Lay Mem- 
bers of the Standing Committee. 

Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
George ‘T'aft, Rev. Charles H. Alden, Clerical Delegates 
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to General Convention; Mr. Stephen 'T. Northam, Mr. 
Nathaniel Searle, Esq., Mr. Alexander Jones, Mr. David 
Wilkinson, Lay Delegates to the General Convention. 


The Treasurer being called upon to report, offered the 
following, which was received and ordered to be re- 
corded. | 


The Treasurer of the Rhode Island Episcopal Mis- 
sionary Society, reports,— 


Funds of the Society, consist of Five Shares in the 


Exchange Bank, (value) $275 00 
Deposits in Savings Bank, 100 00 
Cash on hand (from recollection), Dividends, 37 50 
Deduct paid Gen’] Convention for Clergy, 450 33 00 

Errors Excepted, $408 00 


ALEXANDER JONES, Treasurer. 

Pawtucket, June 10th, 1828. 

Motion being made respecting the Charlestown Claim, 
a Committee of four was nominated and appointed, viz : 
Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Mr. Wil- 
liam Hunter, and Mr. Nathaniel Searle, Esq., to make ap- 
plication to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts, in England, for a power of Attorney 
to be granted to the following named Gentlemen, viz :— 
Mr. Samuel Slater, Mr. Zachariah Allen, Mr. Stephen 
T. Northam, Mr. Luke Drury, and Mr. Samuel White- 
horn, who were appointed by the Convention in A. D. 
1827, a Board of Trustees, to receive the same,—to sue 
for, recover and dispose of, according to the intention of 
the Donor, the annual avails of a certain tract of Land 
lying in Charlestown, in this State, belonging to the 
above named Society as doth fully appear on the Land 
evidence in Charlestown. 
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The following is an abstract. of the Clerical Reports 
made to the Convention. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. —Rt. Rev. A. V. Griswold, D. D. 
Rector. — Marriages, 6; Baptisms, 11; Communicants, 170 ; 
Deaths, 3; Sunday Scholars, 112. 

Trinity Church, Newport.—Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector.— 
Baptisms, 10; Marriages, 7; Funerals, 13 ; Communicants 131. 

St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston.—Rev. Lemuel Burge, 
Rector.—Baptisms, 3; Marriages, 6; Funerals, 5; Communi- 
cants, ; Sunday Scholars, 65 ; 

St. John’s Church, Providence.—Nathan B. Crocker, Rector. 
Baptisms, 17 ; Marriages, 8; Burials, 20; Communicants, 180 ; 
Sunday School flourishing. 

St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket.—Rev. George Taft, Rector.— 
Communicants, 70; Baptisms, 8; Marriages, 4; Deaths, 5 ; Sun- 
day Scholars 225. 

No further business being before the Convention, an 


Adjournment was moved, and the Convention was ad- 


journed sine die. 
Rr. Rev. Atex’r V. Grisworp, D. D. President. 
Atiest,—Lxmurt Buree, Secretary. 


LS2°9. 

At a meeting of the Annual Convention of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, in the State of Rhode Island, 
held pursuant to the first article of the Constitution, at 
St. John’s Church, in Providence, June 9th, A. D. 1829, 
due notice of the time and place having been given by 


the Secretary. 
Present,—Right Rev. A. V. Griswold, Rector of St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol. 


ia 
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Rey. N. B. Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, 


Providence. 
Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport. 
Rey. Geo. Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s, N. Providence. 
Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s, Wickford. 
Rev. Charles H. Alden, Private Instructor in Proy- 
idence. 
Mr. John G. Harding, Mr. Matthias Munroe, Mr. Golden 
Dearth, Delegates from St. Michael’s Ch., Bristol. 
Mr. William HE. Richmond, Hsq., Delegate from St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 
Mr. Stephen T. Northam, Hsq., Delegate from Trinity Ch., 
Newport. 
Mr. Barney Merry, Mr. Caleb Drown, Delegates from St. 
Paul’s Ch., North Providence. 


Mr. William A. Shaw, Delegate from St. Paul’s Ch., Wickford. 

After Prayers by Rev. Mr. Taft, and a very appro- 
priate Sermon by the Bishop, the Holy Communion 
having been also duly administered, the above named 
Clerical Gentlemen, and also their Delegates, on present- 
ing their testimonals, took their seats. 

A Secretary being called for, Rev’d Lemuel Burge 
was nominated and elected unanimously. 

On motion, the Parochial Reports were presented and 


read. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol.—In the Parish in Bristol, du- 
ring the year last past has been 4 Marriages; 5 Baptisms, and 9 
Deaths. There are about 162 Communicants. A number of 
families, including several Communicants, have removed from the 
town during the last year ; and so large a part of my time is occu- 
pied in the various Diocesan duties, that there is, of necessity, a 
great deficiency of the performance of parochial duties. These 
are among the causes of so few baptisms, and no increase of com- 
municants. ‘The Sunday School is large and flourishing; and 
there are some indications of increasing piety and zeal. 

ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD, 
Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 
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St. John’s Church, Providence.—The report of Baptisms and 
admissions to the Communion in St. John’s Church the past year, 
will show that the preaching of the gospel among us has not 
been blessed as in former years. While we record the fact, we 
feel a painful conviction that the fault is entirely our own. We 
would not, however, despise the day of small things, but bless the 
Lord and praise His holy name for the few which have been added 
to His church, of such, we trust, as will be saved. We will re- 
joice too, and thank Him that there are no divisions among us in 
the Apostolic sense of the word, but that the unity, which for one 
quarter of a century we have been permitted to enjoy, has suffered 
no interruption. A full enumeration of our reasons for thankful- 
ness to the great Head of the Church, would be a trespass upon 
the time of this Convention, and foreign from the design of their 
parochial reports. 

But we should do violence to our feelings, and incur the charge 
of indifference to measures which are supposed to promise efficient 
aid to the cause of piety and Hpiscopacy, were we not to say that 
sundry individuals of this Church have organized an Episcopal 
Society on the west side of the river. Their Delegates are now 
here, and claim to be admitted as its legal representatives in this 
Convention. We trust that it will be your pleasure to recognize 
and honor their claim, when they shall have shown by their arti- 
eles of association, or otherwise, that the Constitution of the Ep. 
Church in this State is acceded to by the Society they represent. 
We have baptized (Infants, 8, Adults, 2,) 10; Admitted to the 
Communion, 6, (by Letter, 2,) making 8; Married, 6; Buried, 
18; Whole number of Communicants, about 160. We have a 
Sunday School of 200 children, not surpassed, we believe, by any 
others, in regard to the ability and faithfulness of its Teachers, or 
the improvement of the taught. 

NarHan B. Crocker, 
Rector of St. John’s Church, Providence. 
Providence, June 9th, 1829. 


Trinity Church, Newport.— During the past year there have 
been 9 Baptisms, 8 Marriages, and 14 Deaths. Hight have been 
added to the Communion. Whole number of Communicants, 
about 123. The Sunday School is large, and in a flourishing 
condition. The state of the parish is prosperous. 

SALMON WHEATON, 
Rector of Trinity Ch., Newport. 

St. Paul’s Church, North Providence.— The Rector reports as 
follows : Communicants, 75; Baptisms, 9; Marriages, 16 ;— 
Deaths, 10 ; Sunday Scholars, 150. 

Gzorce Tarr, Rector. 
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St. Paul’s Church, Wickford.—Since our last Convention no 
material external change has taken place in my parish. I have 
Married 4, and Buried 2. Whole number of Communicants, 43. 


LemveEt Bureeg, Rector. 


The following promise of conformity was received 
and read by the Secretary, and ordered to be recorded : 


At a meeting of, the Pewholders of Grace Church, holden at 
their house of worship, un Tuesday, June 2d, 1829, it was resol- 
ved, ‘‘ That this Church promise conformity to the Constitution 
and Canons of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this State, and 
also to the Constitution and Canons of the Eastern Diocese, and 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States of 
America.”’ 


A true Copy. A. M. Vinton, Sec’y. 
And on motion made and seconded,—Grace Church 
was received into union with the Convention. 


Whereupon Thomas B. Lippitt having been regularly 
elected a Delegate to represent said Church in Conven- 
tion, as was shown by certificate, took his seat as mem- 
ber thereof. 


On motion made and seconded, 


Resolved, That St. Mark’s Church, in Warren, be received 
into union with this Convention. 

Whereupon Messrs. George Pierce, and Seth Peck, 
after producing a certificate of their appointment as Del- 
egates, which was read and approved, took their seats as 
members of the Convention. 


On motion, Resolved, That Col. Alexander Jones be elected 
Treasurer. 


On motion, Resolved, That Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Nathan 
B. Crocker, Rey. Lemuel Burge, Rev. George Taft, Rev. Charles 
H. Alden, Messrs. Stephen T. Northam, Alexander Jones, 
Lemuel C. Richmond, and David Lefavour be elected the Stand- 
ing Committee. 
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On motion, Resolved, That Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rev. Na- 
than B. Crocker, Rev. George Taft, Rev. Charles H. Alden, 
Messrs. Stephen T. Northam, Nathaniel Searle, Alexander Jones, 
and David Wilkinson, Esq., be elected Delegates to the next 
Gen’! Convention, which will assemble in the City of Philadelphia 
in August next. . 

On motion, Resolved, That the Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, Rev. 
Lemuel Burge, Messrs. William Hunter, Nathaniel Searle, and 
William E. Richmond, HEsq., be, and they are, hereby appointed 
a Committee to request the Society in England for the propagation 
of the Gospel in foreign parts, to grant a Letter, or power of At- 
torney, to Messrs. Samuel Slater, Zachariah Allen, Stephen T. 
Northam, Matthias Munroe, and Samuel Whitehorn, (who are also 
hereby appointed a Board of ‘Trustees to receive the same,) to sue 
for, recover, and dispose of, according to the intention of the 
Donor, the avails of a certain tract of Land in Charlestown, 
State of Rhode Island, which was given to said Society by an In- 
dian Chief named George Ninnegrit, as is clearly shown by the 
Land Evidence in Charlestown. 

On motion, Kesolved, That the Committee appointed to procure 
a Letter of Attorney from the Society in England, have power to 
draw from the Treasury the sum of fifty dollars, proceeds of the 
Missionary Fund, and from the same to pay any expense that may 
arise in obtaining said Letter. 


The following report of the Treasurer was presented 
by the Rev. Mr. Crocker, which was received and order- 
ed to be recorded. (See next page.) 

On motion, Resolved, That hereafter it shall be the duty of 
each Rector or Minister of a Church in this State, to add to his 
parochial report, a statement of whatever may have been done for 
Missionary purposes within his parish, during the last year. 

On motion, Resolved, That it shall be the duty of each Clergy- 
man having a Church in this State, within one month from this 
day, to form a Society in his Parish, auxiliary to the State Mis- 
sionary Society, and make report of the same to the Bishop. 

There being no further business,— 

On motion, Voted, That the Convention be dissolved. 

A true record, 


Atiest, Lemur. Buree, Secretary. 
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2 RE = BE 


At the Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the State of Rhode Island, holden at St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol, Tuesday, June 8th, 1830. 


Present.—Rt. Rey. Alexander V. Griswold, D. D. Bishop of 
the Hastern Diocese, Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of 
St. John’s Church, Providence, Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of 
Trinity Church, Newport, Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s 
Church, North Providence, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, North Kingston, Rev. John Bristed, Rector of St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol, Rev. Samuel Fuller, jun., Rector of 
Grace Church, Providence, Rev. George W. Hathaway, Minister 
of St, Mark’s, Warren, Rey. Charles H. Alden, residing at Bris- 
tol. Vine Clerical members. 


Lay Delegates. 


St. John’s Church, Providence, Alexander Jones, ohn Carlile, 
Wm. E. Richmond. 


Trinity Ch., Newport, Edward Brinley. 


St. Paul’s Ch., N. Providence, David Wilkinson, Hezekiah 
Howe, Ed. 8. Wilkinson. 


St. Paul’s Ch., N. Kingston, Joshua B. Rathbone, Wm. A. 
Shaw, David U. Hagen. 


St. Michael’s, Church, Bristol— William Pierce, Benj. Hall, 
John G. Harding, John De Wolf, Jr. 


Grace Church, Providence.— Geo. 8. Wardwell, Richmond 
Brownell, Benj. I’. Hallett, Philip © Gardner. 


St. Mark’s, Warren.—Geo, Munroe, Geo. Pierce. 

Seven churches ; Zwenty lay members. 

Morning Prayers were read by Rev’d Dr. Crocker.— 
Convention Sermon was preached by Rev. Mr. Burge, 
and the Communion was administered by the Bishop, 
assisted by Rev. Dr. Crocker. 

Rev. Mr. Burge resigned the office of Secretary of the 
Convention. Rev. Mr. Fuller was appointed his suc- 
cessor. ‘I‘hanks of the Convention were given to Rev. 
Mr. Burge for his Sermon. 
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Clergymen of other Dioceses, Candidates for Holy 
Orders, and those who are intending to be such, admitted 
to honorary seats in the Convention. 


The following Committees were appointed : 

On the State Convention.— Rev. Messrs. Wheaton 
and 'T'aft,and Wm. E. Richmond, Esq. | 

On the Missionary Society.— Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. 
Mr. Bristed, Geo. S. Wardwell. 

On Sunday Schools.— Rev. Mr. Hathaway, Edward 
Brinley, Ed. 8. Wilkinson. 

Alexander Jones was re-appointed Treasurer. 

The Committee on Church Lands, appointed at the 
last Convention, was discharged, and a new Committee 
appointed on the same subject, consisting of Rev. Mr. 
Bristed, Wm. E. Richmond, Benj. F. Hallett. 

The report of the Committee on the State Convention 
was received and accepted. Whereupon it was 


Resolved, That hereafter three sermons be preached at the an- 
nual meeting of the Convention, viz: the Convention Sermon on 
the morning of the first day of the session. A Missionary Ser- 
mon on the evening of the same day, and a Sermon on Sunday 
Schools on the morning of the second day of the session. 


Rev. Dr. Crocker was appointed to preach the Con- 
vention Sermon, at the next meeting of the Convention ; 
Rev. Mr. Fuller, the Missionary Sermon, and Rev. Mr. 
Taft his substitute; Rev. Mr. Hathaway to preach the 
Sermon on Sunday Schools, and Rev. Mr. Bristed his 
substitute. 


Resolved, That the Standing Committee consist of the Paro- 
chial Clergy, and one Layman from each Parish. 


The following were appointed the Standing Commit- 
tee for the ensuing year: Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. Mr. 
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Wheaton, Rev. Mr. Taft, Rev. Mr. Burge, Rev. Mr. 
Bristed, Rev. Mr. Fuller, David Lefavour, Lemuel C. 
Richmond, Alexander Jones, Stephen 'T’. Northam, Geo. 
Pierce, Geo. S. Wardwell, Wm. A. Shaw. 

The following were appointed Delegates to the Gen- 
eral Convention. 

Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rev Mr. Taft, 
Rev. Mr. Bristed, Stephen T. Northam, John DeWolf, 
jun., Alexander Jones, David Wilkinson. 

Report of Committee on the Missionary Society was 
reeeived and accepted ; whereupon it was 
- Resolved, That the Highth Article of the Constitution of the 


Missionary Society be altered, so that ‘‘ ive members shall be 
sufficient to constitute a quorum.” 


Report of Committee on Sunday Schools was re- 
ceived and accepted ; whereupon it was 


Resolved, That this Convention approve of the formation of 
the Rhode Island Prot. Epis. Sund. School Soc., auxiliary to the 
Gen. Prot. Epis. Sun. School Union; and that this Convention 
recommend to such Episcopal Sun. Schools to become auxiliary to 
the State Society, as are not already so. 


Report of Mr. Jones, the Treasurer of the Missionary 
Society, was received and approved. 


ABSTRACT OF PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 

St. John’s, Providence.—Baptisms, 16 ; Infants, 11; Adults, 
5; Admitted to the Communion, 5; Marriages, 9; Burials, 13 ; 
Sunday Scholars, 140 ; Sunday School Library, 270 volumes ; 
Contributions to the State Missionary Society, $61. 

Trinity Ch., Newport—Baptisms, 21; Adults, 5; Children, 
16; Funerals, 17 ; Added to Communion, 6; Removed, 7 ; — 
Present number, 125 ; Sunday Scholars, 142 ; Superintendents, 
2; Teachers, 17 ; Sunday School Library, 250 volumes. 


St. Paul’s Ch., N. Providence.—Baptisms, 45 ; Marriages, 10; 
Burials, 5; Confirmation, 70; Communicants, 124; Sunday 
School Scholars, 125; Missionary Funds, $24 55; Sunday 
School Library, 250 volumes. . 


15 
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St. Paul’s, N. Kingston.—Burials, 2; Contributions to the 
Missionary Society, $5. 


St. Michael’s, Bristol —Baptisms, Adults, 80 ; Confirmed about 
60; added to the Communion, 60; Sunday Scholars 250 ; Teach- 
ers, 22; volumes in Sunday School Library 240 ; Contributions of 
Missionary Society $337 41. 


Grace Ch., Providence.—Baptisms, 2; Communicants (sup- 
posed) about 30; Sunday Scholars 50 ; Sunday School Library 
60 volumes. 


Resolved, That the next Annual Convention be holden at Tih - 
ity Church, Newport. 


Thanks of the Convention were given to the Presi- 
dent and Secretary, for their services during the present 
session. 

Convention adjourned. 

SamueL Fuuer, jun., Secretary. 


18si1. 


The Annual Convention of the Prot. Epis. Church in 
R. L, convened in Trinity Church, Newport, on Tues- 
day, June 14th, 1831. Morning Prayers were read by 
the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, and the Convention Sermon 
preached by the Rev. Dr. Crocker; after which the 
Communion was administered by the Rev. Mr. Wheaton. 

After the close of the religious services, the Conven- 
tion was organized, the Rev. Mr. Wheaton presiding, 
agreeably to an article of the Constitution, which directs 
that, in the absence of the Bishop, the Rector of the 
Church where the Convention is held, shall preside. 
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The following Clerical and Lay Delegates appeared 
and took their seats. 


The Rey. Mr. Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Ch., Newport. 

The Rey. Mr. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s Ch., Provi- 
dence. 

The Rey. Mr. Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Ch , Pawtucket. 

The Rey. Mr. Burge, Rector of St. Paul’s Ch., N. Kingston. 

The Rey. Mr. Bristed, Rector of St. Michael’s Ch., Bristol. 

The Rev. Mr. Hathaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Ch., Warren. 

Trinity Church, Newport.—Messrs. Edward Brinley, Charles 
Collins, Stephen T. Northam, Samuel Whitehorn. 

St. John’s Church, Providence.—Alexander Jones, Wm. G. 
Goddard, Wm. H. Richmond, Joseph L. Tillinghast. | 

St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket.—David Lefavour, Loring Car- 
penter, George Mumford. 

St. Michael’s Church, Bristol— Wm. Pearce, Ephraim Munroe, 
John G. Harding. 

St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston—Wm. A. Shaw, Joshua 
B. Rathbone. 

Grace Church, Providence.—Benjamin F. Hallett, George 8. 
Wardwell, Charles Cheney. 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren.—George Pearce, Geo. Munroe. 


The Rev. Geo. W. Hathaway was chosen Secretary 
in place of the Rev. Mr. Fuller, removed from the Di- 
ocese. 


Voted, That Clergymen of other Dioceses, and Candidates for 
Holy Orders be admitted to seats in this Convention 


Agreeably to which, the Rev. Mr. S. Nash, of St. 
Albans, Vermont, and Messrs. Cooke, D’ Wolf, and Batch- 
elder, Candidates, took seats. 

Treasurer’s report of Missionary Fund was received, 
accepted, and directed to be recorded,—of which the 
following is a transcript. 
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Alexander Jones was re-elected Treasurer for the year 


ensuing. 
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Voted, That Messrs. Wm. E. Richmond, Benj. I’. Hallet, and 
Jos. L. Tillinghast, be a Committee to write to England, to the 
proper organ of the Society, ‘‘for the propagation of the Gospel 
in Foreign Parts,’ and ascertain from them, whether they would 
transfer to this Convention their right to certain Church lands in 
Washington Co. in this State. 


The Rev. Mr. Bristed was appointed to deliver the 
next Convention Sermon. 

The Rev. Dr. Crocker was appointed to preach a Mis- 
sionary Sermon at the next Convention, and the Rev. 
Mr. Burge his substitute. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton was appointed to preach a 
Sermon of Sunday Schools, at the next Convention, and 
the Rev. Mr. Taft, his substitute. 


Voted, That the next Annual Convention be held at St. Mark’s 
Church, Warren. 

The following persons were elected the Standing 
Committee, for the following year. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Dr. Crocker, Rev. Messrs 
Taft, Bristed, Burge, and Hathaway, of the Clergy, and 
‘Messrs. S. 'T’. Northam, Newport, Alexander Jones, and 
Richmond Brownell, Providence, L. C Richmond, Bris- 
tol, David Lefavour, Pawtucket, and George Pearce, 
Warren. | 

The Rev. Dr. Crocker, and the Rev. Messrs. Whea- 
ton, Taft, and Bristed, and Messrs. Alexander Jones, 
Stephen ‘I’. Northam, John D’Wolf, jun., and Edward 
Walcott, were appointed Delegates to the General Con- 
vention. . 

Convention adjourned to meet the next morning at 
8 o’clock. 

In the evening, there was a Missionary Sermon 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Taft. 
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Wednesday morning, at 8 o’clock, Convention re-as- 
sembled. 


Voted, That Sec. of the Standing Committee, report to the 
Convention annually the doings of said Committee for the past 


year. 
The Parochial Reports were then read, of which the 


following is an abstract. 


Bap. Mar. Bur. Con. Com.add. Wh. No. of Com. 

Trinity Church, Newport, il 2 24 22 10 126 
St. John’s Church, Prov. 17 7 17 6 
St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, 16 6 5 180 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 20 8 8 9 39 229 
St. Paul’s Church, N. King’n, 1 E 3 
Grace Church, Providence, 8 2 3 7 37 

3 2 7 12 


St. Mark’s Church, Warren, 7 


The following is an abstract of the report of Sunday 
Schools, as contained in Parochial reports. 


Library. Teachers. Scholars. * 

Trinity Church, Newport, 400 16 124 
St. John’s Church, Providence. (No report). 

St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, 250 150 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 250 21 150 
St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, (No School). 

Grace Church, Providence, 60 6 45 
St. Mark’s Church, Warren, 70 10 70 


Convention adjourned to attend Divine Service. 


Service and a Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Nash, of St. 
Albans, Vermont. Immediately after the Services closed, 
the Convention re-assembled, and proceeded to business. 


Voted, That the Rev, Mr. Wheaton and Mr. John B. Francis 
be a Committee to inquire into the cause of the discontinuance of 
Public Worship in the parish of St. Paul’s, at Tower Hill, South 
Kingston, and to report to the Standing Committee as soon as may 
be; and that said Standing Committee have power, and are here- 
by desired, immediately to adopt measures for the re-establishment 
of Episcopal worship at said Tower Hill. 


The thanks of the Convention were voted to the 
Rev. Dr. Crocker, and Rev. Mr. Taft, for their Sermons. 
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, Resolved, That no more such thanks be ever rendered to any 
preacher. 


Resolved, That it be the duty of the Secretary of the Conven- 
tion to have a copy of the Canons of the Church, always among 
the books and papers. 


Adjourned sine die. 
Geo. W. Hatuaway, Secretary. 


| 1881. 
SPECIAL CONVENTION. 


A Special Convention was held at St. Mark’s Church, 
Warren, by order of the Standing Committee, on Friday, 
August 12th, 1831. 

Morning Prayer was read by Rev. Mr. Wheaton, and 
a sermon preached by the Rev. Dr. Crocker, and the 
Holy Communion administered by the Rev. Mr. Hatha- 
way, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Crocker. 

After the services, proceeded to organize the Conven- 
tion. The Rev. Mr. Hathaway presided, agreeably to 
a provision of the Constitution, that in the absence of 
the Bishop, the Rector of the Church in which the Con- 
vention is held, should act as chairman. 

The Rev. Mr. Bristed was appointed Secretary pro 
tem. | 

The following Clerical and Lay Delegates appeared 
and took their seats :— 

Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. Messrs. 
Taft, Bristed, Burge, Hathaway, and Batchelder, of the 
Clergy. | 
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Stephen 7’. Northam, Esq., of Trinity Ch., Newport, 
Alexander Jones, Wm. E. Richmond, Jos. L. Tillinghast, 
and Wm. G. Goddard, Esq’rs, St. John’s Ch., Providence. 
Messrs. Jonathan Harding, Ephraim Munroe, and Lemuel 
C. Richmond, St. Michael’s Ch., Bristol. Messrs. Ed- 
ward 8. Wilkinson, David Lefavour, Barney Merry, and 
John L. Wilkinson, St. Paul’s Ch., Pawtucket. Messrs. 
Joshua B. Rathbone, David Updike Hagan, Beriah W. 
Reynolds, and Wm. A. Shaw, St. Paul’s Ch., North 
Kingston. Mr. George S. Wardwell, and Dr. Richmond 
Brownell, Grace Ch., Providence. Nathan’! Phillips, Esq. , 
and Messrs. John Trott, John R. Wheaton, and George 
Wheaton, St. Mark’s Ch., Warren. 


It was Voted, That the Clergymen of other Dioceses, present, 
and also the Candidates for Holy Orders in this State and others, 
be invited to take seats in this Convention. 


Agreeably to this vote the Rev. Mr. West, of 'Taun- 
ton, and the Rev. Mr. Munroe, of Bridgewater, Mass., 
took seats. Also, Messrs. Golden Dearth, Ephraim Mun- 
roe, Erastus D’ Wolf and Joseph M. Brown, Candidates 
in this State, and Mr. Washington Van Zandt, candidate 
in the Diocese of New York, took seats. 


The Rev. Messrs. Wheaton, Crocker, and Bristed, and 
Jos. L. Tillinghast, Esq., were appointed a Committee 
to take into consideration the proposition of the Conven- 
tion of Massachusetts respecting the division of the Di- 
ocese, and to report immediately after Divine Service in 
the afternoon,—to which time the Convention adjourned. 


In the afternoon, Services were read by the Rev. Mr. 
Burge, aud a sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. Batchel- 
der. After which, the Convention re-assembled ; and 
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having heard the report of the Committee, and fully dis= 
cussed the question, they passed the following resolution, 
viz. 

Kesolved, That this Convention, as at present advised, does not 
recommend a concurrence with the proposition of the Convention 
of Massachusetts, relative to the division of the Eastern Diocese, 


in the terms in which that proposition has been communicated to 
us. 


Convention adjourned sine die. 


Joun Bristep, Sec., pro tem. 


18832. 
SrpEecraL CONVENTION. 


A Special Convention was held in St. Paul’s Church, 
Pawtucket, on Thursday, March 8th, 1832, at 10 o’clock, 
A. M., by order of the Standing Committee. Morning 
Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, and a Ser- 
mon preached by the Rev Mr. Haskins. ‘The services 
being finished, proceeded to organize the Convention. 


The Rev. Mr. Taft presided, agreeably to the provis- 
ion in the Constitution, that in the absence of the 
Bishop, the Rector of the Church in which the Conven- 
tion is held, shall preside. 

16 
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Present of the Clergy.—The Rev. Dr. Crocker, the Rev 
Messrs. Taft, Bristed, Haskins, Batchelder, Brown, and Hathaway. 


Lay Delegates.—From St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket.—Bar- 
ney Merry, Peter R. Minard, Edward Walcott, and Alanson 
Thayer. 


From St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. —lLevi D’ Wolf. 

The following resolutions were unanimously adopted, 
viz :—That this Convention, having been officially in- 
formed that the Churches in Vermont are desirous of 
withdrawing from the Eastern Diocese, and the Consti- 
tution of said Diocese requiring our consent, it is there- 
fore 

Resolved, That we consent to their withdrawal. 


Resolved, That the Secretary of this Convention communicate 
the same to the Secretary of the Convention of the Church in 
Vermont. 


Voted, That the next Annual Convention in June next, be 
held at St. Paul’s Church, South Kingston. 


Adjourned sine die. , 
Gro. W. Hatnaway, Secretary. 


18s2. 
ANNUAL CONVENTION. 


The Annual Convention of the Prot, Epis. Ch. in 
Rhode-Island, met at St. Paul’s Ch. South Kingston, on 
Tuesday, June 12th, 1832. 
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Morning Prayers were read by the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, 
and the Convention Sermon preached by the Rev. Mr. 
Bristed, after which the Holy Communion was adminis- 
tered by the Rev. Mr. Hathaway. 


The religious Services being ended, proceeded to or- 
ganize the Convention. ‘I‘he Bishop being absent, the 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton was appointed Chairman. 

Present.—The Rey. Dr. Crocker, the Rev. Messrs Wheaton, 


Taft, Burge, Bristed, Hathaway, Batchelder, D’ Wolf, and Brown, 
of the Clergy ; and the following Lay Delegates, viz : 


Alexander Jones, St. John’s Ch., Providence. 
_ Stephen H. Cahoone, Trinity Ch., Newport. 
Wm. Pearse, and Hphraim Munroe, St. Michael’s Ch., Bristol. 


David Updike Hagan, Euclid Chadsey, Joshua B. Rathbone, 
and Wm. A. Shaw, St. Paul’s Ch., North Kingston. 


Danforth L. Peek, St. Paul’s Ch., North Providence. 
Resolved Waterman, Grace Ch., Providence. 


Freeborn Sisson, George Pierce, and Dan’] B. Wheaton, St. 
Mark’s Ch., Warren. 


The Rev. George W. Hathaway was re-elected Sec- 
retary. 


Voted, That any Candidates for Orders in this or other Dioceses 
be invited to honorary seats in this Convention. 


When Mr. Asa Peckham, a candidate in this diocese, 
appeared and took a seat. 


The Rev. Mr. Bristed, and Wm. A. Shaw were ap- 
pointed a Committee on the admission of parishes. 


Alexander Jones, Treasurer, made his annual report 
verbally. ‘That the state of the Treasury is the same 
as when reported last year, except the addition of fifteen 
dollars received for dividends,—making the disposable 
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balance now in his hands to be 69 38-100 dollars, which ~ 
report was accepted, and Mr. Jones re-elected Treasurer. 


The Rev. Messrs. Bristed and Hathaway. were ap- 
pointed a Committee to prepare a report for the General 
Convention, of the State of the Church in Rhode Island, 


The Convention then adjourned to meet at 3 o’clock, 
P. M. 


Afternoon, met according to adjournment. 


The Rev. Mr. Wheaton and Dr. Crocker were appoint- 
ed a Committee on the report of the Committee of the 
Gen’! Convention, on the revision of the Canons. 


The Committee on the admission of parishes report, 
That the proper documents required by the Canons had 
been submitted to them by three newly organized 
Churches, praying for admission to this Convention, viz: 
St. Paul’s Ch., South Kingston, Trinity Ch., Pawtuxet, 
and St. James’ Ch., Smithfield. Whereupon it was 


Voted, That the above Churches be admitted accordingly. 


John J. Watson and Sam/’l Brown appeared and took 
seats as delegates from St. Paul’s Ch., South Kingston. 


The Rev. Mr. Hathaway was appointed to preach the 
next Annual Convention Sermon. Rev. Mr. Bristed, 
and Mr. Brown, his substitute, to preach the Missionary 
Sermon ; and the Rev. Mr. Wheaton, and Mr. Taft, his 
substitute, to preach the Sunday School Sermon. 


The following persons were appointed delegates to 
the General Convention; of the Clergy,—The Rev Dr. 
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Crocker, Rev. Mr. Wheaton, Rev. Mr. Bristed, Rev. Mr. 
Taft ; of the Laity,_-Alexander Jones, Stephen 'T. Nor- 
tham, Edward R. Walcott, Joseph J. Tillinghast,—with 
power to supply vacancies. 


Resolved, That it be recommended by this Convention to the 
Trustees of Donations of the Prot. Epis. Ch. in the Eastern Di- 
ocese, that they appoint persons to make an examination into the 
circumstances of the disputed lands between St. Paul’s Ch., N. 
Kingston and St. Paul’s Ch., 5. Kingston, in order to an equita- 
ble adjustment of the same between the two aforesaid Churches. 


The following persons were chosen the Standing Com- 
mittee for the year ensuing: of the Clergy,—The Rev. 
Mr. Wheaton, Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. Mr. Taft, Rev. 
Mr. Bristed, Rev. Mr. Burge, Rev. Mr. Hathaway ; of 
the Laity,—Alexander Jones, Stephen T. Northam, Wm. 
Pearse, Richmond Brownell, George Pearse, Joshua B. 
Rathbone. 


The Parochial reports were received and read, of 
which the following is an abstract. 


- St. John’s Church, Providence.— Baptisms, (Adults, 15 ; In- 
fants, 11,) 26; Communicants added, 25; Marriages, 5; Buri- 
als, 18; 8S. S. Scholars, 176; Teachers, 20; 8. S. Library, 334. 

Trinity Church, Newport.— Baptisms. (Adults, 3 ; Infants, 4) 
7; Communicants, (3 added) 122; Marriages, 9; Burials, 14; 
S. 8. Scholars, 156 ; Teachers, 17; S. 8. Library, 450. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. — Baptisms, 5, Infants, ; — 


Communicants, (9 added) 200; Marriages, 3; Burials, 12; 8. 
S. Scholars, 180; Teachers, 25; 8. S. Library, 280. 


St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence. — Baptisms, 9; Communi- 
cants, 180; Marriages, 12; Burials, 10; 8. 8S. Scholars, 162 ; 
Teachers, 24. 

St. Paul’s Church, N. Kingston.—Baptisms, 2 ; Marriages, 4; 
Burials, 4; 8. 8. Scholars, 33; Teachers, 8. 

Grace Church, Providence.—Baptisms, (Adults, 3 ; Infants, 5) 


8; Communicants, (10 added) 41; Marriages, 1; Burials, 5; 
S. 8. Scholars, 45; Teachers, 8. 
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St. Mark’s Church, Warren.—Baptisms, (Adults, 6 ; Infants, 


1,) 7; Communicants, (9 added,) 20; Marriages, 5; Burials, 
6; 8. 8S. Scholars, 80; Teachers, 9 §. 8. Library, 137. 
_ St. Paul’s Church, S. Kingston. — Communicants, 5; 8. 8. 
Scholars, 35 ; Teachers, 5. 

St, James’ Church, Smithtield.—Marriage, 1; 5. 8. Scholars, 
100; Teachers, 20. 

Trinity Church, Pawtuxet.—S. S. Scholars, 25 ; Teachers, 5. 

The Convention now resolved itself into the Mission- 
ary Society, agreeably to the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion ; and after a discussion of the general objects of the 


Society, adjourned to meet next morning at 8 o’clock. 


Wednesday Morning. 

According to adjournment, met at 8 o’clock. 

The Committee on the report of the Committee of the 
General Convention on the revision of the Canons, re- 
ported it to be inexpedient for this Convention to take 
any measures thereupon, which report was accepted. 

Resolved, That it be requested by this Convention that the re- 


ports of the several parishes be hereafter more full, and prepared 
with a view to publication. 


Resolved, That the Secretary prepare an abstract of the pro- 
ceedings and reports of this Convention for publication in the 
Kpiscopal Watchman and Episcopal Recorder. 


Resolved, That the next Convention be held at St. Paul’s Ch. 
North Kingston. 


Adjourned sine die. 


Geo. W. Haruaway, 


Sec’ry. 
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LIST OF THE 
JLERGY AND LAY DELEGATES, 


WHO COMPOSED 


THE CONVENTION. 


CLERGY. 


The Rev. John Bristed, Rector of St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol, Bristol County. 

The Rev. Joseph M. Brown, Rector of St. Jame’s 
_ Church, Smithfield, Providence County. 

The Rey. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. Paul’ acct 
North Kingstown, Washington County. 

The Rev. John A. Clark, Rector of Grace Church, 
Providence, Providence County; 

The Rev. Nathan Bourne Crocker, D. D. Rector 
of St. Johns Church, Providence, Providence County. 

The Rev. Erastus D’Wolf, Deacon Missionary at 
South Kingstown, Washington County. 

The Rey. George W. Hathaway, Rector of St. 
Mark’s Church, Warren, Bristol County. 

The Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
NorthProvidence, Providence County. 
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The Rey. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
_ Newport, Newport County. 
The Rev. John West, Missionary at Newport, New- 
port County.—10. 


LAY DELEGATES. 


Bristol County.—Byistol. St. Michael’s Churech— 

William Pearse, Lemuel C. Richmond, Nathaniel Bul- 

lock, George F. Usher.—Warren. St. Mark’s Church 
_—George Pierce. 

Newport Countyx—Newport. Trinity Chureh—Ste- 
phen T. Northam. Zion’s Church—Charles H. Mum- 
ford, Jacob Smith, William Walker. 

Providence County.—Providence. St. John’s Church 
—Alexander Jones, Austin Gurney. Grace Church— 
Resolved Waterman, William EK. Richmond, Caleb 

Drown, George S. Wardwell.—-North Providence. 
St. Paul’s Church-—William Field, Danforth L. Peck, 
George Mumford, George Arnold.—Smithfield. St. 
James’ Church—Daniel Wilkinson. 

Washington County.— North Kingstown. St. Paul’s 
Church—Beriah W. Reynolds, Euclid Chadsey, David 
Updike Hagan, Joshua B. Rathbone.—South Kings- 

town. St. Paul’s Church, John J. Watson, Benjamin 
Gardner, Samuel Brown. : 
_ The Rev. Sylvester Nash, of Vermont, not a mem- 
ber, attended the sitting. 


| Present—10 clerical members, and 27 lay members, 
wee 10 Parishes. 
| One clergyman, not a member, attended the sittings. 


| 
| 


| 


o 
Norrtu-Kinestown, Tuesday, June 11, 1833. 

This day being appointed by the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, in the State of Rhode- 
Island, for the meeting of the Annual Convention of the 
said Church, the clergy of the State, and several lay del- 
egatesattended in St. Paul’s Church, North-Kingstown, 
which had been previously appointed by the Standing 
' Committee as the place of meeting, at half past 10 
o’clock, P. M. 

Morning prayers were read by the Rev. John A. 
Clark, Rector of Grace Church, Providence, and Rey. 
John West, Missionary, Newport, and the Convention 
sermon was preached by the Rev. George W. Hatha- 
way, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Warren. The 
communion was then administered by the Rev. Dr. 
Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, Providence, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity 
Church, Newport. 

After divine service, agreeable to the canon, requir- 
ing the Rector of the parish, in whose church the Con- 
vention is held, to act as President of the Convention, 
the Rey. Lemuel Burge, took the chair; and the list o 
clergy entitled to seats, being called over, agreeable to 
the canons, the following answered totheir names, and 
took their seats :— 

The Rev. John Bristed, Rector of St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol, Bristol County; the Rev. Joseph M 
Brown, Rector of St. James’ Church, Smithfield, Proy- 
idence County; the Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, North Kingstown, Washington County ; 
the Rey. John A. Clark, Rector of Grace Church, 
Providence, Providence County; the Rev. Nathan 
Bourne Crocker, D. D., Rector of St. John’s Church, 
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Providence, Providence County; the Rey. Erastus 
D’ Wolf, Deacon, Missionary, at South Kingstown, 
Washington County; the Rev. George W. Hathaway, 
Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Warren, Bristol County; 
the Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North Providence, Providence County; the Rev. Sal- 
man Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, Newport, 
Newport County; the Rey. John West, Missionary, 
Newport, Newport County. 


The following Lay Delegates presented certificates ~ 


of their respective appdintments and took their seats: 

From St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, Bristol county, 
William Pearse, Lemuel C. Richmond, Nathaniel Bul- 
lock, George F. Usher; from St. Mark’s Church, War- 
ren, George Pierce; from Trinity Church, Newport, 
Newport County, Stephen T. Northam; from St. John’s 
Church, Providence, Providence county, Alexander 
Jones, Austin Gurney; from Grace Church, Provi- 
dence, Resolved Waterman, William E. Richmond, 
Caleb Drown, George S. Wardwell; from St. Paul’s 
Church, North Providence, William Field, Danforth 
LL. Peck, George Mumford, George Arnold; from St 
James’ Church, Smithfield, Daniel Wilkinson; from St. 
Paul’s Church, [North Kingstown, Beriah W. Rey- 
nolds, Kuclid Chadsey, David Updike Hagan, Joshua 
B. Rathbone; from St. Paul’s Church, South Kings- 
town, John J. Watson, Benjamin Gardner, Samuel 
Brown. 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway, was chosen Secre- 
tary. 

On motion, Resolved, that Clergymen of the Protes-~ 
tant Episcopal church, and candidates for orders in this 
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church, who may be in the town of North Kingstown dur- 
ing the meeting of this Convention, and are not mem- 
bers thereof, be admitted to its sittings. 

Agreeably to this Resolution, the Rev. Sylvester 
Nash of Vermont, attended. 

On motion, Resolved, that a committee be appointed, 
to whom shall be refered the certificate of such incor- 
porations of Churches as may be approved by this Con- 
vention, 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway and William E. Rich- 
mond Esq. were appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to revise the Constitution of this Convention, and draft 
rules of order and Canons. 

The Rey. Dr. Crocker and Rev. John West and Will- 
iam EK. Richmond Esq. were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to nominate members ofthe Standing Committee, and | 
Delegates to the General Convention. 

The Rev. Mr. Bristed, the Rev. Mr. Brown and 
George S. Wardwell Esq were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a committee be appointed 
to report on the subject of organizing a Society, for the 
benefit of Widows and Orphans, of deceased Clergymen. 

The Rev. Mr. Clark, the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, and 
Stephen T. Northam Esq. were accordmgly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to report on the subject of Sunday Schools. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, the Rev. Mr. Taft, and Ca- 
leb Drown Esq. were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that the proceedings of the 
last Convention be read immediately after the opening 
of the afternoon session. 
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The Convention adjourned, until 3 o’clock, in the af- 
ternoon. 

AFTERNOON, 3 o’clock. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The proceedings of the morning session, were then 
read and approved. 

The Committee of Nominations reported as follows— 

The Standing Committee.--The Rey. Nathan B. Crock- 
er, D. D. Rev. John A. Clark, and Rey. George Taft, 
of the Clergy—Robert H. Ives, Richmond Brownell, 
M. D. and George Mumford, of the Laity. 

The above report was accepted, and the persons nam- 
ed were appointed the Standing Committee. - 

Delegates to the General Convenition.—Rev. Nathan 
B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. George Taft, Rev. John West, 
and Rev. John A. Clark, of the Clergy.—Stephen T. 
Northam, Alexander Jones, George S. Wardwell, and 
Edward 8, Wilkinson, of the Laity. 

The above report was accepted, and the persons nam- 
ed, were appointed delegates to the General Convention. 

The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Sunday Schools, reported as follows— 

That they find Sunday Schools established in most of 


the Parishes in this State, auxiliary to the Protestant 
_ Episcopal Sunday School State Society, and that this 


Society, is auxiliary to the General Protestant Episco- 
pal Sunday School Union. And they recommend that 


_ameeting of said State Society, be held during the 
sitting of this Convention, as provided in the Constitu- 


| tion thereof. 


SALMON WHEATON Chairman. 


On motion, resolved, that the forgoing report be accep~ 


ted. 
Parocuriat Rerorts, WERE THEN READ. 


ST. MICHAELS CHURCH BRISTOL 


REV. JOHN BRISTED RECTOR, 


The undersigned reports, that during the first seven 
months of the last conventional year, the parish of St. 
Michael in the town of Bristol seemed to be setling it- 
self down into luke-warmness and worldliness; but dur- 
ing the last five months, through the blessing of God 
a better state of things has been exhibited. For several 
weeks meetings for religious worship were held every 
evening and well attended. At present the excitement 
is abated. But we hope the seriousness has not alto- 
gether subsided. The fruits of this partial and tempor- 
ary awakening have been about thirty hopeful converts. 
Of which twenty have become communicants. The ser- 
vices on the Sunday, are prayers and preaching twice, 
and conference in the evening. On Monday evening 
recent converts meet for prayer, and reading the scrip- 
tures; on Tuesday evening, female communicants meet 
‘for the same purpose; on Wednesday evening a female 
Missionary Society méets, to work in aid of the R. [. 
clerical convocation, and other religious and charitable 
purposes; on thursday evening a Bible class is held at 
which a chapter is explained and written communica- 
tions thereon received, read, and remarked on;on Fri- 
day evening the Sunday School teachers meet for mutu- 
al -discussion and instruction; on Saturday evening a 
general conference meeting prepares those who attend 
for the solemn services of the Sanctuary. On the 20th 
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of Aprillast, Bishop Griswold laid the corner stone ofa 
new church in Bristol, to be built on the site of the old 
edifice. For the state of the Sunday school, reference 
is made to the report ofits superintendent. Habitual 
parochial visitation from house to house, including every 
family in the parish binds together pastor, people, servi 
ces, and efforts. The statistics of the parish are, 

Baptisms—Infants 4 16 


3S 


Adults 12 
Marriages 8 
Burials 14 
Confirmed 


~Communicants added 20—removed 4 
Deceased 4—joined 12—whele No. 217. 
JOHN BRISTED, Rector of St. Michaels 
Parish. Bristol R. I. June 1ith 1833. 
Bristol convocation money from June 1832 to June 1833. 


For Greek Mission $43 ) ‘ ; 
. | of which $20 paid Rev. 
R, I. Convocation 80 | ar. ata alee 


$193 | now ready for Treasurer. 


REPORT OF BRISTOL EPISCOPAL SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
JUNE 5, 1833. 

There are belonging to the school 45 males, and 80 
female scholars. Total 125. 

There generally attends about 120 scholars, with 7 
male and 17 female teachers. 

Our studies are the American Sunday School Union 
Questions, portions of scripture and hymns committed to 
memory 

There ‘.as in the past year, 1 teacher and 8 scholars 
professed religion. 

BENJ. HALL, Superintendent. 
by GEO. B. MONRO, Assistant. 
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ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, WOONSOCKET FALLS. 


REV. JOSEPH BROWN, RECTOR. 


In February 1832, agreeably to the earnest request 
of several gentlemen of Woonsocket Falls, the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Convocation of Rhode-Island, determiued, 
That a minister should be sent to officiate in that place. 
1 immediately took up my residence among that people 
with a sincere desire to advance their best interests and 
to promote the glory of God. The set time to favor 
Zion had indeed come. The prosperity which has at- 
tended the undertaking and the happy results, far sur- 
passing the anticipations of those who commenced the 
work strengthens the belief, that our motives were good. 
{ found it had been the earnest prayer and anxious wish 
of many individuals that divine service might be regu- 
larly established. A room was fitted up to accommo- 
date the people who manifested their regard for the 
Sabbath and their desire to hear the words of eternal 
life by their regular attendance on public worship. 
The congregations were large and remarkably attentive. 
{n April a parish was organized and preparation made 
for the erection of a church. 

In May 1833, a neat and beautiful edifice was com- 
pleted. Onthe 16th of the same month it was consecra- 
ted by the Rt. Rev. A, V. Griswold. Its dimensions are 
Al feet by 61—containing 58 pews. These were im- 
mediately sold, and let, and many more are wanted. 

There are about 20 communicants. Thede have 
been 6 baptisms—4 confirmed—11 marriages—18 fun- 
erals. 

I would remark here, that our labors were soon sec- 
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onded by faithful men of the Methodist and Baptist de- 
nomination. The latter of whom have commenced 
building a meeting-house. The good effects of Tem- 
perance associations, Tract distribution, and Sunday 
schools are plainly seen in this vicinity. Under the 
blessing of God they have been the means of much 
good. | 

Thus far has the Lord been pleased to crown our ef- 
forts with success, to him we pray for a continuance 
of the prosperity, and ‘‘not unto us, not unto us, but fo 
him be all the glory.”’ 


JOSEPH M. BROWN, Rector of St. 


James’ Church, Woonsocket - 


Falls, June 11, 1833 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-KINGSTOWN. 


REV. LEMUEL BURGE, RECTOR. 


The Rector of this church reports, that since the last 
meeting of the convention, the services of {the church 
have been duly celebrated on the Lord’s day, and par- 
ticipated in by respectable and apparently devout con- 


gregations. Almost every Friday evening also, through- | 


out the past year, has been celebrated in a similar man- 
ner. And some we hope and trust are benefitted by 
our labors. One has been baptized—two have been 
confirmed—three added to the communion—four mar- 
riages have been solemnized and five funerals attended. 
The Sunday school, having been lessened by the es- 
tablishment of one in the Baptist Society, consists of 
twenty-six children; taught by two male and one fe- 
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male teachers. The Library of said school contains 
about fifty volumes of well selected books, from the 
Grand Union Depository. 

On the whole, the Rector takes pleasure’ in stating 
that the condition of this particular branch of our Zion, 
is at this time, more interesting than it has been at any 
former period within his knowledge. The word preach- 
ed, (although not as yet outwardly manifested altogeth- 
er in the way we desire,) has evidently had an effect 
inwardly. And an abundant harvest we trust is now 
ripening, which will be gathered in God’s own good 
time. LEMUEL BURGE, Rector. 


GRACE CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


REV. JOHN A. CLARK, RECTOR. 


In making my report to the Convention, it may not 
be improper for me to state, that it is only about seven 
- months since I first took charge of the Parish of Grace 
Church, Providence. The Church edifice at this time 
was not ready for occupancy. After its completion and 
consecration, the pews were sold so advantageously as 
to constitute a fund adequate to liquidate all debts in- 
curred from building the Church—the purchase of an 
elegant organ, and a commodious Rectory. The pews 
not sold were immediately rented: And what we have 
principally to regret now, is, that our borders are so 
straitened—the demand for seats being much greater 
than we can meet. 

Certainly the highest commendation is due to the few 
individuals who, with limited means, and amid every 
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discouragement embarked in the enterprize of building 
this Church, and raising up this parish. The Lord has 
seen fit to crown their labors with entire success. 

While we would cherish grateful emotions for the 
prosperity that has attended the temporal affairs of this 
Parish, we feel that we are still more deeply indebted 
to the great Head of the Church, for the multiplied to- 
kens of kindness that we have received, in the effusion 
of the blessed Spirit—in the erection of a Spiritual Ed- 
ifice among us, upon which is inscribed ‘‘ Holiness to the 
Lord.”’ 

There has been for many months a deep and increas- 
ing seriousness, which has resulted in a large accession 
to the body of our communicants. Though there has 
not been the slightest indication of a noisy or boisterous 
excitement, there has been going on in our midst a 
work, so distinctly marked by divine power, and charac- 
terized by the fruits of the Spirit, that all who have wit- 
nessed it, have been led to exclaim, Reis the Lord 1s 
in this place.”’ 

More than one hundred individuals have been added 
to the Redeemer’s fold since christmas, and I hope it 
will appear at the last, that their names are indeed writ- 
ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

Our Sunday School is at present in a flourishing con- 
dition. At our commencement in the néw Church there 
were not more than forty regular attendants, there are 
now rising of one hundred, and registered on the roll 
book, not less than one hundred and eighty. 

The present number of teachers are twenty seven: 
ten male and seventeen female teachers. Connected 
with the Sunday School are alibrary of about 180 vols. 
3 Bible Classes and 1 adult colored class. Thesystem of 
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instruction pursued in our S. School is very much the 
same as that recommended by the general episcopal S. S. 


Union. In addition tothe religious instruction deliver- 


ed to the Sunday school, I have a large Bible class 
consisting of nearly two hundred members, and Ihave 
recently established a separate Bible class for the in- 
struction of young ladies anda catechetical class designed 
particularly for the children of the parish. A missionary 
society has been organized, auxiliary to ‘The Dom. and 
For. Miss. Soc. of Prot. Eps. Ch. inthe U. S.’ and meas- 
ures are now in progress to raise funds to support one or 
two beneficiaries in the preparatory studies for the minis- 
try. The ladies of the parish are also making efforts by 
their united industry to raise the means to spread the gos- 
pel more fully thro’ the destitute parts of our own state, 
While we are thus able to give so favorable an account of 
the flourishing,state of our parish we are deeply impressed 
with the truth, that all this is of the Lord’s goodness'and 
that if he should withdraw from us the influences of his 
blessed spirit, we should speedily become like a barren 
and withered tree. Our prayer is ‘‘Behold, O God, 
our shield, and look upon the face of their anointed. 
Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion. Build thou 
the walls of Jerusalem.”’ 

The number of communicants when I took charge 
of Grace Church were 41. Since added 117—of these 
five have since deceased, and three removed, leaving as 
the present number 150. 


The adult Baptisms have been 55 og Total 84 
Infant do 

Marriages 3 

Funerals q 


J. A. CLARK, Rector of Grace Church, Prov. 
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


REV. N. B. CROCKER, D. D. RECTOR. 


Baptisms yokes & Total 22 
Admitted to communion 12 
Buried 20 
Married ce 


REV. E. D. WOLF, MISSIONARY, 


AT SOUTH KINGSTOWN, TOWER HILL. 


I have preached twice each Sabbath during the past 
summer, and once inthe winter. Our Church has been 
attended about aswell as mightibe expected under exist- 
ing circumstances. It will take some yearsto gather as 
large a congregation as the one that assembled from 
week to week immediately after the Church was conse- 
crated. ‘The causes of this indifference are too well 
known to this body to be repeated. But on the whole 


the cause of our adorable Savior is advancing in my 


congregation. ‘Fhe banner of the cross possesses a di- 


vine and heavenly charm. Souls we trust have been 


benefited here by messages of life and salvation. Al- 
though presented in weakness, they have been raised 
up in power. I will mention one instance. A man 
greatly advanced in age, was hopefully brought to see 


his lost and wretched condition by nature, and that his ~ 
only refuge was in the lamb of God. He has been bap-- 
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tised and confirmed. There are others that we hope 
will soon come to the holy ordinance of baptism. Our 
only hope is in the divine blessing, the power of the 
Holy Ghost to give success and efficacy to the myste- 
ries of redemption. Our Sabbath School has commenc- 
ed but is small. It will in all probability be considera- 
bly larger this year than last. 

Baptisms 2—1 adult, 1 infant; marriages 2; deaths 
7; funeral sermons 6. 

Female Benevolent Society of St. Paul’s, South- 
Kingstown, works once in two weeks. 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


‘GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, RECTOR. 


Reports there have been during the past year 4 bap- 
tisms—1 adult and3 infants; 15 marriages and 12 bur- 
ials; 2 have been added to the communion, making the 
present number of communicants 22, besides 8 who were 
formerly of other denominations, but who now regular- 
ly worship and commune with us, making the whole 
number of communicants, confirmed and not confirmed 
30. Although so little spiritual effect has apparently 
attended the ministry of the past year there has been 
very good attention on the part of the people, and a 
constant but gradual increase of the congregation, the 
number of families having during the three years of my 
ministry among them increased from forty to eighty- 
five. 

The congregation has, within the past year, erected 
a beautiful enclosure around the church, and beautified 

Qe 


1s 


it with embankments and ornamental trees, making one 
of the most neat and beautiful church-yards in the coun- 
try. The Ladies’ Sewing Society have lately purchas- 
ed a pair of elegant chairs and a neat marble font for 
the chancel, and have now in view to purchase a set of 
communion plate; after which they propose to devote 
the proceeds of their industry to missionary purposes. 

Our Missionary Society have appropriated $32 to 
the Convocation the present year, and will probably b be 
able to do much more another year. 

Our Sunday school consists of about 100 scholars, 
instructed by 4 male and 7 female teachers, and is in a 
flourishing state. The library contains 155 volumes of 
well selected books. Our schools ought to be much 
larger, and we trust will, when, with the divine bles- 
sing, we can impress the minds of parents with a true 
feeling of the vast importance to children of religious 
instruction, and also their awful responsibility in this 
respect, especially, when living as they do, where 
Sunday school instruction is so freely provided. 


GEORGE W HATHAWAY, Rector. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-PROVIDENCE 


REV. GEORGE TAFT, RECTOR. 


The Rector reports to the convention, communicants 
115; baptisms 10; marriages 15; deaths 13; Sunday 
school scholars 100, 

I report a smaller number of communicants this year 
than for two or three years past. During the last year 
three communicants have deceased. And in conse- 
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quence oftemporal losses and reverses, a large number’ 
have been obliged to remove from this village. I am 
happy, however, to have it in my power to state, that 
they have been instrumental in establishing three new 
churches, the last year, in new and destitute places. 
These facts will account for the diminution of the com- 
municants of my church. There is now apleasing pros- 
pect in my parish of numbers being added tothe commun- 
ion of suchas shall be saved. There is an increasing se- 
riousness and attention to the subject of religion among: 
the people. There have been some hopeful cases of 
conversion. And there are, at this time, candidates: 
for admission to the communion, who, in the judgment 
ef charity, have found their Savior precious to their 
souls. 

The female members of my church have a weekly’ 
meeting for prayer that God would revive pure and un- 
defiled religion in their hearts, and pour out his Holy 
Spirit up on the church and congregation—upon the vil- 
lage—upon the state—upon the whole earth. And they 
have found it good, for the space of four years, not to: 
forsake the assembling of themselves together. 

The female missionary society is actively engaged, 
laboring to procure funds for the convocation. 

The Sunday school is well attended. And is super- 
intended and instructed by those who. are desirours of 
the temporal, spiritual and eternal welfare of the chil- 
dren committed to their charge. 

GEORGE TAFT. 
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TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


REV. S. WHEATON, RECTOR. 


Baptisms—adults 10; children 5; total 15; marriages 


2; funerals 23; added to the communion 16; present - 


_ number of communicants 145; persons confirmed 15. 

| The Sunday school consists of 2 superintendents, 19 
teachers, and 160 scholars. It has a library of 510 
volumes. 


ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


JOHN WEST, MINISTER. 


Baptisms—adult 1; infant 3; total4; communicants 
18; confirmations 4. Easter colleetion $7,62. | 

About the first of March last the minister of this new 
parish accepted the invitation of the Convocation of 
Rhode-Island to become their missionary for one year. 
At the request of the members of this parish and under 
the direction of the Convocation, I commenced my la- 
_ borsin this place. The parish was organized previous- 
ly as is detailed in the documents accompanying their 
application to.the convention to be received as a mem- 
ber of that body. 

Public services on Sunday were commenced in the 
Court room of the State House on the 17th of March 
in which place they have been continued with some in- 
terruptions, and where it is proposed to continue them 
during the present season. A more private meeting is 
also holden one evening in the week for social confer- 
ence and prayer in a lecture room. One afternoon in 
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the week is also devoted by the ladies Convocation So- 
ciety to needle and fancy work for the benefit of the 
missionary cause, during which 1 pass an hour with 
them in reading and conversation and prayer. Prep- 
arations are in progress for establishing a Bible class 
and Sunday school. Ihave administered the commun- 
ion once, and enrolled 18 communicants, 4 of whom are 
new members. 

These several meetings are marked with a numer- 
ous and increasing attendance, and also, as far as I 
ean learn, with a practical religious influence, that 
strongly confirms the propriety and utility of this new 
missionary enterprize. This confidence is increased by 
the generous approbation awarded by public sentiment, 
and, with two exceptions, by christians of every name, 
toward the establishment of a new Episcopal Church in 
Newport. By the more judicious and philanthropic 
members of society it is hailed as a valuable accession 
to the cause of religion in the happy influence it is cal- 
culated to exert not only in reference to the public, and 
the large body of existing strangers, but to the existing 
societies of christians. 

Measures are in progress ‘for erecting a church in a 
central situation. ‘The subscription for this object has 
reached a sum which is deemed sufficient to justify the 
undertaking. The unavoidable expense of a building 
suitable for the place and prospects, and a site cen- 
trally located, will be considerable. But itis confidently 
believed that friends, both at home and abroad, will yet 
be raised upto carry to its prosperous completion a 
work which has been begun and thus far continued un- 


der the smiles of Providence, and the hearty aid and 
approbation of the friends of Zion. ; 7 
JOHN WEST, Missionary. 
Newport, June 10th, 1833. 


_ On motion, resolyed, that a Committee of publica- 
tion be appointed. 

_ The Rey. John A. Clark, Rev. George W. Hatha- 

way, and George S. Wardwell, Esq. were appointed. 

On motion, resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to devise ways and means, for defraying the expenses 
of the publishing Committee. | 

Rev. John Bristed and Stephen T. Northam Esq. 
‘were appointed. 

The Committee appointed on admission of Parishes 
&c. reported that they had examined the testimonials 
presented by Zions Church, Newport, and find them to 
be correct. 

On motion; resolved, that Zions Church, Newport, 
Newport County, be admitted to the Convention. 

The following persons presented their credentials, 
and were admitted as lay delegates from Zions Church, 
to this Convention—Charles H. Mumford, Jacob Smith 
and William Walker. 

The committe appointed to draft rules of order, and 
canons, and revise the Constitution, submitted the fol- 
lowing Rules of order, for the Convention. 

"(See Rules of order,) Appendix. 

The same committee submitted the following canons 
for the use of this Convention. 

(See Canons,) Appendiz. . 

On motion, resolved, that the above report of canons 
be accepted and adopted by this Convention. 

The same committee submitted the following amend- 
ed Constitution. 

(See Constitution,) Appendix. , 

The above Constitution was accepted and approved, 
and ordered to lay over till next Convention. 


On motion, resolved, that the committee of publica 
tion publish in connection with the Journals of this Con- 
vention, the Rules of order and canons, now adopted, 
and the proposed Constitution, now approved. 

On motion, resolved, that the committee be allowed 
to publish any number of the above, they may deem ex- 
pedient. 

The Convention now. resolved itself into the Rhode- 
Island Missionary Society. 

The Treasurer of the Society made a verbal Report, 
that the available amount of funds in his hands were 
$27 ,63. 

On motion, resolved, that a committee be appointed 
to call on the original donors, of the funds of the Mis- 
sionary Society, and ascertain whether they are willing 
to give such funds for the use of the Convocation. 

The Rey. N. B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. J. Bristed, 
Rey. J. A Clark and George S. Wardwell, Esq. were 
appointed. 

On motion, resolved, that the foregoing committee, 
examine the Constitution of the Missionary Society, 
and see what amendments (if any) are needed. 

Alexander Jones Esq. was elected Treasurer for the 
ensuing year, 

THe Missionary SocreTy, THEN RESOLVED ITSELF INTO 
CoNvVENTION. 


Leave of absence was granted to William Pearse, 
Lemuel C, Richmond, Nathaniel Bullock and George 
F. Usher, of Bristol—Mr. Watson and Mr. Gardner of 
South Kingstown—George Mumford and George Ar- 
nold, of North Providence, and Charles Mumford of 
Newport. 

The Convention then adjourned until 8 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning. 

Wepnespay Morninea June, 12. 

The Convention met agreeable to adjournment. 

Morning Prayer was read by Rev. Dr. Crocker, 
Rector of St. John’s Church, Providence. 

The Secretary being absent, the Rev. John West was 
chosen Secretary pro. tem. 
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The list of members was then called, and the proceed- 
ings of yesterday read, and approved. 
The Committee appointed for devising means for the 
relief of widows and orphans of deceased clergymen, © 
then made their report. 


(See Appendiz :) 


On motion, resolved, that the report be accepted. 
On motion, resolved, that a committee be appointed 
| to carry into effect the plan of the Report, and procure 
an act of incorporation. 
The Rev. John A. Clark, Rev. George Taft, Rev. 
George W. Hathaway, William E. Richmond, Stephen 
T. Northam and Resolved Waterman, were appointed 
The committee appointed to devise ways and means 
| for defraying the expenses of publication, made the fol- 
| lowing Report. 
| The committee appointed to assess on the different 
| Episcopal parishes an amount to defray the probable 
| expences of printing &c. of this State convention, agree- 
bly to the 8th canon as reported to this convention, have 
performed that duty, and do report the following sums. 


Trinity Church, Newport — - - $10,00 
Zion’s do do - - - 6,25 
St. Michael’s do Bristol - - 7,50 
St. Mark’s do Warren - - 5,00 
St. John’s do Providence - 15,00 
Grace do do - - 15,00 
St. Paul’s © do North Providence - 6,25 
St. James’ do Smithfield - - 5,00 


St. Panl’s Church, North Kingstown - 2,50 
St. Paul’s do South Kingstown - 1,25 


ae 873,75 
' ALL OF WHICH IS SUBMITTED BY 
JOHN BRISTED, cect 
STEPHEN T. NORTHAM, ¢ meet 


On motion, resolved, that the above report be accept- 
ed. ; 
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The convention resolved itself in the Missionary So- 
tiety. Ris 6 ile Acne i$ 
The committee appointed to examine the constitution . 
etthe Missionary socicty, submitted the following report: 
“The committee to whom was referred the constitution 
of the Missionary Society, beg leave to report, that 
they have examined the same, and find in it one article 
which constitutes the standing committee of ‘the state, 
a board of Managers, in whom is vested, the disposit- 
ion of its*annual incoifie. In reference to this article,« 
_ your committee would respectfully recomend the folow- 
“ing resolution as a substitute, oS. 
-“*Resolved—That the fifth article of the constitution of A | 
the Rhode Isiand Missionary Society be changed, and 
that in lieu of the standing committee, the clerical cbn-  * 
vocation of this state be the board of Managers, and . 
have the disposition of the funds of said Society., 
wi NATHAN B. CROCKER, Chairman.” 
On motion, resolved, that the report of the committee 
be accepted, and the proposed amendment adopted. . 
The Missionary Society, resolved itself into the con- 
vention, * 
- On motion, resolved, that the standing committee be 
requested to appoint the next meeting of the convention 
in Grace Church, Providence. ' 
On motion, resolved, that the Missionary and Sunday 
School sermons be preached, on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day evenings, during the sittipg of the convention, and 
that the convention continue its session until Wednes- 
day evening. — 3 ‘ 
- The Rev. John West, and Rev. John Bristed his sub- 
stitute, were, appointed to preach the next convention 
sérmon. ¢ ® : . 
The Rev. George Taft, and Rev. Dr. Crocker his 
substitute, to preach the Missionary Sermon, . 
The Rev. George W. Hathaway, and Rev. Joseph 
M. Brown his substitute, to preach the Sunday School 
sermon. | 
_ On motion, Resolved, that a vote of thanks be tender- 
ed to the inhabitants of North Kingston for their kind- 
ness and hospitality during the sitting of the convention, 
Attest: GEO. W. HATHAWAY, Sec’y. 
3 * 


- APPENDIX. 


‘ 


RULES OF ORDER, CANONS AND 


AMENDED CONSTITUTION. 


‘ * 2." 
OF THE. 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
| IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 


‘REPORTED BY COMMITTEE. 


| . RULES OF ORDER. 


1, Every stated Convention shall be opened with pray- 


| ér, the communion anda sermon; the preacher having 


been previously appointed by the Convention. 


*. 


| 2, The morning service of the Churéh, or a special 


service appointed by the Bishop, shall be performed 
ooh day during the session of the Convention. , , 
When the President takes the chair no member 
shall continue standing, or shall afterward stand up ex- 
i grit to address the chair, 
Nownember shail absent himself from the house 
Boat he have leave or be unable to attend. . 
*5. When any memberds about to speak, or delive 
: any matter to the house, he shall. ris@ and with due ri 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| spect address himself to ‘the president, and confine him- 


self strictly to the point in debate. 

6. When two members chance to rise at the same 
time, the president shall determine to whom the prefer- 
ence shall be given; and on all questions of order the 
president shall decide—subject to an appeal to the 
| house, , 


7%. No member shall speak more than twice on the 
same question without leave. 
8. No motion shall be acted @ipon until seconded 
ite and, when required, reduced to writing, 

9. While the president is putting ‘any question, the 

} members shall continue in their seats, and shall not hold 

ae any private discourse to the" interruption of the house. © 

| 10. Every member who is in,the house, when any 

questign is put, shall on a division be counted, unless, 
he be personally interested in the question, ‘or excused 
by the president. No member personally interested 

im any question, shall without permission, 7 in any 

7 capacity while it is under deliberation. 

Dey 11. When a motion is under cgnsideration no other 
| ‘motion shali be made, except to pearane, to amend, 
' to divide, or to commit. ; 

___- 12, A motion for amendment or postponement shali 
. “be considered as the previous question, and be decided 
, before the original motion. 

13. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and 

eae be decided without debate. 

: is he yeas and nays shall be, called and entered 
OS ay ‘the minutes when require by one fifth of the mem- 

-bers present. 

’ 15. At the requgst of the president, or on motion, 
the Cofivention may resolve itself into a committee'of 
iq the whole. - 

. 16. All elections when required by two members 

“shall be by ballot. 
17. When the lay members vote by congregation it 
shall also be by ballot. 

{ 18. All other questions shall be decided viva voce, 
! or by hand vote, unless a ballot be called for by two 
members. 

_ 19. The sittings of the convention shall be open to all 
persons who choose to attend, i otherwise ordered 

: by the house. 


=. 


} 20, After the first day the RR of the preceding 

| day shall be read each morning at the opening of the if 
convention, and, if necessary, corrected; and before a 
a a ‘ . . | 
ik 


*. 
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the rising of the convention the whole proceedings ofthe 

session shall be read ff * 
21, When the hoilie is about to rise every member 

shall keep his seat until the president leaves his chair. 


CANONS. 


” ‘ ‘ 7 


° eCANON 1. 


STANDING COMMITTEE, 


| ...se, shall be a Standing Committee consisting of 

three clergymen and three laymen, to be elected at 
_ each stated meeting of the Convéntion, who shall keep 
regular minutes of their proceedings subject to the in- 
spection of the convention, and shall continue in office 


until the election of a new committee. A paenty 
shall be a quorum. * ® R: 


CANON 2. _ | \ 


‘ ®.'». 
ie TESTIMONIAL OF DELEGATES. 


_ Lay delegates to the convention shall preset testi- 
monials of their election which shall be in confofmity 
with the mode prescribed by the parish they represent, — 
and signed by the parish clerk, or secretary of the ves- 
Cry, . = 
" CANON 3. Pipes) 


TESTIMONIAL OF NEW PARISHES. 


Delegates from new parishes applying for admission 
into the convention shall present a certificate signed by 
the parish clerk, or the secretary of the vestry ,declar- 
ing that certain individuals have united in the formar 
tion of a parish, elected wardens and vestrymen,and, 
other necessary officers, and adopted and taken meas- 
ures to become incorporated under a charter formed in 


‘ 


accordance with the principles and usages of the Prot- 


estant Episcopal church in the United States and that” 


they accede to the General and State Constitution and 
Canons. . 
CANON 4. ' 
PROVISION FOR PRINTING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


The committee of the convention shall when direct- 
ed cause to be published, from the funds of thé conven- 
tion, the proceedings of the stated meetings of this’ body 
together with a list of the ministers of the chureh resid- 
ing within the State, annexing the,names of their se- 
spective cures, or stations, or if those who have no 
stated cure, or station, the place of residence; and also 
the constitution, canons and rules of order. 


CANON 5., 
NEGLECT OF PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


an order to secure aefull and accurate view of the 
state of the chureh, in case the requisitions of the 
51st general canon on this subject are not complied with 
by the minister or oth@r proper authority of any parish, 
it shall be the duty of the convention to cause inquiry 
to be made into its condition. 


CANON 6. 
: ° : . 
OFFENCES FOR WHICH MINISTERS, SHALE BE TRIED 
° AND PUNISHED. 


Disorderly, scandalous and immoral conduct, neglect 
of duty, engaging in any worldly avocations, palpably, 
incompatible with the clerical office, and the due dis- 
charge of pastoral duty, disregard of the constitution 
and canons of the general and state convention, a eon- 
tinued non-attendance at the annual convention of the 
church in this State, disseminating or countenancing 
opinions contrary to the doctrines of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, are’ offences for 
which a clergyman ought to be censured and for which 
When accused, he ought to be brought to trial. 


CANON 7. * 


Ifany clergyman of this church offend in any one or more 
Qn . 


my * 


. 
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of the instances enumerated in the foregoing canon, vom- 
plaint may be made thereof by any presbyter to the annual 
convention: andif, in the opinion of a majority of the 
presbyters present there shall be sufficient cause for 
said complaint, it shall be their duty to furnish the ac- 
cused with a copy of the charge or charges, specifying 
atime, not short of thirty days, when, and place where 
» he shall appear to answer to the same. Nolayman, how- ~ 
ever,’shall act as advocate for either party on the trials 
and if the major part of the presbyters present at the 
trial, after hearing the evidence, shall judge the accus- 
ed person guilty of said charge 6r charges, their decis- 
ion shall be made known to the Bishop, and he shall 
pronounce judgment accordingly. 


CANON 8. 


To defray the contingent expenses of the convention, 
a sum sufficient for this purpose shal be assessed up@n 
the several parishes in proportion to the salaries of the 
respective ministers; for the paymefit of which several 
sums, each minister shall be madg responsible. 


’ 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTION 
rae ON 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 


IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 


This church as a constituent part of the Protestant 
Episcopal Chureh in the United States of America, and 
also by conventional agreement of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the Eastern Diocese, accedes to the 
general constitution of this church, and to the particu- 


a 


ual 


, aan : ad 
lar constitution of this Diocese and acknowledges their 
authority. SRP Ar AS 

Vig ARTICLE 1. “ 

There shall be a stated Convention of,the Protestant 
Episcopal church in this State on the second Tuesday in 
June, in each year, alternately in Providence and New- 
port, in sueh parish as shall be determined by the Con- 
vention. ’ f Goal 

bese Br ve ; ARTICLE 2. , 

After divine service, the President and Secretary of 
the preceding convention shall take theiryplaces, when 
it shall be the duty of the Secretary to call the names of 
th@ clergy, on the catalogue, and to receive and read the 
certificates of the lay delegates. ‘The President and 
Secretary for the ensuing year shall then be chosen, and 
the minutes of the preceding convention shall be read, 


‘and the necessary committees appointed. 


ARTICLE 3.4 

The convention shall‘be composed of the officiating 
minisiters settled in the parishes in this State, and also 
of such ministers as are employed as instructors in any. 
incorporated seminary of learning in this State, and of 
missionaries officiating within this State under the di- 


rection of the ecclesiastical authority of the State; and 


of lay members, consisting of one or more delegates not 
exceeding four from each parish, which shall have been 
recognized by the convention, duly chosen by the vés- 
try or congregation. 

pote . ARTICLE 4. . | 

New parishes shall be admitted into union with this 
convention, on presenting to the convention written ev- 
idence, under the authority of the wardens and vestry, 
that they are duly organized, and accede to the consti- 
tution and canons of the general convention and also of 
the convention ofthis State. 

ARTICLE 5. 

The Bishop shall preside in the convention; but when 
absent the president shall be chosen by the convention. 
ARTICLE 6. 

A secretary shall be chosen upon the assembling of 
the State Convention from among the members thereof 
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who shall remain in office until the meeting of the next 
convention, and until the appointment of a successor. 
His duty shall be to take minutes of their proceedings, 
to preserve their journals and records; to attest the 
public acts of the body, and faithfully to deliver into the 
hands of his suecessor all books and papers relative to 
the concerns ofthe convention which may have been put 
into his possession. ' It'shall also be his diity to give 


notice to each minister of the time and place appointed 


for the meeting of the succeeding convention. 
y ARTICLE 7. 


The members of the Convention present on due noti- 
fication, and bemg duly organized shall constituf@ a 
quorum for’ the transaction of business. And in all 
matters which shall come before the cenvention the mem- 
bers shall deliberate in one body; and, in voting, shall 
vote by individuals. Butif invany case it be required 
by any member, the two orders shall vote separately, 
and in such case the laity shall vote by congregations 
andthe concurrance of a majority of each order shall be 
necessary to constitute a decision. 

ARTICLE 8. 

Canons for the government ofthe church, and rules 
of order for the conducting of business may be adopted 
from time to time by the convention. . 

ARTICLE 9. 

The mode of altering this constitution shall be as fol- 
lows: A proposition of amendment shall be introduced 
in writing and considered in the convention, and if ap- 
proved of, shall lie over to the next convention, and if 
again approved of in that convention by a majority of 
the two orders voting thereon separately, the change 
shall take place, and the constitution so altered shall be 


valid and obligatory. 


‘ 


Report of the Committee for devising means for the relief of 
+ Widows Sc. of deceased Clergymen. 
2 YOUR COMMITTEE BEG LEAVE TO REPORT; 


That, as ministers of the Gospel from the very duties to which they 
devote themselves, are necessarily cut off from those secular pursuits by 
which'they might accumulate property, and makelprovision for the future 
subsistance of their families, and their salaries frequently being scarce- 

y adequate to meet their current expenses, they thus atthe close of a 
eR long and useful life often find themselves in destitute circumstances, 
a and are obliged to leave their families totally unprovided for, it is deem- 
» ___ ed expedient to organize a Society, and, as soon as may be, obtain 

i for it an act of incorporation, entitled ‘“The Corporation for the relief 
of widows,,and children of Clergymen ofthe Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the State of Rhode Island.’° 


GONSTITUTION. 


_. Articue 1. There shall be a yearly meeting of the Society, for 
the,choice of its officers, to hear the annyal report 6fthe Board of Mana- 
gers, dnd transact other business, to be holden at the place of, and on 
the Wednesday next after, the annual meeting of the*Convention of the 
Protéstant Episcopal Church in this State. Special meetings may be 
called by the*Board of Managers, and shall be called on the written 
request of five members, made to the Secretary, who shall give at 
least ten days notice of the time and place of meeting in a public news- 

ry paper, or written personal notice to each member by mail. 
ArTicue 2. At the annual meeting, or if not then chosen, at some 
special meeting, there shall be chosen a President, a Vice President, a 
. Secretary, a"Treasurer and three Directors, who shall constitute a 
x Board of Managers and hold their offices until others shall have been 
ay" chosen in their places. . 

ArticuEe 3. The Board of Managers shall have power to fill all 
vacancies in the offices aforesaid until the next meeting of the Sotiety, 
and the custody, coutrol, management and disposal of all the society’s 
property. It shall be their duty to invest the funds in loans at interest, 

| secured by mortgage on real property of unquestionable title, the value 
of which shall be double the amount loaned; and from time to time to » 

reinvest such portions of the interest as shall be added to the funds in like 

manner. An entire statement of the accounts, funds securities and pro- 


ne perty shall be made in writing at every annual'meeting, and alsoat any 
_* special meeting, When required by a majority of the members present. 
ie) The Board shall require sufficient bond and surety from the 'Treasu- 
"rer for the faithful discharge of the trust reposed in him; at least once 
ae in every gear, and as much oftener as they may think expedient, shal! 


audit and settle accounts and shall have the general superintendance o 
the Society’s concerns; but shall do nothing repugnant to its votes er 
Bye-Laws. A majority of said Board shall be a quorum for business. 

ARTICLE 4. Contributors to the funds of the Society may become. 
members thereof, .on being admitted thereto by a majority of the mem~ 
bers present at any meeting. 


* 


Articie 5. Theannual contribution of a clergyman shall not be 
less than eight dollars, nor that of a layman less than three. But any 
lay contributor, elected a member, shall become a life Hottber on the 
payment of twenty five dollars, once for all. ‘The yearly contributions 
© the Clergy shall be eight, sixteen or twenty four dollars. 

ARTICLE 6. Annuities shall be paid to the widows and children 
of clerical contributors, only; and shall be five times the annual contri- 
butions of such contributors respectively, subject, however to the con- 
ditions and restrictions hereinafter contained. » 

Artiéie 7. Each contributor shall abide by the rate or class of 
contribution which he shall have first chosen, unless he shall change 
into another class on such terms as shall be prescribed by the Board of 
Managers or the bye-laws of the Society; and each shail pay his an- 
nual contribution to ChAT reasurer on or before the Wednesday nex- 
following the second Tuesday in June, in each year, under the penal-t 
ty of fifty per centum on the amount of such gontribution. If any 
contributor shall neglect to pay his contribution for three successive 
years, all his previous contributions shall be forfeited to the funds of the 
Society. . “aan fe, 

ArvTicue 8. ,Every yearly contributor, being a Clergyman, whé 
shall marry more than once, shall pay one years contribution extraor- 
dinary on every such marriage. . 

ArTicLE 9. If the hnsband er father of any person or persons 
entitled to an annnity on this plan shall not have paid five annual con- 
tributions, then such person or persons shall receive only ten per cen- 
tum per annum for thirteen years on the whole amount paid. 

ARTI¢LE 10. If any contributor shall have paid for five years or 
any number of years exceeding five and less than fifteen, the annui- 
tants shall receive only half the annuity of the rate or class subscribed to 
by the deceased, until such time as the yearly deduction of half the an- 
nuity, added to the payment? made by the deceased, shall (exclusive of 
interest) make,a sum in the fund equal to the sum of fifteen annual 
payments in the class to which the deceased belonged; which partial 
annuities, payable agreably to this article, shail be proportioned be- 
tween the widow and children as hereafter fixed in respect to full annu- 
ities; to wit: 

ArvicLe 11. If there be no children, the widow of every contri- 
buter, if less than fifteen payments shall have been made by the de- 
ceased, shall receive the whole annual sum due by the last preceding 
article: and if fifteen such payments shall have beengmade complete by 
the deceased, and he have continued the payment of contributions dur- 
ing his life, the widow shall receive the whole annuity on the husband’s 
contributions during her widowhood, and if she marry again, she shall 
from the time of such marriage, receive only half such annuity during 
her natural life. 

ArtiIcLE 12. If there be a child and no widow, such child shall be 
entitled to the whole or partial annuity for thirteen years, agreably to 


the foregoing articles; but if there be more than one child and no wid- 


‘ 
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ow, the annuity, whether whole or partial, shall be equally divided a 
a ; ‘mong them, to be laid out, if they are minors, in their education or ap- 
7 _ prenticeship, with the advice and approbation of such executors or guar- 
_ dians as the father shall have nominated; but if none shall have been 
vis - nominated, then in such manner, for the benefit of the child or children 

- as the Board of Managers shall direct. 

Arricuie 13. If there be a widow and one child, the annuity, 

_ whether whole or partial, shall be equally divided between them, un- 

der the limitations aforesaid; and if there be a widow and two or more 
- children, she shall have one third during her widowhood, or one sixth 
"during her natural life if she should marry a second time; and the re- 
-tnainder for thirteen years, shall be laid out for the use of the children, 

as aforesaid. . 

Arricxie 14, After the annuities chargeable on the funds shall 
have been paid, one half of the surplus product of the fund shall be di- 
_ vided among all the widows and children of contributors, for the term 
_ that their respective annuities shall continue payable, in proportion to 
_ their respective annuities, according te the foregoing articles; and the 
~ remainder of such surplus shall be added to the funds and invested. 
*Articie.J5. No Clergyman, not a resident of this State, shall 

be admitted to the Society. If any Clergyman, a member thereof, 
shall remove from the State before he shall have paid five annual con- 
tributions, the sam by him already paid may be withdrawn if he de- 
sires to. withdraw it. In such case his membership shall cease, and 
_ his family shall derive no benefit fiom the funds. If any Clergyman, 
» having made five or moré annual contributions, shall leave the State, 
he may continue his connection with the Society, and entitle his family 
to the benefit of its funds by continuing his annual contributions. . 
Articue 16. The Society may provide by its bye-laws for the 
_ receipt of a sum in gross, in lieu of all annual contributions by Clergy- 
' .men, on such terms, conditions and restrictions as shall seem proper 
and reasonable. It may, also, by the votes of a majority of all its 
clerical members, alter any of the preceding articles of this Constitu- 
tion; but no alteration so mdde shall diminish the right of any Clergy- 
man, widow or child, existing at the time thereof, without his or her 
consent, legally given therefor. ! 
JOHN A. CLARK, Chairman of the Committee. 
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wa . NOTICE. 


: | The next Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
_ * this State, will méet on the second ‘Tuesday in June, 1834, m Grace 
Church, Providence. 
' By order of the Standing Committee, 
J. A. CLARK, See’ry pro tem. 
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IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND, 
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LIST OF THE 
- CLERGY AND LAY DELEGATES, 


WHO COMPOSED 


THE CONVENTION. 


CLERGY. 


The Rev. John Bristed, Rector of St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol, Bristol County. 

The Rev. Joseph M. Brown, Rector of St. James’ 
Church, Smithfield, Providence County. 

The Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of,,St. Paul’s Church, 
North Kingstown, Washington County. 

The Rev. John A. Clark, Rector of Grace Church, 
Providence, Providence County. 

The Rev. Nathan Bourne Crocker, D. D., Rector 
of St. John’s Church, Providence, Providence County. 

The Rev. Erastus D’Wolf, Deacon, Missionary at 
South Kingstown, Washington County. 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway, Rector of St. 
Mark’s Church, Warren, Bristol County. 

The Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North Providence, Providence County. 
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The Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport, Newport County. . 

The Rev. John West, Missionary at Newport, New- 
port County.—10. 


LAY DELEGATES. 


Bristol County —Bristol. St. Michael’s Church— 
William Pearse, Lemuel C. Richmond, Nathaniel Bul- 
lock, George F. Usher.—Warren. St. Mark’s Church 
—George Pierce. 

Newport County.—Newport. Trinity Church—Ste- 
phen T. Northam. Zion’s Church—Charles H. Mum- 
ford, Jacob Smith, William Walker. 

Providence County.—Providence. St. John’s Church 
—Alexander Jones, Austin Gurney. Grace Church— 
Resolved Waterman, William E. Richmond, Caleb 
Drown, George 8S. Wardwell.—North Providence. 
St. Paul’s Church—William Field, Danforth L. Peck, 
George Mumford, George Arnold.—Smithfield. St. 
James’ Church—Daniel Wilkinson. 

Washington County.—North Kingstown. St. Paul’s 
Church—Beriah W. Reynolds, Euclid Chadsey, David 
Updike Hagan, Joshua B. Rathbone.—South Kings- 
town. St. Paul’s Church, John J. Watson, Benjamin 
Gardner, Samuel Brown. 

The Rev. Sylvester Nash, of Vermont, not a mem- 
ber, attended the sitting. 


Present—10 clerical members, and 27 lay members, 
representing 10 Parishes. 
One clergyman, not a member, attended the sittings. 
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Nortu-Kinestown, Tuesday, June 11, 1833. 


This day being appointed by the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, in the State of Rhode- 
Island, for the meeting of the Annual Convention of the 
said Church, the clergy of the State, and several lay del- 
egates attended in St. Paul’s Church, North-Kingstown, 
which had been previously appointed by the Standing 
Committee as the place of meeting, at half past 10 
o’clock, A. M. 

Morning prayers were read by the Rev. John A. 
Clark, Rector of Grace Church, Providence, and Rev. 
John West, Missionary, Newport, and the Convention 
sermon was preached by the Rev. George W. Hatha- 
way, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Warren. The 
communion was then administered by the Rev. Dr. 
Crocker, Rector of St. John’s Church, Providence, as- 
sisted by the Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity 

Church, Newport. 
| After divine service, agreeable to the canon, requir- 
ing the Rector of the parish, in whose church the Con- 
vention is held, to act as President of the Convention, 
the Rev. Lemuel Burge, took the chair; and the list of 
clergy entitled to seats, being called over, agreeable to 
the canons, the following answered to their names, and 
took their seats :— 

The Rev. Jobn Bristed, Rector of St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol, Bristol County; the Rev. Joseph M. 
Brown, Rector of St. James’ Church, Smithfield, Prov- 
‘idence County; the Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, North Kingstown, Washington County ; 
the Rev. John A. Clark, Rector of Grace Church, 
Providence, Providence County; the Rev. Nathan 
Bourne Crocker, D. D., Rector of St. John’s Church, 
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Providence, Providence County; the Rev. Erastus 
D’Wolf, Deacon, Missionary, at South Kingstown, 
Washington County; the Rev. George W. Hathaway, 
Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Warren, Bristol County ; 
the Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North. Providence, Providence County; the Rev. Sal-_ 
mon Wheaton, Rector of Trinity Church, Newport, 
Newport County; the Rev. John West, Missionary, 
Newport, Newport County. | 


The following Lay Delegates presented certificates 
of their respective appointments and took their seats: 


From St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, Bristol county, 
William Pearse, Lemuel C. Richmond, Nathaniel Bul- 
lock, George F. Usher; from St. Mark’s Church, War- 
ren, George Pierce; from Trinity Church, Newport, 
Newport County, Stephen T. Northam; from St. John’s 
Church, Providence, Providence County, Alexander 
Jones, Austin Gurney; from Grace Church, Provi- 
dence, Resolved Waterman, William E. Richmond, 
Caleb Drown, George S. Wardwell; from St. Paul’s 
Church, North Providence, William. Field, Danforth 
L. Peck, George Mumford, George Arnold; from St. 
James’ Church, Smithfield, Daniel Wilkinson; from St. 
Panl’s Church, North Kingstown, Beriah W. Rey- 
nolds, Euclid Chadsey, David Updike Hagan, Joshua 
B. Rathbone; from St. Paul’s Church, South Kings- 
town, John J. Watson, Benjamin Gardner, Samuel 
Brown. 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway, was chosen Secre- 
tary. 

On motion, Resolved, that Clergymen of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal church, and candidates for orders in this 
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church, who may be in the town of North Kingstown dur- 
ing the meeting of this Convention, and are not mem- 
bers thereof, be admitted to its sittings. 

Agreeably to this Resolution, the Rev. Sylvester 
Nash of Vermont, attended. 

On motion, Resolved, that a committee be appointed, 
to whom shall be refered the certificate of such incor- 
porations of Churches as may be approved by this Con- 
vention. 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway and William E. Rich- 
mond Esq. were appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to revise the Constitution of this Convention, and draft 
rules of order and Canons. 

The Rev. Dr. Crocker and Rev. John West and Will- 
iam EK. Richmond Esq. were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to nominate members of the Standing Committee, and 
Delegates to the General Convention. - 

The Rev. Mr. Bristed, the Rey. Mr. Brown and 
George S. Wardwell Esq. were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a committee be appointed 
to report on the subject of organizing a Society, for the 
benefit of Widows and Orphans, of deceased Clergymen. 

The Rev. Mr. Clark, the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, and 
Stephen T. Northam Esq. were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to report on the subject of Sunday Schools. 

‘The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, the Rev. Mr. Taft, and Ca- 
leb Drown Esq. were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that the proceedings of the 
last Convention be read immediately after the opening 
of the afternoon session. 
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The Convention adjourned, until 3 o’clock, in the af- 
ternoon. 


AFTERNOON, 3 o'clock. 


The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
The proceedings of the morning session, were then 
read and approved. 
The Committee of Nominations reported as follows— 


The Standing Committee.—The Rev. Nathan B. Crock- 
er, D. D. Rev. John A. Clark, and Rev. George Taft, 
of the Clergy—Robert H. Ives, Richmond Brownell, 
M. D. and George Mumford, of the Laity. 

The above report was accepted, and the persons nam- 
ed were appointed the Standing Committee. 


Delegates to the General Convention.—Rev. Nathan 
B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. George Taft, Rev. John West, 
and Rey. John A. Clark, of the Clergy.—Stephen T. 
Northam, Alexander Jones, George S. Wardwell, and 
Edward S. Wilkinson of the Laity. 


The above report was accepted, and the persons nam- 
ed, were appointed delegates to the General Convention. 


The Rev. Mr. Wheaton, as Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Sunday Schools, reported as follows— 

That they find Sunday Schools established in most of | 
the Parishes in this State, auxiliary to the Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School State Society, and that this 
Society, is auxiliary to the General Protestant Episco- 
pal Sunday School Union. And they recommend that 
a meeting of said State Society, be held during the 
sitting of this Convention, as provided in the Consfitu- 
tion thereof. 


SALMON WHEATON Chairman. 
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On motion, resolved, that the foregoing report be accep- 
ted. 
PAROCHIAL REPORTS, WERE THEN READ. 


ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 
REV. JOHN BRISTED, RECTOR, 


The undersigned reports, that during the first seven 
months of the last conventional year, the parish of St. 
Michael in the town of Bristol seemed to be settling it- 
self down into luke-warmness and worldliness; but dur- 
ing the last five months, through the blessing of God 
a better state of things has been exhibited. For several 
weeks meetings for religious worship were held every 
evening and well attended. At present the excitement 
_is abated. But we hope the seriousness has not alto- 
gether subsided. The fruits of this partial and tempor- 
ary awakening have been about thirty hopeful converts. 
Of which twenty have become communicants. The ser- 
vices on the Sunday, are prayers and preaching twice, 
and conference in the evening. On Monday evening 
recent converts meet for prayer, and reading the scrip- 
tures; on Tuesday evening, female communicants meet 
for the same purpose; on Wednesday evening a female 
Missionary Society meets, to work in aid of the R. I. 
clerical convocation, and other religious and charitable 
purposes ; on Thursday evening a Bible class is held at 
which a chapter is explained and written communica- 
tions thereon received, read and remarked on; on Fri- 
day evening the Sunday School teachers meet for mutu- 
al discussion and instruction; on Saturday evening a 
general conference meeting prepares those who attend 
for the solemn services of the Sanctuary. On the 20th 
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of April last, Bishop Griswold laid the corner stone of a 
new church in Bristol, to be built on the site of the old 
edifice. For the state of the Sunday school, reference 
is made to the report of its. superintendent. Habitual 
parochial visitation from house to house, including every 
family in the parish binds together pastor, people, servi- 
ces, and efforts. The statistics of the parish are, 
Baptisms—Infants 4 ; 16 


Adults 12 
Marriages 8 
Burials 14 
Confirmed 8 


Communicants added 20—removed 4. 

Deceased 4—joined 12—whole No. 217. 
JOHN BRISTED, Rector of St. Michael’s 
Parish. Bristol R. I. June 11th 1838. 


Bristol convocation money from June 1832 to June 1833. 
For Greek Mission $43 of which $20 paidlller 


pee oer Oe) ie Mr. Batcheldor and $60 
$123 now ready for Treasurer. 


REPORT OF BRISTOL EPISCOPAL SUNDAY SCHOOL, 
JUNE 5, 1838. 


There are belonging to the school 45 males, and 80 
female scholars. ‘Total 125. 

There generally attends about 120 scholars, with 7 
male and 17 female teachers. 

Our studies are the American Sunday School Union 
Questions, portions of scripture and hymns committed to 
memory. 

There has in the past year, 1 teacher and 8 scholars 


professed religion. 
BENJ. HALL, Superintendent. 
by GEO. B. MONRO, Assistant. 
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ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, WOONSOCKET FALLS. 


REV. JOSEPH BROWN, RECTOR. 


In February, 1832, agreeably to the earnest request 
of several gentlemen of Woonsocket Falls, the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Convocation of Rhode-Island, determined, 
That a minister should be sent to officiate in that place. 
I immediately took up my residence among that people 
with a sincere desire to advance their best interests and 
to promote the glory of God. The set time to favor 
Zion had indeed come. The prosperity which has at- 
tended the undertaking and the happy results, far sur- 
passing the anticipations of those who commenced the 
work strengthens the belief, that our motives were good. 
I found it had been the earnest prayer and anxious wish 
of many individuals that divine service might be regu- 
larly established. A room was fitted up to accommo- 
date the people who manifested their regard for the 
Sabbath and their desire to hear the words of eternal 
life by their regular attendance on public worship. 
The congregations were large and remarkably attentive. 
In April a parish was organized and preparation made 
for the erection of a church. 


In May 1833, a neat and beautiful edifice was com- 
pleted. On the 16th of the same month it was consecra- 
ted by the Rt. Rev. A. V. Griswold. Its dimensions are 
41 feet by 61—containing 58 pews. These were im- 
mediately sold, and let, and many more are wanted. 

There are about 20 communicants. There have 
been 6 baptisms—4 confirmed—11 marriages—18 fun- 
erals. 

I would remark here, that our labors were soon sec- 
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onded by faithful men of the Methodist and Baptist de- 
nomination. The latter of whom have commenced 
building a meeting-honse. The good effects of Tem- 
perance associations, Tract distribution, and Sunday 
schools are plainly seen in this vicinity. Under the 
blessing of God they have been the means of much © 
good. 

Thus far has the Lord been pleased to crown our ef- 
forts with success, to him we pray for a continuance 
of the prosperity, and **not unto us, not unto us, but to 
him be all the glory.” 

JOSEPH M. BROWN, Rector of St. 
James’ Church, Woonsocket 
Falls, June 11, 1833 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-KINGSTOWN. 


REV. LEMUEL BURGE, RECTOR. 


The Rector of this church reports, that since the last 
meeting of the convention, the services of the church 
have been duly celebrated on the Lord’s day, and par- 
ticipated in by respectable and apparently devout con- 
gregations. Almost every Friday evening also, through- 
out the past year, has been celebrated in a similar man- 
ner. And some we hope and trust are benefited by 
our labors. One has been baptized—two have been 
confirmed—three added to the communion—four mar- 
riages have been solemnized and five funerals attended. 
The Sunday school, having been lessened by the es- 
tablishment of one in the Baptist Society, consists of 
twenty-six children; taught by two male and one fe- 
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male teachers. The Library of said school contains 
about fifty volumes of well selected books, from the 
Grand Union Depository. 

On the whole, the Rector takes pleasure in stating 
that the condition of this particular branch of our Zion, 
is at this time, more interesting than it has been at any 
former period within his knowledge. The word preach- 
ed, (although not as yet. outwardly manifested altogeth- 
er in the way we desire,) has evidently had an effect 
inwardly. And an abundant harvest we trust is now 
ripening, which will be gathered in God’s own good 
time. LEMUEL BURGE, Rector. 


GRACE CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


REV. JOHN A. CLARK, RECTOR. 


In making my report to the Convention, it may not 
be improper for me to state, that it is only about seven 
months since I first took charge of the Parish of Grace 
Church, Providence. The Church edifice at this time 
was not ready for occupancy. After its completion and 
consecration, the pews were sold so advantageously as 
to constitute a fund adequate to liquidate all debts in- 
curred from building the Churech—the purchase of an 
elegant organ, and a commodious Rectory. The pews 
not sold were immediately rented. And what we have 
principally to regret now, is, that our borders are so 
straitened—the demand for seats being much greater 
than we can meet. 

Certainly the highest commendation is due to the few 


individuals who, with limited means, and amid every 
. | 
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discouragement embarked in the enterprize of building 
this Church, and raising up this parish. The Lord has 
seen fit to crown their labors with entire success. 

While we would cherish grateful emotions for the 
prosperity that has attended the temporal affairs of this 
Parish, we feel that we are still more deeply indebted - 
to the great Head of the Church, for the multiplied to- 
kens of kindness that we have received, in the effusion 
of the blessed Spirit—in the erection of a Spiritual Ed- 
ifice among us, upon which is inscribed ‘Holiness to the 
Lord.” 

There has been for many months a deep and increas- 
ing seriousness, which has resulted in a large accession 
to the body of our communicants. Though there has 
not been the slightest indication of a noisy or’ boisterous 
excitement, there has been going on in our midst a 
work, so distinctly marked by divine power, and charac- 
terized by the fruits of the Spirit, that all who have wit- 
nessed it, have been led to exclaim, ‘** Surely the Lord is 
in this place.” 

More than one hundred individuals have been added 
to the Redeemer’s fold since christmas, and I hope it 
will appear at the last, that their names are indeed writ- 
ten in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 

Our Sunday School is at present in a flourishing con- 
dition. At ourcommencement in the new Church there 
were not more than forty regular attendants, there are 
now rising of one hundred, and registered on the roll 
book, not less than one hundred and eighty. 

The present number of teachers are twenty-seven: 
ten male and seventeen female teachers. Connected 
with the Sunday School are a library of about 180 vols. 
3 Bible Classes and 1 adult colored class. The system of 
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instruction pursued in our S. School is very much the 
same as that recommended by the general episcopal S. S. 
Union. In addition to the religious instruction deliver- 
ed to the Sunday school, I have a large Bible class 
consisting of nearly two hundred members, and I have 
recently established a separate Bible class for the in- 
struction of young ladies and a catechetical class designed 
particularly for the children of the parish. A missionary 
society has been organized, auxiliary to ‘The Dom. and 
For. Miss. Soc. of Prot. Eps. Ch. in the U.S.’ and meas- 
ures are now in progress to raise funds to support one or 
two beneficiaries in the preparatory studies for the minis- 
try. The ladies of the parish are also makivg efforts by 
their united industry to raise the means to spread the gos- 
pel more fully thro’ the destitute parts of our own state. 
While we are thus able to give so favorable an account of 
the flourishing state of our parish we are deeply impressed 
with the truth, that all this is of the Lord’s goodness and 
that if he should withdraw from us the influences of his 
blessed spirit, we should speedily become like a barren 
and withered tree. Our prayer is, ‘* Behold, O God, 
our shield, and look upon the face of their anointed. 
Do good in thy good pleasure unto Zion. Build thou 
the walls of Jerusalem.” 

The number of communicants when I took charge 
of Grace Church were 41. Since added 117—of these 
jive have since deceased, and three removed, leaving as 
the present number 150. 


The adult Baptisms have been 55 } Total 84. 


Infant do PA 
Marriages 5 
Funerals 7 


J. A. CLARK, Rector of Grace Church, Prov. 
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


REV. N. B. CROCKER, D. D. RECTOR. 


Baptisms—lInfants a 
Adults il ‘ Total 22. 
Admitted to communion 12 
Buried 20 


Married 7 


REV. E. D. WOLF, MISSIONARY, 


AT SOUTH KINGSTOWN, TOWER HILL. 


Ihave preached twice each Sabbath during the past 
summer, and once in the winter. Our Church has been 
attended about as well as might be expected under exist- 
ing circumstances. It will take some years to gather as 
large a congregation as the one that assembled from 
week to week immediately after the Church was conse- 
crated. ° The causes of this indifference are too well 
known to this body to be repeated. But on the whole 
the cause of our adorable Saviour is advancing in my 
congregation. The banner of the cross possesses a di- 
vine and heavenly charm. Souls we trust have been 
benefited here by messages of life and salvation. Al- 
though presented in weakness, they have been raised 
up in power. I will mention one instance. A man 
greatly advanced in age, was hopefully brought to see 
his lost and wretched condition by nature, and that his 
only refuge was in the lamb of God. He has been bap- 
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tised and confirmed. There are others that we hope 
will soon come to the holy ordinance of baptism. Our 
only hope is in the divine blessing, the power of the 
Holy Ghost to give success and efficacy to the myste- 
ries of redemption. Our Sabbath School has commenc- 
ed but is small. It willin all probability be considera- 
bly larger this year than last. 

Baptisms 2—1 adult, 1 infant; marriages 2; deaths 
7; funeral sermons 6. 

Female Benevolent Society of St. Paul’s South- 
Kingstown, works once in two weeks. 


eee 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, RECTOR. 


Reports there have been during the past year 4 bap- 
tisms—1 adult and 3 infants; 15 marriages and 12 bur- 
ials; 2 have been added to the communion, making the 
present number of communicants 22, besides 8 who were 
formerly of other denominations, but who now regular- 
ly worship and commune with us, making the whole 
number of communicants, confirmed and not confirmed 
30. Although so little spiritual effect has apparently 
attended the ministry of the past vear there has been 
very good attention on the part of the people, and a 
constant but gradual increase of the congregation, the 
number of families having during the three years of my 
ministry among them increased from forty to eighty- 
five. 

Tbe congregation has, within the past year, erected 
a beautiful enclosure around the church, and beautified 

Q* 
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it with embankments and ornamental trees, making one 
of the most neat and beautiful church-yards in the coun- 
try. The Ladies’ Sewing Society have lately purchas- 
ed a pair of elegant chairs and aneat marble font for 
the chancel, and have now in view to purchase a set of 
communion plate; after which they propose to devote . 
the proceeds of their industry to missionary purposes. 

Our Missionary Society have appropriated $32 to 
the Convocation the present year, and will probably be 
able to do much more another year. 

Our Sunday school consists of about 100 scholars, 
instructed by 4 male and 7 female teachers, and is in a 
flourishing state. The library contains 155 volumes of 
well selected books. Our schools ought to be much 
larger, and we trust will, when, with the divine bles- 
sing, we Can impress the minds of parents with a true 
feeling of the vast importance to children of religious 
instruction, and also their awful responsibility in this 
respect, especially, when living as they do, where 
Sunday school instruction is so freely provided. 

GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Rector. 


eed 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-PROVIDENCE. 


REV. GEORGE TAFT, RECTOR. 


The Rector reports to the convention, communicants, 
15; baptisms 10; marriages 15; deaths 13; Sunday 
school scholars 100. 

I report a smaller number of communicants this year - 
than for two or three years past. During the last year 
three communicants have deceased. And in  conse- 
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quence of temporal Josses and reverses, a large number 
have been obliged to remove from this village. I am 
happy, however, to have it in my power. to state, that 
they have been instrumental in establishing three new 
churches, the last year, in new and destitute places. 
These facts will account for the diminution of the com- 
municants of my church. There is now a pleasing pros- 
pect in my parish of numbers being added to the commun- 
ion of such as shall be saved. There is an increasing se- 
riousness and attention to the subject of religion among 
the people. There have been some hopeful cases of 
conversion. And there are, at this time, candidates 
for admission to the communion, who, in the judgment 
of charity, have found their Saviour precious to their 
souls. 

The female members of my church have a weekly 
meeting for prayer that God would revive pure and un- 
defiled religion in their hearts, and pour out his Holy 
Spirit upon the church and congregation—upon the vil- 
lage—upon the state—upon the whole earth. And they 
have found it good, for the space of four years, not to 
forsake the assembling of themselves together. 

The female missionary society is actively engaged, 
laboring to procure funds for the convocation. 

The Sunday school is well attended. And is super- 
intended and instructed by those who are desirous of 
the temporal, spiritual and eternal welfare of the chil- 
dren committed to their charge. 

GEORGE TAFT. 
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TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


REV. S. WHEATON, RECTOR. 


Baptisms—adults 10; children 5; total 15; marriages 
2; funerals 23; added to the communion 16; present 
number of communicants 145; persons confirmed 15. 

The Sunday school consists of 2 superintendents, 19 
teachers, and 160 scholars. It has a library of 510 
volumes. 


ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


JOHN WEST, MINISTER. 


Baptisms —adult 1; infant 3; total4; communicants 
18; confirmations 4. Easter collection $7.62. 

About the first of March last the minister of this new 
parish accepted the invitation of the Convocation of 
Rhode-Island to become their missionary for one year. 
At the request of the members of this parish and under 
the direction of the Convocation, I commenced my _ la- 
bors in this place. ‘The parish was organized previously 
as is detailed in the doeuments accompanying their 
application to the convention to be received as a mem- 
ber of that body. 

Public services on Sunday were commenced in the 
Court room of the State House on the 17th of March 
in which place they have been continued with some in- 
terruptions, and where it is proposed to continue them 
during the present season. A more private meeting is 
also holden one evening in the week for social confer- 
ence and prayer in a lecture room. One afternoon in 
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the week is also devoted by the Ladies’ Convocation So- 
ciety to needle and fancy work for the benefit of the 
missionary cause, during which I pass an hour with 
them in reading and conversation and prayer., Prep- 
arations are in progress for establishing a Bible class 
and Sunday school. I have administered the commun- 
ion once, and enrolled 18 communicants, 4 of whom are 
new members. 


These several meetings are marked with a numert- 
ous and increasing attendance, and also, as far as I 
can learn, with a practical religious influence, that 
strongly confirms the propriety and utility of this new 
missionary enterprise. This confidence is increased by 
the generous approbation awarded by public sentiment, 
and, with two exceptions, by Christians of every name, 
toward the establishment of a new Episcopal Church in 
Newport. By the more judicious and _ philanthropic 
members of society it is hailed as a valuable accession 
to the cause of religion in the happy influence it is cal- 
culated to exert not only in reference to the public, and 
the large body of existing strangers, but to the existing 
societies of Christians. 

Measures are in progress for erecting a church in a 
central situation. The subscription for this object has 
reached a sum which is deemed sufficient to justify the 
undertaking. The unavoidable expense of a_ building 
suitable for the place and prospects, anda site cen- 
trally located, will be considerable. But it is confidently 
believed that friends, both at home and abroad, will yet 
be raised up to carry to its prosperous completion a 
work which has been begun and thus far continued un- 
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der the smiles of Providence, and the hearty aid and 
approbation of the friends of Zion. 
JOHN WEST, Missionary. 
Newport, June 10th, 18338. 


On motion, resolved, that a Committee of publica- 


tion be appointed. 

The Rev. John A. Clark, Rev. George W. Hatha- 
way, and George S. Wardwell, Esq. were appointed. 

On motion, resolved, that a Committee be appointed 
to devise ways and means, for defraying the expenses 
of the publishing Committee. 

Rev. John Bristed and Stephen T. Northam, Esq. 
were appointed. 

The Committee appointed on admission of Parishes, 
&c., reported that they had examined the testimonials 
presented by Zion’s Church, Newport, and find them to 
be correct. 

On motion, resolved, that Zion’s Church, Newport, 
Newport County, be admitted to the Convention. 

The following persons presented their credentials, 
and were admitted as lay delegates from Zion’s Church, 
to this Convention—Charles H. Mumford, Jacob Smith 
and William Walker. 

The committee appointed to draft rules of order, and 
canons, and revise the Constitution, submitted the fol- 
lowing Rules of order, for the Convention. 

(See Rules of Order,) Appendia. 

The same committee submitted the following canons 
for the use of this Convention. 

(See Canons,) Appendix. 

On motion, resolved, that the above report of canons 
be accepted and adopted by this Convention. 

The same committee submitted the following amend- 
ed Constitution. 

(See Constitution,) Appendix. : 

The above Constitution was accepted and approved, 

and ordered to lay over till next Convention. 


23 


On motion, resolved, that the committee of publica- 
tion publish in connection with the Journals of this Con- 
vention, the Rules of order and canons, now adopted, 
and the proposed Constitution, now approved. 

- On motion, resolved, that the committee be allowed 
to publish any number of the above, they may deem ex- 
pedient. 

The Convention now resolved itself into the Rhode- 
Island Missionary Society. 

The Treasurer of the Society made a verbal Report, 
that the available amount of funds in his hands were 
$27.63. 

On motion, resolved, that a committee be appointed 
to call on the original donors, of the funds of the Mis- 
sionary Society, and ascertain whether they are willing 
to give such funds for the use of the Convocation. 

The Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D., Rev. J. Bristed, 
Rev. J. A. Clark and George S. Wardwell, Esq., were 
appointed. 

On motion, resolved, that the foregoing committee, 
examine the Constitution of the Missionary Society, 
and see what amendments (if any) are needed. 

Alexander Jones, Esq., was elected Treasurer for the 
ensuing year. 


THe Missronary SociETY, THEN RESOLVED ITSELF INTO 
CoNVENTION. 

Leave of absenee was granted to William Pearse, 
Lemuel C. Richmond, Nathaniel Bullock and George 
F. Usher, of Bristol—Mr. Watson and Mr. Gardner of 
South Kingstown—George Mumford and George Ar- 
nold, of North Providence, and Charles Mumford, of 
Newport. 

The Convention then adjourned until 8 o’clock to-mor- 
row morning. 

Wepnespay MornineG, JUNE 12. 

The Convention met agreeable to adjournment. 

Morning Prayer was read by Rev. Dr. Crocker, 
Rector of St. John’s Church, Providence. 

The Secretary being absent, the Rev. John West was 
chosen Secretary pro tem. 
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The list of members was then called, and the proceed- 
ings of yesterday read, and approved. 

The Committee appointed for devising means for the 
relief of widows and orphans of deceased clergymen, 
then made their report. 

(See Appendix.) 

On motion, resolved, that the report be accepted. 

On motion, resolved, that a committee be appointed 
to carry into effect the plan of the Report, and procure 
an act of incorporation. 

The Rev. John A. Clark, Rev. George Taft, Rev. 
George W. Hathaway, William E. Richmond, Stephen 
T. Northam and Resolved Waterman, were appointed. 

The committee appointed to devise ways and means 
for defraying the expenses of publication, made the fol- 
lowing Réport. 

The committee appointed to assess on the different 
Episcopal parishes an amount to defray the probable 
expenses of printing, &c. of this State Convention, agree- 
ably to the 8th canon as reported to this convention, have 
performed that duty, and do report the following sums: 


Trinity Church, Newport, - - $10.00 
Zion’s do do - - « jp Gee 
St. Michael’sdo Bristol, ~ - 7.50 
St. Mark’s do Warren, - - - 5.00 
St. John’s do Providence, - - 15.00. 
Grace do do. - - 15.00 
St. Paul’s do North Providence, - 6.25 
St. James’ do Smithfield, - - 6.00 
St. Paul’s Church, North Kingstown - 2.50 
St. Paul’s do South Kingstown, - 1.25 

$73.75 


ALL OF WHICH IS SUBMITTED BY 


JOHN BRISTED, 
STEPHEN T. NORTHAM, 


On motion, resolved, that the above report be accept- 
ed. 7 


Committee. 
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The convention resolved itself in the Missionary So- 
ciety. 

The committee appointed to examine the constitution 
of the Missionary society, submitted the following report : 

‘* The committee to whom was referred the constitution 
of the Missionary Society, beg leave to report, that 
they have examined the same, and find in it one article 
which constitutes the standing committee of the state, 
a board of Managers, in whom is vested, the disposit- 
ion of its annual income. In reference to this article, 
your committee would respectfully recommend the follow- 
ing resolution as a substitute: 

‘* Resolved—That the fifth article of the constitution of 
the Rhode Island Missionary Society be changed, and 
that in lieu of the standing committee, the clerical con- 
vocation of this state be the board of Managers, and 
have the disposition of the funds of said Society. 

NATHAN B. CROCKER, Chairman.” 

On motion, resolved, that the report of the committee 
be accepted, and the proposed amendment adopted. 

The Missionary Society resolved itself into the con- 
vention. 

On motion, resolved, that the standing committee be 
requested to appoint the next meeting of the convention 
in Grace Church, Providence. 

On motion, resolved, that the Missionary and Sunday 
School sermons be preached, on Tuesday and Wednes- 
day evenings, during the sitting of the convention, and 
that the convention continue its session until Wednes- 
day evening. 

The Rev. John West, and Rev. John Bristed his sub- 
stitute, were appointed to preach the next convention 
sermon. 

The Rey. George Taft, and Rev. Dr. Crocker his 
substitute, to preach the Missionary Sermon. 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway, and Rev. Joseph 
M. Brown his substitute, to preach the Sunday School 
sermon. 

On motion, Resolved, that a vote of thanks be tender- 
ed to the inhabitants of North Kingstown for their kind- 
ness and hospitality during the sitting of the convention. 

Attest : GEO. W. HATHAWAY, Sec’y. 
3 


APPENDIX. 


RULES OF ORDER, CANONS AND 
AMENDED CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 


REPORTED BY COMMITTEE. 


RULES OF ORDER. 


1. Every stated Convention shall be opened with pray- 
er, the communion and a sermon; the preacher having 
been previously appointed by the Convention. 

2. The morning service of the Church, or a special 
service appointed by the Bishop, shall be performed 
every day during the session of the Convention. 

3. When the President takes the chair no member 
shall continue standing, or shall afterward stand up ex- 
cept to address the chair. 

4. No member shall absent himself from the house 
unless he have leave or be unable to attend. 

5. When any member is about to speak, or deliver 
any matter to the house, he shall rise and with due re- 
spect address himself to the president, and confine him- 
self strictly to the point in debate. 

6. When two members chance to rise at the same 
time, the president shall determine to whom the prefer- 
ence shall be given; and on all questions of order the 
president shall decide—subject to an appeal to the 
house. 
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7. No member shall speak more than twice on the 
same question without leave. 

8. No motion shall be acted upon until seconded 
and, when required, reduced to writing. 

9. While the president is putting any question, the 
members shall continue in their seats, and shall not hold 
any private discourse to the interruption of the house. 

10. Every member who is in the house, when any 
question is put, shall.on a division be counted, unless, 
he be personally interested in the question, or excused 
by the president. No member personally interested 
in any question, shall without permission, act in any 
capacity while it is under deliberation. 

11. When a motion is under consideration no other 
motion shall be made, except to postpone, to amend, 
to divide, or to commit. 

12. A motion for amendment or postponement shall 
be considered as the previous question, and be decided 
before the original motion. 

13. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and 
shall be decided without debate. 

14. The yeas and nays shall be called and entered 
on the minutes when required by one-fifth of the mem- 
bers present. 

15. At the request of the president, or on motion, 
the Convention may resolve itself into a committee of 
the whole. 

16. All elections when required by two members 
shall be by ballot. 

17. When the lay members vote by congregation it 
shall also be by ballot. 

18. All other questions shall be decided viva voce, 
or by hand vote, unless a ballot be called for by two 
members. | 

19. The sittings of the convention shall be open to all 
persons who choose to attend, unless otherwise ordered 
by the house. 

20. After the first day the minutes of the preceding 
day shall be read each morning at the opening of the 
convention, and, if necessary, corrected; and _ before 
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the rising of the convention the whole proceedings of the 
session shall be read. 

21. When the house is about to rise every eember 
shall keep his seat until the president leaves his chair. 


CANONS. 


SS 


CANON 1. 
STANDING COMMITTEE. 


There shall be a Standing Committee consisting of 
three clergymen and three laymen, to be elected at 
each stated meeting of the Convention, who shall keep 
regular minutes of their proceedings subject to the in- 
spection of the convention, and shall continue in office 
until the election of a new committee. A majority 
shall be a quorum. 


CANON 2. 
TESTIMONIAL OF DELEGATES. 


Lay delegates to the convention shall present testi- 
monials of their election which shall be in conformity 
with the mode prescribed by the parish they represent, 
and signed by the parish clerk, or secretary of the ves- 
try. 

| CANON 3. 
TESTIMONIAL OF NEW PARISHES. 


Delegates from new parishes applying for admission 
into the convention shall present a certificate signed by 
the parish clerk, or the secretary of the vestry, declar- 
ing that certain individuals have united in the forma- 
tion of a parish, elected wardens and vestrymen, and 
other necessary officers, and adopted and taken meas- 
ures to become incorporated under a charter formed in 
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accordance with the principles and. usages of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal church in the United States and that 
they accede to the General and State Constitution and 
Canons. 

CANON 4. 


PROVISION FOR PRINTING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 


The committee of the convention shall when direct- 
ed cause to be published, from the funds of the conven- 
tion, the proceedings of the stated meetings of this body 
together with a list of the ministers of the church resid- 
ing within the State, annexing the names of their re- 
spective cures, or stations, or if those who have no 
stated cure, or station, the place of residence; and also 
the constitution, canons and rules of order. 


CANON 5. 
NEGLECT OF PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


In order to secure a full and accurate view of the 
_ state of the church, in case the requisitions of the 
5lst general canon on this subject are not complied with 
by the minister or other proper authority of any parish, 
it shall be the duty of the convention to cause inquiry 
to be made into its condition. 


CANON 6. 


OFFENCES FOR WHICH MINISTERS SHALL BE TRIED 
AND PUNISHED. 


Disorderly, scandalous and immoral conduct, neglect 
of duty, engaging in any worldly avocations, palpably 
incompatible with the clerical office, and the due dis- 
charge of pastoral duty, disregard of the constitution 
and canons of the general and state convention, a con- 
tinued non-attendance at the annual convention of the 
church in this State, disseminating or countenancing 
Opinions contrary to the doctrines of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States, are offences for 
which a clergyman ought to be censured and for which 
when accused, he ought to be brought to trial. 

CANON 7. 
If any clergyman of this church offend in any one or more 
O* 
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of the instances enumerated in the foregoing canon, com- 
plaint may be made thereof by any presbyter to the annual 
convention; and if, in the opinion of a majority of the 
presbyters present there shall be sufficient cause for 
said complaint, it shall be their duty to furnish the ac- 
cused with a copy of the charge or charges, specifying 
a time, not short of thirty days, when, and place where 
he shall appear to answer to the same. No layman, how- 
ever, shall act as advocate for either party on the trial, 
and if the major part of the presbyters present at the 
trial, after hearing the evidence, shall judge the accus- 
ed person guilty of said charge or charges, their decis- 
ion shall be made known to the Bishop, and he shall 
pronounce judgment accordingly. 


CANON 8. 


To defray the contingent expenses of the convention, 
a sum sufficient for this purpose shall be assessed upon 
the several parishes in proportion to the salaries of the 
respective ministers ; for the payment of which several 
sums, each minister shall be made responsible. 


PROPOSED CONSTITUTON 


OF THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 


This chyrch as a constituent part. of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States of America, and 
also by conventional agreement of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the Eastern Diocese, accedes to the 
general constitution of this church, and to the particu- 
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lar constitution of this Diocese and acknowledges their 
authority. 
ARTICLE 1. 
There shall be a stated Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal church in this State on the second Tuesday in 
June, in each year, alternately in Providence and New- 


port, in such parish as shall be determined by the Con- 
vention. 


ARTICLE 2. 

After divine service, the President and Secretary of 
the-preceding convention shall take their places, when 
it shall be the duty ofthe Secretary to call the names of 
the clergy, on the catalogue, and to receive and read the 
certificates of the lay delegates. The President and 
Secretary for the ensuing year shall then be chosen, and 
the minutes of the preceding convention shall be read, 
and the necessary committees appointed. 

ARTICLE 3. 

The convention shall be composed of the officiating 
ministers settled in the parishes in this State, and also 
of such ministers as are employed as instructors in any 
incorporated seminary of learning in this State; and of 
missionaries officiating within this’ State under the di- 
rection of the ecclesiastical authority of the State; and 
of lay members, consisting of one or more delegates not 
exceeding four from each parish, which shall have been 
recognized by the convention, duly chosen by the ves- 
try or congregation. 

ARTICE 4. 

New parishes shall be admitted into union with this 
convention, on presenting to the convention written ev- 
idence, under the authority of the wardens and vestry, 
that they are duly organized, and accede to the consti- 
tution and canons of the general convention and also of 
the convention of this State. | 

ARTICLE 5. 

The Bishop shall preside in the convention; but when 

absent the president shall be chosen by the convention. 
ARTICLE 6. 

A secretary shall be chosen upon the assembliug of 

the State Convention from among the members thereof 
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who shall remain in office until the meeting of the next 
convention, and until the appointment of a successor. 
His duty shall be to take minutes of their proceedings, 
to preserve their journals and records; to attest the 
public acts of the body, and faithfully to deliver into the 
hands of his successor all books and papers relative to 
the concerns of the convention which may have been put 
into his possession. It shall also be his duty to give 
notice to each minister of the time and place appointed 
for the meeting of the succeeding convention. 


ARTICLE 7. 


The members of the Convention present on due noti- 
fication, and being duly organized shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. And in all 
matters which shall come before the convention the mem- 
bers shall deliberate in one body; and, in voting, shall 
vote by individuals. But if in any case it be required 
by any member, the two orders shall vote separately, 
and in such case the laity shall vote by congregations 
and the concurrence of a majority of each order shall be 
necessary to constitute a decision. 


ARTICLE 8. 


Canons for the government of the church, and rules 
of order for the conducting of business may be adopted 
from time to time by the convention. 


ARTICLE 9. 


The mode of altering this constitution shall be as fol- 
lows: A proposition of amendment shall be introduced 
in writing and considered in the convention, and if ap- 
proved of, shall lie over to the next convention, and if 
again approved of in that convention by a majority of 
the two orders voting thereon separately, the change 
shall take place, and the constitution so altered shall be 
valid and obligatory. 
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Report of the Committee for devising means for the relief of 
Widows &c. of deceased Clergymen. 


YOUR COMMITTEE BEG LEAVE TO REPORT, 


That, as ministers of the Gospel from the very duties to which 
they devote themselves, are necessarily cut off from those secu- 
lar pursuits by which they might accumulate property, and make 
provision for the future subsistance of their families, and their 
salaries frequently being scarcely adequate to meet their current 
expenses, they thus at the close of along and useful life often 
find themselves in destitute circumstances, and are obliged to 
leave their families totally unprovided for, it is deemed expedi- 
ent to organize a Society, and, as soon as may be, obtain for it 
an act of incorporation, entitled, ‘‘ The Corporation for the re- 
lief of widows, and children of Clergymen of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of Rhode Island.” 


CONS LLELUTPLON. 


ARTICLE 1. There shall be a yearly meeting of the Society 
for the choice of its officers, to hear the annual report of the 
Board of Managers, and transact other business, to be holden 
at the place of, and on the Wednesday next after, the annual 
meeting of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this State. Special meetings may be called by the Board of 
Managers, and shall be called on the written request of five 
members made to the Secretary, who shall give at least ten days 
notice of the time and place of meeting in a public newspaper, 
or written personal notice to each member by mail. 

ARTICLE 2. At the annual meeting, or if not then chosen, at 
some special meeting, there shall be chosen a President, a Vice 
President, a Secretary, a Treasurer and three Directors, who 
shall constitute a Board of Managers and hold their offices until 
others shall have been chosen in their places. 

ARTICLE 3, The Board of Managers shal] have power to fill 
all vacancies in the offices aforesaid until the next meeting of 
the Society, and the custody, control, management and disposal 
of all the society’s property. It shall be their duty to invest 
the funds in loans at interest, secured by mortgage on real pro- 
perty of unquestionable title, the value of which shall be double 
the amount loaned; and from time to time to reinvest such por- 
tions of the interest as shall be added to the funds in like man- 
ner. An entire statement of the accounts, funds, securities and 
property shall be made in writing at every annual meeting, and 
also at any special meeting, when required by a majority of the 
members present. The Board shall require sufficient bond and 
surety from the Treasurer for the faithful discharge of the trust 
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reposed in him; at least once in every year, and as much oftener 
as they may think expedient, shall audit and settle accounts and 
shall have the general superintendence of the Society’s concerns ; 
but shall do nothing repugnant to its votes or By-Laws. A 
majority of said Board shall be a quorum for bnsiness. 


ARTICLE 4. Contributors to the funds of the Society may be- 
come members thereof, on being admitted thereto by a majority 
of the members present at any meeting. 

ARTICLE 5. The annual contribution of a clergyman shall not 
be less than eight dollars, nor that of alayman less than three. 
But any lay contributor, elected a member, shall become a life 
member on the payment of twenty-five dollars, once for all. 
The yearly contributions of the Clergy shall be eight, sixteen 
or twenty-four dollars. 

ARTICLE 6. Annuities shall be paid to the widows and chil- 
dren of clerical contributors, only; and shall be five times the 
annual contributions of such contributors respectively, subject, 
however fo the conditions and restrictions hereinafter contained. 


ARTICLE 7. Each contributor shall abide by the rate or class 
of contribution which he shall have first chosen, unless he shall 
change into another class on such terms as shall be prescribed 
by the Board of Managers or the by-laws of the Society; and 
each shall pay his annual contribution to the Treasurer oa or 
before the Wednesday next following the second ‘Tuesday in 
June, in each year, under the penalty of fifty per centwm ou the 
amount of such contribution. If any contributor shall neglect 
to pay his contribution for three successive years, all his previ- 
ous contributions shall be forfeited to the funds of the Society. 


ARTICLE 8. Every yearly contributor, being a Clergyman, 
who shall marry more than once, shall pay one year’s contribu- 
tion extraordinary on every such marriage. 


ARTICLE 9. If the husband or father of any person or persons 
entitled to an annuity on this plan shall not have paid five an- 
nual contributions, then such person or persons shall receive only 
ten per centum per annum for thirteen years on the whole 
amount paid. 

ARTICLE 10. If any contributor shall have paid for five years 
or any number of years exceeding five and less than fifteen, the 
annuitants shall receive only half the annuity of the rate or 
class subscribed to by the deceased, until such time as the yearly 
deduction of half the aunuity, added to the payments made by 
the deceased, shall (exclusive of interest) make a sum in the 
faad equal to the sum of fifteen annual payments in the class to 
which the deceased belonged; which partial annuities, payable 
agreeably to this article, shall be proportioned between the 
widow and children as hereafter fixed in respect to full annuities ; 
to wit. : 
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ARTICLE 11. If there be no children, the widow of every con- 
tributor, if less than fifteen payments shall have been made by 
the deceased, shall receive the whole annual sum due by the last 
preceding article; and if fifteen such payments shall have been 
made complete by the deceased, and he have continued the pay- 
ment of contributions during his life, the widow shall receive 
the whole annuity on the husband’s contributions during her 
widowhood, and if she marry again, she shall from the time of 
such marriage, receive only half such annuity during her natural 
life. 

- ARTICLE 12. If there bea child and no widow, such child 
shall be entitled to the whole or partial annuity for thirteen 
years, agreeably to the foregoing articles; but if there be more 
than one child and no widow, the annuity, whether whole or 
partial, shall be equally divided among them, to be laid out, if 
they are minors, in their education or apprenticeship, with the 
advice and approbation of such executors or guardians as the 
father shall have nominated; but if none shall have been nomin- 
ated, then in such manner, for the benefit of the child or children 
as the Board of Managers shall direct. 

ARTICLE 13. If there be a widow and one child, the annuity, 
whether whole or partial, shall be equally divided between them, 
under the limitations aforesaid; and if there be a widow and 
two or more children, she shall have one-third during her wid- 
owhood, or one sixth during her natural life if she should marry 
a second time; and the remainder for thirteen years, shall be 
laid out for the use of the children, as aforesaid. 

ARTICLE 14, After the annuities chargeable on the funds 
shall have been paid, one-half of the surplus product of the fund 
shall be divided among all the widows and children of contribu- 
tors, for the term that their respective annuities shall continue 
payable, in proportion to their respective annuities, according 
to the foregoing articles; and the remainder of such surplus 
shall be added to the funds and invested. 

ARTICLE 15. No Clergyman, not a resident of this State, shall 
be admitted to the Society. If any Clergyman, a member 
thereof, shall remove from the State before he shall have paid 
five annual contributions, the sum by him already paid may be 
withdrawn if he desires to withdraw it. In such case his mem- 
bership shall cease, and his family shall derive no benefit from 
the funds. If any Clergyman, having made five or more annual 
contributions, shall leave the State, he may continue his connec- 
tion with the Society, and entitle his family to the benefit of its 
funds by continuing his annual contributions. 

ARTICLE 16, The Society may provide by its by laws for the 
receipt of a sum in gross, in lieu of all annual contributions by 
Clergymen, on such terms, conditions and restrictions as_ shall 
seem proper and reasonable. It may, also, by the votes ofa 
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majority of all its clerical members, alter any of the preceding 
articles of this Constitution; but no alteration so made shall 
diminish the right of any Clergyman, widow or child, existing 
at the time thereof, without his or her consent, legally given 
therefor. 

JOHN A. CLARK, Chairman of the Committee. 


NOTE DCTs, 


The next Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this State, will meet on the second Tuesday in June, 
1834, in Grace Church, Providence. 


By order of the Standing Committee, 
J. A. CLARK, Sec’ry pro tem. 
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LIST OF THE 


CLERGY AND LAY DELEGATES *: 


WHO COMPOSED THE CONVENTION. 


CLERGY. 


Joun Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 
JoseruH M. Brown, Rector of St. James’ Church, Woon- 
socket. 

Lemvet Buregr, residing at North-Kingstown. 

Natuan Bourne Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 

Joun A. Ciarx, Rector of Grace Church, Providence. 

James W. Cooxe, Minister of Christ Church, Lonsdale. 

Erastus D’Wo tr, Deacon Missionary at 8. Kingstown. 

JosepH P. Fenner, Minister of St. Paul’s Church, 
Portsmouth. 

Grorce W. Haruaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 
Warren. 

SytvesTeR Nasu, Minister of St. Luke’s Church, East- 
Greenwich. 

Francis Pecx, Minister of St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Kingstown. 

Grorce Tart, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Providence. 

Satmon Wueaton, Rector of Trinity Church, Newport. 

Joun West, Rector of Zion’s Church, Newport. 
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7 LAY DELEGATES. 


Providence.—St. John’s Church. Alexander Jones, Zacha- 
riah Allen, Nicholas Stillwell, Austin Gurney. —Grace Church. 
George S. Wardwell, Richmond Brownell, Resolved Water- 
man, Samuel Jacobs. 

Newport.—Trinity Church. William Hunter, Edward Brin- 
ley, William C. Gibbs, Robert Johnsten.—Zion’s Church. 
Stephen T. Northam, Samuel Whitehorne, Jacob Smith, 
Charles H. Mumford. 

Bristol—St. Michael’s Church. William Pearce, Samuel 
C. Richmond, Benjamin Hall, John G. Harding. 

North-Providence.—St. Paul’s Church. Gideon L. Spencer, 
George Mumford, Danforth L. Peck, Alanson Thayer. 

North-Kingstown.—St. Paul’s Church. Joshua B. Rathbun, 
William A. Shaw, David U. Hagan, Wilkins Updike. 

Warren.—St. Mark’s Church. George Pearce, Hail Col- 
lins, George Wheaton, Henry Bailey. 

Woonsocket. St. James’ Church. Samuel Greene, Eli Pond, 
Ramund Bacon, Richard Hoppin. 

Lonsdale-—Christ Church. Samuel Young, Jonas Pilking- 
ton, Loyd Brayton, George Kelly. | 

Portsmouth. St. Paul’s Church. Parker Hall, Joseph 
Childs, Joseph Thomas. . 

East- Greenwich.—St. Luke’s Church. Daniel Greene, Em- 
ory Fiske. 


Provipence, Turspay, June 10th, 1834. 


This day being appointed by the constitution of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church, in the State of Rhode-Island, for 
the meeting of the Annual Convention of the said Church, the 
Clergy of the State, and. several lay delegates attended in 
Grace Church, Providence, which had been previously ap- 
pointed by the Standing Committee as the place of meeting. 

Morning prayers were read by the Rev. Salmon Wheaton, 
Rector of Trinity Church, Newport, and, Rev. George Taft, 
Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, and the Con- 
vention Sermon was preached by the Rt. Rev. Alexander 


is) 


VY. Griswold, Bishop of the Eastern Diocess.—Mr. Geo. Bur 
gess and Mr. James Pratt were admitted to the holy order of 
Deacons.—The communion was then administered by the 
Rev. Salmon Wheaton, assisted by the Rev. George Taft. 

After divine service, the Rt. Rev. Alexander V. Griswold 
took the chair as President of the Convention ; and the list 
of Clergy entitled to seats being called over, agreeable to the 
canons, the following answered to their names, and took their 
seats. 3 | e* 

The Rev. Joseph M. Brown, Rector of St. James Church 
Woonsocket; the Rev. Lemuel Burge, residing at North-Kings- 
town; the Rev. John A. Clark, Rector of Grace Church Provi- 
dence; the Rev. James W. Cooke, minister of Christ’s Church, 
Lonsdale; the Rev. Nathan Bourne Crocker, Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Providence; the Rev. Erastus D’ Wolf, Deacon 
Missionary, at South-Kingstown; the Rev. Joseph R. Fenner, 
minister of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth;the Rev. George 
W. Hathaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Warren; the Rev. 
Sylvester Nash, minister of St. Luke’s Church, East-Green- 
wich; the Rev. George Taft, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North-Providence; the Rev. Salmon Wheaton, Rector of 
Trinity Church, Newport. There was also present the Rev. 
Ephraim Monroe, of Massachusetts. 

The following Lay Delegates presented certificates of their 
appointments and took their seats. 

From St. John’s Church, Prowidence, Alexander Jones, 
Zachariah Allen, Nicholas Stillwell, Austin Gurney ;-from 
Grace Church, Providence, George S. Wardwell, Richmond 
Brownell, Resolved Waterman, Samuel Jacobs ; from Trinity 
Church, Newport, William Hunter, Edward Brinley, Robert 
Johnston, William C. Gibbs; from Zion’s Church, Newport, 
Stephen T. Northam, Jacob Smith, Samuel Whitehorne, 
Charles H. Mumford; from St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 
William Pearce, Samuel C. Richmond, Benjamin Hall, John 
G. Harding; from St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, 
Gideon L. Spencer, George Mumford, Danforth L. Peck, 
Alanson Thayer ; from St. Paul’s Church, North-Kingstown, 
Joshua B. Rathbun, David U. Hagan, Wilkins Updike, Wil- 

iam A. Shaw; from St. Mark’s Church, Warren, George 
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Pearce, Hale Collins, George Wheaton, Henry Bailey ; from 
St. James’ Church, Woonsocket, Edmund Bacon, Samuel 
Greene, Richard Hoppin, Eli Pond. 


‘On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed te 

whom shall be referred the certificate of such incorporations 
-of Churches as may be approved by this Convention. — 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway, and Samuel Whitehorne, 
Esq. were appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee be appointed to 
nominate members of the Standing Committee, Delegates to 
the General Convention, and Secretary of the Convention. 

The Rev. Mr. Nash, the Rev. Mr. Cooke, and George S. 
Wardwell, Esq. were accordingly appointed. 

On motion, Resolved, that a Committee of Finance be ap- 
pointed. 

The Rev. Mr. Hathaway and Stephen T. Northam, Esq. 
were appointed said committee. 

Adjourned to meet at half past 3 P. M. 

. AFTERNOON, 3 0’CLOCK. 

The Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

The Committee on admissions of new Parishes, report that 
the proper testimonials have been laid before them of the 
due organization according to the Canons, of St. Luke’s 
Church, East-Greenwich, and St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, 
and they recommend that the said parishes be admitted into 
this connexion, wherefore it was resolved, that St. Paul’s 
Church, Portsmouth, and St. Luke’s Church, East-Green- 
wich, be received into convention. 

When the following delegates from said parishes appeared 
and took their seats—from St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, 
Joseph Child, Parker Hall, Joseph Thomas—from St. Luke’s 
Church, East-Greenwich, Daniel Greene, Emory Fiske. 

The Committee on new parishes afterwards reported, that 
testimonials were laid before them, of the organization of 
Christ’s Church, Lonsdale, but said testimonials were not in 
exact conformity with the 3d Canon of this Convention, not 
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being properly authenticated by the parish clerk, or secretary 
of the vestry, but by the senior warden. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the foregoing report lie 
on the table for the present. 

The constitution prepared and received at the last conven- 
tion was duly considered, and adopted with the exception of . 
the words, ‘‘ alternately in Providence and Newport,” in ie 
first article. 

The following amendment to the 3d article was proposed 
and ordered to lie over till the next convention, i 
sert after the words the “ Ecclesiastical authority of the 
State,” the words ‘provided always the ministers before 
named, shall have been actually resident in the State six 
months previous.” : 

The finance committee made report, that they recommend 
the following assessments in the several churches. 


Trinity Church, Newport, $5 O00 
Zion’s do. do. 5 00 
St. Michael’s do. Bristol, Sa 


St. Mark’s do. Warren, 

St. John’s do. Providence, 
Grace do. do. 
St. Paul’s do. North-Providence, 
St. James’ do. Woonsocket, 


tw CO =F =F CO 
=e 
oe 


St. Paul’s do. North-Kingstown, 1 25 
Christ’s do. Lonsdale, 2 00 
St. Luke’s do. East-Greenwich, 2 00 
St. Paul’s do. Portsmouth, | 9 
$43.15 


which, with the balance now in the hands of the publishing 
committee, your committee consider will be sufficient to 
cover the expenses of printing, &c. for the year ensuing. 

Your committee also recommend that there be a treasurer 
elected whose duty it shall be to collect and pay over the 
funds of the convention, and make an annual report to the 
convention of the state of the treasury. 


GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, 2 «i 
STEPHEN T. NORTHAM, ommittee. 
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» On motion, It was resolved that the aforesaid report be re 
ceived and adopted. 

George S. Wardwell, Esq. was elected Treasurer, in con 
formity with the foregoing report. 

On motion, it was resolved, that the Treasurer be au 
thorized to pay to the Secretary, his pill for postage incurrec 
for the convention. 

The Secretary having laid before the Convention a .com. 
munication from the Rev. Dr. Anthon, Secretary of the Gen. 
eral convention, it was resolved, that the Secretary trans 
mit to the General convention the amount due from this con. 
vention, in compliance with the assessment made by the las: 
General convention, on the several state conventions, of One 
Dollar, for each Clergyman, for the purpose of defraying the 
contingent expenses of said General convention. 

On motion, it was resolved, that Christ Church, eae 
be received into convention. 

The following persons presented their credentials and were 
admitted as Lay Delegates from Christ Church, to this con 
vention—Samuel Young, James Pilkington, George Kelly. 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway having been nominatec 
by the committee appointed for that purpose, was re-electec 
Secretary of the convention. 

The following preamble and resolution having been pre. 
sented by Rev. John A.,Clark, and seconded by Rev. Dr 
Crocker, were unanimously adopted by the convention. 

‘¢ Asin the view of this convention, the Temperance Refor 
mation is immediately connected with the temporal and eter 
_ nal good of men, therefore 
Resolved, That this convention regard with unfeignec 
' satisfaction, the efforts that have been put forth to stay the 
dreadful evil of intemperance, and they recommend to all the 
members and friends of the Episcopal church» within the 
bounds of this State to use their influence and hearty coope: 
ration to further all those efforts by which the temperance 
promises to be advanced, and the use of ardent daa as a 
drink, to be banished from our land.” | 

On motion, Resolved, that the committee on nonifeeie 
be directed to report at the meeting of the convention, to- 


y F : 
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morrow morning, a2 nomination of officers for the Society for 
the relief of widows and orphans of deceased clergymen. 

Leave of absence was granted to. Joseph Child of Ports- 
mouth, and George Wheaton of Warren. 

On motion, Resolved, that the first business, when the 
convention meet to-morrow morning, shall be to hear the 
parochial reports. « 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o’clock. 


Wepnespay Mornine, June Il. 
Minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 
Parochial reports were then read. 


ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 
REV. JOHN BRISTED, RECTOR. 


The undersigned reports to the Convention of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church, in Rhode-Island, that, through the blessing of God in 
Christ Jesus, the parish of St. Michael’s, in the town of Bristol, still 
continues to prosper. ‘The people have been permitted to build a very 
beautiful church, which was consecrated to the service of Jenovan, 
Farner, Son, and Hoty Guost, on the sixth day of March. The 
sale of its pews more than covered all its expenses,—amounting to up- 
wards of sixteen thousand dollars. Since the new church was finished 
the average number. of worshippers has increased, by, at least, one 
hundred and fifty added hearers. There has been no especial awaken- 
ing; although a general seriousness prevails, and some seekers seem 
to have set their faces, in earnest, Zion-ward. The religious services of 
the parish are, on the Lord’s day, prayer and preaching, three times; a 
Bible class Tuesday evening ; a conference-meeting Saturday evening ; 
a Missionary concert-meeting on the first Monday of the month; a 
prayer-meeting on the Monday evening of each week, except the first, 
(and then on some other evening,) by the female communicants; @ 
prayer-meeting on Thursday evening of each week by the male commu- 
nicants ; together with as much pastoral visitation as the Reetor’s in- 
cessant pressure of business will allow. On the Wednesday of each 
week the female Missionary Society of the parish meets to work for 
the R. I. Clerical Convocation, into whose treasury the parish of St. 
Michael’s has poured three hundred dollars, within the last twelve 
months. The baptisms have been eighteen ; two adults, sixteen in- 
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‘fants. Persons confirmed, twenty-one; burials eleven; marriages 

eight; communicants added, fifteen; died, five; left two; whole num- 

ber, two hundred and twenty-one. For an account of the Sunday 

School, reference is made to the report of the Superintendent ; who 

meets the teachers for mutual improvement, on Friday evening of each 

week. - JOHN BRISTED, Rector. 
June 10, 1834. 


+ 
REPORT OF THE SUNDAY SCHOOL IN ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL, 
RHODE-ISLAND, JUNE, 7, 1834. : 


There is attached to the School one Superintendent and one Assis- 
tant—one Librarian and one Assistant—6 male Teachers, 20 female 
‘Teachers—and about-140 scholars attend regularly, in good weatier. 

One scholar has professed Religion since our last report, and gives 
evidence of a good faith in Jesus. 

I believe we all feel a pleasure in pursuing our studies, and to trust 
in the Lord to bless our humble exertions. ‘The School is quite inter- 
esting at present. Our studies are the Union Questions, and Hymns 
and portions of Scripture committed to memory. 

We have a Library of about 400 volumes. 

Yours respectfully, 
BENJAMIN HALL, Supt. 
By Gro. B. Munro, Assisé: 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, WOONSOCKET PAULLS. 
REV. JOSEPH M. BROWN, RRCTOR. 


fv looking over the past year, I see much reason for gratitude and 
praise to the great Author and Giver of every blessing, for the many 
manifestations of his loving kindness and tender mercy. Our hearts 
have been made glad on witnessing several decided cases of conver- 
sion. Tour individuals have come forward and professed Christ before 
the world, and attached themselves to our Communion. ‘These, with 
other accessions, make the number of communicants about thirty. 
There have been six baptisms ; twenty marriages, and twenty funerals. 

On Sunday there are usually three services; a prayer meeting. on 
Monday evening; a lecture on Wednesday evening; and the Month- 
ly Concert. On Sunday the services are generally well attended. 
Seriousness and solemnity are visible in the congregation, and we are 
led to hope that the time is not far distant when many will embrace 
the blessed hope of everlasting life, and openly confess their Lord and. 
Redeemer. Many who looked at the planting of this Church as a4 
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wild scheme, and ridiculed the idea of its success, have looked with 
astonishment at its rapid growth, and have now become deeply inter- 
ested in her affairs. ‘The sweet spot upon the banks of the Blackstone, 
where now stands this lovely retreat for the worshippers of God, about 
two years ago was covered with forest trees. God has given us his 
blessing ; and now, from Sabbath to Sabbath, this sacred temple, half 
hidden among the lofty evergreens, is the happy resort of the weary, 
way-worn pilgrim, to gain refreshment from the bread of life, and 
mingle in the prayers and songs of Zion. 

St. James’ Sunday School, under the care of Mr. Samuel Green, is 
large and flourishing. ‘The Ladies’ Sewing Society is in a prosperous 
state, and promises to meet with very happy success. Altogether the 
prospects of St. James were never more flattering than at the present 
time. JOSEPH M. BROWN, Rector. 


GRACE CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 
REY. JOHN A. CLARK, RECTOR. 


The Rector of this Church in making his annual report to the Con- 
vention desires first of all to offer a tribute of thanksgiving to Him 
who is King in Zion, ‘‘the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls,” 
for his continued blessing on this part of his vineyard. Through divine 
mercy, the seriousness spoken of in the report of 1833 has continued 
up to the present time undiminished, and it is believed that a deep 
sense of divine things still rests upon the minds of a portion of the 
congregation, who are enquiring the way to Zion. We have had the 
satisfaction of seeing many who at the commencement of our ministry 
in this parish were totally indifferent to their eternal welfare, and some 
who were utterly hostile to evangelical truth, bowing in deep peni- 
tence and humble contrition at the foot of the cross—We desire to 
record this with feelings of deep gratitude to the great head of the 
church. We-regard every instance of this sort as a triumph of sove- 
reign mercy, and the result of infinite grace. No previous year’s la- 
bor has brought to our mind so many convincing proofs, that all the 
power is of God—that without Christ—without the direct influence of 
the infinite and almighty Spirit, we can do nothing towards saving 
souls. Oh that there were among us all a more lowly, and humble, 
and prayerful spirit. ) 

‘The season of Lent, especially of ‘Passion Week,” was greatly 
blessed te our people. We have reason to hope that more than twenty 
‘persons during that season, while fixing their eyes upon the agonies 
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and sufferings of Christ dying for their | sins, were led to give up their 
hearts to God. 

In addition to the ordinary exercises of the Sabbath, there have 
been lectures on Wednesday and Friday evenings—and also Bible 
class exercises on Saturday afternoon and Sunday evening—and we 
have reason to believe that these have been signally blessed to those 
who have attended upon them. 

The Sunday School has increased in the number of its attendants, 
and is in a flourishing state. An adult colored Sunday School has 
also been established, which is well attended, and has been already 
productive of great good. It cannot but be a source of high satisfac- 
tion to every philanthropist, patriot and christian, to see efforts put forth 
for the intellectual and moral improvement of this depressed and ill- 
fated portion of our population. May the Lord put it into the hearts 
of all our churches to do something in this cause! 

Our people we hope are waking up more and more to a sense of 
the obligation that rests upon them, to see “‘ that the gospel is preach- 
ed to every creature.”” The monthly concerts of prayer we think have 
exerted a happy influence in this respect. ; 

Semething has been done both for foreign and domestic missions : 
Our Missionary Society mentioned in our last, report, is upon the 
whole in a prosperous state. A Society has also been formed for as- 
sisting in educating pious young men for the ministry. 

It is due to the piety, zeal, and persevering efforts of the ladies 
connected with the sewing circle in this parish, to say, that during the 
last year they have put into the treasury of the convention, for sup- 
porting missionaries in this state $ 400—And into the treasury of the 
“Dom. and For. Miss. Soc. of the Prot. Ep. Ch. in the U. 8.” $50, 
besides doing considerable for other objects. 

Should we continue to be favored with the blessing of Heaven, the 
only obstacle we apprehend in the way of our prosperity is the limited 
accommodations in our church edifice. Already numbers who desire 
to worship with us are excluded, by the difficulty they find in obtain- 
ing seats for themselves and their families. It is hoped that some 

mode of enlargement agreeable to all will speedily be devised by which 
this difficulty will be obviated. 


Adult Baptisms, . - - — «86 fe 
infant, “dol i j : 29 Total:88 
Communicants added - - 82 } 
Number at last Report - - 150 | Present number ’ 
During the last year deceased - 5 f total 218. 
Removed . . - - Ii 
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Number ef persons confirmed - - ~ 176 


Number of names enrolled on the Sunday School list 303 
Average attendance - - - “gg 145 
Teachers - - - - - 36 
Adult Colered School. Scholars - - 140 
‘Teachers d gi - - ‘nepali 


Funerals 15. Marriages 5. 
JOHN A. CLARK, 


CHRIST CHURCH, LONSDALE (Smithfield.) 


REV. JAMES W. COOKE, MISSIONARY. 


In accordance with the wishes of the convocation of this State, and 
the opinion unanimously expressed by them, that it was my duty to 
enter the ministry immediately with a view to occupy my present field 
of labor, I dissolved my connexion with the General Theological Sem- 
inary and took orders in the latter part of September last.. Not hav- 
ing completed the course of preparation which I had prescribed for 
myself, and being in a bad state of health, it was not without fear and 
trembling, that I took upon me the solemn vows of a minister of 
Christ. I have the satisfaction, however, confidently to believe that 
I followed the path of duty ; and I desire humbly to adore that gra- 
cious and condescending Being whose goodness has followed me al! 
the days of my life. 

I commenced my labors here about the first of October. For sev- 
eral months previous, with the ex¢eption of a few weeks, the Rev. 
Mr. Taft of Pawtucket, had officiated once every Sunday, besides at- 
tending to the duties of his own parish; and to him, under God, the 
church is much indebted. It should be added also, that the Rev. Mr. 
Nash officiated ,here about two months under the direction of the con- 
vocation. . 

A year since, the people almost universally, were wholly unacquint- 
ed with the services of the church, and deep-rooted prejudices were 
entertained against them. Not a single member of our communion 
was to be found in the whole neighborhood. ‘There was one family 
however decidedly attached to the services of the church, and to their 
zeal and efforts we are much indebted. The result is another illus- 
tration of the truth, that the church needs only to be truly known, in 
order to be appreciated. Many of these prejudices have subsided and 
the rest are fast giving way. 

On commencing my labors, I reorganized the Sunday school which 
had been given up. It now numbers ninety-five scholars and fourteen 
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téachers. At first, but one pious individual could be found to. engage 
asateacker. ‘There are now ten, most of whom have become pious 
since the commencement of the present year, and are connected with 
the church. Six individuals who undertook the charge of teaching 
the gospel to others while they were themselves strangers to its power, 
are now we trust, the subjects of divine grace. One scholar gives the 
most satisfactory evidence of a birth unto righteousness, and at least 
three others are in a very serious state of mind. 

With the Sunday school is connected a very interesting Bible class 
of young ladies which now numbers seventeen members. I have had 
charge of the school personally, and have found it by no means the 
least interesting field of duty. ‘Teachers meetings have been held gen- 
erally once in two weeks. Experience has proved that these meetings 
are intimately connected with the prosperity of the school. 

As soon as practicable, a second service was commenced on Sun- 
day. ; 

After the people had become sufficiently interested, a Bible class 
was formed which commenced the first of January, and has been con- 
tinued since that time, meeting once a fortnight, on Wednesday eve- 
ning. The course pursued has been to give out a certain number of 
written questions, which an equal number of the class are required to 
answer in writing. ‘The interest in the class has been very general 
and still continues. It now numbers about eighty members. 

Other meetings have also been held during the week, for several 
months past; so that generally three or four evenings are occupied 
either in public exercises, or in religious meetings of a more private 
character. I have also preached a few times out of the neighborhood. 

A meeting of the inhabitants of the village and neighborhood was 
held in December, when a parish was organized by the name of 
Christ Church, and measures were taken to procure a charter formed 
in accordance with the principles and usages of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the United States. 

A Sewing Circle has also been formed by the ladies of the parish, 
chiefly with a view to the support of Missionaries.. The proceeds now 
amount to not far from fifty dollars. mn; 

In a spiritual point of view, this parish has been much blessed. 
The first instance of seriousness occurred in the Sunday School. 
About the close of the last year, [ observed one of the scholars weep- 
ing, evidently in distress. On inquiring the cause, she told me it was 
in view of her sins. It seems she had been in this state of mind for 
several weeks. I hailed this as‘an earnest of a more abundant har- 
vest—for I knew that he, who had began the work in a child, was 
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equally able to break the most stubborn heart. My expectations were . 
not dissappointed. The individual just alluded to, after the lapse of 

many weeks was at last brought to realize a Saviour’s love; and contin- 

ues to give bright evidence of agrowing christian. Soon a member 

of the congregation was brought to feel the power of God; and then 

another, and another, until at last we have a little band whom we 

trust will be numbered among the redeemed of the Lord. This work 

of grace has been attended by no public excitement of the animal feel- 

ings. It has been characterized by a depth and individuality that leaves 

no room to question its character. It is now nearly six months since 
it first commenced. At no one time have there been more than six, 

generally not more than four or five, under exercises of mind at the 

same time, exclusive of those who had already experienced a saving 

faith. ‘Twenty individuals have been baptized ; most of them have be- 

come pious since the commencement of the present year, and all of 
them give the best evidence that they are born into the kingdom of 
God. ‘There are still four or five candidates for baptism, and about 

the same number who are anxiously seeking the way of life. May the 

prayers of the brethren ascend with ours, that this. blessed work 

may continue, until in every family and every heart, an altar shall be 

raised unto the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Until within a few weeks, the services have been held in the School 
House of the village. By the liberality of the Lonsdale Company a 
convenient room has been prepared in one of the factory buildings, 
furnished with a plain desk and altar, and sufficiently large to accom- 
modate comfortably four hundred persons. Since the occupation of 
this room, the congregation has rapidly increased. An offer has also 
been made by the same Company to contribute one third of the cost 
ofa suitable church edifice. We trust that another third can be raised 
in the parish; and to the friends of the Church, generally, we shall 

look with confidence to lend us a helping hand. In the prosecution 
_ of my duties, I have experienced many trials of mind and encounter- 
ed many obstacles. But such will ever be the case where the hum- 
bling doctrines of the cross are preached. We have failed not, how- 
ever to “look to the hills from whence cometh our help,” and truly, 
‘our help has been in the name of the Lord.” All things have been 
overruled for good by a kind Providence, and it is our highest joy to 
be able to say, ‘‘Not unto us—not untous, but unto thy name, O 
Lord ! be the praise.” : 

There have been in all, Adult Baptisms, 20—Marriages, 2—Fune- 
rals,.6—Sunday School scholars, 95—Teachers, 14. 

JAMES W. COOKE, Missionary. 


16 
ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE, 
REV. NATHAN BOURNE CROCKER, RECTOR. 


Baptisms—Adults 19, infants, 9. 
Confirmed, 24. 
Admitted to the Communion, 20. 
N. B. CROCKER. 
Provipence, May 11th, 1834. | 


8 


REV. ERASTUS D’WOLF, DEACON MISSIONARY. 


WestTERLY, June 9, 1834. 

The labors of your unworthy servant, for the past year, have beem 
somewhat divided. I preached nearly eight months at Tower Hill, 
South-Kingstown ; three or four in that parish have become the hope- 
ful subjects of saving grace. It is greatly to be desired that the servi- 
ces of our church should be continued in that place. ‘The unhappy 
difficulties concerning the lands in the Narraganset, we have reason. 
to believe will be forgotten, as they have been settled. ‘They have a 
good spot near the church of twenty-seven acres of land of good quali- 
ty, on which it is thought best to build a house for a parsonage. J am 
happy in being able to say, that the people manifest a good degree of 
interest in securing the services of some faithful servant of the Re- 
deemer. The other four months of this year have been spent in mis- 
sionary labors, eight weeks for Zion’s Church,. Newport, and the re- 
maining part of the time in the village of Pawcatuck. There we find 
about 760 inhabitants, without any resident minister. ‘They never 
had one. The people are intelligent, kind and affectionate. We find 
much to do. Our service was almost entirely new to those good peo--’ 
ple. Those that have taken up the prayer book and joined us in the’ 
worship of our God and Savior, according to its excellent forms of de- ° 
votion, have invariably expressed their delight, satisfaction and edifi- 
cation. They that have not joined in the worship of course cannot be 
competent judges of its merits. The Lord has been with us. Four 
or five have experienced hopefully the graceof God. Our services are’ 
very well attended, but yet there is room. 

We have a Sunday School consisting of more than one hundred 
teachers and scholars. This I superintend personally. We have a 
library of more than two hundred volumes. 

Baptisms 2; Funerals 4; Marriages 1. 

ERASTUS D'WOLF, Missionary. 


7 
ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH. 


J. P. FENNER, MINISTER. 


On the 7th of July last, the Minister of this new parish commenced 
his labors at Portsmouth, in the service of the Clerical Convocation 
of Rhode-Island. 'The parish was organized in August. ‘The erec-. 
tion of the church was commenced in September and finished in De- 
cember. The church was occupied for the first time on Christmas 
day. It was consecrated in March. It is a neat and commodious 
edifice of the Gothic order; will accommodate from three hundred to 
three hundred and fifty persons, and may be advantageously enlarged. 
About twelve hundred dollars* and several valuable articles of church 
furniture were given by, friends in Boston, Providence, Bristol, War- 
ren and Newport. The money was contributed to be vested in Pews ; 
the pews to be rented, and the proceeds appropriated towards the sup- 
port of the resident Minister. The expense of collecting the contribu- 
tions was, through the hospitality of friends, less than one per cent. 
On the sale of the pews the church will, it is believed, be free from 
debt. 3 

The Minister ordinarily officiates thrice on the Lord’s day, and su- 
perintends the Sunday School. He has weekly lectures in private 
houses, in various parts of the parish. A missionary-meeting is held 
on the first Monday in each month. A meeting of the female Convo- 
cation Society, and a meeting for prayer for the divine blessing on the 
Minister’s labours, are held weekly. A considerable portion of time is 
devoted to pastoral visiting, which is indispensable to success in form- 
ing a new congregation among a dispersed population. ‘Through the 
liberality of friends, prayer-books, works on experimental and practical 
piety, and religious tracts, have been distributed. The parish has 
been visited with more than ordinary sickness and mortality, which, 
through the Divine blessing, has been the means of leading some per- 
sons to seek their soul’s salvation. Of the adults baptized, one is 
nearly seventy years of age, and another towards sixty. The commu- 
nicants give credible evidence that they have been “born of the Spir- 
it.” Some are, it is believed, “not far from the kingdom of God.” 
There are growing seriousness and marked outward reformation. 
Houses are from time to time opened for religious services by such as 
have not been accustomed to frequent public worship, and there is in- 
creasing attendance at the sanctuary. 

In addition to the ordinary duties of a eric the Minister has ne- 


* One hundred dollars were given by the Ladies’ Philanthropic Society of St. John’s, 
Providence. 
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cessarily been engaged in collecting funds, in’the erection of the 
church, and in the organization and primary instruction of the con- 
gregation : but through the goodness and mercy of God, divine servi- 
ce has been performed every Lord’s day. Various circumstances 
combined to render Portsmouth unpropitious to the establishment of 
anew church, and its position has, in a great degree, excluded the 
Minister from clerical aid; but he hds thus been the more constrained 
to flee to the Lord for help, and can add his humble testimony to that 
of the blessed servants of God, who ‘‘out of weakness were made 
strong ;” that “rue Lorp, He 1s Gon,” for ‘the temple of the Lord 
is built not by might, nor by power, but by my on saith the Lord 
of Hosts.” Gech. . 

The Rev. Mr. Honeyman, who was appointed by the*‘‘ Society for 
the propagation of the Gospel in foreign parts,” them first missionary 
to Newport in 1704, (as.we learn from “ An historical account of the 
Society, by David Humphreys, &c.) “‘set. up, in 1712, a lecture, and 
preached once a fortnight, at Portsmouth.” From the time of Mr. 
Honeyman until the present, the position has, it is believed, been un- 
occupied by the Church. In view of the depressed state of our belov- 
ed Zion since that period, and of its present dawning prosperity, of 
which the reoccupation of this place is at once an example and an em- 
blem, we may well take courage, and thankfully and joyfully exclaim, 
“Lord, thou hast been favourable unto thy people! thou hast brought 
back the captivity of Jacob! Let Jacob rejoice and Israel be glad.” 

Baptized adults, 5. Confirmed, 9. Communicants at the com- 
mencement, 2—added, 11—removed, 1—total, 12. Sunday School 
Scholars, (average ener ,) 40 to 50—Teachers, 10. Marriages, 
2. Funerals, 8. 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 
REV. GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, RECTOR. 


Bani baptisms, 38 adults, 13 infants, total 51. Marriages 7. 
Burials 13. Communicants added 61, died 2, removed 3, present 
number 78. 

God, in his rich mercy, has very much blessed us the last few 
months. Since October there has been a general seriousness in the con- 
gregation, and many have been brought to the anxious inquiry, ‘‘ what 
shall we do?” The public services of the church and our prayer and so- 
cial meetings have been fully attended, and many have been enabled to 
rejoice in the hope of an interest in the Saviour. It has been truly 2 
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season of refreshing te us. The large accession of spiritual strength 
to our infant church has :served to encourage our hearts, strengthen 
our faith, and enliven our hope, and should, more than we fear it does, 
inspire us with warm affections of gratitude, love and ardent praise to 
our great and aderable Redeemer, who has thus crowned our feeble 
efforts to serve him with such disproportionate success. 

‘There are some interesting circumstances connected with the revi- 
wal among us, that I would here notice. Among the 61 just added to 
the communion are 13 married couple, husbands with their wives.— 
Of the 61, 55 are married and heads of families. A large proportion 
are males, there being 25 males and 37 females. And what is no less 
iteresting or uncommon, four of the persons, two males and two fe- 
males, are between 60 and 70 years of age. All, or nearly all, are 
amongst the most intelligent, respectable and influential of our com- 
munity. 

Our usual religious services are the morning and afternoon public 
‘services at the church, and a social meeting in the evening, at the 
decture room, on Sundays—a prayer meeting on Tuesday evenings— 
a Bible class for young ladies on Wednesday evenings—a general Bi- 
‘ble class on Thursday evenings—and a prayer meeting on Saturday 
evenings, all of which have been attended with a great deal of interest, 
though without any excitement; and we feel that they have all been 
very much blessed to our spiritual awakening and edification. 

We have observed the monthly concerts of prayer; and we are hap- 
spy to add that as our spiritual state has improved, a missionary spirit 
has proportionably increased among us, and our monthly concerts are 
now among our most interesting and popular exercises. Our mission- 
ary society is of course, flourishing, and has been enabled to do the 
past year twice as much as in any former year. ‘The members have 
recently adopted the principle enjoined by the apostle of laying by 
them on the first day of the week according as God has prospered 
them, which amount is deposited at our monthly meetings in a box at 
the door, in an envelope with the depositor’s name thereon. We are 
encouraged to hope that this plan will enable the society to do much 
more the coming year than the past, and that with greater profit and 
convenience to the members. 

A portion of dur ladies, with a zeal and engagedness that does them 
much credit, are actively and industriously engaged in a sewing soci- 
ety, by which they have been able to contribute much to the orna- 
ments and conveniences of the church, and as we trust, to promote their 
own and the happiness and interest of our Zion. Having realized in 
their own blessed experience that “God is not unrighteous, to forget 
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their works, and labor that proceedeth of love,” they are encouraged 
to persevere, and will, we trust, be more and more useful, and more 
and more happy, as they continue to walk in the paths of christian 
benevolence and love. 

Our Sunday School is flourishing, consisting of 100 scholars and 12 
teachers. It has an infant department, and a library consisting of 200 
volumes. 

The temporal concerns of this church are as heretofore in a pros- 
perous state. ‘I’oo much praise cannot be given to the congregation 
for the great harmony and unanimity that pervade all their proceed- 
ings, and for the generous liberality with which all the necessities of 
the church are met. During the past year we had the misfortune to 
break our bell, which however was immediately replaced by one much 
larger. A room has been finished and neatly fitted up in the base- 
ment of the church sufficiently large to accommodate two hundred and 
Jjifty persons; which is used for the Sunday School and evening exer- 
cises. Our congregation having considerably increased, and there 
being a greater demand for pews than could. be supplied, it has been 
determined to enlarge the church sufficiently to add twenty-four pews 
more; for which purpose a contract has been made, and the carpen- 
ters and masons are now engaged in the work. 


GEORGE W. HATHAWAY. 
: ’ , 
ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, EAST-GREENWICH. 
REV. SYLVESTER NASH, RECTOR. 


The undersigned first visited East-Greenwich, in company with the 
Rev. John Bristed, in July last, and in consequence of an arrangement 
between the Convocation and a Committee of Gentlemen from that 
place, began to hold stated services there on Sunday the 4th of Au- 
gust. | 

On the 10th of August, at a meeting of the people, duly convened, 
an Episcopal Society was formed under the above name,—a Vestry 
chosen and measures adopted to obtain a title to the lot, and building 
then in progress, as a house of worship, for the use of the Society. 

These measures were successful, and the Edifice, as is known, was 
consecrated by our beloved Diocesan on the 17th of April last. 

At the time regular stated service commenced there was but one 
communicant of our order in or near the place, and for several weeks 
no perceptible spiritual effect was produced, but during the winter 
zome souls were awakened to a sense of their lost condition, and seven 
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were added to the communion, who had previously asin little upon 
the subject. 

a Bible Class has been regularly attended once a week, in which 
there appears to be felt a deep and increasing interest. ‘The Ladies 
have been very succesfully engaged in a sewing Society ; and we have 
now a Sunday School consisting of upwards of ninety scholars and 
sixteen teachers. . 

The undersigned would also with gratitude acknowledge the good- 
ness of God in the present indications of a work of the spirit among 
the elder members of the Sunday School. Some, we have reason to 
believe, have been renewed in heart, and several more are serious, 
anxiously inquiring what they must do to be saved. 

There is indeed much cause for thankfulness for what the Lord hath 
done in this parish. 

Baptisms, adults &, confirmations 8, communicants 9, funerals 2, 


Sunday scholars 93. SYLVESTER NASH. 


FRANCIS PECK, MISSIONARY. 
Now stationed at Wickford. 


in compliance with the wishes of the Rhode-Island Convocation, I 
have, for several months past, laboured at the manufacturing village of 
Natick. During my residence there, some tokens of God’s gracious 
presence, by the influences of his Spirit, have been manifested. Sev- 
eral cases of decided conversion and an increased degree of interest 
among some who attended the services of the sanctuary, gave evidence 
that my entering among them had not been entirely invain. A Sab- 
bath School in addition to the one previously existing was formed and 
well attended. A tract society was also organized, and the manner in 
which its messages of mercy and love were received allows the cherish- 
ing the hope that their voice will not be unheeded. 

But while the writer, in common with every herald of the cross, has 
reason to be thankful for any portion of Divine favor which may be 
shown to his feeble efforts, he must ever feel it- his duty to occupy that 
station in the Lord’s vineyard which gives promise of the most abun- 
dant harvest. A more extensive opening having presented itself, where 
the prospects of the Church were more bright, and the interest long 
felt im her worship promised more immediate success, it appeared ex- 
pedient to occupy that station. 

My limited acquaintance, with Wickford, (the parish which the 
Convocation, as their Missionary, has assigned me,) forbids the ven- 
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turing a very decided opinion, as to its spiritual prospects. With the, 
favor and approbation of the Great Head of the Church, we feel assur- 
ed that the walls of our Zion will there be built up, and many be gath- 
ered into the fold of God, who shall be found at last among his redeem- 
ed people. FRANCIS PECK, Missionary. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-PROVIDENCE. 


REV. GEORGE TAFT, RECTOR. 


The Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, reports to the 
Convention, 123 communicants—21 baptisms—10 marriages—S8 deaths 
—100 sabbath school scholars—-18 confirmations. 

From the meeting of the last annual convention, till some time in 
the autumn, I preached once a sunday, at 5 o’clock P. M. at Lonsdale, 
excepting a few Sabbaths supplied by the Rev. Mr. Nash.—My services 
in that place were discontinued when the Rev. Mr. Cooke, the Mis- 
sionary appointed to that station by the Convecation, entered upon his 
jabours. And I am happy to have it in my power te state that his la- 
bours have been greatly blessed of the Lord, and I am not left to see 
the child of my anxieties and prayers die. 

During the last year I have attended 48 funerals, only 8 of which 
were in my own parish. In performing these funeral services, the 
greatest distance that I have travelled at one time is 12 miles; [have 
often gone 4 or 5 miles.—On most of these occasions I have preached. 

_My parish, through the goodness of the Lord, is prospering in spirit- 
ual things.—I have lately baptized 4 adults——There are now several 
candidates for baptism and a number more inquiring what they must 
do to be saved. 

The church is well attended on the Sabbath—my ‘regular meetings 
on Sunday and Wednesday evenings are full. For two months past, 
I have held a meeting at my house for reading the scriptures, prayer 
and religious conversation, designed especially for those who are anx- 
tous about their souls’ salvation. ‘These meetings have been well at- 
tended and greatly blessed. 

The male members of the church have a prayer meeting on Thurs- 
day evening and the female members on ep evening, of each 
week. 

The Female Missionary Society are doing what weg can, under the 
present embarressment of our village, for the missionary cause. 

The Sunday School, though not so numerously attended as in some 
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years past, owing to the increased number of Sunday schools in the 
place, is flourishing. 


GEORGE TAFT. 
Nortu-Provipence, June 10th, 1834. 


FRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 
REV. 8S. WHEATON, RECTOR. 


Baptisms—Adults, 5—Children 12—Total 17. Marriages3. Fu- 
nerals 24. 

As a new parish has recently been formed in Newport, it has been 
found impracticable to ascertain the number of communicants at pres- 
ent belonging to Trinity Church ; as it is not known to the Rector 
how many of his former communicants have permanently attached 
themselves to the new church. 

The Sunday School has increased since the last convention, and 
now consists of two superintendents, 21 teachers and 180 scholars. 
Additions have also been made to the library, so that it now contains 
over 600 volumes. 


ZION’S CHURCH, NEWPORT. 
JOHN WEST, RECTOR. 


“The report of this parish at the last convention was that of a recent- 
ly commenced missionary station. ‘The interval has proved in various 
respects a period of unusual interest, having been remarkably charac- 
terised by severe labors, sacrifices and privations, and yet no less by 
signal support and success. ‘The congregation has been subjected to 
great inconvenience and frequent change in their place of worship. 
They have been at the same time, laboring under all the anxiety and 
responsibility incident to the building of a new church by an infant 
congregation. ‘To this has been added the more serious calamity of 
a sudden and almost entire exclusion of their pastor from his sphere of 
labor in the most important crisis, and for the long period of several 
months. Yet, favored by the same kind Providence which originated 
the work, and sustained by the R. I. Convocation in a manner emi- 
nently honorable to their generosity and self-denial, they have been 
supplied by constant services, and furnished with pecuniary aid as far as 
was essential to their support; and have been steadily progressing toward 
what promises to be a successful and happy termination of their work. 
The congregation appears firmly united and ardently attached to the 
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church. ‘The new church is in readiness for consecration; the mis- 
sionary will be instituted as Rector, with a competent support inde- 
pendently of all foreign aid ; and an interesting class of candidates are 
in a course of preparation for confirmation, some of whom will be 
presented on the ensuing occasion of the consecration. 

The number of communicants last reported was 18. ‘There have 
been 15 added and I removed—present number 32. Marriages 2; 
Baptisms 6 ; Burials 3. 

Newport, June 9, 1834. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, N. KINGSTOWN. 


The Lay Delegate from this parish made a verbal report, frony 
which it would seem there were among that people several tokens for 
good. The Sunday School was flourishing. Several communicants 
had been recently added.. And there was an increasing desire to have 
the services of the Church kept up. ‘The former Rector having re- 
signed his charge, the Rev. Francis Peck, was, immediately after the 
Convention, by a previous arrangement, to enter upon this field of labor. 


On motion, it was resolved, that a Committee be appoint- 
ed to make arrangements to print the Journal of the Conven- 
tion together with the Parochial Reports, and the Organiza- 
tion and Constitution of the Education Society. 

Rev. Messrs. Clark and Hathaway, and Geo. S. Wardwell, 
Esq. were appointed that Committee: 

Resolved, that 1500 copies of the Journal be published— 
‘that 1000 copies be immediately distributed among the 
churches according to the size of the parishes, and the re- 
maining copies be placed in the hands of the publishing Com- 
mittee, to be subject to the call of the several Clergymen 
of the State. 

The Committee of Nominations reported as follows— 

The Standing Cominittee—Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. 
Rev. John A. Clark, and Rev. George Taft, of the Clergy. 
Benjamin Cowell, Richmond Brownell and George Mumford 
of the Laity. 
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The foregoing report was accepted, and the persons named 
were appointed the Standing Committee. 

Delegates to the General Convention—Rev. Nathan B. Croek- 
er, D. D. Rev. George Taft, Rev. John A. Clark, Rev. John 
West, of the Clergy. Stephen T. Northam, Alexander Jones, 
Daniel Greene, Edward S. Wilkinson, of the Laity. 

The above report was accepted, and the persons named 
were appointed delegates to the General Convention. 

The Bishop having retired, the Rev. Dr. Crocker was call- 

ed to the chair. 

' The Secretary having obtained leave of beenad: Rev. 
James W. Cooke was chosen Secretary pro. tem. 

The Rev. John A. Clark, Rector of Grace Church, Provi- 
dence, was appointed to preach the next convention sermon. 
Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D: D. Rector of St. John’s Church, 
. Providence, his substitute. 

The Rev. George Taft, of North-Providence, was appoint- 
éd to preach the Sunday School Sermon—Rev. James W. 
Cooke; of Lonsdale, his substitute. 

The Rev. John Bristed, of Bristol, was appointed to preach 
the Missionary > wingiageea Francis Peck, of Wickford, his 
substitute. 

The Rev. James W. SoeKe and George S. Wardwell, Esq. 
were appointed a committee to ascertain the unfinished busi- 
ness of the convention. 

The Rev. Joseph Brown, obtained leave of absence. 

The convention then resolved itself into the 


EDUCATION SOCIETY. 

The committee appointed ata previous meeting reported 
that the following Gentlemen had been duly elected Officers 
of the Society. 

Rev. Naruan B. Crocker, D. D. President. 


ws) =~ Satmon WHEATON, 
‘© =Joun A. Crarx, Vice Presidents. 
‘¢  —s SytvesTerR Nasu, 


‘¢ James W. Cooke, Secretary. 
ALEXANDER JonEs, Esq. Treasurer. 
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John Taylor, Esq. Robert H. Ives, Esq. Daniel Greene, Esq. 
Robert Johnston, Esq. Samuel Whitehorne, Esq. Joseph 
Childs, Esq. Samuel Greene, Esq. Lemuel C. Richmond, Esq. 
Jeremiah Whipple, Esq. and David Lefavour, Esq. Directors. 

Measures having been taken to procure the signatures of 
the members of the Convention as members of the society, 
the society then resolved itself into Convention. 

The committee on unfinished business, reported, That 
there was no further business before the Convention, except 
that which related to the Missionary Society. 

On motion, the Convention resolved itself into the 

MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

The following Gentlemen were elected Officers for the en- 
suing year. 

Rev. Natuan B. Crocker, D. D. President. 
Rev. James W. Cooke, Secretary. 
‘ALEXANDER JonEs, Esq. Treasurer. 

George S. Wardwell, Esq. in behalf of the committee on the 
Missionary Funds, reported that the consent of the original — 
donors, with the exception of those deceased, had been ob- 
tained for their transfer to the Treasurer of the convention. 
Whereupon it was resolved that the Treasurer be author- 
ized to make the proposed transfer, so far as the consent of 
the original donors have been obtained. 

_ The Society then resolved itself into Convention. 

On motion it was resolved, that the next Annual Conven- 
tion should be held in Zion Church, Newport. 

On motion the Convention then adjourned. 

Attest : GEO. W. HATHAWAY, Secretary. 
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SOCIETY (FOR THE RELIEF OF THE WIDOWS AND ORPHANS OF 
. DECEASED CLERGYMEN. 


Immediately after the rising of the Convention, the Society having 
‘been called to order, the Rev. Naruan B. Crocker, D. D. was called 
‘to the Chair, and Rev. James W. Cooke, was chosen Secretary pro. 
tem. 

The following gentlemen were elected Officers of the Society for the 
ensuing year. | : 


Rey. Greorce Tart, President. 
Rev. Joun A. Ciark, Vice President. 
Resotvep WATERMAN, Esq. Secretary. 
SamvueL Wuitenorne, Esq. Treasurer. 
ALEXANDER Jongs, Esq. 
Dante. Greene, Esq. | Directors 
Grorce Moumrorp, Esq. 
On motion, it was resolved, That the Board of Managers should take 
such measures as they should deem expedient to collect funds and car- 
ry into operation the designs of the Society. 
The Board of Managers with the addition of Wm. E. Richmond, 
‘Esq. were appointed a Committee to procure an Act of Incorporation. 
The Society then adjourned. 


APPENDIX II. 
CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 
PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
_ IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 
_ This church as a constituent part of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America, and also by conventional agreement 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocess, accedes 


to the general constitution of this church, and to the particular con- 
stitution of this Diocess, and acknowledges their authority. 


28 


ARTICLE 2 

After divine service, the President and Secretary of the preceding 
convention shall take their places, when it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary to call the names of the clergy, on the catalogue, and to re- 
ceive and read the certificates of the lay delegates. The President and 
Secretary for the ensuing year shall then be chosen, and the minutes 
of the preceding convention shall be read, and the necessary commit- 
tees appointed. ) 

ARTICLE 3. 

The convention shall be composed of the officiating ministers set- 
tled in the parishes in this State, and also of such ministersas are em- 
ployed as instructors in any incorporated seminary of learning in this 
State, and of missionaries officiating within this State under the direc- 
tion of the ecclesiastical authority of the State ; and of lay members, 
consisting of one or more delegates not exceeding four from each par- 
ish, which shall have been recognised by the convention, duly chosen 
by the vestry or congregation. 

[The following amendment to the 3d Article was proposed for adop- 
tion, viz—to insert after the words the ‘‘ Ecclesiastical authority of the 
State, ” the words ‘ Provided always the ministers before named shall 
have been actual residents in the State six months previous.”’ } 

ARTICLE 4. 

New parishes shall be admitted into union with this convention, on 
presenting to the convention written evidence, under the authority of 
the wardens and vestry, that they are duly organized, and accede to 
the constitution and canons of the general convention and also of the 
convention of this State. 

ARTICLE 5. 

The Bishop shall preside in the convention ; but when whadu the 

president shal] be chosen by the convention. 
ARTICLE 6. 

A secretary shall be chosen upon the assembling of the State Con- 
vention from among the members thereof, who shall remain in office 
until the meeting of the next convention, and until the appointment of 
a successor. His duty shall be to take minutes of their proceedings, 
' to preserve their journals and records; to attest the public acts of the 
body, and faithfully to deliver into the hands of his successor all books 
and papers relative to the concerns of the convention which may have 
been put into his possession. It shall also be his duty to give notice 
to each minister of the time and place appointed for the meeting of 
the succeeding convention. 

ARTICLE 7. 

The members of the Convention present on due notification, and 
being duly organized, shall consitute a quorum for the transaction of 
business. And in all matters which shall come before the convention 
the members shall deliberate in one body; and, in voting, shall vote by 
individuals. But if in any case it be required by any member, the 
two orders shall vote separately, and in such case the laity shall vote 
by congregations, and the concurrence of a majority of each order » 
shall be necessary to constitute a decision. 
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ARTICLE 8. 
Canons for the government of the church, and rules of order for the 
conducting of business may be adopted from time to time by the con- 
~ vention. 
ARTICLE 9. 

The mode of altering this constitution shall be as follows: A pro- 
position of amendment shall be introduced in writing and considered in 
the convention, and if approved of, shall lie over to the next conven- 
tion, and if again approved of in that convention by a majority of the 
two orders voting thereon separately, the change shall take place, and 
the constitution so altered shall be valid and obligatory, 
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CANONS. . 
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CANON 1. 
STANDING COMMITTEE. 

There shall be a Standing Committee consisting of three clergymen 
and three laymen, to be elected at each stated meeting of the Conven- 
tion, who shall keep regular minutes of their proceedings subject to the 
inspection of the Convention; and shall continue in office until the 
election of anew committee. A majority shall be a quorum. 


CANON 2. 
TESTIMONIAL OF DELEGATES. 

‘Lay delegates to the Convention shall present testimonials of their 
election, which shall be in conformity with the mode prescribed by the 
parish they represent, and signed by the parish clerk or secretary of 
the vestry. 

CANON 3. 
TESTIMONIAL OF NEW PARISHES. 

Delegates from new parishes applying for admission into the Con- 
vention shall present a certificate signed by the parish clerk, or the 
secretary of the vestry, declaring that certain individuals have united 
in the formation ofa parish, elected wardens and vestrymen, and oth- 
er necessary officers, and adopted and taken measures to become in- 
corporated under a charter formed in accordance with the principles 
and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, 
and that they accede to the General and State Constitution and Can- 

ons. 
CANON 4. 
PROVISION FOR PRINTING PUBLIC DOCUMENTS. 

The committee of the Convention shall, when directed, cause to be 
published, from the funds of the Convention, the proceedings of the 
stated meetings of this body together with a list of the ministers of the 
church residing within the State, annexing the names of their respec- 
tive cures, or stations, or if those who have no stated cure, or station, 


the place of residence ; and also the constitution, canons and rules of 
order. 
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ARTICLE tf. 
There shall be a stated Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this State on the second Tuesday in June, in each year, in: 
such parish as shall be determined by the Convention. 


CANON 5. 
NEGLECT OF PAROCHIAL REPORTS. : 

In order ‘to secure a full and accurate view of the state.of the church, 
in case the requisitions of the 5lst general canon on this subject are 
not complied with by the minister or other proper authority of any par- 
ish, it shall be the duty of the convention to cause inquiry to be made 
into its condition. ea 


CANON 6. 

OFFENCES FOR WHICH MINISTERS SHALL BE TRIED ANB PUNISHED. 

Disorderly, scandalous and immoral conduct, neglect of duty, enga- 
ging im any worldly avocations, palpably incompatible with the clerical 
office, and the due discharge of pastoral duty, disregard of the consti- 
tution and canons ofthe general and state convention, a continued noa- 
attendance at the annual convention of the church in this State, dissem- 
inating or countenancing opinions contrary to the doctrines of the 
Protestant , Episcopal Church in the United States; are offences for 
which aclergyman ought to be censured and for which when accused; 
he ought to be brought to trial. : 


CANON 7 

If any clergyman of this church offend in any one or more of the 
instances enumerated in the foregoing canon, complaint may be made 
thereof by any presbyter to the annual convention; and if, in the opin- 
ion of a majority of the presbyters present there shall be sufficient cause 
for said complaint, it shall be their duty to furnish the accused with a 
copy of the charge or charges, specifying a time, not short of thirty days, 
when, and place where, he shall appear to answer to the same. Neo 
Jayman, however, shall act as advocate for either party on the trial, 
and if the major part of the presbyters:present at the trial, after hear- 
ing the evidence, shall judge the accused person guilty of said charge 
or charges, their decision shall be made known to the Bishop, and he 
shall pronounce judgment accordingly. » 

CANON 8. 

To defray the contingent expenses of the convention, a sum sufficient 
for this purpose shall. be assessed upon the several parishes in propor- 
tion to the salaries of the respective ministers; for the payment of 
which several sums, each minister shall be made responsible. 


RULES OF ORDER. 


1. Every stated Convention shall be opened with prayer, the com- 
munion and a sermon ; the preacher having been previously appointed 
by the Convention. . 

2. ‘The morning service of the Church, or a special service appoint- 
ed by the Bishop, shall be performed every day during the session of 
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3. When the President takes the chair no member shall continue 
standing, or shalk afterward stand up except to address the chair. 

4. No member shall absent himself from the house unless he have 
leave or be unable to attend. 

5. When any member is about to speak, or deliver any matter to 
the house, he shall rise and with due respect address himself to the 
president, and confine himself strictly to the point in debate. 

6. When two members chance to rise at the same time, the presi- 
dent shall determine to whom the preference shall be given ; and on 
all questions of order the president shall decide—subject to an appeal 
to the house. 

7. Nomember shall speak more than twice on the same question 
without leave. 

8. No motion shall be acted upon until seconded, and, when requir- 
ed, reduced to writing. 

9. While the president is putting any question, the members shall 
“continue in their seats, and shall not hold any private discourse to the 
interruption of the house. 

10. Every member who is in the house, when any question is put, 
shall on a division be counted, unless he be personally interested in 
the question, or excused by the President. No member personally in- 
terested in any question, shall, without permission, act in any capaci- 
ty while it is under deliberation. 

11. When a motion is under consideration no other motion shall be 
made, except to postpone, to amend, to divide, or to commit. 

12. A motion for amendment or postponement shall be considered 
as the previous question, and be decided before the original motion. 

18. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and shall be deci- 
ded without debate. 

14. The yeas and nays shall be called and entered on the minutes 
when required by one fifth of the members present. 

_ 15. At the request of the president, or on motion, the Convention 
may resolve itself into a committee of the whole. 

16 All elections when required by two members shall be by ballot. 
: ain When the lay members vote by congregation it shall also be by 

allot. 
18. All other questions shall be decided viva voce, or by hand vote, 
unless'a ballot be called for by two members. 

19. The sittings of the convention shall be open to all persons who 
choose to attend, unless otherwise ordered by the house. 

20. After the first day the minutes of the preceding day shall be 
read each morning at the opening of the Convention, and, if necessary, 
corrected ; and before the rising of the Convention the whole pro- 
ceedings of the session shall be read. 

21. When the house is about to rise every member shall keep his 
seat until the eeent leaves his chair. 
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APPENDIX III. 
EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


At a meeting holden at Grace Church in Providence, June 11, 
1834, for the purpose of forming a State Society for the education of 
young men for the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Rev. Mr. Nash was called to the chair, and opened the meeting 
with prayer. Rev. Mr. Burgess was appointed Secretary. 

The following resolution, offered by Rev. Mr. Clark, was passed, 

Resolved, that it is expedient that a Society be formed in this State, 
for the education of pious and gifted, but indigent young men, for the 
ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

The following constitution prepared for the proposed Society, togeth- 
er with By-Laws for the government of its directors, was offered by 
Rev. Mr. Clark. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


Protestant Episcopal Rhode-Island Education Society. 


1. This Society shall be denominated the Protestant Episcopal 
Rhode-Island Education Society, the object of which shall be to edu~ 
cate pious young men for the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church. 

2. Any person who shall subscribe and pay one dollar per annum, 
may thereby become a member of this Society. 

3. There shall be chosen by ballot at the annual meeting of this 
Society, a President, three Vice-Presidents, a Secretary, ‘Treasurer, 
and ten Directors. 

4. The President, Vice-Presidents, Secretary and Treasurer of this 
Society, shall be, ex officio, members of the Board of Directors. Nine 
of this board shall form a quorum at any meeting regularly convened. 

5. Any person by paying five dollars, and signifying his intention 
to pay the same amount annually for six years, may thereby become 
and continue a member of the Board of Directors, during the period 
of his subscription. 

6. Fhe Treasurer shall collect and receive ali the dues of the Soci- 
ety, ard make such a disposition of the funds as he shall be directed 
by the Board of Directors, and shall annually render to the Society a ~ 
written account of the same, the account to be previously examined 
and approved by a committee appointed for that purpose by the Board 
of Directors ; and he shall also render an account of the state of the 
funds to the Board whenever required. . 

7. The duty of the Secretary shall be to keep a minute of the pro- 
ceedings of the Society, and to give notice of all meetings of the 
Society, and of the Board of Directors. 
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8. This society shall have an Annual Meeting on the Tuesday even- ° 
ing of the meeting of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the State of Rhode-Island, and not less than fifteen members shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business at any mecting of the 
Society. Every meeting of this society and of the Board of Directors 
shall be opened with prayer. 

9. It is reccommended to all parishes in the diocess to form auxil- 
iary societies, and every auxiliary society shall be entitled to send 
three delegates to the annual meeting of this body, and, after having 
exhibited certificates of their having been duly appointed, shall take 
their seats, and be allowed to participate in all its deliberations. 

10. All auxiliary societies shall pay their funds into the hands of 
the Treasurer of this Association; each society raising seventy-five 
dollars shall have the right of nominating their own beneficiary, and 
one beneficiary for every seventy-five dollars which they may pay into 
the general fund. Provided that the persons nominated possess the 
qualifications hereafter specified. ; 

11. The Board of Directors shall meet quarterly, on the Monday 
before the second Tuesday in March, June, September and December, 
and shall have power to supply any vacancy that may occur in their 
own Board, or in any office of this society, till its next annual meeting. 

12. It shall be the duty of the Board of Directors to use their best 
exertions to increase the funds of the society, and they shall have the 
power of appropriating all monies to the support of Beneficiaries; of 
examining and selecting candidates for patronage; of passing such 
rules and by-laws as they may think proper; and generally of trans- 
acting all business necessary for the furtherance of the objects of this 
society. ‘The Directors shall also keep a fair record of their proceed- 
ings, and annually make a report of their transactions to the society. 

13. No applicant to the society for aid, shall be assisted who shall 
not produce unequivocal testimonies of piety, promising talents, and 
inability to educate himself; nor shall any person be continued a ben- 
eficiary of this society whose instructor or instruetors cannot furnish 
satisfactory evidence that in point of talent, diligence, literary pro- 
gress, morals and piety, he is a proper character to receive aid from 
these sacred funds. In addition to which, each beneficiary, after his 
admission into any College, shall annually exhibit to the Directors a 
written declaration, that it continues to be his serious purpose to de- 
vote his life to the gospel ministry in the Protestant Episeopal Church. 

14. No person shall be considered a candidate for assistance who 
has not pursued classical studies for at least three months, and who 
has not attained to fourteen years of age. 

15. No person shall be patronized who is not in the way of obtain- 
ing a thorough classical and theological education—that is, either pre- 
paring to enter College, or a member of some approved academy or 
college, where a thorough classical course is pursued, or engaged in 
theological studies with the design of taking a regular three years 
course. 

16. All, in every stage of their education, shall be regarded as 
standing upon their character, and shall be liable to have their patron- 
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age discontinued for improper conduct of any kind, at Uae aiverétion 
of the Drectors. 

17. Any person who has been assisted by this sodas and whose 
name shall be stricken from the list of beneficiaries because of mis- 
conduct, or other deficiency in regard to the qualifications required 
by the constitution and the rules of the directors, or who shall have 
concluded not to devote himself to the ministry, shall within a reason- 
able time refund the sum expended for his education, with lawful in- 
_ terest, whenever required by the directors. 

18. If any young man under the patronage of this society, shall en- 
ter into the marriage state during his preparatory course for the -minis- 
try, then his appropriations shall cease. 

19. Every beneficiary of this society should regard it as an object 
to grow continually in the spirit of enlightened devotion, and of fer- 
vent piety, deeply impressed with the sentiment, that without this all 
his other acquisitions will be comparatively of little worth either to 
himself or to the Church of Christ. It is therefore affectionately and 
earnestly recommended to every beneficiary, that he daily spend a 
portion of time in devout meditation, reading the scriptures with a view 
to a personal and practical application, and in humble and fervent 
prayer. 


The above Constitution, being proposed article by article, was 
adopted. 

On motion, it was resolved that a committee be appointed to inquire 
into the expediency of adding an article in reference to refunding on 
the part of the beneficiaries ; said committee to report at the next an- 
nual meeting. Wherefore Messrs. Wheaton, Clark and Cooke, were. 
appointed said committee. 

The consideration of the proposed By-laws was referred to the Board 
of Directors. 

The following officers were then elected. Rev. Dr. Crocker, Pres- 
ident; Rev. Laban Wheaton, John A. Clark and Sylvester Nash, 
Vice-Presidents; Alexander Jones, Esq. Treasurer; Rev. James W. 
Cooke, Secretary ; ; Messrs. John Taylor, Robert H. Ives, Daniel 
Greene, Robert Johnson, Samuel Whitehorne, Joseph Child, Samuel 
A Greene, Lemuel C. Richmond, Jared Whipple and David Lefavour, 
Directors. 

The Bishop, having entered during the proceedings, was called to 
the chair before the adoption of the Constitution. 

The meeting was adjourned till after the morning session of the 
Convention. GEORGE BURGESS, Seec’ry. 
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LIST OF CLERGY IN RHODE-ISLAND. 


Rey. Joun Brisrep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol. 

Rev. Josrern M. Brown, Rector of St. James’ Church, 
Woonsocket. 

*Rev. Parmer Brown, Deacon, residing at Woonsocket. 

*Rey. Lemurr Burez, residing at North-Kingstown. 

Natuan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Providence. 

Rey. Joun A. Crarx, Rector of Grace Church, Providence. 

Rey. James W. Cooxe, Deacon, Minister of Christ’s 
Church, Lonsdale. 

Rev. Erastus D’Wotr, Deacon, Minister of St. Luke’s 
Church, Tower Hill. 

Rey. Joun P. Fenner, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Ports- 
mouth. . 

Rey. Gro. W. Harnaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 
Warren. 

Rey. Eraraim Monror, Minister of Immanuel Church, 
Mannsville. 

Rey. Syrvester Nasu, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, East- 
Greenwich. 

Rey. Francis Peck, Rector of St.Paul’s Church, Wickford. 

Rev. James M. Prarr, Minister of Christ’s Church, Paw- 
catuck, 

Rev. Georce Tart, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Paw- 
tucket. 

Rev. Joun West, Rector of Zion’s Church, Newport. 


* Not members of the Convention, agreeably to the 2d Article of the 
Constitution. 
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Rev. Satmon Wuearon, Rectorof Trinity Church, Newport. 
Rev. J. M. Nites, of the Diocese of New-York, officiating 
at Kingston. ' 


} LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 
Certificates of whose election by their respective Churches, were 
presented and approved. 


ProvipEncE,—St. John’s Church. Alexander Jones, 
Zachariah Allen, William G. Goddard, Austin Gurney— 
Grace Church. George S. Wardwell, Richmond Brownell, 
Resolved Waterman, Caleb Drown. | 

Newrort.— Triniiy Church. Stephen TH. Cahoone, Rob- 
ert Johnson, William M. Evans, Andrew A. Harwood.— 
Zion’s Church. Stephen T. Northam, Samuel Whitehorne, 
George W. Sayer, Charles H. Mumford. 

Bristot.—St. Michael’s Church. William Pearce, Lem- 
ue! ©. Richmond, Benjamin Hall, John G. Harding. 

Wicxrorp.—St. Paul’s Church. Joshua B. Rathbone, 
William A. Shaw, Jacob Smith, David U. Hagan. 

Pawrtucxet.— St. Paul’s Church. Thomas Lefavor, 
Enoch Goff, Samuel Fairbrother, George Mumford. 

Warren.—St. Mark’s Church. George Pearce, Hail 
Collins, Henry Bailey, George Wheaton. 

Tower Hitit.—St. Luke’s Church.—-William Henry 
Hazard. 

Woonsocxet.—St. James’ Church. Samuel Green, Eli 
Pond, Jr. Jesse Whiting. E eamh 

Portsmoutu.—St#. Paul’s Church. Joseph Childs, Geo. 
Faulkner, Benjamin Green, J..M. Keith. 

East-Greenwicu.—St. Luke’s Church. David Pinni- 
ger, Emery Fiske, Kingsley Bullock, Daniel Green. 

Lonspate.—-Christ’s Church. Timothy W. Dexter, 
Christopher C. Dexter, Jeremiah Whipple. ; 

Westeriy.—-Christ’s Church. William S. Thurston, 
Rowse Babcock, Jr. Edward W. Babcock, George D. 
Cross. 

Kineston.—St. Peter’s Church. Wilkins Updike, Jef- 
ferson Perkins, Thomas J. Keech. 

Mannsvitie.—Immanuel Church. Stephen Ervin, — 
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_Newporr, Turespay, June 9th, 1835. 

This being the day constitutionally appointed for the an- 
nual meeting of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the State of Rhode-Island, Morning prayer was 
attended in Zion’s Church, at half past 8 o’clock, A. M. 
being the place appointed by the last Convention. Prayers 
were read by the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, after which, proceed- 
ed to organize the Convention. The Right Rev. Bishop 
being absent, the Rev. Dr. Crocker was appointed to take 
the Chair. + 

The following Clergy, being all who were entitled to 
seats, answered to their names, viz: Rev. John Bristed, 
Joseph M. Brown, Nathan B. Crocker, D. D., John A. 
Clark, James W. Cooke, Erastus D’Wolf, John P. Fen- 
ner, George W. Hathaway, Ephraim Monroe, Sylvester 
Nash, Francis Peck, James Pratt, George Taft, John 
West, and Salmon Wheaton. 

As also the following Lay Delegates, viz: Alexander 
Jones, William G. Goddard, Stephen H. Cahoone, Robert 
Johnston, William M. Evans, Andrew A. Harwood, Wil- 
liam Pearce, Lemuel C, Richmond, Benjamin Hall, John 
_ G. Harding, Joshua B. Rathbone, Jacob Smith, Enoch 
Goff, Samuel Fairbrother, George Mumford, George S. 
Wardwell, George Pearce, Hail Collins, William Henry 
Hazard, Jesse Whiting, Joseph Child, George Faulkner, 
Benjamin Greene, Jr., M. Keith, David Pinniger, Emery 
Fiske, Kingsley Bullock, Stephen T. Northam, Samuel 
Whitehorne, George W. Sayer, and Charles H Mumford. 

The Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. was cleeted Pres- 
sident of the convention, and the Rey. Sree W. Hatha- 
way, was re-elected Secretary. 

The farther proceedings of the Canveniion: were here 
suspended, to attend public worship. The ante-commun- 
ion service was read, by the Rey. Mr. Wheaton, and the 
Convention Sermon preached, by the Rev. Mr. Clark, af- 
ter which, the holy communion was administered by the 
Rev. Mr. Wheaton, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Crocker. 

The services of the Sanctuary being concluded, the busi- 
ness of the Convention was resumed. The proceedings of 


the last Convention, and the Constitution wereread. Rev. 
Messrs Bristed and Clark, and William G. Goddard Esq. 
were appointed a Committee on the admission of new 
Churches. 

The above Committee made report, that teatinasiaile: 
agreeable to the cannons, had been presented to them, of 
the organization of the following Churches, which desired 
admission into this Convention: viz. Christ’s Church, 
Westerly, St. Peter’s Church, Kingston, and Immanuel 
Church, Mannsville; whereupon it was moved, that said re 
port be accepted, and the Churches named be admitted 
into the Convention. 

The following persons,then presented Certificates of their 
election, as Lay Delegates from said Churches, and took 
seats: viz. Christ’s Chureh Westerly—William T. Thurs- 
ton, Rowse Babcock, Jr. George D. Cross. St. Peter’s 
Church Kingston—Wilkins Updike, Jefferson Perkins,— 
Thomas J. Keech. 

Resolved, That the rules of order, adopted by the last 
Convention, be also adopted as the rules of order, for this 
Convention. (See Appendix, B.) 

Resolved, That the several committees be appoiieer ac- 
cording to the order of last year. 

Rev. Messrs. Bristed and Hathaway, and S. T. Northam, 
Esq. were appointed a committee to report on the unfinish- 
ed business ofthe Convention. Adjourned to meet at 3 


o’clock, P. M. 


Tuespay, 3 o’ctock P. M. 


Convention met according to adjournment. 

After Prayers, by the President, the minutes of the morn- 
ing session were read and approved. 

The Parochial Reports were now recieved and read.(See 
appendix A.) 

On motion, made and seconded, that the Parochial re- 
ports just received and read, be accepted, a debate ensued, 
which was suspended by the adjournment of the Convention, 
until to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. 
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Wepnegpay, 9 o’crocx, A. M. 

Convention met according to adjournment. 

After Prayers, by the Rey. Mr Nash, the proceedings 
of the last session were read and approved. 

Resolved,—That visiting Clergymen be entitled to take 
seats in the Convention; when the Rev. Mr. Niles of New- 
York, and Mr. Goodwin of Massachusetts, took seats. 

The motion made yesterday, and debated, with respect to 
the reception of the Parochial Reports, was again taken up, 
and further debated, when it was voted, that said Reports 
be accepted. 

Resolved, unanimously,—That the Parochial Reports be 
published. The Rev. Messrs Bristed and Hathaway, and 
George 8S. Wardwell, Esq. be a committee to review the 
Racovhial Reports, and make report to the Convention. 

Resolved,—That “tRe next annual Convention be held at 
St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich. 

The Convention adjourned, to offer an opportunity for 
the Education Society to hold their annual meeting. (See 
Appendix, F.) 

After the adjournment of the Education Society, the 
_ Convention again resumed its business. The Rev. Messrs 

Fenner, Nash, and West, and Judge Childs and Mr. Per- 
kins were appointed a committee, to nominate Clergymen, 
to be appointed to preach the Convention and Missionary 
sermons, for the next annual Convention. 

The committee on unfinished business made out the fol- 
lowing Report:—‘‘ That the last Diocesan Convention for 
the Eastern Diocese, referred to the action of the several 
State Conventions, the alterations in several of the Rubrics, 
as proposed by the last General Convention, and commu- 
nicated through the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold, by the Sec- 
retary of the General Convention, viz: 

1. Resolved,—the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies 
concurring ,—that it be made known to the several Diocesan 
Conventions, that it is hereby proposed for adoption, atthe 
next General Convention, to insert the following Rubric, 
after the ‘‘ Prayer to be used at the meetings of Conven- 
tion.’’—‘* During the period of the session of any General 
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or Diocesan Convention; the above prayer may be used by 
all the congregations of this Church, or of the Diocese con- 
cerned;’’ the clauses ‘‘ here assembled in thy name and 
presence,’’ being changed to ‘‘ now assembled inthy name 
and presence;’’ and the clause ‘‘ govern us in our present 
work;”’ to govern éhem in their present work.”’ | 

Resolved,—The House of Clerical and Lay Deputies con- 
curring,—that it be made known to the several Diocesan 
Conventions, that it is hereby proposed for adoption, at the 
next General Convention, to insert the said Prayer and 
Rubric at the end of the Prayers, upon several occasions, 
to be used before the two final prayers of morning and eve- 
ning service. (See Journal of General Convention, 1832, 
pp. 92 and 57.) 

Resolved, That, with the concurrence of the House of 
Clerical and Lay Deputies, it be made known to the con- 
ventions of the several Dioceses, that it is hereby proposed 
to alter the Rubric before the selection of Psalms, so as to 
read, ‘‘ the following selections of Psalms, or ahy one or 
more Psalms, or any portion of the 119th Psalm in the Psal- 
ter, may be used instead of the Psalms, for the day, at the 
discretion of the minister.’’ And that the fourth paragraph 
of the ‘‘ Order how the Psalter is appointed to be read,”’ be 
erased. (See Journal of General Convention, 1832, pp. 93, 
94.) 

Resolved,—The House of Clerical and Lay Deputies eon- 
curring,—that it be made knownto the Conventions of the - 
several Dioceses, that it is hereby proposed to alter the last 
Rubric before the communion service, by substituting the 
word right for the word worth. (See Journal of General: 
Convention, 1832, pp. 95, 94.) 

Your committee also report, that an amendment to the 
third article of the Constitution of the Church in this State, 
was proposed at the last Convention, and remains to be act- 
ed upon by this Convention. 

Your committee would further report, that the Church in 
this State, are indebted, for a pledge given to the Diccesan 
Convention, for the support of an assistant, to the Bishop: 
for the years 1832 and 1833, and your committee would 
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recommend, that measures be taken for the liquidation of 
the aforesaid unredeemed pledge. 

Your committee would also suggest the propriety of ap- 
pointing a committee, to devise and report some method for 
rendering our awttal Conventions’ more interesting, and 
profitable to the Church. 

Yours, respectfully, 
JOHN BRISTED, 
GEO. W. HATHAWAY, 
STEPHEN T. NORTHAM. 


The above réport was accepted. 


‘It was resolved, That the alterations proposed in the first 
resolution of the General Convention, as contained in the 
foregoing report, be approved by this Convention; that the 
alteration in the second resolution be not approved, and that 
in the third, be approved | 

Resolved, That the Convention assume, the pledge of one 
hundred dollars, made in behalf of the Church in this State, 
toward the support of an assistant to the Bishop, for the 
years 1832 and 1833. 3 

The Rey. Messrs. Pratt, West and Crocker, and Wil- 
kins Updike, Alexander Jones, Andrew A. Hayward and 
Rowse Babcock, Jr. were appointed a committee to devise 
and report some method, to render our Conventions more 
interesting and profitable to the Church. 

Voted, That the Treasurer be directed to pay the Secre- 
tary’s bill of postage for the last year. 

The Rev. Messrs. Clark and Hathaway, and George S. 
Wardwell, Esq. were appointed a committee for publishing 
the Journal of the Convention. 

Voted, That the Secretary be authorized to have the 
manuscript of the Journal prepared for the press, at the ex- 
pense of the Convention. 

Resolved, That 2000 copies of the Journal be published, 
and that each Church be allowed at least one hundred, and 

‘that the remaining numbers be left at the disposition of the 
publishing committee. 


The Treasurer made his annual Report, (see Appendix 
€) , 
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C.) which, having ‘been audited by a committee, was ae- 
cepted. | 

George S. Wardwell, Esq. was re-clected Treasurer, for 
the year ensuing. 

Stephen T. Northam, Andrew A. Harwood, George S. 
Wardwell, and William G. Goddard, Esq’rs. were appoint- 
ed a committee on the finances of the Convention. 

The Convention adjourned to meet at 4 past 2 o’clock. 


Wepnespay,-P. M. 1} past 2 o’clock. 
> 2 


Convention met according to adjournment. 

The minutes of the preceding session were read and ac- 
_cepted. 

Proceeded to the election of a Standing Committee for 
the ensuing year; and the following persons were elected: 
Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D., Rev. George Taft, and 
Rev. George W. Hathaway, ofthe Clergy; Benjamin Cow- 
ell, Resolved Waterman, and George Mumford, Esq’rs. of 
_ the Laity. 

The following persons were elected Delegates to the next 
General Convention, viz:—Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D.D. 
Rey. John West, Rev. Sylvester Nash, and Rev. George 
Taft, of the Clergy; Edward S. Wilkinson, Alexander 
Jones, Wilkins Updike, and Rowse Babcock, Jr. of the 
Laity. 

Resolved, That the Standing Committee be authorized to 
fill any vacancy in the delegation to the General Conven- 
tion. 

The committee appointed on the finances of the Conven- 
tion, made the following report: , 

Whereas, at the annual meeting of Diocesan Convention, 
holden in “Trinity Chureh, Boston, Sept. 26, 1832; it was 
resolved, that the sum of $400 be raised for providing for 
an assistant minister to the Bishop; and whereas, the 
Church Delegates from this State, namely, the Rey. Dr. 
Crocker and the Rey. Mr. Bristed, did pledge themselves 
to raise One hundred dollars toward the above sum, which 
pledge on their part has been redeemed by themselves, and 
now assumed by this Convention. We therefore recom- 
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mend that the following sums be apportioned among the 
churches, then represented in the Convention, from this 
State, and be repaid to the said Crocker and Bristed. 
Your committee beg leave, at the same time in the spirit 
of the report made at the Diocesan Convention of 1833, 
upon a similar subject, to subjoin the expression of an opin- 
ion, that although we disclaim the legal right of taxation, 
we have a surer hold upon the resources of the Church in 
this State, in the self-respect and concern it ought to feel, 
for the proper support of every branch ofits ecclesiastical 


interest. And do apportion the following sums: 

‘Trinity Church, Newport, $17 50. 
St. Michael’ ado: Bristol, 12:25 

St. Mark’s | do. Warren, 10 50 

St. John’s doe. Providence, 21 00 
Grace do. do. 21 00 
St. Paul’s do. North-Providence, 10 50 - 

St. Paul’s do. South-Kingstown, 5 25 

St. Luke’s do. Tower Hill, 3 50 

$101 50 


The committee would further report, that the same prin- 
ciple as expressed above, has actuated them in apportioning 
the sum necessary for defraying the incidental expenses of 
this Convention, for printing the Journal, &e. 


Trinity Church, Newport, $12 50 
Zion do. do. 12 50 
St. Michael’s, do. Bristol, 8 75 
St Mark’s do. Warren, 7 50 
St. John’s do. Providence, 15 00 
Grace do. do 15 00 
“St. Paul’s do. North Providence, 7 50 
St. James’ ~ do. Woonsocket, 3-95 
St. Paul’s do. North Kingston, 375 
Christ’s do. Lonsdale, B25 
St. Luke’s do. Kast Greenwich, 5 00 
st. Paul’s do. Portsmouth, a 10 
Corist’s do. Westerly, 3°75 
St. Luke’s do. Tower Hill, 2 50 
St. Peter’s do. Kingston, 2 50 
107 50 


AMl which is respectfully submitted by 
Ss. T. NORTHAM for the Committee 
Newport, June 10th, 1835. 
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The Committee to nominate Clergymento preach the Con- 
vention and Missionary Sermons for the next annual Con- 
vention, report the following;—That the Rev. Nathan B. 
Crocker, D. D. and the Rev. George W. Hathaway, his sub- 
stitute, preach the Convention sermon; and ‘the Rey. 
John West, and the Rev. James Pratt, his substitute, 
preach the Missionary sermon. 

Which Report was accepted, and the clergymen nomina- 
ted were accordingly elected. 

The Rev. John B. Fenner, and the Rey. James W. 
Cooke, his substitute, were appointed to preach the Bundey 
School sermon. 

The business of the Convention was suspended, to offer 
oppotunity for the annual meeting of the Rhode-Island Epis- 
copal Sunday School Union; and the Society for the bene- 
fit of the Widow’s and Orphans of deceased Clergymen. 

The business of these societies being finished, (See ap- 
pendix D and E) the Convention again resumed its procee- 
dings. 

Resolved,—That the Constitution of the Society for the 
relief of the Widow’s and Orphans of deceased Clerg ymen, 
be published with the Journal of this Convention. 

The Committee appointed to devise and report some meth- 
od for rendering the future meetings of this Convention more 
interesting and more profitable to the Church, respectfully 
report the following reccommendations.—1. That at the 
opening of each Convention, the Bishop or person who may 
preside, be requested by the Convention rigidly to enforce 
the rules of order, and especially, that which says, ‘‘ no per- 
son shall ect more than twice on the same question, with- 
out leave,’’ and that he be assured, that the Canienian will 
support him in pursuing this course. 

2. That the business of the Convention be transacted in 
the same order, as at the Convention of 1835,—holden at 
Newport. 

In relation to religious services, they would recommend, 
that during the sitting of the Convention, there should be 
continued public exercises in some place, apart from that | 
_where the business meetings are held; as many persons 
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from neighboring places attend upcn these occasions, it is” 
thought by your committee, that this last suggestion will 
tend much to increase the interest and usefulness of the 
Conyentions in this State. _ 
All which is respectfully submitted, 
JAMES PRATT, 

In behalf of the Committee. 

Which report was accepted. 

The following resolution was presented by Wilkins Up- 
dike, Esq. which, after debate, was postponed to the next 
Annual Convention: | 

Resolved, That at the meeting of the next Annual State 
Convention, said Convention organize in conformity to the 
usages of the Legislature of this State. The clerical dele- 
gates to assemble in the Senate Chamber, at East-Green- 
wich, the Bishop, ex-officio,’ President thereof, and in his 
absence, the senior member present, to preside. The Lay 
delegates to assemble in the Representatives’ Chamber, 
and organize by choosing Speaker and Clerk. 

The Rey. Messrs. Crocker, Clark and West were ap- 
pointed a committee to draw up a report of the state of the 
Church in Rhode-Island, for the use of the next General 
Convention. 

The minutes of the proceedings of the Convention were 
then read, and approved. 

After singing the 133d, Ps., and Prayer and Benediction, 
by the President, the Convention adjourned sine die. 


GEO. W. HATHAWAY, Secretary. 


APPENDIX A. 


ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 
REV. JOHN BRISTED, RECTOR, 


The undersigned reports to the Convention of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, in Rhode-Island, during the last 
year, jive persons have been baptised; two adults and three 
infants; marriages three; burials len; communicants added, 
eleven; of which two dead and ene removed, leaves the whole 
number of communicants two hundred and twenty eight. As 
a counterpoise, for the present cold and lifeless state of the 
Church, we must remember with gratitude the divine bless- 
ing, in years that are past; and that we have now twice the 
number of communicants, and more than twice the number 
of hearers, found at the close of the year 1829, when the 
undersigned first took charge of the Parish. The religious 
services are, onthe Lord’sday, prayer and preaching three 
times; a Bible class, Tuesday evening; a conference-meet- | 
ting Saturday evening; a Missionary coacert-meeting, on 
the first Monday of each month; a prayer-meeting by the 
female commuicants, onthe Monday evening of each week, 
except the first; occasional prayer-meetings by the male 
communicants; together with as much Pastoral visiting as 
the Rector’s impairedhealth, and incessant occupation will 
allow. Onthe Wednesday ofeach week, the female Mis- 
‘sionary Society meets to work for the R. I. Clerical Convo- 
cation, into whose treasury, they have poured two hundred 
and fifty dollars, during the last year. Our Education Soci- 
ety, sustains at Bristol College, in Pennsylvania, a Bene- 
ficiary, with a view to his taking orders in our Church. 
- For an account of the Sunday School, reference is made 
tothe report ofthe Superintendent, who méets the Teach- 
ers for mutual. improyement, on Friday evening of each 
week. 
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~ Ais it not lamentable, to see so “much unsieadiness in the 
Religion of professing Christians? to sce sometimes, much 
good affected in a brief period; then perceive professors, - 
so soon, become weary of well doing, sink down into a long 
season of coldness and barrenness andapathy? Wiy do they 
thus invalidate the promises, recorded in the word of God? 
Jehovah promises to all faithful believers, that they them- 
selves, shall continually grow in grace, and in the knowl- 
edge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ; and likewise, be 
instruments in his hand, to wake-up-their perishing fellow 
sinners from natural death-sleep, in trespasses and guilt, 
into spiritual life. Nowifthese promises are believed, and 
acted upon, how is it, that in our churches, there are so 
many long intervals of drowsiness and deadness, with an 
occasional short scason of excitement and revival? In a 
real revival of religion, professors merely do, what they 
ought always to do—love God and care for the souls of men. 
Every believer is required, both by the law and the Gospel, 
to love God ,with all his heart, and soul, and mind and 
strength; and to love his neighbor as himself. Isit allow- 
able to intermit these duties? to love God much at one time, 
and love him little, at another time? Is it allowable, at one 
time to be anxious for the salvation of sinners; and at anoth- 
_er time to care nothing about their eternal interests? are 
their souls in danger today and not in danger tomorrow; or 
the next week—-or month--or year--ifstill unconverted? Why 
should professors watch and pray, and labor, for their con- 
version at one time, and do nothing for their conversion at 
another time? A revival of religion always implies a pre- 
vious declension of religion in the hearts of professors;— 
implies that they have grown cold, and careless and luke- 
warm, and worldly minded. If Professors generally, were 
awake at all times, to a sufficient sense of thet own duties 
and privileges, and the precious promises of God, there 
would be no occasion for the periodical excitement, and 


momentary movements now known under the name of re- 
vivals, 


But the whole Church of God would be so enlightened 
in their understanding,—so fortified in. their resolution ;— 
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so full of faith, and Jove and zeal, and patience and perse- 
verance, that instead of occasional excitements, followed by 
long and dreary intervals of drowsiness, and sloth, and 
deadness, the waters of salvation would flow onward, ina 
continual calm and peaceful current—wafting in one un- 
broken, untroubled stream into the ark of safety, multitudes 
of immortal souls;—-until the whole earth shall be full of- 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea. 


JOHN BRISTED, Rector. 
June 9th, 1835. 


REPORT OF ST. MICHAEL’s SUNDAY SCHOOL, BRISTOL. 


The school is composed of 1 Superintendant and 1 Assis- 
tant, 1 Librarian and 1 Assistant; and is divided into 29 
classes; 13 male and 16 female, which will average 6 schol- 
ars toaclass; whole number of scholars about 175, of whom 
about 150 attend regularly in good weather. Our studies con- 
sist ofthe Union Questions; Hymns and portions of Scripture 
committed tomemory. 26 of the teachers are professors of 
religion. There is a Bible class of young ladies, all of 
whom with their teacher, appear to take great interest and 
satisfaction, in the study of the Scriptures. There are 2 
colored classes, who are very anxious to improve, and get 
their lessons well. The teachers meet once a week, in 
which duties, much interest is manifested in hearing and 
asking questions, and comparing the Scriptures, &c. 

There appears to be an increasing interest, in both teach- 
ers and scholars, for the gaining of instruction. Our school 
has never been better attended than the last year. Though 
we cannot say that there has been any conversions since 
our last report, yet we fee] not discouraged, but glad of an 
opportunity of endeavoring to direct the youthful mind to 
their Creator, and hoping in his mercy and the merits of 
the blessed Saviour, that he will grant unto us his saving 
grace, that many may yet be led to embrace him, as their 
all, and in all, to the salvation of the soul, for which we 
humbly ask an interest in your prayers. 

Respectfully yours, GEO. B. MONRO, 

‘ -Mssistant Superintendant. 

Our Library contains about 400 volumes. 
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ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, WOONSOCKET FALLS. 


REV. JOSEPH M. BROWN, RECTOR. 


In presenting a report of this Parish, the writer cannot 
tell of such signal blessings, as have fallen upon others; 
yet, he feels that there is abundant cause for gratitude and 
praise. Angels rejoice over one sinner that repenteth, and 
we give glory to God, that some precious souls have been 
*« plucked as brands from the burning,’’ and have been made 
fo rejoice in believing in a crucified Saviour. 

Four individuals have been admitted into the church. 
The present number of communicants is thirty. There 
have been four baptisms—six confirmations—fourteen mar- 
riages—and fifteen funerals. ' 

One of the most important points in which the goodness 
of God has been manifested, and which deserves particular 
notice at this time, and which should cause the heart of ev- 
ery Christian to glow with gratitude to the Great Giver of 
every good and perfect gift, is the fact, that a number of 
persons, who have heretofore been more or less under the 
blighting influence of scepticism, have enlisted under the 
banner of Christ. Some have already become communi- 
-eants, and others are evidently advancing in the good work. 

It is a subject of remark, in the village, that the mild and 
charitable tone of the Church service, has softened many 
hearts, which have heretofore remained callous to thepreach- 
ing of the Cross, by other denominations. However, we 
do not wish to glory in ourselves, or in our order, but in 
Christ, the Great Head of the Church, to whom with the 
Father and Holy Spirit be all the praise, 

The services on Sunday, are generally well attended. 
A prayer-meeting is held on Monday evening. We have 
a Sunday School and a very interesting Bible Class, in 
which, I have passed some of my happiest hours; from 
which, there is reason to hope, that the happiest results will 
follow. On the first. Monday evening of the month, it is 
our custom to meet for the purpose of particularly invoking 
the blessing of God upon Missions, and also to communi- 
cate missionary intelligence. 
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In regard to pecuniary matters, we are happy to state, 
that there has been some improvement. The Ladies’ sew- 
ing circle, from the avails of their industry, have paid into 
the funds of the Convocation, thirty dollars and eighty cents. 
Within a few months, a juvenile circle has been formed, 
with a design to aid the Convocation. 

For the salary of the minister, more than double the a- 
mount of any previous year, has been subscribed. 

The Pews remaining unsold, and which rented last year 
for one hundred and thirteen dollars, rent this year for two 
hundred and ten dollars. 

Thus, under the blessing of our Heavenly Father, while 
other denominations have been growing up around us, the 
interest for St. James’ has not at all diminished; and that his 
favoring hand may still be nigh, to cause her to increase in 
numbers and graces, is the daily fervent prayer of the Ree- 
tor. JOHN M. BROWN. 

June 9th, 1838. 


ST? JOHN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


REV. NATHAN B. CROCKER, D. D. RECTOR. 


The Records of St. John’s Church, shews of Baptisms ‘. 
Infants, 10; Adults, 10. 

Of Communicants added, nineteen, besides a aja from 
other churches. Whole number, about 170. Confirmed 27. 

Marriages 12; Burials 11. | 
, , N. B. CROCKER. 
June 9th, 1835. 


GRACE CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. . 
REV. JOHN A. CLARK, RECTOR. 


It is a truth‘upon which we are often led to reflect, and 
never without adoring admiration, that, ‘‘ Tho’ Paul plants 
and Appollos waters, God alone giveth the increase.””— 
Every additional year’s experience in the ministerial work, 
brings to us fresh proof, and augmented conviction, that it is 
not by human might, or power, but by the Spirit of God, 
that souls are won to Christ. 

With this truth before us, upon a review of our labors 
uring the past year, we see new cause to adore the good- 
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mess of God ; for he has continued to bless the feeble in- 
strumentality, that has been employed; and for his own 
glory, gathered new subjects of grace, from among the dis- 
obedient and rebellious. _ | 

Though during the last Conventional year, there has not 
been as large accessions to the list of our Communicants, 
as during some former years; and though death has smit- 
ten down some of the flock, and others have been removed 
from us by change of residence, the vacancies thus made, 
have more than been filled, by those who have left the ranks 
of the impenitent and given themselves up in Covenant te 
to the Lord. 

The number of Communicants reported last year was 218. 
We are now able to report 266. As we have to record the 
decease of sir, and the removal of nine, it will appear that 
63 have been added during the year. 

- As my connection with this Parish is about to be dissolv- 

ed, you will permit me here to record ‘‘to the praise of the 
Glory of God’s 'grace,’’ and for the encouragement of my 
successers, the following facts in relation to this interesting 
field of labor. 

From Nev. 1832, to June 1833, there were added to our 
little band of communicants, then consisting of only 42, 
i17 new members. From June 1833, to June 1834, there 
were added 82, and from June 1834, to June 1835, as above 
stated, there have been added 63; making the whole access- 
ion during two years and seven months, 262 souls. Of these 
seventeen were members of other Churches, who brought 
from their respective Churches, certificates of their regular 
standing. ‘Twenty-five had previously been communicants 
in the Episcopal Church. The remaining 220, have been 
brought from the-world to take their place with the People 
of God. Though it must ever be expected, that Tares will 
be found among the Wheat, I believe that I may with truth, 
say, that the great body of our communicants, furnish by 
their consistent and devoted lives, strong reasons to lead us 
to hope, that they are ‘‘ Such as shall be saved.”’ 

It is not among the least-gratifying fruits of ministerial 
labor, in this Parish, that since my connection with it, the 
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attention of not less than six young men, has been directed 
towards the ministry, who are now, either actually engaged 
in preparation for the sacred office, or are designing speed- 
‘ily to enter upon preparatory studies. 

During thejpastfyear, we think there has been among us 
an evident increase of Missionary Spirit. Besides liberal 
contributions to the young men’s Bible Society, and the 
Society for the distribution of Tracts, in this city, the La- 
dies have contributed @55, for foreign distribution among 
the Heathen. $450, have been raised for supporting Mis- 
sions in this State. $175 for supporting a Missionary in Il- 
linois. $100 forthe China Missions. $100 for educating 
pious ‘young men for the ministry; besides liberal donations . 
to several other benevolent objects. 

It is'with deep and heartfelt regret, that 1am led to yield, 
to what to me, appears manifest duty, in severing myself from 
this Parish andthe beloved brethren who compose this Con- 
vention. ‘To my latest day I shall retain for them, individ- 
ually and as a body, the most affectionate remembrance. 
And I trust, that though laboring in another part of the 
Vineyard, I shall sometimes be remembered by them -when 
they bow before the mercy seat in prayer. 

The desultory statistical accounts, given above, will be 
better exhibited in the following tabular view. 


Communicants Nov. 1832: - 3 ‘ 42 
Added upto June, 1833. - - ~ SuaeNF 
sta ee do 1834, oe a 2 82 
ROI TS tee do 18365. - - = 63 
In all -° 304. 


The present number is 266. : 
Baptisms up to June 1833, 84 Adults, 55 Infants, 29 
LO cs hale June 1834, -85 “do "66°" "do . 2u 
do ie June 1835, 49" do’ 29-7 ga... oo 
, Inall 218 do 140 do 78. 
Confirmations during the last year 40. Marriages 6. 
Burials 12. Confirmation during the above period has 
been administered to 216. . i 
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The Sunday Schools connected with this Parish contin- 
ues to be in a flourishing condition. 

Whole number of scholars, - ~ ~ 210 

Average attendance, - - - 120, 

Teachers; Males 12. Females 21; whole number 33. 

“Volumes in the Library 250. 

There has been a good deal of seriousness among the 
children, since the last annual report, and not less than five 
have given evidence of true conversion. 

The Adult colored school continues-to be avirishlag! and 
the instruction there delivered has been blessed, during the 
last year, to the salvation of several who have attended 


upon it. 
Whole number of Scholars - - - 98 
Average attendance ~ - - - 56 
Teachers aie - - - - Q) 
Tune 9th. 1835. JOHN A. CLARK. — 


CHRIST'S CHURCH LONSDALE- 
REV. JAMES W. COOKE, MINISTER. 

This parish, during the past year, has experienced re- 
-newed evidence of the goodness of the Lord. The effort, 
which at the last Convention, it was stated, was about to be 
made for the erection of a church, has proved successful. 
Through the kindness of friends in Providence, Newport, 
Bristol, Warren, and New-York, upwards of one thou- 
sand dollars have been contributed to this object; in addit- 
ion tothe sum subscribed by the parish, and by the Lons- 
dale Company. The church when finished will cost about 
six thousand dollars, being some what more than was at 
first contemplated, the proposed plan of the building hay- 
ing been subsequently enlarged. it is very similar in its 
structure and arrangement to the church in which we now 
_ are assembled,* being fifty three feet wide, by seventy feet in 
length; containing ninety six pews on the lower floor and 
a spacious gallery at the end opposite the pulpit. The 
basement story of the church is already completed; and the 
‘ecture room will be occupied by the. congregation on Sun- 
day next. Besides the lecture room, the basement story- 


* Zion Chureh, Newport. 
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contains aroom for an infant Sunday School, and a vestry 
room. It is expected that the church will be ready for con- 
secration by the last of July or the first of August. The 
Lonsdale Company, who withan enlarged liberality have al- 
ready contributed two thousand dollars towards the erec- 
tion’of this church, have also engaged to present the Society 
with the lot on which the church stands, and to enclose it 
with a suitable fence. | : 

This parish has been sustained up to the present time by 
the R. I. Convocation; after the consecration of the Church, 
it is expected that the parish will prove abundantly able 
to support itself; and it is hoped that the Convocation will 
find it an active auxiliary in their benevolent associations. 

During the past year, upwards of two hundred dollars 
have been contributed to religious objects, this sum has 
been expended chiefly through the medium of the R. I. con- 
vocation, the Domestic and Foreign Missionsary Society, 
and the Sunday school. When it is remembered, that 
- eighteen months ago there was not a single communicant 
of the church in this parish, and that no-interest was felt in 
the cause of Missions, it will be seen that we have much 
reason for gratitude, that we have been enabled to do even 
thus much in the cause of the Redeemer. The burden, or 
rather I should say, the privilege, has fallen to the lot of a 
few, in comparison with the large congregation who wor- 
ship here; but we trust that these have felt that it is indeed 
more blessed to give than to receive. 

Of the above sum, more than one half has been raised by 
the ladies sewing circle, which is composed partly of sub- 
scription members, and partly of those who meet weekly, 
to work for the objects of the society. It is confidently 
hoped that in time, the ladies will be able to pay back into 
the treasury of the convocation all that the parish has re- 
ceived. We trust that they will regard this as adebt which 
will be cheerfully discharged. 

A second branch of the sewing circle has been formed 
in a remote part of the parish, the proceeds of which will.be 
chiefly devoted to foreign missions. 

In spiritual things, wehave not been so much blessed dur- 
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ing the past year, as in the year previous. Still we have 
much cause for gratitude. ‘The congregation has gradually 
increased. There has been no time, when there have not 
been some inquiring the way of salvation. The number 
benefitted by the ministrations of the gospel in this parish, 
cannot be known from the reputed list of communicants. 
Some leave the village without connecting themselves with 
the church, and some unite with other denominations. 
There are at present, eight or nine candidates for baptism; 
and for admission into the church. 

The Sunday School still continues a most interesting field 
of labor. Eight scholars have become pious during the past 
year, and two teachers. 

The religious exercises during the week, in addition to 
those of Sunday, have generally been as follows. 

On the first Monday evening of each month, the concert 
of prayer in behalf of missions, when a collection is taken 
up inaid of the object. On Tuesday evening of each week, 
a meeting especially for the seriously impressed. On 
Wednesday evening alternately, the lecture and Bible class» 
On Thursday evening, meeting of the Sunday School teach- 
ers, when the lesson for the following Sunday is made the 
subject of examination. On Friday evening, I have preach- 
ed a few times in a remote part of the parish; I would also 
state, that there is now a Bible class, composed of upwards 
of 20 gentlemen and a few ladies, that meet on this evening, 
for mutual instruction, in the neighborhood of Arnoldsville. 
On Saturday afternoon there is a female prayer, meeting. 

There have been baptized 14, (12 adults, 2 infants;) ad- 
mitted to Communion 16; confirmed 33; deceased 2; pres- 
ent number of communicants $5; funerals 2; marriages 2; 
number of Sunday School scholars, including young ladies 
Bible class, 22, and others, 108; School No. 2, 30: Total 
160. Teachers 17—5 males, 12 females. 

JAMES W. COOKE, Missionary. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, TOWER HILL. 


REV. ERASTUS D’WOLF, MINISTER. 


The undersigned would respectfully report to the Conven- 
tion, his labors in the Vineyard of his Lord and Master. 
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My services, for the past year, have been divided, . be- 
tween three different places, each of which, I shall mention 
in order, 

It is well known to most of this body, that I wa Ne | 
about seven months of the year in. Westerlys A Parish was 
not organized while I was there, as it was not thought best 
-by the friends of the Church. . What the Lord has done for 
that beloved people, I leave for their present minister to 
state. While there, through the Lord’s merciful goodness, 
some souls, I trust, were given me as seals of my ministry. 
Six became hopeful subjects of saving Grace. The only 
house of Worship in the village, was occupied a part of 
the time, by ministers of other denominations, it being a 
free house, and consequently, my labors were considerably 
interrupted. But I believe some little good was done inthe 
name of Jesus. Isold and gave away many prayer books, 
and circulated many tracts. 

I received last autumn, a unanimous call, from St. Luke’ s 
Church, Tower Hill, to become again their minister. This 
invitation was accepted... With new hopes and _ better pros- 
pects, I entered upon my duties. I believe the hand of God 
was in this measure. Souls have been awakened, and 
brought to the knowledge of the truth. . 

Hight Adults have been baptized. Several more are 
subjects of divine grace. | 

The present number of communicants, 17... The People 
of this long neglected Parish, begin in some measure, to 
awake to righteousness. ‘They are building a Parsonage, 
which will cost several hundred dollars. . It will, when fin- 
ished be an ornament to the place, and a monument of the 
praise-worthy zeal of the few, who bear the burden. It is 
truly said, that this Parish is in a more prosperous condit- 
ion, than it ever was before. We have a Sabbath School 
consisting of 30 children, and six pious teachers, anda Lib- — 
rary, of about 40 volumes, We also have a Bible Class. 

With respectto my third field of labor, the village of King- 
ston, I will briefly state ; that for five months, I preached 
at this place. The Church was very little known, in this 
part of South Kingston, although many of the people were 
descendents from Church families. 
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The Lord seemed to open the way before us, and to make 
the path of duty plain. A Parish was organized, and my 
labors were not altogether in vain, inthe Lord. In March, 
my Brethren of the Convocation met inthe village; after 
two days services, the Convocation adjourned. But so 
great was the interest, upon earnest solicitation, some 
three or four brethren remained, some days preaching 
the Gospel to large’ congregations of awakened sinners, 
seeking the way of life and salvation; between forty and 
fifty were hopefully converted. Nineteen of which were 
added to the holy communion. 

J left this station about four months ago. That the Lord 
would continue to add to this number, of such as shall be 
saved, is the humble prayer of their unworthy brother and 
servant in Christ. ~The whole number of Baptisms in the 
places mentioned above, 18 Adults. Burials5. Marriages 
6. Baptisms in St. Luke’s Church, Tower Hill, 8 Adults. 
Present number of communicants L7. 

ERASTUS D’WOLF. 
Minister of St Luke’s Church, Tower Hill. 
June 9th, 1830. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH. 
J, P. FENNER, RECTOR, 

The Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, respeci- 
fully reports to the Convention, that during the past year, 
(the second year of the existence ofthe Church) divine ser- 
vice, and the preaching of the Gospel, have been regularly 
maintained, twice on the Lord’sday. Inthe evening, there 
has been a meeting for religious worship at private houses. 
The Sunday School has been maintained during the winter, 
as well as the summer, notwithstanding the difficulties atten- 
dant on doing so, among a scattered population... The Min- 
ister superintends the school, teaches a class in it, and al- 
ways addresses the scholars. There is a Bible Class held 
weekly, which is open to all, and in which there is given a 
thorough course of instruction. ‘There are also held a lec- 
ture in private houses during the week, a weekly meeting 
for prayer, for the Divine Blessing on the Ministers labors, 
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a monthly missionary meeting, and during the summer and 
autumn, a weekly meeting of the Convocation Society. 

Fifty copies of the excellent and cheap edition of the Bi- 
ble, published by the auxilliary New-York Bible and Prayer 
Book Society, have been sold, also Prayer Books, Bible 
question books and Bible Dictionaries, and works on ex- 
perimental and practical piety, and religious and temper- 
ance tracts have been circulated. 

The pews are nearly all either sold or let, and the time 
is not far distant, when it will be necessary to enlarge the 
Church. An eligible site has been purchased for a burial 
place, and the church is about to be raised and accommoda- 
tions be provided under it, for the meetings of the vestry 
of the Bible class and Sunday School. 

Many and great obstacles render the progress of religion, 
and of the Church, in this place slow. It is however, steady 
and sure. ‘There has been marked outward reformation; 
the Lord’s day is more regarded; public worship is better 
attended; intemperance and immorality are diminishing 
prejudices against the church are gradually wearing away ; 
of this fact, almost every additional commmunicant, is a stg- 
nal witness. The scriptural liberality of the church, which, 
while she is* ‘‘firm as a rock in maintaining all the essen- 
tials of christianity,’’ allows her members to differ harmoni- 
ously on subordinate subjects, and* ‘‘ discarding and detes- 
ting all pride and bigotry, sectarianism and party spirit, sets 
forward quietness, peace and love, among all christian peo- 
ple; her evangelical liturgy, so instrumental in preserving 
and reviving the true doctrines of Eternal Life,” and in main- 
taining unity and order in her communion; and her form of 
church government, so analogous to that of the United 
States, and of the several states, giving the Laity their due 
influence in the concerns of the church, are begining to be 
known and appreciated, so that very many acknowledge that 
no other denomination coming in the form of a new congre- 
gation, would have been so well received in the community. 
The Liturgy is felt to be adapted to both the young convert 
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and the engaged christian, which prove that the charge of 
formality, so commonly alleged against it, arrises from ig- 
norance of its real character, and sometimes from a low 
_ state of piety, so far beneath its spirit, as to be inadequate 
to sympathise with its truly humble, but lofty devotion. 
' Particular regard is had by the minister of St. Paul’s, to 
the youth and children, who are here, emphatically, ‘‘ the 
hope ofthe church”’ . Through the Sunday School and Bible 
classes, especially, there is disseminating abroad, a sound 
and thorough course of scripture instruction, which, under 
the influences of the holy and blesed spirit, is to renew and 
sanctify and save the rising generation. The tree of spir- 
dlual life is thus sending downward, and around its roots, 
and is ere long to shoot upward and‘spread abroad far 
and wide, its branckes and foilage. Under its shade mul- 
titudes on multitudes in successive generations, are to rest 
and be refreshed by its fruit, until they sit down to re- 
pose forever, and ‘‘toeat ofthe tree of” eternal‘‘ life, which 
is in the midst of the Paradise of God.” 
Baptized, Adults 3. Infants 1. Total - - 4A 
Confirmed - - : - - 6 
 Communicants added 6. Removed 2. Deceased 1.— 
Present number 15. Sunday School Teachers 5. Scholars 


20 to 45. Marriages 8. Burials 3. 
J. P. FENNER. 


June 9th, 1835. 
ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


REV. GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, RECTOR. 


Marriages 7; Burials 7; Baptisms—Adults 26; Infants 

1; Total 37; Confirmed 63; added to the communion 36, 
present number of communicants 112. 

God of his infinite mercy and goodness, continues to 
smile upon us; a delightful harmony prevails, and many 
temporal and spiritual mercies have been enjoyed. There 
has been during the year, a continued awakened attention 
to the interests of religion, and every month there have been 
some born, as we trust, into the Kingdom of Heaven, ‘‘wit- 
nessing a good confession before many witnesses,” a good 


degree of interest still continues, and, I trust, will as long | 
as our little band of brethren continues as faithful and pray- 
erful as many of them have thus far. 

The enlargement of our church, spoken of in our last re- 
port, as commenced, has been completed; by which, the 
church with the pulpit and desk, has been much improved, 
and twenty-four pews added to the lower floor, besides an 
enlargement of the gallery. Twenty of the new pews haye 
been sold, and the remainder rented. The church has been 
new-furnished with carpets, cushions &c., and a handsome 
set ofnew lamps. The congregation has considerably in- 
creased during the past year, and the church since its en- 
largement, is alyout as well filled as before. 

Our Missionary Society is flourishing, and has been en- 
abled to do twice as much, during the past year, asthe pre- 
vious ones; and that, entirely without solicitations, but, as 
free will offerings, at our monthly concerts of prayer. 

Our Ladies’ society continue their efforts, and are now 
laboring for missionary purposes, .which they have not be- 
fore done. Their labors of love, will, I trust, as 1 feel that 
they heretofore have done, redound with great good to them- 
selves; and here I would remark, as a subject of deep re- 
gret, that all our Ladies cannot feel the same degree of in- 
terest. If all our Ladies in the different congregations, felt 
the same deep interest, that some feel, what a different as- 
pect would our missionary operations, yea, our whole church 
assume. . 

Our Sunday School consists of 140 scholars, and 17 
teachers, besides the superintendent and librarian. The 
Sunday School library containing 187 volumes. The teach- 
ers are furnished with a copy each, ofthe ‘‘ Family Visiter,”’ 
and such of the children as can read, with ‘‘ The Children’s 
Magazine,’ both published, at the Protestant Episcopal - 
Press in New-York, and as we think, most important aux- 
iliaries in the Sunday School. Our school has been very 
much blessed Zwelve of those who are and have been teach- 
ers, and eight scholars, have in the hope of charity, during 
the past year, been renewed in the spirit of their minds, and 
united. themselves to the Church. Our ordinary religious 
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services, besides the morning and evening service in the 
church on sundays, are, a social meeting in the lecture room 
on Sunday evening, as also on Thursday evening; a prayer 
meeting Tuesday evenings, as also a part of the year on Sat- 
urday evenings, and Sunday morning at 9 o’clock. We ob- 
serve the monthly concert of prayer for missions, on the 
first Monday evening of every month, as also that for Sun- 
day Schools, on the second Monday evening, and in con- 
nection with ‘‘the Warren Seamen’s Friend’s Society,’’ 
the monthly concert of prayer for Seamen, on the third Mon- 
day which is participated in, by the other denominations, — 
and held at the different houses of worship in rotation. 

On Wednesday evening, I meet the young ladies Bible 
class, at the lecture room. All our meetings are general- 
ly well attended; have been highly spiritual and interesting, 
and much blest. 

GEORGE W. HATHAWAY. 

June 9th, 1835. © 


IMMANUEL’S CHURCH, MANSVILLE. 
REV. EPHRAIM MUNROE, MINISTNR. 


The undersigned having engaged as missionary in the 
service of the R. I. Clerical Convocation, about the middle 
of July last, was employed for two months in supplying the 
destitute Parishes in the State. In September following, 
it being understood that the services of an Episcopal cler- 
gyman would be acceptable at Mansville, a village in Smith- 
field, about twelve miles north from Providence; and ar- 
rangements having been made for the purpose, I went there 
under the direction of the Convocation; and have since 
officiated in the place, with some few exceptions, regularly 
on Sundays. The services are held in a commodious build- 
ing originally designed by the proprietors of the village, for 
the two-fold purpose of a school-house and place for pub- 
lic worship. The house, though not large, is neat and con- 
venient, having a desk or pulpit, with a small gallery, and 
is gratuitously loaned to the use of the worshipers. Al- 
though at our commencement we found none among the 
people sufficiently familiar with the Prayer-Book, to lead 
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in the responses, and our services were entirely new to 

nearly all who.attended, yet by a willingness to learn, on 

_ the part of many, they soon became able to bear a part in 

our common worship, and at present have much the appear- 

ance of an episcopal congregation. And although we have , 
had in this place, no individual cases of interest, but the re- 

sults that may have been produced, are entirely of a gen- 
eral character, yet we think there is evidently on the part 
of our hearers, more sober attention, and more of a dispo- 
sition to listen to the preaching of the gospel than when we 

commenced. We have a Sunday School of seventy schol- 
ars, with six teachers. - 

It is the desire of the people in the village to have the 
gospel permanently established among them, and with this 
view, two or three meetings were held by them, during 
the past week. The result of which, after examining the 
Constitution and Canons of the general and State Comven- 
tions, was the organization of the Parish, to be known by 
the name of Immanuel’s Church. ‘The form of an act of in- 
corporation, to be forwarded to the General Assembly, was 
drawn up, approved, and placed in the hands of a commit- 
tee. A delegate was chosen to attend this Convention, and 
as has been witnessed by the proceedings of to-day, after 
presenting the usual testimonials, this parish has been ad- 
mitted into union with this body. From the above brief 
sketch, it will be seen that this church has only commenced. 
We can only add that in this place there appears opened to 
us a door of usefulness; and we would commend our peo- 
ple and our efforts to the prayers and sympathies of those 
who enjoy the privileges of the gospel, and know the value 
of christian fellowship. E. MUNROE, 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, EAST-GREENWICH. 
REV. S. NASH, MINISTER. 

With gratitude to the Author of grace, the undersigned 
would acknowledge that the hope expressed at the close of 
the last report, has been realised. 

Thirty five members have been added to the communion, 
and others still, it is hoped, are enquiring. The Bible class 
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has been steadily continued, and the interest in it does not 
appear to abate. The ladies bolonging to the sewing Soci- 
ety, have continued their exertions with untiring industry; 
and the Lord has blessed their labors. The Sunday School 
has been blessed, and is still, we trust, doing good; five of 
the teachers and ten of the scholars, are numbered among 
the converts ofthe past year. The monthly concerts have 
been tegularly observed, and other occasional meetings 
have been held by the members for religious services. 

The undersigned would remark, that in relation to this 
church, the circumstances which deserve notice, and calk — 
for peculiar gratitude to the head of the church, are, the 
continued operations of the Holy Spirit, the eminent suc-. 
cess of the ladies sewing Society, and the goodness of God 
towards the Sunday School. There has been no time since 
the last Convention, when there were not some convicted 
sinners seeking mercy; and many give serious and constant 
attention to the services, who have not yet made known the 
state of their feelings. The ladies, from a very small and 
feeble beginning, have returned to the R. I. Convocation, 
nearly half of the money paid by the Convocation to. the 
- Rector. And as respects the Sunday School, the fact of so 


many convertions, speaks for itself 
There have been of Baptisms, adults 24, infants 1; Con-. 


fi rmations 30; Funerals 8. Marriages 2; Removals 1. 
There are now Communicants 41; Sunday School Schol- 
ars 76; witha Library of near 200 volumes. 
S. NASH. 
June 9th, 1835. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, WICKFORD. 
REV. FRANCIS PECK, RECTOR. 


The religious aspect of this parish; when a year since, as 
the Missionary of the. Rhode-Island Convocation, I entered 
upon the discharge of my duties, was by no means encour- 
aging. A combination of circumstances, unfavorable to 
the best interest of the church, had been long in operation; 
its most devoted friends were, in a great measure, discour- 
aged from further effort. But the causes have been re- 
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moved; although at present, far behind many of our sister 
churches, of more recent organization. In reviewing the — 
events of the past year, we have reason to thank God, and 
take courage. Any very material advance in this portion 
of our zion, must however, be the.work of years, of patient, 
faithful, self-denying effort; with this, and the favor of Him, 
in whose hands are the hearts of all men, we think there 
can be no doubt of ultimate success. 

There are several circumstances of encouragement, found 
in a more general attention to religion, a more reverent re- 
gard for the sabbath, and a more devoted spirit among those 
who are the professed followers of the Lord Jesus. A dis- 
position is manifested to approach nearer to the standard of 
the christians duty and privilege. 

Our services during the week, are, alecture, and a meet- 
ing for the benefit of the teachers of our Sunday School. 
A portion oftime is also set apart for conversation with those 

who may be enquiring for the way of life. 

Recently, an effort has been -made to carry the gospel in- 
to the adjacent country, where many, on account of distance 
and other causes, are prevented from attending services in 
the village. This effort has been successful. The Sabbath 
School enrols about 60 scholars, nearly all of whom are in 
regular attendance; They are instructed by 11 teachers, 
several of whom have recently become hopefully pious. 

Baptisms—adults 6; children 7. Original number of 
communicants 15; added 9; Confirmations 10; Marriages 
2; Funerals 3. FRANCIS PECK. 

June 9th, 1835. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, N. PROVIDENCE. 
REV. GEORGE TAFT, RECTOR. . 


The Recto: of St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, 
reports to the Convention; 130 Communicants; 16 jee 
tisms; 15 Marriages; 130 Sunday School Scholars. 

The congregation of St. Paul’s Church has considerably, 
increased, since the last Convention. A. general serious- 
ness prevails, and is increasing. Several have been added 
to the communion. The male and female members of the 
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Church, hold, seperately, weekly prayer meetings, which 
are better attended than usual. Inquiry meetings on Mon- 
day evening. Monthly meetings have been established for 
prayer for the success of missions and for the communica- 
tion of missionary intelligence. The meetings have been 
blessed to the creation of a good degree of pious missionary 
zeal among us. ‘The female sewing circle is considerably 
enlarged, since last year. The ladies meet once a week; 
L usually meet with them and spend an hour in reading and 
prayer. ‘These meetings have been found very profitable to 
out souls. The Sunday School has been reorganized, a 
better plan of instruction adopted, and promises to be more 


successful than heretcfore; 400 volumes in the library. 


Among the persons baptised, there was an uncommonly 
interesting case. It was alittle boy, about eight years of 
age. He had been a long time sick; during his sickness, 
he became hopefully pious, and expressed a strong desire 
to receive the ordinance of baptism. After examining him 
and consulting with the methodist minister; who had seen 
him more often, I baptised him on his own confession of 
faith, in Christ crucified, and administered to him the sa- 


_ erament ofthe Lord’s supper. In the celebration of the 


Lord’s Supper, with this sick and dying little boy, Method- 
ists, Baptists, and Episcopalians united. It’was an interes- 
ting effecting scene. Sectarian barriers were broken down; 
faith prevailed, and love abounded. 

It*becomes my painful duty to record the death of Samuel 
Slater, Esq. He contributed largely and cheerfully to the 
establishment ofthe Church in this place, and was for years, 
its firm friend, and munificent supporter. At the time of 
the establishment of the Church, there were but three Epis- 
copalians in the village; he was one of the three. 


GEORGE TAFT. 
June 9th, 1835. 


CHRIST’S' CHURCH, PAWCATUCK. 


REV. JAMES PRATT, MINISTER, 


It was in September, of the last year, that the subscriber 
was requested by the R. I. Convocation, to visit the village 
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of Pawcatuck, in the town of Westerly, and ascertain what 
were the prospects of advancing the cause of Christ in that 
village; after remaining there ten days, and preaching 12 
or 15 times, my settled opinion was, that God would bless 
efforts made to establish his Church among that people. 

- It was under this conviction, that I attended the next - 
Convocation, and found my brethren ready to make the 
sacrifice of time and expence to visit that place, andhold a 
series of religious services. ‘Those meetings were abun- 
dantly blest. God did pour out his spirit upon us, and ma- 
ny sinners were brought in subjection to the foot of the 
cross, crying, ‘© Lord save, or I perish.” We. organized 
ourselves on the 24th of Nov. 1834; taking the name of 
Christ’s Church. We immediately after, organized a Ladies 
Sewing Circle, which is doing well in every sense of the 
word; and will do more the current year, than any one could 
_have expected of them. We have a Tract Society in suc- 
cessful operation, supplying not only our own village, but 
the surrounding country; distribution is made monthly. 
Our Sunday School is an object of the deepest interest, te 
the paster of this new Church, and a source of the greatest 
encouragement. When we organized the school in Novem- 
ber last, there were about 60 or 70 scholats; we have now 
155, who are enroled, and who are in very regular attendance, 
omitting those who have left the school; and here-I would 
remark, that our teachers are deeply interested, and as a 
necessary consequence, the scholars are so also; 6 or 8 
scholars and 10 teachers have professed Christ, since our 


organization. 
Our services are usually, preaching twice on the Sabbath, 


and conference meeting m the evening. On Tuesday af- 
ternoon the sewing circle meets. On Wednesday evening 
a conference meeting, which is-fully attended and of increas- 
ing interest. On Friday evening, there is a female prayer 
meeting, which is of a deeply interesting character. On - 
Saturday evening, we have a teachers meeting. By invi- 
tation, the wide cieoad preaches once in two weeks, about 
three salle from the village, in a vacant Baptist meeting- 
house. 


We are now about building a suitable house of worship, 
whick shall be dedicated to God, according to the forms of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church; by the liberal subscrip- 
tions of individuals in our own village, we have raised 
nearly two thousand dollars. We are about solicting aid 
from our sister churches, and trust that their hearts and 
hands will be open to assist us, of what God has given them. 

Adult Baptisms, 34 Sunday Scholars, 155 


Infant do. 3 Average cana. 115 

In all 37 Teachers—Female, 11 
Communicants, 39 do. Male. 9 
Confirmed, 30 Funerals, ; 3 


JAMES PRATT. 
June 9th, 1835. 


ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 
REV. JOHN WEST, RECTOR. 


This Parish, at its last annual report, was a missionary 
station. The congregation had then no fixed place of wor- 
ship, but the new Church.was in progress and near its com- 
pletion, and the prospects of the parish appeared encour- 
aging. A Sunday School had been organized, and the com- 
municants amounted to 32. 

The Rector has the satisfaction to report, on the present 
occasion, a very pleasing and unexpected progress im every 
department of this missionary Church. The new Church 
has been completed and consecrated; amajority of the pews 
have been disposed of, and a sufficient number sold or ren- 
ted to meet the current expences of the parish, including 
the support ofthe minister, independently of missionary aid. 
It is due to the proprietors to add, that the whole amount 
of a debt, which remained after the first sale of pews, and 
which was due to persons not members of the parish, amount- 
ing to $6,000, was subscribed among themselves as a loan 
to the parish, since which a number of pews have been sold 
and rented. : 

But we have still greater occasion for thanksgiving to 
God, for the spiritual favors conferred upon this infant 
Church. The indications of such a blessing, were alluded 
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to in the last report, and have®bheen fully realized. Aseri- - 
ous and prayeriul improvement of the appointed means of 
grace, has prevailed in the congregation during the inter- 
vening year. The stated services have been, on Sunday 
the two regular services, and a third service during the 
winter season, and during the week a lecture; a meeting of 
the sunday school teachers, a bible class, and occasional 
meetings for prayer and exhortation. The concerts of prayer 
for missions and Sunday Schools are, also now observed. 
I take pleasure also in mentioning the circumstance of some 
private associations for prayer among the female communi- 
cants, to which, aside from their happy influence on the in- 
dividual members, and their being made a means of comfort 
and edification to the invalid members at whose houses they 
have beén held, I attach no small importance, as an instru- 
ment in bringing down the divine blessings we have enjoyed. 
A state of religious social improvement has followed the 
faithful use of those means in humble dependence on the 
divine promises. Accession of such, we trust, as shall be 
saved, have been made to the Church at every communion 
season during the year. The Sunday School isin a high 
state of prosperity; aspirit of christian beneficence has been 
manifested in contributions to various foreign as well as 
domestic objects; and a missionary spirit, which at first 
appeared among the children of the Sunday Schools, is be- 
coming more general and lively; and we are happy to add 
this to the numerous instances recently made public from. 
various portions of the Episcopal Church in this country, 
and which we deem the harbinger of a better and brighter 
day. . 
In reviewing the past, and observing the causes which 
have been instrumental in effecting so happy an improve- 
ment in the condition of the parish, we recognize, first of all, 
the Almighty spirit, by whom the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified, as the supreme author of 
all. Among secondary causes, we give a high place to the 
influence of Bible classes,social and private prayer meetings, 
and the entire Sunday Schcol cause. But it is to the direct 
influence of the Convocation, that we owethe commencement 
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of that state of spiritual prosperity which has especially 
marked the past year, and which began immediately after 
the meeting of that body in this Churchin August last, and 
has continued up to the present moment; we are highly in- 
debted to this association, not only from its desired influence 
by a succession of faithful and united labors, but for the in- 
formation derived on these occasions, respecting the means 
used by our brethren in the various Parishes, and which 
God has approbated by signal blessings. Ina word, we 
have thus learned more fully, and been stimulated to practice 
more faithfully, the duties essential to a state of spiritual 


prosperity. 
The following is an abstract of the Statistics of the Parish. 
Marriages ~ - - - - z 
Burials - - - - “Rea erg 
Baptisms, Infants 21; Adults 26; - - AT 
Confirmations - - - - - AT 
Communicants added 67; Removed 4; total - 95 
Sunday Scholars - ~ - - 215%, 
Teachers - - - - - 38 
Vols. in Library - - - - 300 
Contributed to Convocation for domestic missions, ¢ 150 — 
Do for Education Society - - ¢ 75 
Number of families, about ~ - - , 80 


The ladies Convocation Society, coneiaty of more than 
100 members, by whose indefatigable industry nearly, $ 100 
have been contributed within two years, to the missionary © 
cause.* It is proper to state, that of the 67 communicants 
added as above, 10 have been transferred during the past 
Conventional year from Trinity Church in this town. 

JOHN WEST, 

Newport, June 9th, 1835. 


* About one third of the members meet weekly for work, accompanied 
with religious reading, conversation and prayer; their meetings are person- 
ally edifying as well as useful to others. In this devoted portion of its mem- 
_ bers, the church, I am persuaded, has a sure resource as long as prayer and 
alms shall be required in her behalf. When even the Apostles had abandoned 
the Savior, the women were found at his cross and at his tomb. 
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TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


REV. S. WHEATON, RECTOR, 


Baptisms; Infants 11; Adults 8: Confirmations 11; Mar- 
riages 7; Burials 1; Communicants added 12 ; present 
number.115; Sunday School teachers 23; Pupils 190. 

The employment of a missionary, and the consequent di- 
vision of the Parish into two separate Churches, as was tobe 
expected, has produced some change in the congregation; 
near twenty families and over thirty communicants, having 
left and attached themselves to Zion Church, while about 
an equal number of additional families have taken seats in 
Trinity. 

Within the last year, Trinity Church has been thorough- 
ly repaired, at an expense of over $2000, and is now in ex- 
cellent order. A subscription has just been commenced for 
reparing the organ, a fine toned instrument, which more 
than a century since, was presented to the Church by the 
celebrated Dr. Berkly, Bishop of Cloyn. 

‘The Sunday Schvol has increased in the number of its 
regular attendants, and is in a flourishing condition. 


S. WHEATON. 
June 9th, 1836. 


ST. PETERS CHURCH, KINGSTON. 


REV. W. W. NILES, OFFICIATING. 


As Ihave labored in Kingston but three weeks, I can 
only say, that the beginning which has been there made, 
by the brethren of the Convocation, has been greatly bles- 
sed of God. In connection with the meeting of that body 
last spring, it is hoped that thirty or more have given their 
hearts to Christ; twenty-three of whom are already receiv- 
ed to the communion. Twenty were confirmed on Sunday 
after Ascension. Our christian females feel a strong de- 
sire to do what in them liés, to advance the gospel; and 
besides a weekly meeting for prayer, well attended, have 
organized a Convocation Society. A Sunday School'of thir- 
ty-four scholars, eight teachers, and a sufficient library was 
commenced last Sunday. These dear christians are all 
‘« Lambs”? of the ‘flock; -and_they greatly need the sincere 
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milk of the word, that they may growthereby. Any devot- 
ed man of God, who should take up his abode among them, 
- would, I doubt not, find hisheart greatly cheered by their 
love and ready obedience to the gospel, and his condition 
made comfortable, by their efforts for his support. 
W. W. NILES, ofthe Diocese of New-York. 
June 9th, 1835. 


STATISTICAL ABSTRACT OF PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


NAMES OF CHURCHES. BAPTISMS. COMMUNICANTS. 8. SCHOOL. 
ct, A eel er, 
Sih vi) G8 erga z 
: 2 a? 
St. Michael’s Ch. Bristol, pA aes 0 11|,228)|10) 8//31/175/400 
St. James’s ‘** Woonsocket All 6]| 4|] 30])15}14 
~ St. Jonh’s ‘¢ Providence 10/10) 20}/27)})19)|1'70)| 11112 
. Grace ab do. 29|20|49]|40||64||266]/12| 6/|/54/350/250 
Christ’s *¢ Lonsdale 12/2 114//33]|16||35 || 2] 2}|17/160 
St.Luke’s <“* Tower Hill, 8 | 8|| 17|| 5} 4!| 6] 30] 40 
St. Paul’s ‘¢ Portsmouth, 3] 1] 4}! 6]| GI] 15}| 3} sil 5} 40 
St. Mark’s ‘* Warren, 26/11/37||63}|36||112]| 7| '7/|17|140]187 
Immaunel ** Mansville EY fed ea 
St. Luke’s ss KE. Greenwich !!24! 1/25!/301'135]1 4111 8] 2 76!200 
St. Paul’s  <* Wickford, 6| 7|13)|10]] 9 | 24|| 3) 21\11] 60) 
St. Paul’s *¢ Pawtucket 16 130 15 130/400 
- Christ’s ‘<< Pawcatuck 34| 3137/|30/|39\|| 39]| 3 20/155 
Zion be Newport 20}21147)1|47)|6'7)|| S51/1L!1 2!1'388)/21513800 
Trinity « do. siriiiglaaa2iiaisil1ol 7 23/190) 
St. Peter’s <‘* Kingston. llas lzall2olla3|| 23|| ll 8 34| 


APPENDIX B. 


CONSTITUTION OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 


This church as a constituent part of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States of America, and also by Conventional agreement of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocess, accedes to the general 
constitution of this Church, and to the particular constitution of this Diocess, 
and acknowledges their authority. 

ARTICLE It. 

After divine service, the President and Secretary of the preceding Con- 
vention shall take their places, when it shall be the duty of the Secretary to 
call the names of the clergy, on the catalogue, and to receive and read the 
certificates of the lay delegates. 'The President and Secretary for the ensu- 
ing year shall then be chosen, and the minutes of the preceding Convention 
shall be read, and the necessary committees appointed. ,~ 


ARTICLE Ill. 
The Convention shall be composed of the officiating ministers settled in the 
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parishes in this State, and also of such ministers as are employed as instruc- 
tors in any incorporated seminary of learning n_ this State, and of mission- 
aries officiating within this State under the direction of the ecclesiastical au- 
thority of the State; and of lay members, consisting of one or more dele- 
gates not exceeding four from each parish, which shall have been recegnised 
by the Convention, duly chosen by the vestry or congregation 


ARTICLE Iv. 

New parishes shall be admitted into union with this Convention, on pre- 
senting to the Convention written evidence, under the authority of the war- 
dens and vestry, that they are duly organized, and accede to the constitu- — 
tion and canons of the general Convention and also of the Convention of 
this State. 

; ARTICLE V. 

The Bishop shall preside in the Convention; but when absent the Presi- 

dent shall be chosen by the Convention. 


ARTICLE VI. 

A secretary shall be chosen upon the assembly of the State Convention 
from among the members thereof, who shall remain in office until the meet- 
ing of the next Convention, and until the appointment of a successor. His 
duty shall be to take minutes of their proceedings, to preserve their journals 
and record ; to attest the public acts of the body, and faithfully to deliver 
into the hands of his successor all books and papers relative to the concerns 
of the Convention which may have been put into his possession. It shall 
also be his duty to give notice to each minister of the time and place ap- 
pointed for the meeting of the succeeding Convention. 


ARTICLE VII. 

The members of the Convention present on due notification, and being 
duly organized, shall constitute a quoruin for the transaction of business. 
And in all matters which shall come before the Convention, the members 
shall deliberate in one body; and, in voting, shall vote by individuals. But 
if in any case it be required by any member, the two orders shall vote sep- 
arately, and in such ease the laity shall vote by congregations, and the con- 
currence of a majority of each order shall be necessary to constitute a de- 
cision. . 

é 


CANONS. 


CANON I. 
Standing Committee. 

There shall be a Standing Committee consisting of three clergymen and 
three laymen, to be elected at each stated meeting of the Convention, who 
shall keep regular minutes oftheir proceedings subject to the inspection of the 
Convention; and shall continue in office until the election of a new commit- 
tee. A majority shall constitute a quorum. 


CANON If. 
Testimonial of Delegates. 
Lay delegates to the Convention shall present testimonials of their elec- 
tion, which shall be in conformity with the mode prescribed by the parish 
they represent, and signed by the parish clerk or secretary of the vestry. 


CANON Ill. 
Testimonial of New Parishes. 

Delegates from new parishes applying for admission into the Convention, 
shall present a certificate signed by the parish clerk or secretary of the ves- 
try, declaring that certain individuals have united in the formation of a par- 
ish, elected wardens and vestrymen, and other necessary officers, and adopt- 
ed and taken measures to become incorporated under a charter formed in 
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aecordance with the principles and usages of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, and that they accede to the General and State 
Constitution and Canons . 

CANON Iy. 
' Provision for printing public documents. 

The Committee of the Convention shall, when directed, cause to be pub- 
lished, from the funds of the Convention, the proceedings of the stated meet- 
ings of this body, together with a list of the ministers of the church residing 
within the State, annexing the names of their respective cures, or stations, 
or if those who have no stated cure, or station, the place of residence; and 
also the constitution, canons and rules of order. 


ARTICLE 1. 
There shall be a stated Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 


‘this State on the second Tuesday in June, in each year, in such parish as 
- shall be determined by the Convention. 


CANON y. 
Neglect of Parochial Reports. 

Tn order to secure a full and accurate view of thestate of the church, in 
ease the requisitions of the 51st general canon on this subject are not com- 
plied with by the minister or other proper authority of any parish, it shall be 
the duty of the convention to cause ifiquiry to be made into its condition. 


. CANON VI. 
Offences for which ministers shall be tried and punished. 

Disorderly, scandalous and immoral conduct, neglect of duty, engaging 
in any worldly avocations, palpably incompatible with the clerical office, 
and the due discharge of pastoral duty, disregard ofthe constitution and can- 
ons of the general and state convention, a continued non-attendance at the 
annual convention of the church in this State, disseminating or countenan- 
cing opinions contrary to the doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States, are offences for which a clergyman ought to be censured 


and for which eres accused, he ought to be brought to trial. 


CANON VII. \ 
Ifany clergyman of this church offend in any one or more of the instan- 
ces enumerated in the foregoing canon, complaint may be made thereof by 


~ any presbyter to the Annual Convention; and if, ia the opmion ofa majori- 


ty oft he presbyters present, there shall be sufficient cause for said complaint, 


it shall be their duty to furnish the accused with a copy of the charge or 


charges, specifying a time, not short of thirty days, when, and place where, 
he shall appear to answer to the same. No layman, however, shall act. as 
advocate for either party on the trial, and if the major part of the presbyters 
present at the trial, after hearing the evidence, shall judge the accuséd person 
guilty of said charge or charges, their decision shall be made known to the 
Bishop, and he shall pronounce judgment accordingly. 


‘ 


CANON VIII. 

To defray the contingent expenses of the Convention, a sum suflicient for 
this purpose shall be assessed upon the several parishes in proportion to the 
salaries of the respective ministers; for the payment of which several sums, 
each minister shall be made responsible. 


RULES OF ORDER. 


1. Every stated Convention shall be opened with prayer, the communion 
and a sermon; the hese a having been rer appointed by the Con- 
vention. 

2. he morning service of the Church, or a special service appointed by 


the Bishop, shall be performed every day during the session of the Conven- 
tion. 
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. When the President takes the chair no member shall continue stand- 
ng or shall afterward stand up except to address the chair. 

4. No member shall absent himself from the house unless he have leave 
or Z unable to attend. 

. When any member is about. to speak, or deliver any matter to the 
wend he shall rise and with due respect address himself to the president, 
and confine himself strictly to the pomt in debate. 

6. When two members chance to rise at the same time, the president 
shall determine to whom the preference shall be given; and on all questions 
of order, the president shall decide—subject to an appeal to the house. 

7. No member shal! speak more than twice on the same question without 
leave. 

8. No motion shall be acted upon until seconded, and, when renuiited, 
peepee to writing. - 

. While the president is putting any question, the members shall con- 
oe in their seats, and shall not hold any private discourse to the interrup- 
tion of the house. sh 


10. Every member who is in the house, when any question is put, shall .. 


on a division be counted, unless he be personally interested in _the ques- 
tion, or excused by the president. No member personally interested in any 
question, shall, without permission, act in any capacity while it is under 
deliberation. 

il. When a motion is under consideration, no other motion shall be 
made, except to postpone, to amend, to divide, or to commit. 


12. A motion for amendment or postponement shall be considered as the 


previous question, and be decided before the original motion. 

13. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and shall be decided 
without debate. 

14, The yeas and nays shall be called and entered on the minutes yrien 
required by one fifth of the members present. 

15. At the request of the president, or on motion, the Convention may 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole. 

16. All elections when required by two members shall be by ballot. 

17. When the lay members vote by congregation it shall also be by bal- 
ot. 

18. All other questions shall be decided viva voce, or by hand vote, un- 
less a ballot be called for by two members. 

19. The sittings of the Convention shall be open to all persons who 
choose to attend, unless otherwise ordered by the house. 

20. After the first day, the minutes of the preceding day shall be oad 
each morning at the opening of the Convention, and, if necessary, corrected ; 
and before the rising of the ‘Convention the whole proceedings of the session 
shall be read. 

21. When the house is about to rise, every member shall keep his seat 
until the president leaves his chair. 
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THe Proresranr Eriscorpau CHurcu or RuopeE-Isvanp, 
IN ACCOUNT WiTH GrorGE S. WaRDWELL, TREAS. 


Dr. Cr. 
1835. \1834, 
To cash paid Rey. Mr. Hatha- June, By balance of old ac’t |42|75 
way for bill bortages &e. per 1835. Cash Rec’d of 
order - 5)00} St. Paul’s Ch. N. Kingston| 1/25 
** Cash paid Marshall, pees St. Paul’s Ch. N. Prov. | 8,00 
3,00 


and Co’s_bill, Printing Jour- | St. Mark’s Ch. Warren, 
nal of Co nvention for 1834, |74!42| Zion’s Ch. Newport’ 5/00 
St. Paul’s Ch. Portsmouth, | 1/25 


1835, St. John’s Ch. Providence, 7(50 
June 16, To new account for Grace Ch. do. 7150 
balance. = ea 7/08; St. Michael’s Ch. Bristol, ‘| 3175 
Chritst’s Ch. Lonsdale 2/00 
St. Luke’s Ch. E Greenwich} 2/00 
Trinity Ch. Newport, 5/00 
St. James’ Ch. Woonsocket; 2 50 
86/50 8650 
: 1839. os aes 
June 16, By balance of old 
account. - 708 


| Providence, June 16, 1835. | 
| oe rors excepted,! ye 
| GEO. 8. WARDWELL. 


APPENDIX D. 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE EPISCOPAL SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SOCIETY OF RHODE-ISLAND. 

The cause of Sunday Schools has excited more interest in the churches 
generally during the past year, than at any former period. The divine 
blessing which has been bestowed in many instances upon the instructions 
given, should prompt our warmest gratitude to the great head of the church, 
and incite to renewed _ diligence and greater zeal. The practice which has 
been occasionally adopted at the meetings of the Convocation, of assigning 
one service especially for the purpose of interesting the children, and of 
awakening an interest in behalf of Sunday Schools.on the part of parents, 
has been attended with happy success. 

With unfeigned gratitude to the giver of all spiritual blessmgs, we would 
record the interesting fact, that in e¢ght parishes, 44 teachers and 41 schol- 
ars, are reported as having become pious; making in all 85 members of the 
Sunday Schools, that within the past year have been numbered among the 
children of God. 

Several facts of much religious interest in connection ‘with the Sunday 
School have occurred during ‘the past year, but which cannot be noticed in 
this general report. 


Whole No. of Episcopal Schools in the State, 22 
“3 ** Scholars in 21 schools, 2023* 
rs eremeaGners | <F. . <e 203* 
st *¢ Vols. im Libraries, 2829+ 


JAMES W. COOKE, 
Sec. R, 1. Ppiscopal 8. 8. Union. 


* iF rom St. Paul’s Porta, no returns bays , beth received, and ‘this schoo! 
is not included in the estimate. 
t Fire schools have not reported the No. of vols. 


APPENDIX E. ie 
3 ‘ : oe 
REPORT or THE COMMITTEE FOR DEVISING MEANS FOR THE 


~- RELIEF OF WIDOWS, Sc. OF DECEASED CLERGYMEN. 


Your Commitice beg leave to Report, : 

That, as ministers of the gospel from the very duties to which they devote 
themselves, are necessarily cut oif from those secular pursuits by which they might 
accumulate property, and make provision for the future subsistence of thei fami- 
lies, and their salaries being scarcely adequate to meet their current expenses, 
they thus at the close of ‘a long and useful life, often find themselves in destitute 
circumstances, and are obliged to leave their families totally unprovided for, it is 
deemed expedient to organize a Society, and, as soon as may be, obtain for it an 
act of incorporation, entitled «The Corporation for the relief of widows and 
children, of Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the state cf Rhode 


Island.”’ ; 
‘CONSTITUTION. 


4 

ArticLEe 1. There shall be a yearly meeting of the Society, for the choice 
of its officers; to hear the annual report of the Board of Managers, and transact. 
other business; to be holden at the place of, and on the. Wednesday next after, 
the annual meeting of the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Convention in 
this state. Special meetings may be called by the Board of Managers, and 
shall be called on the written request of five mémbers, made to the Secretary, 
who shall give at least ten days notice of the time and place of meeting, in a 
public newspaper, or written personal notice to each member by mail. 

ARTICLE 2. At the annual meeting, or if not then chosen, at some special 
meeting, there shall be chosen a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a 
Treasurer, and three Directors, who shall constitute a Board of Managers, and 
hold their offices until others shall have been chosen in their places. 

ARTICLE. 3. The Board of Managers shall have power to fill all vacancies 
in the offices aforesaid, until the next meeting of the Society, and the custody, 
control, management and disposal of all the Society’s property. It shall be their 
duty to invest the funds in loans at interest, secured by mortgage on real proper- 
ty of unquestionable title, the value of which shall be double the amount loaned; . 
and_ from time to time to reinvest such portions of the interest as shall be added - 
to the funds in like manner. An entire statement of the accounts, funds, securities 
and property shall be made in writing at every annual meeting, and also at any 
special meeting, when required by a majority of the members present. The 
Board shall require sufficient bond and surety from the Treasurer for the faithful 
discharge of the trust reposed in him; at least once in everyyear, and as much of- 
tener as they may thmk expedient, shall audit and settle accounts and shall have the 
general superintendence of the Society’s concerns; but shall do nothing repugnant 
to its votes or Bye-Laws. A majority of said Board shall be a quorum for busi- 
ness. 

ARTICLE 4, Contributors to the funds of the Society may become members 
thereof, on being admitted thereto by a nzajority of the members present at any 
meéting. nl 

ArticLe 5. The annual contribution of a clergyman shall not be less than 
eight dollars, nor that of layman less than three. But any lay contributor, elec- 
ted a member, shall become a life member on the payment of twenty five dollars, 
once for all. ‘The yearly contributions of the Clergy shall bee eight, sixteen cr 
twenty four dollars. 

ArvicLe 6. Annuities shall be paid to the widows and children of clerical 
contributors, only; and shall be five times the annual contributions of such con- 
tributors respectively, subject, however to to the conditions and restrictions here- 
inafter contained. ; “ 

ARTICLE 7. Each contributor shall abide by the rate or class of contribution 
which he shall have first chosen, unless he shall change into another class on such 
terms as shall be prescribed by the Board of Managers or the bye-laws of the So- 

.elety; and each shail pay his annual contribution to the ‘freasurer on by before 
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the Wednesday next-following the second 'Tuesday in June, in each year, under 
the penalty of fifty pex centum on the amount of such contribution. Ifany contribi- 
tor shall neglect to pay his contribution for three successive years, all his previous 
contributions shall be forfeited to the funds of the Society. ‘ 

ArtriciEe 8. Every yearly contributor, being a Clergyman, who shall marry 
more than once, shall pay one year’s contribution extraordinary on every such 
marriage. } R 

Artrete 9. If tho husband or father of any person or persons entitled to an 
annuity on this plan shall not have paid five annual contributions, then such per- 
son or persons shall receive only ten per cenéwm per annwn for thirteen years on , 
the whole amount paid. r 

Articige 10. If any contributor shall have paid for five years or any num- 
ber of years exceeding five and less than fifteen, the annuitants shall receive only 
half the annuity of the rate or class subscribed to by the deceased, until such time 
as the yearly Geduction of half the annuity, added to the payments made by the 
deceased, shall (exclusive of interest) make a sum in fund equal to the sum of 
fifteen annual payments m the class to which the deceased belonged; which par- 
tial annuities, payable agreeably to this article, shall be proportioned between 
the widow and the children as hereafter fixed in respect to full annuities; to wit: 

Anricie. il. If there be no children, the widow of every contributor, if less 
than fifteen payments suall have been made by the deceased, shall receive the 
whole annual sum due by the last preceding article: and if fifteen payments shall 
have bee made co:mpleie by the deceased, and he have continued the payment of 
contributions during his life, the widow shall receive the whole annuity on the 
husband’s contributions during her widowhood, and if she marry again, she shall 


from the time of such marriage, receive only half such annuity during her nat- 


ural life. « ’ 

ArtTicL&e 12. If there be a child and no widow, such child shall be entitled 
to the whole or partial annuity for thirteen years, agreeably to the foregoing 
articles; but if there be more than one child and no widow, the annuity, wheth- 
er whole or partial, shall be equally divided among them. to be laid out, if they 
are minors, in their education or apprenticeship, with the advice and approba- 
tion of such executors or guardians as the father shall have nominated; but if 
none shall have been nominated, thea in such maimner, for the benefit of the child 
or children as the Board of Managers shall direct. 7 

ArTicLe 13. Ifthere be a widow and one child, the annuity, whether whole 


or partial, shall be equally divided between them, under the limitations aforesaid ; _ 


and if there be a widow and two or more children, she shall have one third dur- 
ing her widowhood, or one sixth during her natural life if she should marry a 
second tmme; and the remainder for thirteen years, shall be laid out for the use 
ef the children, as aforesaid. : 
ArTIcLE 14. After the annuities chargeable on the funds shall have been 
paid, one half of the surplus product of the fund shall be divided among all the 
widows and children of contributors, for the term that their respective annuities, 
shall continue payable, in proportion to their respective annuities, according to 
the foregding articles; and the remainder of such surplus shall he added to the 


funds and invested. } 


AgticLte 15. No Clergyman, not a resident of this State, shall be adinitted 
to the Society. Ifany Clergyman, a member thereof, shall remove from the 
State before he shall have paid five annual contributions, the sum by him already 
paid may be withdrawn if he desires to withdraw it. In such a case his mem- 
bership shall cease, and his family shall derive no benefit from the funds, If any 
Clergyman, liaving made five or more annual contributions, shall leave the State, 
he may continue his connection with the Society, and entitle his family to the 
benefit of its funds by continuing his annual contributions. 

ArRTicLEe 16. The Socicty may provide by its bye-laws for the receipt of a 
sum im gross, in lieu of all annual contributions by Clergymen, onsuch terms, 
conditions and restrictions as shall seem proper and reasonable. It may, also, 
by the votes of a majority of all its clerical members, alter any of the preceding. 
articles of this Constitution; but no alteration so made shall diminish the right 
of aay Clergyman, widow or child, existing at the time thereof, without his or 
her consent, legally given therefor. 

, - JOHN A. CLARK, 
Chairman of the Cominittce. 
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June iO-ru, 1895. 


| jy: At a meeting of the Society, for thes relief of the Widows and Orphans of 

fe deceased Clereymen, Rev, George Taft, in the Chair, aid Samuel White- 
horne Esq. Secretary pro. tem, 

‘a , The following were elected officers of the Society, for the ensuing year; 

ae a Rev. GEORGE TAFT, PRes1pENT, - 

te, “WILKINS UPDIKE; Esq. ‘V. Feehan Cie. *- 

| ; +) RESOLVED WATERMAN, Esq. Src’ry. 

. SAMUEL WHITEHORNE Ese. TREASURER. 

| ALEXANDER JONES, 

DANIEL GREEN, Ypinseron 


GEO. MUMFORD, Esq’s. 

On motion, it was resolved,—That the Board of managers shguld take 
such measures as they should deem expedient, to collect fands and carry in- 
to operation, the designs of the Society. ‘The Board were directed to pro- 
cure an act of Incorporation. The Society then adjourned. fe ¢ 
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LIST OF CLERGY IN RHODE-ISLAND. 


Rev. Joun Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bris 
tol. 

Rev. Natwan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 

Rev. Erastus D’Wotr, Deacon, Minister of St. Luke’s 
Church, Tower Hill. 

Rev. Joun P. Fenner, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Ports- 
mouth. 

Rev. Grorce W. Hatnaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 
Warren: 

Rev. Eruraim Monrot, Minister of Immanuel Church, 
Mansville. 

Rev. Syivester Nasu, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, East- 
Greenwich. 

Rev. Francis Peck, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. 

Rev. James Pratr, Minister of Christ’s Church, Westerly. 

Rey. Groree Tart, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket. 

Rev. Auexanper H. Vinton, Deacon, Minister of Grace 
Church, Providence. 

Rev. Henry Waterman, Deacon, Minister of St. James’ 
Church, Bernon Village. 

Rev. Joun West, Rector of Zion’s Church, Newport. 

Rev. Satmon Wueaton, D. D. Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport. 


The following are not members of the Convention (agreea- 
ble to third article of the Constitution) not having a parochial 


charge. 
Rev. Joseru M. Brown, residing at Woonsocket. 
Rev. Paumer Brown, Deacon, do. do. 


Rey. Lemurn Bureg, residing at Wickford. 


A 


LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 
Certificates of whose election by their respective Churches. 
were presented and approved. 


Provipence.—St. John’s Church. Alexander Jones, Zach: 
ariah Allen, Austin Gurney, William G. Goddard. 
Newport.— Trinity Church. Robert Johnston, Thoma: 
Brown, Stephen H. Cahoone, William Evans.—Zion’s Church 
Washington Van Zandt, Stephen T. Northam. 
Bristou.—St. Michael’s Church. Benjamin Hall, George 
Pearse, Lemuel C. Richmond, John G. Harding. 
Wicxrorp.—St. Paul’s Church. David U. Hagan, Ben. 
oni P. Bates, Gideon Freeborn, Joshua P. Rathbun. 
Tower Hiti.— St. Luke’s Church. Job W. Watson, Joli 
Robinson, Albert Robinson, Stephen Browning, jun. 
Pawtucket.—st. Paul’s Church. George Mumford, Gid 
con L. Spencer, Hiram Cleaveland, Barney Merry. 
Warren.—St. Mark’s Church. George Munroe, Georg: 
Wheaton, John R. Wheaton, Josiah Martin. 
PorrsmoutH.—St. Paul’s Church. John Burrington, Jo 
seph B. Corey, Pierce A. Faulkner, Edward T. W. Cooke. 
East-Greenwicu.—St. Luke’s Church. 'Thomas P. Rod 
man, Daniel Greene, David Pinniger, Emery Fiske. 
Wester.ty.— Christ’s Church. Lyndon ‘Taylor, Georg 
Brown, Stephen Smith, jun. James C. Albro. 
Mansvitte.—Immanuel Church. Washington Wilkinsor 
Arlon Man, Stephen P. Irwin. 
Kineston.—St. Peter’s Church. William H. Hazard, Phi 
lip Taylor, Thomas A. Hazard, Wilkins Updike. 
Notrre.—No lay delegates attended the Convention from Grace Church 


Providence—Christ’s Church, Lonsdale and St. James’s Church, Woor 
socket. 


JOURNAL. 


———— 


East-Greenwicu, June 14, 1836. 

This being the day constitutionally appointed for the annual 
meeting of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the State of 
Rhode-Island, the Clerical and Lay Delegates assembled, agree- 
ably to the appointment of the last Convention, in St. Luke’s 
Church, at 9 o’clock, A. M. Morning service was read by 
the Rev. Messrs. West and Bristed, and a sermon preached by 
the Rey, Dr. Crocker, and the holy communion administered 
by the Rey. Mr. Nash, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Crocker. 

After the religious services, the Convention proceeded 
to organize itself. The Rev. Dr. Crocker, President of the 
late Convention, took the chair, and the Rev. George W. 
Hathaway, Secretary of the former Convention, called over the 
list of names of the clerical and lay members of the Convention, 
when the following Clergy, being all who were entitled to seats, 
answered to their names, viz. Rev. John Bristed, Nathan B. 
Crocker, Erastus D’Wolf, John P. Fenner, George W. 
Hathaway, Ephraim Monroe, Sylvester Nash, Francis Peck, 
James Pratt, George Taft, Alexander H. Vinton, Henry Wa- 
terman, John West, and Salmon Wheaton. 

As also the following Lay Delegates, viz. Messrs. Alexander 
Jones, Austin Gurney, William G. Goddard, Robert Johnston, 
Stephen H. Cahoone, Benjamin Hall, John G. Harding, Da- 
vid U. Hagan, Gideon Freeborn, Joshua B. Rathbun, Job W. 
Watson, Stephen Browning, jun. George Mumford, Gideon L. 
Spencer, George W. Munroe, John R. Wheaton, Josiah Mar- 
tin, Washington Van Zandt, John Burrington, Joseph B. 
Corey, Pierce A. Faulkner, Edward T. W. Cooke, Thomas P. 
Rodman, Danicl Greene, David Pinniger, Emery Fiske, 
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Lyndon Taylor, George Brown, James C. Albro, Wi 
ham H. Hazard, Philip Taylor, Thomas A. Hazard, Wi 
kins Updike. 

The Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. was then re-electe 
President of the Convention, and the Rev. George W. Hatha 
way, Secretary. 

The proceedings of the last Convention, the Constitution an 
Canons of the Episcopal Church in Rhode-Island, and the rule 
of order of the late Convention, were then read. 

It was voted, that the rules of order for the last Conventio: 
be adopted as the rules of order for this Convention. 

It was voted, that any Episcopal clergyman, or candidat 
for holy orders, that may be present, be invited to take honor 
ary seats in the Convention; agreeably to which invitation, th 
Rev. Theodore Edson, of Lowell, Mass. and Messrs. Van Zand 
and Rodman, of Rhode-Island, candidates for orders, tool 
seats. 

It was resolved, that opportunity be offered this evening fo: 
the Rhode-Island Episcopal Education Society to hold thei 
annual meeting; and that the Rev. Messrs. Hathaway anc 
Taft be a committee to make arrangements and prepare a re- 
port for said meeting. 

The Rev. Messrs. Fenner and Peck, and Mr. John Burring- 
ton, were appointed a committee on the unfinished business of 
the Convention. 

The Rev. George W. Hathaway and Stephen T. Northam 
and Alexander Jones, Esqrs. were appointed a committee on the 
finances of the Convention. 

The Treasurer presented the following as his annual report. 
(See Appendix A.) 

Resolved, That the Treasurer’s annual report be referred 
to the finance committee. 

The Rev. Messrs. Crocker, Taft and Hathaway, itd Msiard 
William G. Goddard, John R. Wheaton and Daniel Greene, 
were appointed a committee on Theological Education and 
the establishment of an Episcopal school. 
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lt was voted, that ¢wenty-five dollars paid by certain indi- 
‘duals at the last Diocesan Convention, towards the expenses 
f said Convention, as the quota for the Episcopal Church in 
his State, be refunded to said individuals by the Treasurer of 
he Convention. 

Mr. Rathbun, of Wickford, and Mr. ‘Taylor, of Kingston, 
isked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session. 

Adjourned, to meet at half past 2 o’clock, P. M. 


os 


At half past 2 o’clock, P. M. Convention re-assembled, 
agreeably to adjournment. Present as in the morning, except 
those to whom leave of absence had been granted. Conven- 
lion was opened with prayer by the President. 

The minutes of the preceding session were then read and 
ap proved. 

The parochial reports were now received and read. (See 
Appendix B.) 

The Rev. Messrs. Taft, Pratt and Hathaway were appointed 
to review and revise the parochial reports, for publication in the 
journal of the Convention. 

The Rev. Messrs. West, Fenner and Nash were appointed a 
committee to prepare a general report of the state of the Epis- 
copal church in Rhode-Island, to be published in the journal. 

It was resolved, that the next annual Convention meet at St. 
Mark’s Church, Warren, on the 2d Tuesday in June, 1837. 

The Rev. Messrs. Nash, West and Vinton, and Messrs. 
Updike, Browning and Hall were appointed a committee to 
report on the expediency of so amending the Constitution, as 
to alter the time of the annual meeting of the Convention. 

The Rey. Dr. Wheaton and Mr. Johnston, of Newport, 
asked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session. 

The Convention then resolved itself into a committee of the 
whole, the Rev. Mr. Hathaway in the chair, to consider the 
following resolution, offered by the Rev. Dr. Crocker: 
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Resolved, That in view of the increasing difficulty there i: 
in procuring an adequate supply of duly qualified Ministers o 
the Gospel for our own State and country, together with the 
Macedonian cry that comes to us from the heathen world, we 
highly approve of the contemplated plan to establish a Divin: 
ity School in Massachusetts; for which our brethren there 
have obtained an act of incorporation; and, to evince oul 
desire to aid them in placing it upon a respectable and per- 
manent footing, we pledge our best endeavors to promote, by 
our influence and our contributions, the project commenced in 
Providence, to raise $25,000 in ten years, for the endowment 
of a Professorship. 

After an animated debate, without coming to a decision, the 
committee rose, and the Convention adjourned, to meet again 
after the meeting of the Education Society this evening. 

Har past 9 o’crock, P. M. 

The Education Society having adjourned, the Convention 
met, agreeably to adjournment. 

The resolution previously offered by Dr. Crocker, and dis- 
cussed in committee of the whole, was passed unanimously. 

Convention adjourned till to-morrow morning, at 9 o’clock. 


Wepnespay, June 15th, 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Convention met according to adjournment. Prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Hathaway. ‘The minutes of yesterday were read 
and approved. 

Stephen T. Northam appeared and took his seat as a delete 
from Zion’s Church, Newport. 

It was resolved, that this evening be piece to a meet- 
ing on the subject of Christian missions, and that the Rev. Dr. 
Crocker be a committee to make arrangements and prepare a 
report for said meeting. 

The committee on the finances of the Convention, made a 
report, which was accepted, and the proposed resolutions sev- 
erally adopted. (See Appendix C.) 
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It was resolved, that the jirst canon be so amended that the 
tanding committee consist of fuur of each order, instead of 
hree. 

The following were elected members of the standing com- 
nittee for the year ensuing: Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. 
xeorge Taft, George W. Hathaway and Alexander H. Vinton, 
of the Clergy. George Mumford, Benjamin Cowell, Resolv- 
«d Waterman and Daniel Greene, Esqrs. of the Laity. 

The following were elected Delegates to the General Con- 
vention: Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. George Taft, John 
West and Sylvester Nash, of the Clergy. Alexander Jones, 
“dward,S. Wilkinson, Rowse Babcock, jun. and Wilkins Up- 
like, Esqrs. of the Laity. 

Alexander Jones, Esq. was elected Treasurer. 

‘The committee on amending the Constitution, so as to alter 
he time of the annual meeting of the Convention, made the 
ollowing report : 

The committee to whom was referred the subject of a change 
n the time of holding the annual Convention of this Diocese, 
veg leave respectfully to report, that they have had the same 
inder consideration, and as the result of their deliberation pro- 
ose that measures be taken to alter the Constitution, so far as 
hat the annual Convention shall be held on the Thursday after 
he first Wednesday in September, of each year, at 2 o’clock, 
cage 

On behalf of the Committee, 
S. NASH. 


Lhe report was read, and the recommendation therein pro- 
sosed adopted, with the following amendment; that the last 
Tuesday in August, or such other time as the next Convention 
hall approve, be substituted instead of “Thursday after the 
irst Wednesday in September,” as proposed in said report. 

This amendment, approved by this Convention, lays over 
o be acted upon by the next annual Convention, and, if ap- 


roved of by them, becomes then a part of the Constitution. 
2 
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It was resolved, that it be a standing rule, that the delega. 
tion to the General Convention have power to fill any vacan- 
cies that may occur in their number. 

The Rev. Mr. Pratt was appointed a committee to prepare 
a report of the state of the Church in this State, for the use o 
the General Convention. 

The committee to examine and revise the parochial report: 
made report that they had attended to the duty assigned them 
and had made such revision as they thought necessary, but hac 
altered no report, except with the consent and approval of the 
authors ; which report was accepted, and the parochial reports 
ordered to be published with the journals. 

It was resolved, that 1000 copies of the journal of the Con: 
vention be published. 

William G. Goddard, Esq. was appointed the publishins 
committee. 

{t was resolved, that Mr. Goddard be authorized to employ 
some one, at the expense of the Convention, to prepare the 
manuscript journal for the press. 

William G. Goddard, Esq. asked and obtained leave of ab- 
sence for the remainder of the session. 7 

A communication was made by the President from the Secre. 
tary of the General Convention, communicating certain resolu- 
tions of the General Convention, proposing alterations in the 
Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Unitec 
States of America. Also to add a certain amendment to the 
note on the ‘lable of Movable Ieasts; the consideration of al 
which was deferred to the next annual Convention. 

The Rev. James Pratt, and the Rev. Ephraim Munroe, his 
substitute, were appointed to preach the next Convention ser- 
mon. 

Adjourned to meet at the hour of the missionary meeting. 
half past 2 o’clock this afternoon. 
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Haur past 2 o’ciock, P. M. 

Convention met according to adjournment. The meeting 
was opened with singing the 102d Hymn, and prayer by the 
Rev. Mr. Hathaway. 

The Rev. Dr. Crocker, the committee previously appointed, 
read a report on the subject of Christian Missions ; which 
was followed by addresses from the Rev. Messrs. Taft, Pratt 
and Fenner. 

After singing the 133d Psalm, and prayer and the benedic- 

_ tion by the President, the Convention adjourned, sine die. 


GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Sec’ry. 


APPENDIX A. 
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APPENDIX B. 


ST. JAMES’ CHURCH, BERNON VILLAGE, SMITHFIELD. 

The undersigned commenced officiating in St. James’s on the 
first Sunday in Advent, 29th of November last ; although, from 
circumstances which it is unnecessary to specify, he has resaded 
in the place only since the middle of January. He takes pleas- 
ure in reporting that there has been a considerable increase in 
the size of the congregation, and that the members of it have 
given a gratifying attention to the instructions of the pulpit. 
Nor have there been wanting indications of the presence and 
unction of the Holy Spirit among us. There has been and ts 
now a degree of seriousness prevailing, which we hope may be 
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egarded as the omen of better days for the spiritual interests 
{this flock. ‘Two services on the Sabbath and a lecture dur- 
ng the week, are held regularly. 

The Sunday school consists of about 80 scholars, of whom 
}0 are in actual attendance. It is under the charge of a Su- 
erintendent and thirteen teachers, and is furnished with a smal] 
ibrary. | 

A sewing circle has also been recently organized among the 
adies of St. James’s, under auspices unusually flattering. It 
sonvenes once in two weeks, and on those occasions the Minis- 
er of the parish usually meets with them, and spends an hour 
n the reading of some appropriate book. From this associa- 
ion we anticipate much good, in a variety of ways. We think 
he parish may safely be pronounced to be in a flourishing con- 
lition. 

There have been 1 baptism (adult ;) 1 marriage, 2 funerals. 
Of the communicants 9 have been added, 3 have removed ; 
present number, as nearly as can be ascertained, 30. 


H. WATERMAN, Muinisrer. 
June 13, 1836. 


EMMANUEL CHURCH, MANSVILLE. 


The peculiar circumstances under which this parish was or- 
ganized, a little previous to the last annual Convention, and its 
then infant and imperfect state, were not such, perhaps, as 
would reasonably afford the expectation of any very immediate 
and decided results. In his* last report, however, the under- 
signed expressed the conviction that, in this place, a door of use- 
fulness was open to him. From a review of the past Conven- 
tional year, this conviction has not been lessened. And though 
there have not yet been witnessed that extensive improvement 
which is desirable where the Gospel is preached, and those 
special fruits for which the Minister of God is accustomed 
anxiously to look ; still, however, there is just cause for grati- 
tude, in view of the measure of success that has resulted, and 


14 


frorn a present survey of our field of labor, we are disposed t 
thank God_and take courage. 

Temporally, our parish may be considered prosperous. Dus 
ing the past year, an act of incorporation has been obtained 
agreeably toa form previously approved by our people. 

Our services, though yet new to many who attend them, ar 
performed with some degree of propriety. ‘The chants hav 
been introduced by our choir—they are regularly and properl; 
conducted, and we trust they add to the interest of our wor 
ship. The congregation are respectful, and manifest a goo 
degree of sobriety in their attendance on the means of grace 
‘The improved interest, or more single attention manifest unde 
the preaching of the Gospel, and sometimes evinced by the tear 
ful eye, seems to indicate that the truth is silently finding its wa) 
to the heart, and to afford encouragement that, ere long, th 
word will prove itself not to have been spoken altogether 11 
vain. 

Individuals have liberally, and to the extent of the demanc 
made upon them, contributed to the support of the gospel in the 
parish. ‘The kind and friendly disposition manifested towarc 
us, by this people, in temporal matters, has been such as tc 
humble us; and while we trust it has been for our furtherance. in 
the Gospel, it has not rendered us less anxiously desirous for 
their salvation. 

There have been, since our last report, three infants baptiz- 
ed, marriages 10, burials 4. Our Sunday school numbers 80 
scholars and 10 teachers. 'The most favorable indication that 
can be remarked in our prospects at present, is, that of sober 
attention to the preaching of the word, and a disposition, i 
some cases at least, to lay aside prejudice against the Gospel of 
the Redeemer. Two or three have been led, we trust, with 
sincerity and in earnest, to make the inquiry for themselves, 
‘‘ What shall I do to be saved?” May these be the first fruits 
of many who shall make the like inquiry, and to whom there 
shall hereafter be given a crown of glory. 


KE. MUNROE, Minister. 
June 13, 1836. 


- 
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CHRIST'S CHURCH, LONSDALE. 


To the Secretary of the Convention, 

Rev. ano Dear Str—As I have closed my pastoral con- 
nexion with the parish at Lonsdale, and have accepted an in- 
vitation to another field of labor, I send you the following brief 
account of the parish during the few months that have inter- 
vened since the last Convention in June. 

Within this period the church has been completed, and in 
September last was consecrated to God according to the rites 
and usages of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States. The church is a beautiful specimen of Grecian archi- 
tecture, and is furnished with every convenience for the appro- 
priate celebration of divine worship. 

The parish is now able to support itself, and has already paid 
back into the Treasury of the Convocation about three hundred 
dollars. ‘This sum has been raised by the ladies of the sewing 
circle, two hundred of which have been contributed the present 
year. ‘The industry and perseverance of this association have 
ever been a source of encouragement to their former Pastor, 
and he leaves them in the firm belief they will not cease 
their work and labor of love; for already do they feel that, in 
striving to do good to others, they are blessed themselves. 
All the monies raised by them, have been cheerfully paid into 
the ‘Treasury of the Convocation. I should also mention that 
the sum of fifty-four dollars, collected at the monthly missionary 
meeting, have been paid to the Treasurer of the Board of For- 
eign Missions, to be appropriated to the China mission. Since 
the last Convention, the subject of infant baptism has been 
brought before the congregation. This delightful and scriptural 
privilege and duty of dedicating little children to the Lord, 
though opposed to the former views and feelings of the people, 
has been most favorably received. Many are surprised that 
they have been so long unacquainted with the mass of evidence 
by which this duty is so plainly established. On the last Sab- 
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bath L baptized nine children, and it is expected that several 
others will soon be brought forward. Several additions to the 
communion and adult baptism, have taken place, since the re- 
port in June. The whole number of communicants is fifty. 
On the day of the Consecration, Bishop Griswold administered 
Confirmation to twelve persons, being the third time the rite 
has been administered within the last fifteen months. 

One of the happiest circumstances connected with the parish 
is the perfect union and harmony which have ever prevailed 
among the members of the church. ‘The enlightened attach- 
ment now felt by them to the services of the church, and which 
has taken the place of former prejudices, may be hailed as an 
earnest of their future prosperity as a church and people. 

[It is not without the deepest feeling of an imperative sense 
of duty, that their former Pastor separates himself from a people 
so dear to the affections of his heart—among whom he has 
passed the happiest hours of his existence, and with whom he 
has so often taken sweet counsel and gone to the house of Ged 
in company. Daily shall they be remembered in his unworthy 
petitions, and great is the consolation that he feels in the sure 
belief that, as in times past, so now also, they will continue to 
offer up unceasing prayer in his behalf. 

JAMES W. COOKE, tate Rector. 


November 25, 1835. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-PROVIDENCE. 


The Rector of this church reports to the Convention, 159 
communicants, 29 baptisms, 16 marriages, 160 Sunday school 
scholars, and 54 funerals. Of the latter, six only were in his 
congregation. 

During the last Conventional year, the congregation of St. 
Paul’s church has steadily increased. Since Passion Week, I 
have added to the communion, 24. There are now a number 
of candidates for baptism, and a very general seriousness per- 
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vades the congregation. ‘The Lord hath done, and is doing, 
great things for us. ‘To his name be the praise. 

In addition to the regular services of the church on the Sab- 
bath, I lecture on Sunday and Wednesday evenings, and cate- 
chise the children, once a month. On Sunday mornings, I 
instruct a Bible class, a number of which have become hope- 
fully pious, and have joined the church. I have preached 
several times at the neighboring village of Central Falls. 

I have observed the seasons of Passion Week, Monday and 
Tuesday in Easter Week, Monday and Tuesday in Whitsun 
Week, besides other fast and festival days. These seasons have 
been greatly blessed. Some have been brought into the fold of 
Christ, and those already within the pale of the church have 
been edified, by the observance of these seasons. 

There are times, it is believed, when extraordinary religious 
services are required. ‘These services are provided in our 
Liturgy. The framers of our book of Common Prayer seem 
to have been prophetic ; they appear to have anticipated the 
demand for religious services in this age of excitement, and to 
have provided for it; my experience is, that their provision is 
amply sufficient. I have also learned by experience, that in 
times of revival, or high religious excitement, the Prayer Book 
is most highly valued; and I have been called upon, at such 
times, to use the discretionary part of the Litany. 

Since the performance of the extraordinary religious services 
of our church, my people have repeatedly said to me, that they 
never before saw the church completely clad in her beautiful 
garments. ‘They would be very unwilling to have them dis-- 
continued. 

‘The Sunday school is more numerously attended than it has 
been for several years past, and is in a prosperous state. Con- 
nected with it is a well-furnished library. 

The monthly concert for prayer is held the first Monday 
evening in each month. The male members of the church 


hold a prayer meeting on Thursday evening, and the female 
3 , 
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members on Saturday evening, of each week. The female 
Missionary Society are steadily engaged in their pious work. 
Parochial visitation is attended to, as far as my other avocations 
will permit. 

Upon the whole, the parish of St. Paul’s church was never 
more flourishing than at the present time. ‘There is great rea- 
son for encouragement, and for gratitude to God. 

GEORGE TAFT, Rector. 

North-Providence, June 13, 1836. 


ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


The record of St. John’s church shews of baptisms, 8; 
4 infants and 4 adults; accessions to the communion, 18; 
marriages, 3; burials, 15; confirmed, 15; Sunday school 
teachers, 26; scholars, 128; infant school teachers, 2; schol- 
ars, 65; colored school teachers, 11; scholars, 48. ‘The church 
contributes for missionary, education and diocesan purposes, 
#1000 per annum, on an average. Whole number of commu- 
nicants, 180. 

N. B. CROCKER, Rector. 

Providence, June 13, 1836. 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


The Rector of this church respectfully reports for the past year, 
baptisms, 4 adults, 9 infants; total, 13; marriages, 8; burials, 
6; communicants removed, 8; died, 1; added, 9; present 
number, 1123; confirmed, 16; Sunday school, 17 teachers, 100 
scholars; library, 236 vols. ; 

We have, during the past year, in the providence of God, 
suffered the loss of some valuable members by death and re- 
moval; but, through the divine goodness, the general state of 
the congregation is prosperous; its numbers, and v we hope its 
piety, gradually increasing. 
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Our religious services, besides the morning and afternoon ser- 
vices of Sunday, are a familiar lecture on Sunday and ‘Thursday 
evenings, and a prayer meeting on ‘Tuesday evening ; also the 
monthly concerts of prayer for missions, Sunday schools and 
seamen, on the first, second and third Monday evenings of eve- 
ry month. 

The ladies’ society continue, with unabated zeal, their unos- 
tentatious but highly useful labors ; contributing from the pro- 
ceeds of their industry and contributions, valuable aid to the 
missionary cause and other benevolent objects. 

Our missionary collections are made on the principle of sys- 
tematic charity recommended by the Apostle: “ Upon the first 
day of the week, let each one lay by him in store, according as 


God hath prospered him ;’ 


’ which weekly offerings are depos- 


ited at the monthly missionary meeting, in a box at the 
door. We have in this way succeeded, during the past year, 
in collecting a greater amount than by the former method of 
soliciting contributions ; and, we trust, with far greater conven- 
ience, and pleasure and profit to the contributors. 
: GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Recror. 
Warren, June 13, 1836. 


ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 


During the past year, 12 infants have been baptized; the 
burials, 6; marriages, 5 ; confirmed, 1; communicants added, 
6; died, 5; number left, 229. The religious services are, on 
the Lord’s day, prayers and preaching twice, with prayers and 
a lecture in the evening; a lecture on Tuesday evening ; a 
conference meeting Saturday evening; a missionary concert 
meeting on the first Monday of each month; a prayer meeting 
by the female communicants, on the Monday evening of each 
week, except the first; occasional prayer meetings at each 
other’s houses, by the male communicants ; together with as 
much pastoral visiting, as the Rector’s broken health and in- 
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cessant occupation will allow. On the Wednesday of each 
week, the Female Missionary Society meets to work for the 
Rhode-Island Clerical Convocation; into whose ‘Treasury they 
have paid two hundred and fifty dollars during the last year. 
Our Education Society sustains at Bristol College, in Pennsyl- 
vania, a beneficiary, with a view to his taking orders in our 
church. For an account of the Sunday school, reference is 
made to the subjoined report of the Superintendent, who meets 
the teachers for mutual scripture study and improvement, on 
Friday evening of each week. A Maternal Association has 
been recently organized, in St. Michael’s church, for the pur- 
pose of better enabling mothers to train up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. May Jehovah, in much 
mercy, vouchsafe to make this important association an instru- 
ment in His holy hand, of awakening, quickening, reviving our 
slumbering church! It is one of the saddest signs of the times, 
that so many of our older churches, throughout the Union, have 
become cold, indifferent, careless, lukewarm, dead. If God 
does not in mercy vouchsafe to revive His work in the midst of 
the years, we may soon expect to see, and feel, that judgment 
is, in very deed, begun at the house of God. 
JOHN BRISTED, Rector. 

Bristol, June 14, 1836. 
A Report or Sr. Micuaew’s Sunpay sGHooL, BristTou. 

Our school, at present, comprises 1 superintendent, 2 assis- 
tants, 2 librarians, and 5 male and 20 female teachers. Upon 
an average, 125 scholars have attended. Two scholars, of the 
age of 12 and 13 years, have been taken from us, the past year,. 
by death. ‘Their sickness, which was ‘long and distressing, 
they bore with patience, giving evidence of a holy resignation 
to the will of Heaven. About three months since, they were 
brought, (as we have reason to believe) to a peaceful death, 
with an unusually strong faith in a once crucified but now risen 
Saviour. ‘This gives us reason to be thankful, and to hope 
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that the Lord will bless cur humble endeavors so to instruct the 
Sunday school children, that they may be prepared to leave 
this world for the next, and to join those who have gone before, 
through the mediation and merits of our blessed Lord and Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ. 
G. B. Monro, Assistant Superintendent. 

sii; studies are, the A. S. 5. Union Questions, hymns and 
portions of scripture committed to memory. We haye 375 
volumes in our library. 


Bristol, June 13, 1836. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH. 


The Rector of this church respectfully reports to the Con- 
vention, (towards the close of the third year of the existence of 
St. Paul’s, Portsmouth) that, during the last Conventional 
year, there have been the usual religious services, in the church, 
on the Lord’s day; and a third service, either in the church 
or ina private house. ‘The principal festivals and fasts have 
been observed, so far as circumstances have admitted. One 
or two meetings for social worship have been held, during the 
week, in different parts of the parish. ‘Three female circles 
now meet therein weekly, for prayer for the divine blessing. 

The Sunday school has regularly had the superintendence 
of the Rector. The Sunday school library has received an 
acceptable donation from a Christian not of our communion. 

The two female Convocation Societies of the parish have 
contributed to the general fund, according to their ability. 

Ten copies of the “ Christian Witness” have been circulated, 
during one year, through the liberality of a clerical brother. 
This gift is continued from a different source. The “ Christ- 
ian Witness” is deemed a valuable auxiliary for the diffusion 
of experimental and practical religion: its catholic temper is 
also well adapted to present the church in her genuine char- 
acter, and to conciliate attention and regard. On.these ac- 
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counts, it is be believed to be appropriate to the condition of a 
new parish. E 

Through the favor of another clerical brother, the use of an 
organ has been granted us, which is a valuable assistance to- 
wards the due performance of the services of the sanctuary, 
and the promotion of attendance thereon. 

The congregation of St. Paul’s continues to increase ; and, 
it is hoped, that there is arising a more just and more general 
appreciation of religious privileges. The ordinances of baptism 
and the Lord’s supper, and the rite of confirmation, have, it is 
believed, been signally owned and blessed of God to the estab- 
lishment and comfort of believers. Social meetings for relig- 
ious worship, pastoral visitation, (to which a large proportion 
of time has been devoted) and the distribution of religious 
books and tracts, have, it is thought, been, under God, the 
more immediate means of adding to the communion of the 
church ; the scattered situation of the congregation and other 
circumstances being such as to prevent the regular attendance 
at the sanctuary which is usual where the members of a con- 
gregation dwell contiguously. The number of communicants 
added is not large ; but they all give scriptural evidence of 
sound conversion, and afford promise that they will “ grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ, and live 
godly, righteously and soberly in this present evil world.” 

For what has been wrought in us and by us,* we would 
give all the glory and praise ‘to the Father, and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghost.” Baptized adults, 6; confirmed, 6; 
communicants added, 8; removed, 1; deceased, 2; present 
number, 20; Sunday school teachers, 7; scholars, 20 to 35; 
marriages, 3 ; burials, 6. 

| J. P. FENNER, Recror. 
Portsmouth, June 14, 1836. 


*Since the commencement of Episcopal services, in July, 1833, there 
have been gathered 27 communicants. 
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TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


Baptisms, children, 16; adults, 6; total, 22; confirmed, 9; 
marriages, 2; funerals, 24; communicants added, 20; died, 8; 
removed, 5; present number, 125; Sunday school teachers, 
24; scholars, 230; volumes in the library, 511; contributions 
for benevolent purposes, $240. 


S. WHEATON, Recror. 
Newport, June 13, 1836. 


ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


The Rector of this parish respectfully reports, that the divine 
blessing has been experienced in the continual prosperity of its 
condition, during the past conventional year. ‘The year before 
the last was a period of unusual spiritual prosperity, and will 
long be remembered as an era in the history of this church. 
The year which has just terminated has not been marked with 
such special manifestations of God’s presence in the conversion: 
of numbers from sin to holiness, as occur in what is popularly 
termed ‘a revival of religion.” ‘The influence of religion has, 
consequently, been less visibly and strongly exhibited in every 
good word and work. Yet we have no small occasion for 
thankfulness in the fact, that the prosperity which has hereto- 
fore been experienced, and which is still in a good degree 
enjoyed, has not been followed by any relapse; but that, on 
the contrary, all the institutions of the church, and the benevo- 
lent associations of the age continue to receive their usual 
attention; and that, amid so much lamented division in the 
Christian world, we are able to say of the church that, “ peace 
is within her walls.” 

The subjoined table will shew the state and progress of the 
church, and no further detail might be deemed necessary ; but 
there are a few particulars on which it may be useful to enlarge. 

The Sunday school still continues prosperous, and among 


the means.of keeping alive a constant interest in the cause, one 
deserves particular notice. ‘The school is divided into different 
departments; and the Superintendent and teachers of each 
hold a weekly meeting among themselves; and on these occa- 
sions, besides their devotional exercises, and attending to the 
lesson for the next Sunday, consult on whatever may be neces- 
sary to the improvement of each department. A deeper inter- 
est has been evidently awakened by this division of supervision : 
as one evidence of it, a recent examination of the parish has 
shewn that not a single child remained unconnected with one 
or other of the schools, except for a satisfactory reason. 

The cause of the Sunday school and of intelligent piety has 
been advanced by another object, which deserves notice. ‘This 
is the establishment of a “ religious circulating library,” design- 
ed for the use of the teachers, and the members of the Bible 
classes. By this plan, books have been obtained, both by dona- 
tion and purchase, which could not have been procured other- 
wise ; especially the publications of the day, which are of an 
interesting character, but not of a sufficiently standard one to be 
cenerally purchased. Besides this, the more general reading 
of them and of all the other books is secured. 

One fact deserves mention in relation to the missionary cause. 
Our meetings and our contributions, in connexion with this 
object, have been very much increased by holding the monthly 
missionary meeting in the church, and accompanying it with a 
stated lecture, in which the various topics connected with this 
large subject may be treated separately. 

It may not be improper to mention, among the accessions 
to the church during this year, the baptism of a very interesting 
lady, who has been well known to the Episcopal publie by her 
sufferings. I refer to the subject of the Rhode-Island Cottage. 

It is due also to the members of the Ladies’ Convocation So- 
ciety of this parish to correct a mistake made in the Journal of 
last year. They were then represented as having by great 
industry, contributed nearly $100, within two years, ‘to the 
missionary cause. It should have been $600. 


Marriages, 6; burials, 8; baptisms, adulis, 4; infants, 9; 
confirmed, 7 ; communicants, added, 23; removed, 2; present 
_ number, 116; Sunday scholars, 224; teachers, 35; voiumes in 
library, 435. JOHN WEST, Rector. 

Newport, June 13, 1836. 


CHRIST’S CHURCH, WESTERLY. 


With the deepest gratitude to the Giver of all Good, does 
the Minister of this church record the blessings which have 
been conferred upon the people of his charge, during the past 
conventional year. ‘“ Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name be all the glory.” 

We have had to contend with the difficulties incident to new 
parishes. We have had the trials which always attend a church 
blessed of God. Still we can say, with emphasis, all these 
things have worked together for our good. ‘They have kept 
us from wandering in idleness upon the banks of the stream, 
forgetful of the fountain. ‘They have kept us, as we trust, at 
the feet of “ the great Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.” 
We would, by no means, have it understood, that our trials 
have been greater than those usually attendant upon new 
stations. So far from it, we have been received by the 
great mass of the community with such kindness and cor- 
diality as can never be forgotten while we live, but must 
continue a source of gratitude and thanksgiving to Him 
“who turneth the hearts of men as the rivers of water are 
turned.” 

We reported, last year, that we were making efforts to 
build a house, which would be consecrated to the worship 
of God, according to the forms and usages of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. Through the divine blessing, we have 
been able to accomplish our object. A neat and beautiful 
church has been erected, at an expense of about $6000. 
Of this sum, nearly $2000 were originally subscribed by 
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individuals of-our own congregation. This suin was increased to 
upwards of $3000, by the donations of friends in New-York, 
Providence, Newport, Bristol and Warren. The remainder 
of the expense has been, contrary to our expectations, met 
by the recent sale of pews. The debt still remaining. is 
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comparatively small. Our house is 57 by 38 feet, of per- . 


fect Grecian order, with a projection of seven feet, support- 
ed by four columns. We have a well-finished, commodious 
lecture room, in the basement of the church. <A bell has been 
purchased, and we hope, ere long, to be able to offer unto God 
the notes of praise from the well-tuned organ. 

We have, in a state of progress, to be finished in a few 
nionths, a parsonage house, to be located on a Jot adjoining the 
church. Most truly may it be said of this dear people, “ they 
have done what they could.” Never have they shrunk from 
the work to which they put their hands. No expense or labor 
has been spared to place the church of their love upon an im- 
movable basis. God reward them. Nay, he has rewarded 
them: his spiritual blessings have more than kept pace with 
their efforts to advance his cause. 

During the year, there have been many accessions to the 
communion, of such as, we trust, will finally be saved. ‘The 
table attached to this report will show the number added. Our 
increase has been very gradual, scarcely a communion season 
passing, without some one or more being joined to ‘ the sacra- 
mental host.” 

Our “ ladies’ sewing circle” has done, as we said last year 
they would do, well in every sense of the word. Since their 
organization, eighteen months since, they. have raised $235. 
From this sum they have paid, upon a pledge of their Pastor, 
& 100 into the funds of the Rhode-Island Convocation. With 
the remaining $135, they have purchased and presented to 
the church a beautiful silver communion service. 

Our Tract Society still continues its useful operations; and 
although we are not able to point directly to cases of conversion 
through its instrumentality, yet are we satisfied that good has 
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been done, for God has promised that his “ word shall not re- 
turn unto him void.” 

- Since our last report, a Baptist society has been organized in 
the village, and the Sabbath school has been divided. This has, 
of course, diminished our number of scholars somewhat. Still, 
we are abie to report our school as being in a prosperous con- 
dition. We have recently purchased a library, consisting of 
nearly 260 volumes, which number being added to those before 
possessed, make in all about 400 volumes. There have been 
six hopeful conversions among the scholars, five of whom are 
in communion with our church, and are, as we believe, adorning 
their profession by a holy walk and conversation. 

‘Our services for the week, are, preaching twice on the Sab- 
bath, and a lecture or prayer meeting in the evening; ladies’ 
sewing circle meet on Tuesday afternoon; a prayer meeting, 
which is of a deeply interesting character, on Wednesday even- 
ing; the Pastor’s life, or, in other words, the female praying 
circle, on Friday evening; and a teachers’ meeting and Bible 
class on Saturday evening. In addition to these, the monthly 
missionary concert is observed on the first Monday evening in 
each month. 

The Pastor of this church has preached a number of times 
about two miles from the village, where good attendance and 
attention have been given. Should strength be granted, the 
request of the people will be complied with, and the meetings. 
be continued. 

Adult baptisms, 21 ; communicants before reported, 38; do. 
added, 27; do. deceased, 2; present number, 63; confirma- 
tions, 21; Sunday scholars, 94; teachers, males, 6; do. fe- 
males, 8; marriages, 6; burials, 7. 

JAMES PRATT, Rector. 

Westerly, June 18, 1836. 


SSS 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, KINGSTON. 
By request of the Wardens and Vestrymen of St. Peter’s 
Church, the undersigned reports that no material change has 
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taken place in its condition and prospects, since the Convention 
of 1835. Our efforts to obtain a Clergyman for that station, 
have been, hitherto, unavailing. ‘The members attached to 
the church have, as we believe, continued steadfast in the truth, 
and have gone on in the narrow path, patiently waiting for 
the time when God should send them a servant to break to 
them the bread of eternal life. The ladies of the church hav- 
ing formed themselves into a Convocation Society, have paid 
into the treasury of the Rhode-Island Convocation, 30 dollars ; 
and, considering the discouragements with which they have had 
to contend, this is indeed noble. There have been, as I believe, 
some accessions to the communion, since the last report; but 
not having the records at hand, I am unable to say how many. 
We pray that they may, and trust they will, ere long, have a 
“man after God’s own heart.” 
JAMES PRATT. 
June 13, 1836. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, TOWER HILL. 


We rejoice that, through the merciful goodness of the Lord, 
we are again permitted to report to this Convention. We re- 
gret, most of all, not being able to record more to the glory of 
God’s grace. But we can most truly say, that whatever has 
been done was the fruit of his goodness, and to his name be all 
the praise. As explanatory of the little success that has attend- 
ed our services, we would state that, in addition to our own 
unworthiness, the difficulties to be encountered in raising a 
prostrate church, are undoubtedly much greater than those 
which are experienced in building up new churches. We have 
to bless God for his long-suffering with this people, and their 
unworthy servant in Christ. Some souls during the past year, 
we trust, have entered the bands of the redeemed, by newness 
of life. The time, we believe, has never been, when there 
were none seeking the salvation of their souls. Last October, 
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a series of meetings were holden at our church, by the devoted- 
aess, zeal and self-denial, chiefly, of one of our brethren, which 
were greatly blessed. We are pained to say that but very few 
of those who attended those meetings, have yet come out from 
the world by a public profession of their faith. It is too often 
the case, im all our country congregations, that persons are a 
year or two professedly pious, before they can be induced to 
unite with the people of God. Many thus lose in a measure 
their first love, become lukewarm, and in many instances live 
for years in such a manner that it would be difficult to decide 
which has the best claim to them, Christ or the world. This 
is one of the great trials through which most of our Missionaries 
are called to pass, and one over which they must weep and 
pray. Our parish has accomplished, the past year, a noble 
object in the thorough repair of one of the old glebe houses. 
It is now a neat and commodious dwelling. They intend to 
repair the church, the presentsummer. ‘The ladies’ missionary 
society for our own State is doing very well, considering how 
few there are who feel any proper interest in it. We have two 
Sabbath schools, both of which, we trust, average from 60 to 
70 scholars. We have received, during the past year, to the 
holy communion, by baptism and confirmation, 7; present 
number of communicants, 22; died, 1; burials, 4; baptized, 
1 infant; marriages, 2. 
ERASTUS D’WOLF, Minister. 
Tower Hill, June 14, 1836. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, WICKFORD. 


Those who have been acquainted with the former history 
of this parish, or have seen the report presented at the last 
Convention, will not anticipate, at the present time, an ac- 
count so encouraging as from some of our sister churches of 
more recent organization. 

In reviewing the period since we last met, my mind can 
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fix upon no changes which appear as striking evidences of 
progress; yet, in the general aspect of things, there is a very 
visible improvement. If esked in what I might deem this 
improvement to consist, the reply would be, in a more inti- 
mate and endearing communion among the members of our 
church, and in a realizing sense that, as individuals, they 
have solemn and important duties to perform. 

So far as pecuniary effort is an evidence of spiritual in- 
terest, we are not entirely destitute of tokens for good. ‘The 
circumstances of our people are quite limited, yet by their 
own exertions, combined with the truly Christian liberality 
of our friends in the neighboring parishes, a beautiful organ 
has been purchased, to impart additional interest to our ser- 
vices. We are in some degree, it is true, still indebted for 
this instrument, but we hope that soon this debt will be en- 
urely liquidated. 

So far as has been in the power of the friends and mem- 
bers of the church, they have reciprocated the pecuniary 
kindness extended to them. 

The ladies’ sewing circle, though small in numbers, has 
raised $62; fifty of which has been placed at the disposal 
of the Convocation, in its character as the missionary associa- 
tion of the church in this State. During the present year, it 
is confidently hoped that a much larger amount will be collect- 
ed for the same purpose. 

Our number of services is, from the somewhat peculiar cir- 
cumstances of the people, rather limited. An evening lecture, 
in addition to the regular services of the sanctuary, closes the 
duties of the Sabbath. An additional lecture, and a ladies’ as- 
sociation for prayer, the conducting of which devolves, in a great 
measure, upon the female members of the church, compose the 
intervening services. Our sewing circle meets in the afternoon 
of each Saturday, when it is my practice to be present. 

We have a Sabbath school under very happy auspices, over 
which I extend my personal superintendence. The number of 
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teachers is 11, and that of the scholars from 40 to 50; nearly 
all the former are hopefully pious. 

In exhibiting the statistics of the church, that portion which 
refers to the number of communicants added, though arithmeti- 
cally correct, will not furnish an entirely accurate view of the 
real increase. Several individuals will probably jom our next 
communion who, from the impression of a longer probation 
being the course of prudence, were not encouraged to advance 
at the former administration. 

We have for the past year, of adult baptisms, 4; admitted to 
communion, 5; confirmed, 4; funerals, 4; marriages, 1; Sun- 
day school teachers, male, 4; female, 7; who have the charge 
of from 40 to 50 scholars. 

FRANCIS PECK, Recror. 

Wickford, June 13, 1836. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, EAST-GREENWICH. 

Baptisms, 1; confirmations, 3; funerals, 3; communicants, 
42. 

In this parish, no essential change has taken place, since the 
last Convention. 

The services have been generally well attended; but there 
has not been and is not as much attention to the great concern 
of the soul, as in former years. 

The Sunday school is flourishing, having 120 scholars, a fair 
proportion of whom are regular in their attendance. Besides 
the school attached to the church, the teachers have exerted 
themselves, it is believed, to some good effect, in other places. 
A colored Sunday school is taught in the village, and four Sun- 
day schools in the neighboring region, which are represented 
as doing well. 

The weekly Bible class is still continued, besides which, 
there is a separate adult Sunday school class, conducted by a 
lay gentleman during the intermission. 
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‘The ladies, with commendable perseverance and industry, 
and usual success, continue their efforts in behalf of the Convo- 
cation. 

5S. NASH, Recror. 
East-Greenwich, June 14, 1836. — - 


APPENDIX C. 


The committee on the finances of the Convention, report, 
that it appears from the Treasurer’s report referred to them, 
that he has received from the churches the past year only 
eighty-six dollars and seventy-five cents from the two hundred 
and nine dollars voted and assessed on the churches by the last 
Convention; and that one Aundred and thirteen dollars and 
seventy-five cents are still due from the following churches :-— 
Trinity church, Newport, &30; Zion church, Newport, $12 
50; St. Michael’s church, Bristol, $8 75; St. Mark’s church, 
Warren, $18; St. Paul’s, North Providence, $12; St. James’s, 
Woonsocket, $3 75; St. Paul’s, Wickford, $9; Christ’s 
church, Lonsdale, $3 75; St. Paul’s church, Portsmouth, 
$3 75; St. Luke’s, Tower Hill, 86; St. Peter’s church, Kings- 
ton, $2 50. ‘Total $113 75, now due to the Convention 
from the aforesaid churches. ‘The debts of the Convention 
amount to $123 75, which ought to be immediately paid; and 
which, the amount now due with the small balance in the trea- 
sury, will enable the Convention to pay. 

To pay the expenses of the Convention for the present year, 
as also the twenty-five dollars assumed by the Convention yes- 
terday, the Committee have made the following apportion- 
ment, being at the rate of 1 1-4 percent. on the salaries paid 
to the Rectors of the several churches, respectively : 
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St. James’s church, Woonsocket, 86 25 
Immanuel church, Mansville, 2 te 
Christ’s church, Lonsdale, 7 50 
St. Paul’s church, N. Providence, 7 50 
St. John’s church, Providence, 15 00 
Grace church, co. " =¥8 00 


St. Luke’s church, East-Greenwich, 6 
St. Paul’s church, Wickford, 3 
St. Luke’s church, Tower Hill, 3 
Christ’s church, Westerly, 6 25 
St. Mark’s church, Warren, 7 50 
7 
3 


St. Michael’s church, Bristol, 50 
St. Paul’s church, Portsmouth, 15 
Trinity church, Newport, 12 50 
Zion’s church, do. 12 50 

118 75 


The committee recommend that the Treasurer’s report re- 
ferred to them be received; and as promptness in the payment 
of the several accounts apportioned, is of the greatest impor- 
tance, they propose the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it be requested of the Delegates of the sev- 
eral churches, that they ncw pay into the hands of the Treas- 
urer the amount of their past and present apportionment. 

GEO. W. HATHAWAY, 
ALEXANDER JONES, 


Ss. T. NORTHAM. 
East-Greenwich, June 15, 1836. . 
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LIST OF CLERGY IN RHODE-ISLAND. 


Joun Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 
Lemvet Buree, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Kingstown. 


_ Naruan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s 


Church, Providence. 


. Erastus D’Wotr, Deacon, Minister of St. Luke’s 


Church, Tower Hill. 


. Joun P. Fenner, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Ports- 


mouth. 


. Georce W. Harnaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 


Warren. 


. Lours Jansen, Minister of the Church of the Nativity, 


Chepachet. 


. Eparaim Monroe, Minister of Emmanuel’s Church, 


Manville. 


. Sytvester Nasu, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, East- 


Greenwich. 


. Francis Pecx, Assistant Minister of St. Michael's 


Church, Bristol. 


. James Prarr, Rector of Christ Church, Westerly. 
. George Tarr, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North- 


Providence. 


. Anexanper H. Vinton, Minister of Grace Church, 


Providence. 


. Wasuineton Van Zanpt, Deacon, officiating at Lons- 


dale. 


. Henry Warerman, Deacon, Minister of St. James’s 


Church, Woonsocket. 


. Epwarp Wayten, Deacon, Minister of St. Matthew’s 


Church, Jamestown. 


. Joun West, Rector of Zion Church, Newport. 
. Satuon Wuearton, D. D. Rector of Trinity Church, 


Newport. 


. JoserH M. Brown, residing at Woonsocket. 


A 
LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 


Certificates of whose election by their respective Churches, 
were presented and approved. 


Provipence.—St. John’s Church. Alexander Jones, Wil- 
liam G. Goddard, Austin Gurney, John B. Chace. 

Grace Church. George S. Wardwell, Resolved Waterman, 
Amasa Manton, George Andrews. 

Newport.—Zion Church. Stephen T. Northam, John 
H. Gilliat, Samuel Whitehorne, Henry Potter. 

Portsmoutu.—St. Paul’s Church. John Burrington, 
Henry Lawton, Bateman Monroe. 

Bristot.—St. Michael’s Church. George Pearse, John G. 
Harding, Benjamin Hall, Lemuel C. Richmond. 

Warren.—St. Mark’s Church. Nathan M. Wheaton, 
Paschal Allen, John T. Child, Anderson Martin. 

NortH-Provipence.—St. Paul’s Church. Gideon L. 
Spencer, Danforth L. Peck, Daniel Wilkinson, rola Wal- 
cott. 

LonspaLe.— Christ Church. Jeremiah Whipple, Esek 
W. Dexter, Warren Cooke, Leonard M. Blodget. 

Manvitue.—Emmanuel Church. Arlon Man, Sanford W. 
Sears, Levi Cook, 

Woonsocxet.— St. James’s Church. Samuel Greene, Wil- 
liam Booth, Lebbeus C. Tourtellot, James H. Carpenter. 

Westerty.— Christ’s Church. Stephen Smith, jr. Levi L. 
Derby, Nelson Brown, James C. Albro. 

East-Greenwicu.—sSt. Luke’s Church. David Pinniger, 
Kingsley Bullock, John P. Roberts, Emery Fiske. 

Nortu-Kinestown.—st. Paul’s Church. Alfred Updike, 
Gideon Freeborn, William A. Shaw, A. M. Thomas, Allen 
M. Bates. 

Tower Hinit.—St. Luke’s Church. Elisha F. Watson, 
Albert G. Robinson. 

Jamestown.—St. Matthew’s Church. Jeremiah Hazard. 

Cuepacnet.— Church of the Nativity. Cyrus Cooke. 


Notrt.—No Lay Delegates attended the Convention from cnet Church, 
Newport, and St. Peter's Church, Kingston. 


JOURNAL. 


Warren, Turspay, June 13, 1837. 

Tis being the day appvinted by the Constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the State of Rhode-Island, for the annual Convention 
of the same, the Clerical Members and Lay Delegates assembled, agreeably 
to the appointment of the last Convention, in St. Mark’s Church, at nine 
o'clock, A. M. Morning service was read by the Rev. Messrs, D'Wolf 
and Nash. The Convention sermon was preached by the Rev. Mr. Pratt, 
and the holy communion administered by the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, assisted 
by the Rev. Messrs. Nash and Pratt. 

After the religious services, the Rev. Dr. Crocker, President of the former 
Convention, took the chair, and the Convention came to order. The Rev. 
Mr. Hathaway, the former Secretary, having called over the list of names 
of the Clerical and Lay members of the Convention, the following of the 
Clergy, entitled to seats, appeared in attendance, viz. Rev. John Bristed, 
Lemuel Burge, Nathan B. Crocker, Erastus D’Wolf, John P. Fenner, 
George W. Hathaway, Louis Jansen, Ephraim Monroe, Sylvester Nash, 
Francis Peck, James Pratt, George Taft, Alexander H. Vinton, Henry 
Waterman, Edward Waylen, and-John West. 

Also the following Lay Delegates, viz. Messrs. Alexander Jones, Austin 
Gurney, William G. Goddard, Stephen T. Northam, John H. Gilliat, 
George S, Wardwell, George Andrews, John Burrington, Bateman Monroe, 
George Pearse, John G. Harding, Benjamin Hall, Nathan M. Wheaton, 
Paschal Allen, John T. Child, Anderson Martin, Danforth L, Peck, Dan- 
iel Wilkinson, Edward Walcott, Jeremiah Whipple, Warren Cooke, Sam- 
uel Greene, William Booth, Lebbeus E. Tourtellot, James H. Carpenter, 
Stephen Smith, jun. Levi L. Derby, James C. Albro, Kingsley Bullock, 
John P. Roberts, Emery Fiske, Allen M. Bates, Gideon Freeborn, William 
A. Shaw, A. M. Thomas and Elisha F. Watson. 

The Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. was then re-elected President of the 
Convention, and the Rev. Ephraim Monroe was chosen Secretary. 

The proceedings of the last Convention and the rules of order were then 
read, and the latter adopted as the rules of order for this Convention. 

It was voted, that any Episcopal Clergyman, or candidate for holy or- 
ders, who may be present, and not a member, be invited to take honorary 
seats in the Convention. 

The following gentlemen were then appointed a committee on the ad- 
mission of new parishes, viz. the Rev. John West, the Rev. George W. 
Hathaway and Mr. John H. Gilliat. 
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Application having been received from St. Matthew’s Church, James- 
town, for admission into union with the Convention, the above named 
committee examined the documents relative to the organization of said 
church, and reported the same to be in conformity with the canons ; where- 
upon it was voted that St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown, be admitted into 
union with the Convention. 

Jeremiah Hazard, Delegate from said Church, having presented his cer- 
tificate, then appeared and took his seat, 

It was voted that Mr. George W. Arnold be received by the Convention 
as a Delegate from Grace Church, Providence, in the place of Mr. Amasa 
Manton. 

The following committees were then appointed :— 

On the unfinished business of the Convention—Rev. Messrs. Hathaway, 
Nash and Pratt, and Samuel Greene, Esq. 

On the finances of the Convention—Rey. George W., Hathaway, Stephen 
T. Northam and Alexander Jones, Esqrs. 

On the subject of Education—Rev. Messrs. Hathaway and Waterman, 
and William G. Goddard, Esq. 

On Missionary operations within the State—Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. John 
West, and Nathan M. Wheaton, Esq. 

On the subject of Sunday Schools—Rev. Messrs. Pratt, Peck, and Ste- 
phen Smith, jun. 

To revise the Parochial Reports—Rev. Messrs. Crocker, Hathaway and 
Waterman. 

The Rev. Mr. West and Mr. Gilliat, of Newport, asked and cbtained 
leave of absence for the remainder of the session, after the afternoon of this 
day. 

Application was received through the Rev. Louis Jansen, from the Church 
of the Nativity, Chepachet, for admission into union with the Convention, 
which application was referred to the committee on the admission of new 
parishes. 

Adjourned to meet at half past 2 o'clock, P. M. 


At half past 2 o’clock, P. M. Convention re-assembled, agreeably to 
adjournment. After the calling of the roll, the minutes of the preceding 
session were read and approved, and James H. Carpenter was appointed 
Assistant Secretary. 

The Rey. Salmon Wheaton, D. D. of Trinity Church, Newport, ap- 
peared and took his seat. Also Messrs. Sanford W. Sears and Levi Cook, 
Delegates from Emmanuel Church, Manville. 

Mr. Hazard, of Jamestown, asked and obtained leave of absence for the 
remainder of the session. 

The committee on the admission of new parishes, to whom had been 
referred the case of the Church of the Nativity, Chepachet, reported, that 
although some informality had appeared in the application of this Church, 
satisfactory evidence had been laid before them of its due organization: 
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and that in their opinion, it should be admitted. Whereupon it was resolv- 
ed, that the Church of the Nativity, Chepachet, be admitted into union 
with the Convention. 

Cyrus Cooke, Esq. having presented his certificate, was then received 
as Lay Delegate from said parish. 

The Lay Delegate of the above named church was requested by the Con- 
vention to forward, as soon as may be, from the Clerk of the same, a certifi- 
cate of its organization agreeably to the canons. 

A communication was received through the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, former 
Secretary, from the Secretary of the General Convention, relating to the 
financial account between this and the General Convention, the subject of 
which was referred to the finance committee. 

The committee on unfinished business reported a proposed alteration in 
the Constitution of the Church in this State, made at the last meeting, con- 
templating a change in the time of holding the annual Convention; the 
consideration of which was deferred until to-morrow. 

_ Also certain resolutions of the General Convention, communicated by the 
Secretary of the same, received at the last annual Convention of the Church 
in this State, and laid over for the action of the present session; the mat- 
ter of which resolutions was deferred for the consideration of the next Con- 
vention, and the 1esolution ordered to be entered on the journal. (See 
Appendix A.) 

The Treasurer presented his annual Report, which was referred to the 
finance committee. (See Appendix B.) 

The Rev. Mr. Hathaway, Chairman of the committee on education, 
made a Report on that subject. (See Appendix C.) 

Rev. Mr. Pratt, Chaiiman of the committee on Sunday schools, present- 
ed a Report upon the subject. (See Appendix D.) 

Wherepon it was resolved that this Report be accepted, and, together 
with that on Education, entered on the journal. 

The Rev. Dr. Crocker, Chairman of the committee on Missions, then 
read a Report on the missionary operations of the Church in this State, 
which was accepted, and ordered to be entered on the journal. (See Ap- 
pendix E.) 


The parochial reports were now read, in order as follows :— 


CHRIST CHURCH, WESTERLY. 


_As we review the mercies of God manifested towards this branch of our 
Zion during the past Conventional year, we desire to be humbled in the 
view, and to acknowledge from the heart, ‘‘ The mercy of the Lord endur- 
eth forever.’ And, indeed, if we cast our eye back to the pericd of its 
organization, and trace its history thence to the present moment, we shall 
find on every page indelible prints of that mercy which is in Christ Jesus. 

It is now about two years and a half since this parish was first formed. 
At the time of its formation, inasmuch as little was known in this commu- 
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inity respecting the Episcopal Church, prejudices were found to be exceed- 
ingly strong. Nevertheless, as the inhabitants have seen the church mov- 
ing forward in the name of Christ, and manifesting deep anxiety for the 
salvation of souls, these prejudices have given way. In evidence of this 
may be mentioned the fact, that a neat and beautiful church has been 
erected, and thoroughly furnished, at an expense of about $6000. 
A parsonage house has been built upon the same lot with the church, cost 
about $2000. And last, not least, through the Divine blessing, eighty-six 
souls have been gathered into the fold of Christ. Of this number, four 
have fallen asleep in Jesus—have gone home to their Father’s house. 

But to return to our report of the past year. Within that time the par- 
sonage has been completed. Itisa neat, well-finished, commodious house, 
showing but two stories in front, but having a basement story beneath the 
whole building. This basement was easily obtained, as the building stands 
upon an abrupt declivity. We have been in the occupancy of the house 
since last September. Our congregation has very materially increased, 
especially within the last few months. All our experience and observa- 
tion prove that the Episcopal Church needs nothing to insure her success 
in any community, but a spirit of inquiry ; and whether this spirit be awak- 
ened by friend or foe, the result will always be the same—she will acquire 
warm and devoted friends. To 

During the past year, as in former days, God has shown himself 
ready to hear and answer the prayers of his children, Sinners have been 
converted ; and though the Spirit came not upon us as ‘a rushing, mighty 
wind,” yet has its ‘‘still, small voice’ been effectual in leading souls to 
Christ. By reference to the annexed table, the number added may be 
ascertained. 

The Sunday school has been and still is in a very interesting state. About 
three months since, an unusual seriousness was observed among the chil- 
dren, which soon became so strongly marked, as to induce the Pastor to 
appoint a time when he would meet those who were inquiring the way of 
life. ‘This meeting was attended by twelve of the oldest scholars, five of 
whom having given good evidence of a change of heart, have been baptized 
and admitted to the communion. Several others are now candidates for 
baptism. Let Sabbath school teachers take courage. ‘“ In due time they 
shall reap, if they faint not.’’ The children have raised in ten months 
last past, by penny contributions, $10 65 for missions. 

The ladies’ sewing circle pursues the even tenor of its way with lauda- 
ble industry and perseverance. As highly as we prize these clusters of 
devoted ones, attached to our several parishes, I fear we do not yet fully 
appreciate their self-denying, self-sacrificing spirit. It is above all praise. 
The circle connected with this Church has raised $310 since its organiza- 
tion (two and a half years ago) and this without that foreign aid which 
some of its sister circles have received. 

Our Tract Society has, during the past year, considerably extended its 
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field of operations. Besides supplying every family in the village, with 
two or three exceptions, we have now six distributors in the surrounding 
country, and thus more than two hundred of these silent messengers are 
sent abroad each month. 

An Education Society has recently been formed under encouraging cii- 
cumstances. At its first meeting it was resolved to sustain one fourth the 
expense attending the education of a young man for the ministry of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Our weekly exercises are as follows, viz. preaching twice, and, half the 
winter, three times on the Sabbath. When a third sermon is not delivered, 
the lecture room is open in the evening for public service, The ladies meet 
in the sewing circle on Tuesday afternoon. On Wednesday evening the 
lecture room is again open for divine service in the conference meeting. 
Friday is set apart for the female praying circle. Until the Church of Christ 
throws off her militant character and puts on the triumphant, may this meet- 
ing never be suspended! On Saturday evening we have a teachers’ meet- 
ing and Bible Class at the Parsonage. In addition, we observe the monthly 
concert of prayer for the divine blessing upon the cause of missions. 

The records of the Church show of adult baptisms 16; infant do. includ- 
ing those not reported last year, 7; total, 23. Communicants before report- 
ed, 63; do. added, 21 ; deceased, 2; present number, 82; confirmed, 18; 
Sunday scholars, 105; average attendance, 80; teachers, female, 12; do. 
male, 7; marriage, 1 ; burials, 13. 

JAMES PRATT, Rector. 
Westerly, June 8, 1837. 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, KINGSTON. 


It is with heartfelt regret that the undersigned finds himself again called 
upon to report the state ofthis Church. His regret arises from the fact that 
it has no Pastor to stand in his place. We desire to be thankful, however, 
that among the members of this too much and too long neglected Church, 
there prevails a spirit of faithfulness, nay of devotion, very rarely to be found 
under like circumstances. There are many manifestations of the Spirit to 
be seen among them. Of the many, the following is prominent, and cer- 
tainly most praise-worthy: about four months ago, they commenced a sub- 
scription for the purpose of erecting a Church edifice ; about $750 had been 

subscribed among themselves, when the present pressure induced them to 

suspend for the present all further effort. In addition to the above sum, 
$100 has been pledged, by a dear brother, and formerly a fellow laborer in 
this diocese. Though the people at Kingston have been thus checked in 
their laudable undertaking, we believe it to be their determination to accom- 
plish their object as soon as possible. 

Three have been confirmed in this parish since the last Convention. Be- 
sides this, I know not that any other acts have been performed. 

| J. PRATT. 
June 13, 1837. 
% 
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ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, TOWER HILL.. 


To the Minister of Jesus Christ, every page in the history of his experi- 
ence affords abundant cause both for thanksgiving and humiliation. This 
sentiment has forced itself very strongly upon the mind of your unworthy 
servant, during the past year. To our great grief we have seen the Church, 
over which we trust the Holy Ghost has placed us, cold, luke-warm and 
indifferent, to a great extent, in the cause of our blessed Redeemer. But 
God in his great mercy has granted us a little reviving. During the last 
autumn and winter, there has been a better state of things. Numbers in 
the judgment of charity have become followers of the Lamb of God. Among 
these there have been several heads of families. At the present time we 
see some tokens for good among our dear people. But with the return of 
those cares which are peculiar to the farmer, many seem in a great degree 
to lose the fervency of their zeal, and the high tone of their devotion. 
Several who give some evidence of being the servants of Christ, have not 
yet been baptized. Fifteen have been baptized; 12 adults, 3 infants — 
Some Methodists and some Baptists commune with us as often as the ordi- 
nance is enjoyed. Without these brethren, we have 30 resident commu- 
nicants. Marriages, 4; funerals, 6. 

ERASTUS D'WOLF, Minister. 

June 13, 1837. 


ST. MATTHEW'S CHURCH, JAMESTOWN. 


The undersigned entered on his labors in this parish, last Easter. Its 
Jimits embrace the island of Conannicut, which is nine miles in its extreme 
length, and averages one mile and a half broad. This spot, though so 
immediately in the neighborhood of gospel privileges, has hitherto been 
without a settled Minister at any period. Out of a population of four hun- 
dred souls, there are, besides a society of seven Quakers, only six members 
of any Christian denomination, and only one of this number in communion 
with the Episcopal Church. 

About four years ago, the inhabitants, who compose an intelligent body 
of substantial land cultivators and their domestics, feeling the want of sta- 
ted religious ordinances, united in erecting a place of worship, capable of 
seating two hundred persons. ‘The pulpit was occasionally supplied by 
ministers of different denominations, and (as a necessary consequence) 
the religious feeling of the people, thus blown about by different winds of 
doctrine, retrograded’ instead of advancing, till the summer of last year, 
when the pew-holders called in the aid of the Rhode-Island Convocation, 
by which body a debt of $165, resting on the building, was discharged, 
and the deed thereof taken in trust. The attention of the people was, 
in some measure aroused, through the efforts of the Rev. Washington 
Van Zandt, then a lay reader, whose services were generously bestow- 
ed in this interesting field of labor. 
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Through the kindness of Newport friends connected with Zion Church, 
the building has been tastefully remoddled as an Episcopal Church, and is 
now ready forconsecration. ‘The Vestry have passed a resolve to take up 
a quarterly collection to defray the incidental expenses attending divine 
worship, and engaged the services of a sexton, at a suitable salary. The 
attendance at Church is highly encouraging. Since the undersigned com- 
menced his ministerial functions, the Sunday afternoon and evening con- 
gregations have seldom fallen short of a hundred, and for the most part have 
considerably exceeded that number. Wednesday evening meetings have 
been held during the last three months, though the attendance on them has 
been comparatively small. A Sunday school of eighteen children has been 
gathered, and two young people, besides the undersigned, are engaged in 
it. A library of books has also been purchased, which numbers 60 volumes. 

Thus far the general aspect of things is encouraging. 'Though the un- 
dersigned is-as yet unable to report any addition of communicants, yet 
justice requires him to bear his testimony to the attentive seriousness mani- 
fested in the house of God. That the plants of grace have taken root in 
some hearts, he is fully persuaded, and he looks forward to the time, 
(which he trusts is near at hand) when, through the Holy Spirit’s quicken- 
ing influence, those plants will display their fruit-bearing branches. 

EDWARD WAYLEN, Minister. 


June 12, 1837. 
ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


Marriages, 7; baptisms, infant 5, adult 6, 11; confirmations, 16; burials, 
2; communicants added, 18, removed 4; total, 128; Sunday scholars, about 
200 ; teachers, 30; vols. in library, 500; Bible class, 20. 

The weekly services in this parish are two regular services on Sunday, 
a meeting of the Ladies’ Convocation Society, a Sunday school teachers’ 
meeting, a Bible class, and a prayer meeting. A missionary meeting is 
held on the first Monday evening of each month, and there is also a month- 
ly meeting of the Wardens and Vestry-men, to superintend the secular 
affairs of the Church, which has proved of great importance to the interests 
ofthe parish. 

The general state of this parish is progressively prosperous. Its pecun- 
iary interests have been materially advanced, during the last year, by the 
entire extinguishment of the large debt raegticd in the building of the 
Church. This was effected last fall, and is an instance of liberality and 
enterprise that deserves to be recorded. The sum of $6000 was raised by 
subscription for this purpose, of which $5000 was a donation, the residue 
being an investment in pews purchased of the corporation. By this noble 
act, the parish, instead of being in debt $6000, is wholly free from debt, 
and possessed of a fund in pews to the amount of several thousand dollars. 
Besides this, the sum of $1000 has been subscribed and pledged towards 
the erection of a lecture room, a project which was undertaken previously 
to the effort to pay the debt, but which has been postponed for the present, 
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the funds collected being kept in reserve for this purpose. In the mean 
time, the want of a lecture room has been supplied by the liberality of a 
generous member of the parish, who has afforded us, gratuitously, the use 
of a building where we have ample and agreeable accommodations for the 
two departments of the Sunday school, a library, and every other object 
for which such a building is needed. 

In conclusion it may be remarked, that the increase of this Church and 
congregation has been as great as, under ordinary circumstances, could have 
been expected, during the current year, and the accession of members, 
though not large, has been respectable in number; and as to character, it 
has been in no common degree valuable and interesting. In relation to the 
spiritual prosperity of the Church generally, candor requires me to say, 
that it has not kept pace with its outward advance. In this respect the 
Church appears to be governed by the same great Jaws that control the 
affairs of the world. Bodies of men, under any circumstances of associa- 
tion, move on together in the attainment of their object with the greatest 
zeal and harmony under the pressure of outward difficulties. So that in the 
Church as well as in the world, a state of prosperity is seldom attended with 
great and real improvement. ‘This fact should lead us to cultivate more 
assiduously, under such circumstances, the grace of humility, and should 
bring to remembrance the sacred admonition ‘ not to trust in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God,” for ‘‘ he that trusteth in his riches shall fall.” 

I should fail in a proper expression of gratitude to the great Head of the 
Church, should I omit to mention, in addition to other mercies, the remark- 
able exemption from death which has been mercifully granted to this 
parish during the period of my labors among them, especially during this 
last year, which has elsewhere swelled the records of mortality to so un- 
usual a size. During the past year, not a single death has occurred in my 
parish, the two reported being strangers; and the deaths for the last four 
years have not been so many as four ina year; and that among nearly 
one hundred families. 


JOHN WEST, Recror. 
Newport, June 12, 1837. 


TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


The records of this Church show, of baptisms, adults, 4; infants, 5; to- 
tal, 9; marriages, 5; funerals, 18; persons confirmed, 6; communicants 
added, 10; died,4; removed, 4; present number, 127; Sunday school 
teachers, 20; scholars, 184; volumes in the library, 555. 


SALMON WHEATON, Recror. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH. 


The usual services on the Lord’s day have been uniformly maintained, 
during the last Conventional year. There has been generally a third ser. 
yice in the Church, or in a private dwelling. The principal festivals and 
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fasts have been observed; and in Lent there was service and a sermon ort 
Wednesdays and Fridays. There have been one or two meetings for so- 
cial worship during the week, and a female prayer meeting weekly. The 
Sunday school has been maintained throughout the year; and has had the 
supervision of the Rector. The teacher’s concert on the second Monday 
evening in the month has been observed. The pews in the Church have 
been nearly all let or sold. 

Thirteen copies of ‘* The Christian Witness’ are taken by subscrip- 
tion, and ten more are circulated gratuitously. 

The parish is substantially in a more sound, healthy, and prosperous state 
than it has ever been. The Church is slowly but surely progressing. Ev- 
ery year’s experience evinces more strikingly how greatly it was needed ; 
and how great a blessing it has been, still is, and by the divine favor will 
hereafter be to the community. It is a growing bond of union and attach- 
ment within its borders, and its influence around has been to produce great- 
er zeal and increased action among other denominations. Improved means 
of mental and moral culture for the youth, zealous co-operation on the 
part of parents, more general intelligence, and a higher valuation of re- 
ligious privileges, are essential to its more speedy growth. 

Since its foundation in July, 1833, there have been 35 members gathered ; 
8 have been added the last year; 3 having removed, the present number is 
25; baptized adults, 4; confirmed, 6. Sunday school superintendent, 1; 
teachers, 7; scholars, 20 to 30; marriages, i ; burials, 3. 

J. P. FENNER, Rector. 

Portsmouth, R. I. June 14, 1837. 


ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 


It pleased Almighty God to bless the meeting of our Clerical Convoca- 
tion at St. Michael's in January last. The faithful and able services of the 
reverend clergy left a deep and lasting impression for good; which, under 
the divine blessing upon the devoted Jabors of the Rev. Francis Peck, has 


ripened into the conversion of many precious, priceless souls. The sub. 


joined report of our younger brother will show that the blessing has been 
largely poured out upon the Sabbath scholars; in addition to which, some 
intelligent heads of families have been permitted to strengthen and quicken 
the parish, many of whose elder members have at length waked up from 
the long-drawn slumber of successive years. May God in mercy grant that 
the parish never again shall present so sad a declension from the fervor of 
its first love as past years have exhibited. ‘The tide of the late awakening 
has ebbed; and whether it shall return or not, must depend, under God, 
upon the faithfulness of professing Christians. During the past year, 10 
adults and 10 infants have been baptized; 7 marriages and 25 burials have 
taken place; 43 communicants have been added; 2 have died, and 4 
have left the town; the whole number is 267. The religious services of 
the parish are, on the Lord’s day, prayers and preaching twice in the 
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Church ; a prayer meeting in the morning; prayers and lecture in the even- 
ing, in the lecture room. Monday evenings are occupied with monthly 
concerts for prayer for missionary, Sabbath school, female prayer, and oth- 
er efforts of benevolence; Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings we 
have conference meetings; on Wednesday evening the Female Missionary 
Society meets ; on Friday evening the Sabbath school teachers meet; and 
on Saturday afternoon the Rev. Francis Peck holds a Bible class in the lec- 
tureroom. Pastoral visiting is attended to by both the resident Clergymen. 
The Female Missionary Society has paid into the Treasury of the Rhode- 
Island Clerical Convocation two hundred dollars during the last year. Our 
Education Society sustains, at Washington College, Hartford (Conn.) a 
beneficiary, with a view to his taking orders in our Church. Our parish 
last year bas contributed $500 to religious purposes. 

Our Maternal Association continues to bless both mothers and children, 
and promises, by God's help, materially to quicken the spiritual growth 
ofour Church. That Jehovah may prosper this and every other labor of 
love, to the advancement of His own glory, and the safety, honor and wel- 
fare of His people, is the fervent prayer of 

JOHN BRISTED, Recror. 

Bristol, R. I, June 13, 1837. 

P.S. May I venture to express my opinion that Sunday morning prayer 
meetings are peculiarly calculated to quicken the spiritual growth of a 
Church. The communicants meet together to pray for themselves, their 
Pastor, their brethren and sisters in Christ, their perishing fellow-sinners, 
the whole world ; and thus tend to solemnize the services of the sanctuary, 
to render the Sabbath itself'a day of delight, to carry its sanctifying influ- 
ences into all the secular pursuits of the coming week, and to build up the 
Church of God in the beauty of holiness. 


Report or THE Assistant MInIsTER. 


{In referring to those departments of labor to which allusion is made in 
the above report, as having fallen more immediately under my own super- 
vision, I would desire to express heart-felt thankfulness to Him who hath 
crowned our feeble efforts with success. We would ascribe to God alone 
that glory justly due to Him who holdeth in his hand the hearts of all, and 
turns them at his will. 

Our Sabbath school is eminently flourishing. We have 24 ladies and 15 
gentlemen regularly engaged in the work of instruction; who, with the 
exception of six of the former and five of the latter, are professors of re- 
ligion. Under their charge are 200 children, 87 male and 113 female, 
iraining, as we trust, not only for usefulness in the present life, but for a 
bright inheritance in that which is beyond. 

Constant effort has been made to render our labors effectual, not only to 
the enlightening the intellect, but to the conversion of the heart. This — 
endeavor has not been in vain. From our more advanced female classes, 
eight have, within the year, confessed the faith of Christ crucified, and so 
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far as the outward deportment is an index of the inward spirit, they adorn 
their high profession. Among our teachers, we have been permitted to 
witness several delightful illustrations of the scripture promise, ‘ He that 
watereth shall be watered also himself.’’ Four of them have recently been 
numbered among the followers of the Saviour. 

The library contains 400 volumes, the care and distribution of which 
devolve upon three gentlemen, while two are occupied in the immediate 
inspection of the school. 

Our Infant school, recently established, is increasing. At present it 
numbers about 25 scholars, under the guidance of two instructors. 

The Bible class is ina good degree accomplishing the purpose of its 
institution, that of more firmly establishing our young communicants from 
the Sabbath school, and affording an opportunity for more familiar acquain- 
tance, on the part of the more advanced Christian, with the charter of his 
immortal hopes, the word of God. 

FRANCIS PECK. 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


The Rector of St. Mark’s Church is happy to be able to report his parish 
as in a flourishing state. The services of the sanctuary are attended by a 
large and attentive congregation. Ten have been added to the communion, 
Six have removed,and one has died; present number of communicants, 115, 
Fourteen have been baptized, (4 adults and 10 children ;) 9 have been con- 
firmed. There have been 12 burials, and 5 marriages. ‘The Sunday school 
consists of 120 scholars and 18 teachers, and the library of 250 volumes. 

A new organ has been purchased and placed in the Church, built by the 
Messrs. Hook, Boston, which cost about $1700. We feel that we have 
had great cause for gratitude, and unceasing confidence in the mercy and 
goodness of God. 

GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Rector. 


ST: JOHN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


There will be truth as well as brevity in the report from St. John’s 
Church ; and the object of these statements fully answered, when it is said 
that the baptisms, et cetera, during the past year, vary but Jittle from 
those of the preceding. 

The Sunday school is in a much more prosperous condition. 

N. B. CROCKER, Rector. 

Providence, June 12, 1837. 


GRACE CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


The records of Grace Church exhibit as the total number of communicants... 
227. During the past year, 15 have been added; 14 have removed from 
the city, and 4 have died. The number of baptisms is 19; 10 ofadults and 
9 of infants. ‘There have been 8 marriages and 21 burials. 
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In connection with this Church, are societies in aid of the several lead-. 
ing enterprises of Christian benevolence, the amount of whose contributions 
for the year ending at Easter last was about $400. Besides this, the sum of 
$300 has been gontributed by the ladies’ sewing circle in behalf of the 
Rhode-Island Convocation, which, though falling short of some former do- 
nations, was earned only by raniads and well-sustained labors. 

The Sunday school has an average attendance of about 100 pupils, (the 
register number being considerably larger) and from 25 to 30 teachers. This 
Church contributes $75 annually towards the support of a beneficiary in 
the General Theological Seminary. ' 

The public religious exercises during the year have consisted of the stat 
ed services of the Church on Sunday, with a lecture in the evening during 
the winter. A meeting of the Bible class has been held during the week, 
and once a month a missionary meeting, besides occasional meetings for 
the direct promotion of other benevolent efforts. A meeting of the Sabbath 
school teachers is held every Friday evening, for the purpose of studying: 
the lesson for the following Sunday. At ye meetings the Minister is 
generally present. During Passion Week, morning services were held in 
the lecture room, followed by a familiar lecture. 

The attendance on the ordinary services of the Church has been mode- 
rately full, while the occasional meetings in aid of the objects of religious 
benevolence have been comparatively neglected, especially by the male 
members of the congregation. The effect of this latter circumstance is 
seen in the scanty contributions to these objects, and on more accounts 
than one, is,especially to be deplored. It is a zeal for these which marks 
the pulse of piety in the Church, because it is the natural movement of a 
heart truly alive to the conviction that it is not its own, but is bought with 
a price. Moreover, at a time like the present, when commercial difficulty 
is obstructing the current of religious effort, it is well an added impulse 
should be given to the cause by those Churches which have felt most light- 
ly the pressure of the times. It is the languor of exhaustion, and not of 
indifference, which is excusable. This statement, when compared with 
the former reports of this Church, shows a remarkable decline from the 
prosperity which marked its earlier history. This to a certain extent may 
be accounted for, though not excused, by the circumstance that for many 
months afier the resignation of its former Rector, the parish was without 
ihe services of a Pastor, and for a length of time the labors of its present 
Minister have been providentially interrupted. 

Although the general condition of the parish forbids any statement but 
this, yet it has particular aspects which are more cheering. The teachers’ 
meetings have been well. attended, and are felt to be the most interesting 
and profitable of all our exercises. They are conducted in the way of con- 
versation, and they bring before us naturally many practical truths of serip- 
ture, as well as other topics connected with a teacher’s duty. They have 
accordingly had the effect of impressing upon the teacher a deeper sense of _ 
responsibility, and a more active devotion to the Master’s cause. ‘The num- 
ber of scholars has thus been considerably enlarged, and among some of the 
elder children, there are marks of devout seriousness. To this it ought to 
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be added, that in the congregation at large there are instances of religious 
seriousness and advancement, which show the gospel to have been not 
altogether without its proper effect. We notice these favorable circum- 
stances as tending somewhat to qualify the impression of a general view of 
this parish ; and while we would dwell upon them as the subjects of earn- 
est thanksgiving, we would draw from them the augury of a fuller blessing 


in reserve. 
June 13, 1837. ALEXANDER H. VINTON, Minister. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-PROVIDENCE. 


The Rector of St. Paul’s Church reports, marriages, 17; funerals 56, 
(10 only in his own parish) baptisms, 20; confirmations, 32; communi- 
cants, 176; Sunday scholars, 153 ; superintendent and teachers, 27; vol- 
umes in the library, about 400. 

This parish has flourished during the last Conventional year. The con- 
gregation has steadily increased. Several have been added to the com- 
munion of the Church. Connected with the Sunday school is a large Bible 
class which has been greatly blessed. Missionary operations are going on 
successfully; female members of the Church meet once a week for prayer ; 
the monthly concert for prayer is held on the first Monday evening in each 
month. Lectures are preached on Sunday and Wednesday evenings of 
each week. ‘The children are catechised once a month. Parochial visita- 
tion is attended to, as far as the Pastor’s numerous avocations will permit. 
A Church is, occasionally, held for the children, where they sustain the 
responsive parts of the service, and a sermon, suited to their capacity, is 
preached tothem. The communicants are met with, from time to time, 
and instructions are given them as to the nature of the Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, and as to the preparation of the heart for its worthy recep- 
tion, The saints’ days, festivals and fasts, have been observed and well 
attended, throughout the entire ecclesiastical year. Teachers’ meetmgs are 
held regularly every week. The Rector of St. Paul’s has abundant reason 
for thankfulness to the great Head of the Church, for the precious bles- , 
sings bestowed upon himself, and upon the dear people committed to his 
charge; and from past mercies, he takes encouragement for renewed and 
increased exertions in the future. 

June 13, 1837. GEORGE TAFT, Recror. 


EMMANUEL CHURCH, MANVILLE. 


It is justly a source of gratitude to the Author of all good, from him upon 
whom it devolves to minister in holy things, to observe in connection with 
his labors, a degree of interest and attention to whatever relates externally 
to the furtherance of the Christian object. But it is more deeply a source 
of satisfaction and joy when he can witness the stronger tokens of the 
divine approbation in those obvious fruits of spiritual improvement, chiefly 
aimed at by the gospel, and which signally evince God’s presence and 
blessing, with his appointed means of grace. The latter has not been the 
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case to any marked extent, during the last Conventional year, with respect 
to the parish of Emmanuel Church. From a survey, however, of the whole 
circumstances of this infant parish, we are far from wanting in motives of 
encouragement. 

For more than a year past, public worship has been sustained much to 
the credit of those concerned, entirely independent of any pecuniary aid 
from abroad. 

Our services, which are the same in number as reported at the last Con- 
vention, are still attended by many who seem to value the means of grace; 
and our congregations show, on the whole, a measurable increase of attend- 
ance. In addition to the services already held, circumstances seem favor- 
able for the immediate formation of a weekly Bible class, from which we 
may anticipate favorable results. It is also in contemplation to form of 
such of the younger part of our congregation as shall be disposed to at- 
tend, a circle to meet one evening in each week, to hear religious read- 
ing. The Sunday school, which is superintended by the undersigned in 
person, and which is deemed by him by no means the least interesting 
and promising portion of his field of labor, is well attended, and affords 
at present more decided indications for good than at any previous pe- 
riod. 

Among other matters of parochial duty attended to by the undersign- 
ed, no inconsiderable degree of attention has been given to visiting the 
sick. Under these circumstances, we have sometimes imparted spiritual 
counsel. In some cases it has been our privilege to mingle our prayers 
and sympathies with the pious, and impart consolation to the dying 
saint; and in others to point the anxious penitent to the cross of Christ. 
How far these means may have been useful to the subjects of them, 
or attended with the divine blessing, the day of God will show. 

There have been in this parish, during the past year, at which the 
undersigned has officiated, marriages, 9; burials, 6. 

E. MONROE, Minister. 

June 13, 1837. 


ST. JAMES’S CHURCH, WOONSOCKET. 


Baptisms (adults 4) 14; SG aie es funerals, 5; communicants (add- 
ed 9) 32; confirmed, 4. ... 

The list of communicants, it is thought, is more accurately given than it 
has been heretofore. Some names having been erased, the sum total is noe 
as large as the additions would otherwise have made ih 

Our services during the past year have been as before, two on every 
Lord’s day, and one on Wednesday evenings. ‘There has been a more gen- 
eral attention paid to the devotional part of public worship; and the attach- 
ment to our Liturgy and Polity, has, it is believed, grown more steady and 
enlightened. Until the present reverses in business commenced, our con- 
gregation had been slowly gathering numbers, strength and stability, and 
there was an encouraging prospect, that it would soon be able to put on 
the vigor of a prosperous manhood. But that prospect has been somewhat 
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darkened. ‘The capacity of self-support, which we fond)y hoped had been 
almost attained, has been suddenly and seriously affected. Our numbers, 
however, remain as large as ever, if not larger, notwithstanding the remov- 


als which have taken place. And should we be favored with extraneous 
- aid, doubtless the Church here will ere long regain its former condition. 


Our Sunday school is not as flourishing as at the last report. The re- 
movals just alluded to, have thinned the ranks of both teachers and schol- 
ars. We have at present from forty to fifty scholars in regular attendance, 
under the care of nine teachers. 

The ladies’ sewing circle, which, at our last report, we mentioned as 
having been organized, have continued their useful labors, with results at 
once creditable and encouraging. At the expiration of their first year's 
operations, on Easter Tuesday last, the Treasury contained e¢ghty dollars, 
over and above the expenses which they had incurred. 

The usual Easter collection and the one in behalf of the Bishop’s salary, 
have been duly attended to. 

June 13, 1837. H. WATERMAN, Munisrer. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, EAST-GREENWICH. 


No change worthy of special notice has occurred in this parish within 
the year. 

The services have been generally well attended, the Bible class continu- 
ed, and the ladies’ society has been active, as heretofore. 

Communicants, 42; marriages, 3; funerals, 15; Sunday scholars, 89; 
teachers, 16; books in Sabbath school library, 311. | 

S. NASH, Rector. 

East-Greenwich, June 12, 1837. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-KINGSTOWN. 


This Church having been closed since September last, until about the 
first of last month, remains much the same as at the last Convention. She 
now numbers twenty-four Episcopal families. Within her pale are fifty- 
five members, twenty-seven of whom are in full communion. 

She has a Sunday school in successful! operation, with an average attend- 
ance of scholars in number about forty. Nine teachers, with cheerfulness 
and a becoming zeal, are devoted to this noble work. ‘There is a Jibrary 
belonging to said school, containing 150 volumes. 

Within this Church, also, there is a small sewing circle, whose ardour 
and zeal in the cause in which they have engaged (to their credit be it 
named) are on the increase. Since the last report, they have paid towards 
the organ debt, fifty dollars, and to the Rev. Mr. Peck, for Convocation 
purposes, thirty two dollars; and have, or should have now in the Treas- 
ury, about eight dollars ; in all, ninety dollars. 

LEMUEL BURGE, Rector. 

Wickford, June 13, 1837. 
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CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY, CHEPACHET. 


In presenting a report of the rise and progress of this parish, the Minister 
persuades himself, that, although it is not his privilege to tell of those visit- 
ations of the Spirit, effecting that which it is the joy of the Christian to con- 
template, and the grand design of the missionary operations to secure—the 
salvation of many souls—yet such have been the peculiar circumstances of 
its history, that he feels confident, that an interest more than ordinary, is 
taken therein. It was organized the early part of last October. Previously 
to this, for several years past, except for brief intervals, there had been an 
almost entire destitution of regular religious services, of any kind what- 
ever; and although several denominations of Christians had repeatedly 
made efforts to establish themselves there, none had succeeded—all grew 
discouraged, and retired therefrom. By one of those acts of mercy which. 
evince the divine solicitude for the salvation of men, the religious condi- 
tion of this place was providentially brought before the Convocation ; the 
members thereof visited it—a parish was organized, and.a missionary sent 
to labor therein. The field thus marked out, presented a population of 
about 400 inhabitants, generally intelligent, and more than ordinarily in- 
tellectual ; but one where Christians were to be made, not to be found— 
there being, with a few exceptions; no professors in the place. From that 
period to the present, such has been the peculiarity of the soil, the labors 
of the missionary have been those of the plough, rather than the sickle— 
the toil of preparation, not the pleasures of ingathering—the scattering of 
light, to exhibit the claims of the Church to the confidence and affections 
of the community, rather than the delightful task of receiving at her altar 
the penitent enquirer. Whilst, however, he has been made to see that the 
breaking up of the ground is the first thing necessary, and that the sowet 
must precede the reaper, he has been encouraged by beholding the up- 
springing of a few blades, which justify the hope that a harvest will at some 
future. period be granted, though at present it tarry. Sources of encour- 
agement are derived from the facts— 

That there is now gathered a regular and attentive congregation, 
who listen to the truths of the gospel, and join in the services of the 
Church—that ignorance and prejudice in reference thereto are under- 
mined and removed; and for some time past a more than ordinary in- 
terest has been taken to secure the continuance of our services, and a 
willingness expressed to take immediate measures for the raising of funds 
towards the support of the ministry. The Minister would beg leave to im- 
press upon the mind, that although other parishes, from the peculiar facili- 
ities that have been afforded, and the gracious out-pouring of the Spirit, 
have arisen rapidly and flourish, it is believed that in no region of this 
State is the establishment of our Church more necessary ; and even should. 
it take several years of toil, no place where it would exert a more powerful 
influence on the surrounding population, or be a greater blessing to gener- 
ations to come. And whilst we are thankful for any good that may already 
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fiave been accomplished, we have increasing evidence afforded, that tlie 
Church needs but to be understood, to be established ; and to be established, 
to be felt. May the rapid extension of its borders and the increase of its 
spirituality, afford to us the best of all demonstrations that ‘* God is with 
ua.”’ 

The statistics of the parish are as follows: Burials, 9; weddings, 1 ; 
Sabbath scholars, 60; teachers, 10; library, 150 volumes. 

é LOUIS JANSEN, Misistrxr. 
June 15, 1837. 


Voted, That the Convention now proceed to the further election of 
officers. 

The following were elected members of the Standing Committee for the 
year ensuing: Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. George Taft, George W. 
Hathaway and Alexander H. Vinton, of the Clergy ; George Mumford, 
Benjamin Cowell, Resolved Waterman and Daniel Greene, Esqrs. of the 
laity. 

The following were elected delegates to the General Convention: Rev. 
Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. George W. Hathaway, John West and James 
Pratt, of the Clergy ; Edward S. Wilkinson, Benjamin Hall, Alexander 
Jones and Rowse Babcock, jun. Esqrs. of the laity. 

Alexander Jones, Esq. was re-elected Treasurer. 

It was resolved, that the next annual Convention meet at Christ Church, 
Westerly, on the second Tuesday of June, 1838. 

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. West, in addition to the Rev. Mr. Pratt, 
authorized at the last Convention, be appointed to prepare the report of the 
state of the Church in this State, for the use of the General Convention. 

Mr. Wilkinson, delegate from St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, 
asked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder of the session. 

Messrs. Jeremiah Whipple and Warren Cooke, delegates from Christ 
Church, Lonsdale, were granted leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session. 

Convention adjourned until to-morrow morning, at nine o’clock. 


Wepnespay, June 14, nine o’ctock, A. M. 

Convention met pursuant to adjournment. Religious services having 
immediately preceded, the Convention proceeded to business. 

The minutes of yesterday were read and approved. 

The report of the committee on Education was taken up, and the reso- 
lutions therein proposed having been read, were severally adopted. (See 
Appendix C.) 

In pursuance of the adoption of these resolutions, the following 
were appointed a Board of Education for the ensuing year: Rev. Nathan 
B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. George W. Hathaway and William G. Goddard, 
Esq. 

A collection was taken up, amounting to $15 50, and the following 
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pledges were made in behalf of the several Churches in the State, for sus- 
taining the operations of the Education cause for the year ensuing, viz. 


St. Paul’s Church, North-Kingstown, (Rev. Mr. Burge) $10 
St. Luke’s Church, Tower Hill, - : - 10 


St. Paul's Church, North-Providence, - - 25 
St. Mark’s Church, Warren, - - - . 25 
St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, . . - 5 
Christ Church, Westerly, - - - - 20 
Emmanuel Church, Manville, - : - 10 
Grace Church, Providence, - - - - 7% 
Zion Church, Newport, - “ - - 75 
St. James’s Church, Woonsocket, - - - 10 
Christ Church, Lonsdale, - - - 10 
St. John’s Chureh, Providence, - . : 75 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, - - . 7d 


Total, $430 


The committee appointed to revise the parochial reports, made report 
thereon, recommending the same to be published in their present form, 
which report was accepted, and the parochial reports ordered to be pub- 
lished in the journal. 

It was resulved that 1000 copies of the journal be published, and the 
same be distributed under the direction of the publishing committee. 

The Rev. Dr. Crocker, William G. Goddard, Esq. and the Secretary, 
were appointed the committee of publication. 

The Rev. Ephraim Monroe, and the Rev. Francis Peck, his substitute, 
were appointed to preach the next Convention sermon. 

it was voted, that the further consideration of the proposed alteration of 
the Constitution, deferred yesterday, be indefinitely postponed. 

It was voted, that the Rev. Messrs. Taft, Pratt and Peck, be appointed a 
Board to superintend the Sunday school operations within this State, and 
to report thereon at the next annual Convention. 

The committee on the finances of the Convention, made a report, which 
was accepted, and the resolution therein proposed, adopted. (See Appen- 
dix F.) 

A report was read faa the Standing Committee, which was accepted, 
and ordered to be published with the journal, at the discretion of the BR: 
lishing committee. (See Appendix G.) 


The minutes of the session were then read and approved. After sing- - 


ing the 107th Psalm, and the benediction by the President, the Convention 


adjourned sine die. 
EPHRAIM MONROE, Src’ry. 


‘ 


APPENDIX A. 


PROPOSED ALTERATIONS IN THE CONSTITUTION. 


Resolved, That the following alterations in the Constitution of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, be and are 
hereby proposed, and that they be made known to the several State Con- 
ventions. 

Article fifth to be altered so as to read as follows :— 

A Protestant Episcopal Church in any part of the United States, or any 
Territory thereof, not now represented, may, at any time hereafter, be 
admitted, on acceding to this Constitution ; and a new diocese, to be form- 
ed from one or more existing dioceses, may be admitted under the follow- 
ing restrictions : 

No new diocese shall he formed or created within the limits of any oth- 
er diocese ; nor shall any diocese be formed by the junction of two or 
more dioceses, or parts of dioceses, unless with the consent of the Bishop 
and Convention of each of the dioceses concerned, as well as of the Gen- 
eral Convention. 

No such new diocese shall be formed, which shall contain less than 8000 
square miles in one body, and thirty presbyters, who have been, for at 
least one year, canonically resident within the bounds of such new diocese, 
regularly settled in a parish or congregation, and qualified to vote for a 
Bishop. Nor shall such new diocese be formed, if thereby any existing 
diocese shall be so reduced, as to contain fess than 8000 square miles, or 
less than thirty presbyters, who have been residing therein, and settled 
and qualified as above mentioned. 

In case one diocese shall be divided into two dioceses, the diocesan of 
the diocese divided. may elect the one to which he wiil be attached, and 
shall, thereupon, become the diocesan thereof; and the assistant Bishop, 
if there be one, may elect the one to which he will be attached; and, if it 
be not the one elected by the Bishop, he shall be the diocesan thereof. 

Whenever the division of a diocese into two dioceses shall be ratified by 
the General Conyention, each of the two dioceses shall be subject to the 
constitution and canons of the diocese so divided ; except as local circum- 
stances prevent, until the same may be altered in either diocese by the 
Convention thereof. And whenever a diocese shall be formed out of two 
or more existing dioceses, the new diocese shall be subject to the consti- 
tutional canons of that one of the said existing dioceses to which the great- 
er number of clergymen shall have belonged, prior to the erection of such 
new diocese, until the same may be altered by the Convention of the new 
diocese. 

Strike out,the word ‘‘ States,’ wherever it occurs in the first and second 
articles, except where it follows the word ‘“ United,” in the first part of 
the first article, and insert in lieu of the word ‘States,’ the word 
“ dioceses.’ Strike out the word “ States,” wherever it occurs in the sec- 
ond, third and fourth articles, and insert in lieu thereof the word “ diocese.” 
Strike out the words “ or district,’ in the fourth article. Strike out the 
word * State,” in the sixth article, and insert the word ‘“ diocese.” 

Strike out the word ‘* States,’’ in the eighth article, and insert the word 
‘¢ dioceses ;’’ and in the eighth article strike out the words “ or State,”’ 
after the words “‘ every diocese.” 

Strike out the word “ States,’’ in the ninth article, and insert the word 
‘“« dioceses.”’ Strike out the word “ State,’ in the ninth article, and insert 
the word ‘ diocesan.” 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE TABLE OF MOVABLE 
FEASTS. 


Resolved, That it be made known to the Convention of every diocese, 
that it is proposed to add to the note in the Table of Movable Feasts, ac- 
cording to the several days that Easter can possibly fall upon, the words 
“unless the Table gives some day in the month of March for it—for in 
that case the day given by the Table is the right day.’’ 

Done in General Convention in the city of Philadelphia, dugust, 1839. 


APPENDIX B. 
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7h El ale OP Be I, eT ee 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


Afier a more active missionary spirit had been awakened among the 
Churches in this State, through the agency of the Clerical Convocation, a 
want of Ministers to occupy the missionary stations that offered themselves, 
was found to be one of the most serious obstacles in the way of our mission- 
ary operations in this State. And while we felt that, in obedience to the 
blessed Saviour’s command, we should ‘ pray to the Lord of the harvest 
that he would send forth laborers into his harvest ;’" yet, as in every thing 
else for which we are directed to pray, consistency requires that our pray- 
ers be accompanied by all proper efforts on our part, to obtain by God’s 
blessing what we desire when we pray. Hence during the sitting of the 
annual Convention in 1834, it was resolved by a meeting, specially called 
for the purpose, that it is expedient to organize a society for the encour- 
agement and assistance of pious, but indigent young men, in studying for 
the ministry. A society was then accordingly organized : but this society, 
though still existing, has been far less generally sustained by the Churches 
in the State, than was then anticipated ; and hence far less efficient and 
useful than what the exigencies of the Church require, and it is believed, 
the ability of the Church should sustain. Only seven of the Churches in 
the State have contributed at all to its funds, and several of these only in a 
single instance. Three Churches, St. John’s and Grace Church, Provi- 
dence, and St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, have each supported a benefi- 
ciary of their own. 

There are at present six beneficiaries of the society: Mr. Hoppin, sus- 
tained by St. John’s Church, Providence, who will complete his studies in 
a few weeks at the, General Theological Seminary, New-York, and who 
will be the first fruits of this society. Mr. George W. Randall, sustained 
by Grace Church, Providence, who is also at the General Theological Sem- 
inary, N. Y. and will finish his studies another year. Mr. Hoppin and 
Mr. Randall are both graduates of Brown University, and will therefore 
have gone through with a full collegiate and theological course of studies. 
Mr. Brown, formerly of Bristol College, now a member of the Sophomore 
Class, Washington College, and sustained by St. Michael’s Church, Bris- 
tol; Charles Fisher, preparing for College at the Franklin Academy, 
Franklin, Mass.; Baylies B. Talbot, preparing for College with the Rev. 
Mr. Greenleaf, Fall River; and James Malchakey, preparing for College 
at the Warren Academy, and sustained the past year by St. Mark's Church, 
Warren, and Zion Church, Newport. 

Were there a more general co-operation among the Churches, a much 
larger number of beneficiaries might be sustained. And unless this be the 
case, even the small number now sustained, will have to be diminished. 
The Treasurer reports that the funds now in his hands are insufficient by 
the sum of dollars; to meet what is now due to one of these benefi- 
ciaries, and that a semi-annual payment will be due to another about the 
first of September, for which some provision must now be made, or the 
beneficiary will be most unhappily disappointed and embarrassed. 

When it is considered how small is the stipend, only seventy-five dollars 
per year, that is allowed to beneficiaries, and what inconveniences and 
embarrassments they must necessarily be subject to from any irregularity 
in receiving their semi-annual payments, when they fall due, it must be 
obvious to every one, that it is highly important that the Treasury should 
be always provided with funds to meet promptly such demands. 

Your committee feel that the Education cause is one of the most impor- 
tant and promising means of remedying the evil at present so lamentably 
felt, in the want of duly qualified Ministers, to supply the waste places, 
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and extend the borders of our beloved Zion, both at home and abroad. A- 
mong those who are brought up in affluence, we have to lament that so few 
are qualified and still less seem disposed to engage in the arduous, and self- 
denying duties of the ministry. ‘The Church must look chiefly to those 
whose piety has been chastened by self-denying poverty, for the supply of 
her altars, and they must be led forth, invited, encouraged and assisted to 
prepare themselves for the high and holy office, by the charities of those 
who have at heart the welfare of Zion. 

Your committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutions :— 

Ist. Resolved, That the education of pious but indigent young men for 
the ministry is a department of Christian benevolence highly important to 
the present and future welfare of ine Church, and in the present scarcity of 
Ministers, the most promising means of remedying the evil by which our 
missionary operations at home, and of the Church at large, are so seriously 
embarrassed—and as such, it isa cause that commends itself to the pray- 
ers and liberal contributions of all the members and friends of the Church, 
and should command their zealous co-operation. 

Qd. Resolved, That the subject of the education of pious but indigent 
young men for the ministry, be committed to a Board of Managers, con- 
sisting of three persons, to be elected annually by the Convention, which 
Board shall appoint their own Treasurer and Secretary, and have author- 
ity to manage this department of the Church’s benevolence, as their wis- 
dom shall direct, subject, however, to the following restrictions, and in all 
things to the direction of this Convention. 

3d. Resolved, That the Board of Education shall make report annually 
of all their proceedings during the year, to the next annual Convention, 
naming the monies received during the year, and the Churches and other 
sources whence received, with the several amounts, as also the names of 
the beneficiaries, and the amount allowed severally to each. 

Ath. Resolved, That any Church or individual contributing seventy-five 
dollars or more, may nominate the beneficiary to whom the money shail 
be applied, and direct where he shall pursue his studies. 

5th. Resolved, That no person shall be received as a beneficiary less 
than fourteen years of age, and without testimonials of piety and talents, 
satisfactory to the Board, and no beneficiary shall be allowed more than 
$75 per year. 

6th. Resolved, That the several Churches here represented in Conven- 
tion pledge themselves to the Board, what sum, if any, they will severally 
raise in their respective parishes the ensuing year, for the Education cause, 
payable on the first days of December and June next. 

7th Resolved, That a collection be now taken up, to meet the deficiency 
ofthe Treasury for the present year. 

In behalf of the Committee, 
GEORGE W. HATHAWAY. 


APPENDIX D. 
SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT. 


Upon the subjeet of Sunday schools, your committee would respectfully 
report, that, as far as they have been able to obtain information relative to © 
the various schools connected with the Episcopal Church in Rhode-Island, 
they seem to be ina flourishing condition. 

At this season of the year, the schools are, from the operation of a vari- 
ety of causes, much smaller than at any other. Still by reference to reports, 
we find in the schools connected with fourteen Churches,* 1500 scholars, 


*From the other Churches, no reports have been received. 
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under the charge of 172 female and 92 male teachers. In the libraries 
attached to thirteen schools, we find 3766 volumes. ‘In two schools, those 
connected with St. Michael’s, Bristol, and Christ’s Church, Westerly, 
there have been six teachers and fifteen scholars hopefully converted to 
God during the past year. In five other schools, nine teachers and thirteen 
scholars, making in the seven, fifteen teachers and twenty-eight scholars, 
who have given good evidences of a new birth. ‘These statistics certainly 
afford ample premises for the conclusion, that the cause of Sabbath schools, 
as it is connected with the Episcopal Church of Rhode-Island, has found an 
abiding place in the warmest affections of God’s people, and is receiving a 
good measure of that attention which it so richly deserves. 

[t would be a reflection upon the intelligence and piety of this body, did 
your committee conceive it necessary to utter a syllable in reference to the 
importance of this institution, in its bearings upon the welfare of individual 
souls, and of the community at large. Who does not know that the Sab- 
bath school is the nursery of the Church ? Who does not know that some 
of the purest gems now glittering in the Church of Christ in heaven and on 
earth, were polished in the Sabbath school? Yea, we ask, who does not 
know these things? Surely we need not urge upon this body the duty of 
giving this stepping stone to the cross, their watchfulness and prayers. 

Your committee would take the liberty of suggesting, especially to the 
Clergy of this Convention, the adoption of some efficient measures for inter- 
esting the children of their schools in the various religious operations of 
the day. In one school, (we know not but in others,) but in one, at least, 
the children are encouraged to bring, from Sabbath to Sabbath, their 
‘* mites,’ and deposit them in a close box provided for that purpose. ‘The 
amount collected in that way is not inconsiderable. Still, when compared 
with other benefits arising from this plan, the sum given is buta trifle. We 
all know and feel the truth of that scripture which saith, ‘“‘ Where the 
treasure is, there wil] the heart be also.’ It is believed that under this 
plan, the children acquire a liberal, indeed a missionary spirit. However, 
we by no means press this particular plan—we only urge the duty of 
adopting, generally, in our schools, some plan by which the interests and 
affections of the children may be brought to a focus—something which 
shall stand in the place of the box just mentioned. 

In closing this brief and imperfect 1eport, your committee would beg 
leave to express their deep conviction, that in all cases where it is possible, 
the Pastor of a Church should sustain the superintendency of his school. 
We are aware that in some cases the arduous labors of the Rector will not 
allow it: but where it is possible, we are convinced that an amount of 
good, in no other way to be secured, will assuredly result. All which is 
respectfully submitted. 

In behalf of the committee, 
JAMES PRATT. 


APPENDIX E. 
MISSIONARY OPERATIONS. 


The committee to whom was referred the subject of missionary opera- 
tions within this State, have given it some attention, and beg leave to sub- 
mit the following as their report. The latitude allowed by the language of 
the motion to appoint your committee, would authorize a survey of mis- 
sionary doings for more than a century past. But you will not expect us to 
enter into detail, or to indulge in reflections respecting the progress of the 
Church at a period so remote. Claiming, however, as we do, the relation- 
ship of daughter to the Church of England, we cannot pass on to the spe- 
cial object of your appointment, without first conceding to her the honor 
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of having introduced and permanently established the Episcopal discipline 
and worship here. ‘To her, ‘‘under God, we are indebted for the first 
foundation of the Protestant Episcopal Church, and.a long continuance of 
nursing care and protection.” In 1699, according to Humphreys, the 
Episcopalians of Newport, ‘ began to assemble themselves together for 
the worship of God, after the manner of the Church of England.’ The 
first Episcopal Church in Rhode-Island was built there in the year 1702. 
And through the agency of the oldest missionary society in Protestant 
Christendom, to wit, the Society for the propagation of the gospel in for- 
eign parts, they were supplied in 1704 with the valuable ministrations of 
the Rev. Mr. Honeyman. Within the period of 19 years from this date, 
Churches were built and supplied with missionaries in three other. places. 
In 1717, the Rev. Mr. Gay commenced his ministry in the Narragansett 
country; in 1722, the Rev. Mr. Oxem, at Bristol ; and in 1723, the Rev. 
Mr. Pigot, at Providence. Missionaries were sustained, more or less, in 
these several churches, by the venerable Society above named, with per- 
haps one exception, until the war of the revolution, That event was not 
more calamitous to the immediate prosperity of this section of country, 
than it was ruinous to the growth of the Church. While it severed the 
colony from its parent country, it seemed to relax its allegiance to the 
government of God. We would not say that the ultimate assumption of 
political independence imparted its influence to the Church, and made her 
forgetful of the authority of her Divine Head, and his last injunction ; for 
we are aware of the circumstances of extreme depression and difficulty in 
which she was involved by the removal of missionaries, and the diminu- 
tion of means for the support of those who remained ; but the fact is, that 
from that memorable era to the year 1815, not a single new congregation 
was formed. 

In the course of that year, by a little missionary labor, the Church at 
Pawtucket was organized, and by the instrumentality of a few laymen, 
whose praise is in the Churches, carried into successful operation. From 
the Jong-continued, conciliating, yet faithful services of its present Pas- 
tor, and the floating character of the population there, bringing succes- 
sively great numbers within the sound of the gospel, and under the in- 
fluence of the pure and heavenly spirit of the Liturgy, it probably would 
not be too much to say, that no Church in the State has done more to 
remove deep-rooted prejudice, and win the favor of the people towards 
the peculiarities of our mode of worship, than this. 

We now come to another blank page in the missionary history of 
Rhode-Island. There was, indeed, an attempt made to put in motion 
the machinery of a State society. Your committee happen to know 
that a Constitution was prepared with great care, and adopted with great 
unanimity ; and furthermore, that after the organization of the society, di- 
rections were given tothe Clergy to form auxiliaries in each Church. 
They also happen to know, that hardly more than one survived the year 
which gave it existence. Toall this we may add, that measures were taken 
to raise and invest a fund, the interest of which, upon the old-fashioned 
plan, was to be given for the spread of the gospel. But the fund secured, 
small at the outset, continued small; and although the little auxiliary re- 
ferred to, with a creditable zeal and liberality for the times, paid its $40 
per annum, it would be difficult at the present day to trace out the faintest 
shadows of benefit resulting to any people, or place, or person, from the 
Rhode-Island State Missionary Society. We cannot speak confidently, 
not having the records before us, but it is believed that no missionary was 
ever employed, or other person paid for missionary services, one stiver. 

Nine years after the missionary achievement at Pawtucket, a little re- 
markable for its having been the first which was effected without foreign 
aid, the Church in Warren was projected, and the work accomplished 
with a promptitude that astonished every body, but the sanguine, talented 
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and enterprising Rector of St. Michael’s. Its beginning was a presage of 
its progress. We have seen with admiration the success that has attended 
the labors of its first and only Pastor. 
We now approach a new order of things. Instead of the isolated and 
fitful efforts bihide and there an individual, to enlarge the limits of the 
Church, we shall see the power of concentrated and uniform action. The 
credit of bringing it to the test of actual experiment within this State, we 
believe is chiefly due to the untiring perseverance ofa single member of the 
Convocation ; although the measure had been first recommended by a man, 
whom Rhode-Jsland is proud to remember as, under God, her own gift to 
the Ciurch in which he has long and ably discharged the duties of his high 
office. After great difficulty and delay, after repeated attempts to assemble 
the|Ministers of Christ atWarren,at Taunton and Providence,in March,183], 
something like a Clerical Convocation was held at Pawtucket; something 
of form and consistency was given to it, chiefly with a view to the im 
provement of its members, and the revival of religion in the Churches 
where they might periodically assemble. ‘heir expectations in both these 
respects were soon morethan realized. Their grateful acknowledgments 
went up to the Giver of all good; and remembering who had led and _sus- 
tained them through the difficulties ever to be encountered at the com- 
mencement of attempts to benefit mankind, they were encouraged to ex- 
plore, and, if possible, plant the banner of the cross upon the barren wil- 
derness around them. Accordingly, in April, 1833, the Convocation 
resolved itself, in effect, into a Missionary Society, by the adoption of a 
Constitution, the second article of Which declares its object to be, ‘ to 
awaken a more lively interest in all the concerns of the Church among the 
laity ; to excite and diffuse a spirit for missionary efforts; to plant new 
Churches, sustain those that are feeble, und revive those that are languish- 
ing;’’ and each Clergyman pledged one tenth of his salary for the sup- 
port of missionaries. ‘This we consider as the bright spot in our ecclesias- 
tical history. We have the most undoubting conviction that the hand of 
God was in this movement. The ladies of the several congregations man- 
ifested at once the liveliest interest in the plans and purposes of the Con- 
vocation, and resolved themselves to redeem the pledges of their Ministers ; 
and to effect this, they formed sewing circles, whose object was, by the 
Jabor of their own hands, to help on the missionary enterprise, not to the 
limited amount which the Clergy had prescribed to themselves, but to the 
extent of their ability. From small beginnings, these female associations 
soon became powerful auxiliaries, and for several years in succession, have 
placed at the disposal of the Convocation, not less than $2200. Thus it 
appears that the present missionary system is identified with the Convoca- 
tion. It has been conducted, and is at present, under the speeial direction 
of the Clergy. They select the stations, procure missionaries, and are re- 
sponsible for their comfortable support. Their meetings are monthly, 
at each of which examinations are had respecting the several stations; ver- 
bal statements are made by the missionaries ; advice is freely given and 
_ kindly received, and the whole concern moves on with an energy and 
efficiency, which could result alone from that union of purpose and concen- 
tration of effort, which have hitherto so singularly characterized the Rhode- 
Island Convocation. 

We would here anticipate an objection which might occur, on the ground 
of an apparent independence of the Bishop in the action of his Clergy, by + 
stating that our venerable Diocesan has not only the honor of originating 
the Convocation, but, if we mistake not, of suggesting its present mode of 
operation ; that our proceedings have, at least, generally met his entire 
approbation ; that he is with us as often as his convenience will allow; 
and furthermore, by a law of the Convocation, it is made the duty of the 
Secretary, at the close of every regular meeting, to make him acquainted 
with our progress, and with what we have in contemplation. We rejoice to 
be under his wise and paternal supervision. It relieves us from vast respon- 
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sibility, and inspires us with confidence in the propriety and salutary ten- 
dency of our measures. 

The missionaries now in the field, who are wholly or in part sustained 
by the Convocation, are eight in number. 'The success which has attend- 
ed their ministrations the past year, is encouraging, and affords abundant 
matter for thankfulness to Him, without whose direction and blessing, we 
labor in vain, Their reports will show how many have been turned to 
the Lord since the last Convention; and by a reference to previous state- 
ments, together with some further inquiry on the subject, we feel author- 
ized to record the fact, and we do it with feelings of profound awe and 
admiration of the omnipotent grace and goodness of God, that not less than 
ONE THOUSAND SOULS may trace their conversion to the immediate or re- 
mote instrumentality of the Convocation. The reflex influence upon the 
old Churches, of the efforts put forth to rescue from perdition the thou-— 
sands around us, who are in danger of dying in their iniquities, it is as 
impossible fully to estimate, as it is easy to feel, and delightful to acknow- 
ledge. Upon this, under God, we very much depend for the life and vigor, 
and evangelical zeal in our people, obviously so essential to the successful 
prosecution of the work, which, as we deem it, is but just begun. And in 
this, connected with the fact that our missionary stations have generally 
in a short time become sources of pecuniary aid, we see evidence of a 
cumulative and self-sustaining power, which promises to the Convoca- 
tion a prosperous perpetuity. ‘Two and perhaps three of the missiona- 
ries now in the pay of the Convocation, will probably not require its 
support after the present year. And two stations, in each of which 
there is a regularly organized Church, we are sorry to say, are now 
and have been, one of them at least, more than a year, vacant. The 
most pressing exigency of the Church in this region, your committee 
think, regards the want of duly qualified preachers of the gospel. And 
since the scheme you proposed and advocated, and promised so liberally 
to patronize, at your Jast meeting, has utterly failed, we should look 
around in despair, were it not for the resource to which the Lord of the 
harvest has directed us to look, when the laborers are few. 

With respect to the embarrassment which some may anticipate from 
the deranged state of the currency and much talked of bankruptcy of 
the country, your committee can only say, that the Church ought not to — 
despond on this account. The receipts of the Treasurer have at al! times 
exceeded expectations, and been more than adequate to the annual demand. 
We will not, therefore, indulge the slightest apprehension that what is 
called the ‘‘ pressure of the times,’’ which is only another and softer name 
- for the disastrous results of an inordinate cupidity, will diminish our 
pecuniary strength: on the contrary, we have aright to believe that the 
obligation to do more for God, and less for ourselves, will be felt more 
strongly; and that the increase of sensibility to the claims of our Lord, will 
evince itself in a proportionately larger liberality. Men will feel, we 
trust, more than ever, that the gold and the silver are his ; and that ‘‘ there 
is that withholdeth more than is meet, but it tendeth to poverty.’’— 
Your committee, therefore, see nothing, upon the whole, in the present 
system of missionary operations, which requires to be altered, however 
it may be viewed or misapprehended abroad; nothing in * the times’’ 
to discourage its friends, and nothing for the Convocation to do, but to 
be strong in the grace which is in Christ Jesus, to plead his promises, - 
and to implore the continuance of His omnipotent aid, who out of weak- 
ness has made them strong, caused them to wax valiant in fight, and 
turned to fligat the armies of the alieus. 

. -\ In behalf of the Committee, é 
N. B. CROCKER. » 


NOTE. , 
To show at a single view, what a few Churches may do, we submit 
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the following statement of what, under God, the Church in Pawtucket, 
together with the two in Providence, St. Mark’s, Warren, and St. Mi- 
chael’s, Bristol, have done. . 

In 1832, they selected Bridgewater, Mass. as their first missionary 
station. Since that time, a new Church has been built, which cost $4000, 
a Minister has been settled, and is supported by the parish. 

1833. St. James’s, Woonsocket, R. 1. Church built, cost $4000, Min- 
ister settled, supported by parish, until the recent embarrassment 
of the manufacturers. 

1834. Zion Church, Newport, do. $17,000, do. now supported by parish. 
St. Luke’s, East-Greenwich, do. $4000. do. do. in part do. 

St. Paul’s, Portsmouth, do. $3000, do. do. in part do. 
Christ’s Church, Lonsdale, do. $6000, do. do. by parish. 
Emmanuel Ch.Manville,large school-house given for worship,do.do. 
Christ’s Church, Westerly, Church built, $6000, do. do. 
In this town a parsonage has also been built, which cost $2000. 
St. Peter’s, Kingston, no Church, and at present no Minister. 
St. Luke’s, Tower Hill, an old station with Church, a parsonage 
built, Minister settled, and in part supported by parish. 

1837. St. Matthew’s, Jamestown, Church purchased of Baptists, mission- 

ary supported by Convocation. 

1837. Church of Nativity, Chepachet, no Church, missionary supported 

by Convocation. 

1837. Church of Ascension, Fall River, Mass. no Church, missionary 

supported conjointly and equally by Massachusetts and Rhode- 
Island Convocations. ‘I'his promising station was first adopted 
and public worship sustained there for four months by the 
Rhode-Island Convocation. 
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Your Committee of Finance would report, that it will be necessary te. 
raise the sum of $100, for the current expenses of the Convention for the 
present year, which amount they recommend should be assessed among 
the several Churches composing this Convention, agreeably to the follow: 
ing list, being the rate of one per cent. on the salaries paid to the re 
spective Ministers. : 


Trinity Church, Newport, - : £ $10 
Zion ee : . 4 : 10 
St. Paul's, ‘“ Portsmouth, - - - - SS 
St. Michael’s, Bristol, . - : zx 8 
St. Mark’s, ‘“ Warren, - - “ a 
St. John’s, ‘* Providence, - - - 12 
Grace Church, 6é . Z " - 12 
St. Paul’s “ Pawtucket, - - - 6 


Christ Church, Lonsdale, - - - : 


Emmanuel “ Manville, - - - - 3 
St. James’s, “© Woonsocket, - - ; ) 
Church of the Nativity, Chepachet, : 5 3 
St. Luke’s, ‘* East-Greenwich, - 4 5 
St. Paul’s, ‘ Wickford, - : - “no 
St. Luke’s, “ Tower Hill, - - : 5 
Christ Church, Westerly, > - : tiny 
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The committee recommend the adoption of the following resolutioz, 
viz. that the delegates of the several Churches now pay to the Treasurer 


their several apportionments. 
GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, 
ALEXANDER JONES, 
8S. T. NORTHAM. 


APPENDIX G. 


Abstract of the Report of the Standing Committee of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the State of Rhode-Island, Benjamin Cowell, Secretary. 


Admitted during the past year; Candidates for Holy Orders :— 


Wiriiam Ropinson Bascock, 
Freprerick Brrp Woopwarp. 


Recommended for the office of Deacon :— 


Louis Jansen, 
Epwarp WaAyYLEN, 
WasHineton Van ZanprT. 


Recommended for the office of Priest :— 


Rev. ALEXANDER H. Vinton, 
‘¢ Louis JANSEN, 
“ Witiram H. Purviancr, 
‘¢ Erastus D’Wotr. 
June 13, 1837. 
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LIST OF CLERGY IN RHODE-ISLAND. 


Rev. Joun Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bris- 
tol. site ‘ 

Rev. Lemuer Borer, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North- 
Kingstown. 

Rev. Narman B. Crocxer, D. D. Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. . 

Rey. Erastus D’Wour, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, 
Tower Hill. 

Rev. Joun P. Fenner, residing in Rhode-Island. 

Revs ——— Hickox, Deacon, Minister of St. Matthew’s 
Church, Jamestown. 

Rev. Georce W. Haruaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 


Warren. 

Rev. Louis Jansen, Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Kings- 
ton. 

Rev. Syivesrer Nasu, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, East- 
Greenwich. 


Rev. James Pratt, Rector of Christ Church, Westerly. 
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Rev. Georce Tarr, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North 


Providence. . 
Rev.¥Atexanper H. Vinton, Rector of Grace Church, 
Providence. 
Rev. Wasuineton Van Zanpt, Rector of Christ Church, 
Lonsdale. 


Rev. Henry Warerman, Rector of St. James’s Church, 


Woonsocket. 
Rev. Jonn West, Rector of Zion Church, Newport. 


Rev. Saumon Wueaton, D. D. Rector of Trinity ‘Church, 


Newport. 


LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 
Certificates of whose election by their respective Churches, 


were presented and approved. 


Provipence.—St. John’s Church. Austin Garey: Wm. 
_G. Goddard, Alexander Jones. 

Grace Church. George 8. Wardwell. 

PortsmoutH.—St. Pauls Church. John Burrington, 
Bateman Monroe, jr. 

Bristot.—St. Michael’s Church. George Pearce, John 
G. Harding, Benjamin Hall, Billmgs Waldron. 

Warren.—St. Mark’s Church. Nathan M. Wheaton. 

Nortu Provipence.—S¢. Paul’s Church. Gideon L. 
Spencer. 

Lonspate.— Christ Church. Jeremiah Whipple, Jesse 
Whiting. 

Wesrerity.— Christ Church. Lynden Taylor, Edward 
W. Babcock, George D. Cross, Rowse Babcock, jr. : 

East Greenwicu.—WSt. Luke’s Church. Kingsley Bul- 
lock, Lucius M. Wheeler, Emery Fiske. 

Nortu Kinestown.—sSt. Paul’s Church. Gideon Free- 
born, Benoni P. Bates, Wm. A. Shaw, Allen M. Thomas. 

Tower Hitu.—St. Luke’s Church. Stephen Browning, 
jr. John Robinson. 

Kineston.— St. Peter’s Church. George W. Champlin, — 
Job W. Watson, Wilkins Updike. 


Nore.—Manville, Woonsocket, Jamestown, and Chepachet, unrepre- 
sented, 
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Curisr Cuurcu, Westervy, June 12, 1838. 

This being the day appointed by the Constitution, for the annual meet- 
ing of this Convention, it accordingly assembled in the body of the 
Church. The Rev. N. B. Crocker, President of the last Convention, took | 
the chair. The Secretary being absent, the Rev. Francis Peck was cho- 
sen Secretary, pro tem. Upon calling the roll, the following gentlemen 
appeared and took their seats, viz:—Rev. Lemuel Burge, N. B. Crocker, 
D. D., Erastus D’Wolf, John P. Fenner, George W. Uathaway, Lanis 
Jansen, Francis Peck, George Taft, Alexander H. Vinton, James Pratt, 
Washington Van Zandt, of the Clergy. 

The Lay Delegates then presented their testimonials, and the following 
named Churches were found canonically represented, viz:—St. Paul's 
Church, North Kingstown, Gideon Freeborn, Benoni P. Bates, Wm. A. 
Shaw, Allen M. Thomas; St. Luke’s Church, Tower Hill, Stephen 
Browning, jr., John Robinson; St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich, 
Kingsley Bullock, Lucius M. Wheeler, Emery Fiske ; St. Jobn’s Church, 
Providence, Austin Gurney, William G. Goddard, Alexander Jones; 
Christ Church, Westerly, Lynden Taylor, Edward W. Babcock, George, 
D. Cross, Rowse Babcock, jr.; St. Paul’s Church, North Providence, 
Gideon L. Spencer; St. Mark’s Church, Warren, Nathan M. Wheaton « 
Christ Church, Lonsdale, Jeremiuh Whipple, Jesse Whiting; &t. 
Michael's Church, Bristo!, George Pearce, John G. Harding, Benjamin 
Hall, Billings Waldron ; St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, John Burringion, 
Bateman Munroe, jr.; Grace Church, Providence, George &. Wardwell : 
St. Peter’s Church, Kingston, George W. Champlin, Job W. Watson, 
and Wilkins Updike. 

The Convention then proceeded to the election of a President, by ba!- 
lot, when the Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. was unanimously elected. The 
Rev. Washington Van Zandt was chosen Secretary. 

The rules of order for the last session of this Convention were read and 

~ adopted as the rules of this Convention. 

Voted, That a Committee be appointed to nominate the standing com- 
mittees of this Convention, to consist of three Clergymen and three Lay- 


6 


men, to be nominated by the President. Adjourned to meet immediately 
after Divine service. 

Morning prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Jansen, the lessons and ante- 
communion service by the Rev. Mr. Van Zandt, and the sermon preached 
by the Rev. Mr. Peck. The holy communion was administered by the 
Rev. Mr. Pratt, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Peck. 

The Convention came to order pursuant to adjournment. ‘The Presi- 
dent reported the following gentlemen as a Committee of nomination:— 
Rev. George Taft, James Pratt, and Messrs. Wm. G. Goddard, Nathan M. 
Wheaton, and Benjamin Hall. 

Adjourned to half past 2 o’clock. 


At half past 2 o’clock, P. M. the Convention met according to adjourn- 
ment. After calling the roll, it was 

Voted, That the reading of the Parochial Reports be the first business 
for to-morrow morning. ‘The Committee of nominations, reported—Re- 
port accepted and the following Committees chosen :— 

Unfinished Business—Rev. James Pratt, Messrs. R. Babcock, jr. G. L. 
Spencer. 

Finances—Rev. G. W. Hathaway, Messrs. Alexander Jones, George 
S. Wardwell. 

Education—Rey. N. B. Crocker, D. D., Messrs. Wm. G. Goddard, Geo. 
S. Wardwell. 

Missionary operations within the State—Rev. John West, John Bristed,, 
and N. M. Wheaton, Esq. 

To revise Parochial Reports—Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D., A H. Vinton, 
and Wm. G. Goddard, Esq. 

Voted, That at 40 clock the Convention enter into the andhin of Del-. 
egates to the General Convention, standing committee, Treasurer, &c. 

A circular from the Bishop was read, concerning the election of an as- 
sistant Bishop for Massachusetts, which was referred to a committee, con- 
sisting of Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D., A. H. Vinton, George W. Hatha- 
way, and Messrs. Wm. G. Goddard, and Benjamin Hall. : 

‘Adjourned to 4 o'clock. 


4o’clock, P.M. Convention met pursuant to adjournment. 

Voted, That the canon of 1836, requiring the number of the standing 
committee to be eight, be and it is hereby repealed. 

Voted, 'That the first canon of 1835, requiring the number to be six, 
be and it is hereby revived. 

According to a previous vote the Convention proceeded to the election 
of the usual officers for the ensuing year, by ballot :— 

Standing Committee—Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D., George Taft, A. H. 
Vinton. Messrs. George Mumford, Benjamin Cowell, and Resolved © 


Waterman. - 
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Delegutes to General Convention—Rey. N. B. Crocker, D. D., A. H: 
Vinton, G. W. Hathaway, James Pratt. Messrs. Wim. G. Goddard, Ben- 
jamin Hall, Wm.R. Babcock, Alexander Jones. 

Trustees of General Theological Seminary—Rev. N.B.Crocker, D. D., 
A. H. Vinton, George Taft. 

Treasurer —Alexander Jones, Esq. 

Voted, That the account of the late Secretary of this Convention be and 
the same is hereby allowed. 

Dr. Lucius M. Wheeler, delegate from St. Luke’s Church, East Green- 
wich, Allen M. Thomas, delegate from St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, the 
Rev. Lemuel Burge, and George W. Champlin, delegate from St. Peter’s 
Church, Kingston, were severally excused from their attendance. 

Voted, That the next Annual Convention be holden at St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 

A communication from Dr. Anthon, late Secretary of the General Con- 
vention, concerning the quota due from Rhode-Island, to said Conven- 
tion, was referred to the Finance Committee. 

Also, a letter from the Rt. Rev. A. V. Griswold, to an individual of this 
Convention, was read and referred to the Committee on the Bishop's cir- 
cular. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY, June 13, 1838. 

After prayers by the Rev. Mr. Fenner, the Convention came to order.— 
The roll having been called, the Parochial Reports were read, in accord- 
ance with a vote of yesterday, and were referred to the Committee of 
revision. (See Appendix A.) 

The Committee appointed at the last Convention as a Board to super- 
intend the Sabbath school operations within this State, were excused from 
reporting. 

Voted, That the same gentlemen be a Board to superintend the Sabbath 
school operations in the State. 

The Committee on “‘ Unfinished business,’ reported as follows :— 

*« fhe Committee on unfinished business beg leave to report, that they 
find nothing requiring the action of the Convention, except the resolu- 
tions proposed by the General Convention, recorded in appendix A. of our 
Jast journal. For and in behalf of the Committee, 

JAMES PRATT, 

A Committee of three was appointed on the proposed alterations of the 
Constitution, recommended by the house of Bishops, consisting of Rev. 
G. W. Hathaway, James Pratt, and William G. Goddard, Esq. 

_ Finance Committee reported ; accepted, and adopted. (See Appendix 
B.) Thesame Committee recommended the following resolutions, viz:— 

Resolved, That the Delegates from the several Churches now pay to 

the Treasurer their several assessments. 
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Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to the General Conven- 
tion the sum of $55, the amount due them. 

The Treasurer reported ; accepted. (See Pets C.) 

‘The Committee on Education reported ; accepted. (See Appendix D ) 

The following gentleinen were elected a Board of Theological Educa- 
tion for the year ensuing, viz:—Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D., George W. 
Hathaway, and Wm. G. Goddard, Esvq. 

The Treasurer of the Board of Education made the following report, 
which was accepted. (See Appendix E.) 

Voted, That the Rev. Mr. Jansen preach the next Convention sermon} 
the Rev. Heury Waterman, his substitute. 

John Robinson, delegate from St. Luke’s Church, Tower 1iill, and 
George Pearce, delegate from St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, were excused 


from attendance. 
Adjourned td 2 o’cleck, P. M. 


2 o’clock, P. M., the Convention met pursuant to adjournment. The 
roll having been called, it was 

Resolved, 'That the publishing Committee be instructed in the insertion 
of the report from Manville, to take notice of the present severe sickness 
of the Rector of the Church, and to express the sympathy of this body in 
his present illness and afiliction. 

The Committee onthe Bishop’s printed Circular and written communi- 
cation, reported ; accepted. (See Appendix F.) 

It was moved and seconded, That the whole subject of separation be 
indefinitely postponed—negatived. 

Rev. Mr. Vinton offered an amendment to the resolutions proposed by 
the Committee—withdrawn. 

The question was now on the original resolutions—shall they pass >— 
The question being taken by orders, the following result was obtained. 

Of the Clergy—Ayes 7—Noes 3—Of the Laity—Ayes 9—Noes 4. So 
they passed. 

Voted, ‘That a Committee of two be appointed to carry the resolutions 
into effect. Rev. N. B. Crocker and G. W. Hathaway. were appointed. 

Voted, That the Delegation be instructed to make application to the 
General Convention, in order to complete the object of the resolutions. 

Voted, 'That the Academy at Westerly be recommended to the patron- 
age of Episcopalians in this State. 

Voted, That the Constitution, canons, and rules of order, be reprinted 
on the journal of the present Convention. (See Appendix G.) 

Voted, That the following gentlemen be the Committee of publication : 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D., Alexander H. Vinton, W. Van Zandt, and 
Messrs. Wm. G. Goddard, J. H. Carpenter. 

Voted, 'That the thanks of this Convention be presented to the citizens 
of Westerly, for their hospitality to its members during the present ses- — 
sion. 
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After the benediction by the President, the Convention adjourned, “ sine 


die.’ A true record—Attest, 
WASHINGTON VAN ZANDT, Secretary. 


APPENDIX A. 


CHRIST CHURCH, WESTERLY. 


During the past year, the goodness and mercy of Almighty God has 
been continued—nay increased and muliiplied upon this people—who in 
times past have been so richly blest with all spiritual blessings in Christ 
Jesus. A greater number have been added to the sacramental host,”’ 
than in any former year; and although we now mourn a general coldness 
in the church, we trust all our members have grown in grace and in the 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. We cannot forbear to mention in 
this connexion, what we believe to have been highly instrumental through 
the blessing of ea, in producing and continuing this kappy state of things 
—we mean the sions harmony and love which from the first day of its 
existence has distinguished this parish. ‘ No root of bitterness has sprung 
up among us to trouble us.’’ Never have we known a single instance of 
discord or ill feeling among the members of either church or congregation. 

Since our last report, God has visited us with his special blessing, and in 
this community, many have been converted, as we trust, from nature’s 
darkness to God’s marvellous light. On one occasion, it was our privi- 
lege to admit eighteen persons to the Lord’s table. 

By the annexed table, it will be seen that our Sabbath school has some- 
what increased in numbers during the year, and then it may be mentioned 
as an interesting fact, that from the Sabbath school have been gathered 
into the fold of Christ, at various times within the three years and a half 
since our organization, twenty-four of the older scholars. About ten dol- 
lars have been raised the last year in the school, and appropriated to Af- 
rica. 

The ladies’ sewing circle has continued its valuable efforts with com- 
mendable industry. Eighty-five dollars have been paid into the funds of 
the Convocation. 

The Tract Society intermits not its quiet efforts. Every month it scat- 
ters two hundred and fifty messages of love and mercy. 

Our services are—preaching twice on the Sabbath, and in the evening 
Divine service in the Lecture room. The first Monday in each month is 
observed in prayerful concert with the Christian world, for the Divine 
blessing upon the cause of missions. Tuesday afternoon is set apart for 
the meeting of the ladies’ sewing circle. On Wednesday evening a con: 
ference meeting is held in the Lecture room. On Thursday evening, the 
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Bible class meets at the Parsonage, in connexion with the Teachers’ 
meeting; and Friday evening is devoted to the ladies’ praying circle. 

Three young men from this parish are now pursuing their studies with 
a view to the ministry; one in the General Theological Seminary, and 
the other two in the Westerly Academy. 

The records of the Church present the following facts :— 

Adult baptisms, 22; communicants added, 34; removed, 1; present 
number, 115; confirmed, 29; S. scholars, 118; average attendance, 90; 
female teachers, 9; male teachers, 8; marriages, 4; burials, 13 

JAMES PRATT, Recror. 


ST. PETERS CHURCH, KINGSTON. 


The very favorable auspices under which this parish was organized, 
justified its friends in their sanguine expectations of its speedy prosperity; 
but for causes over which they had no control, such, as yet, have not 
been realized. For two years past, they have been destitute of a Pastor ; 
and as a natural consequence of such destitution, many who were origin- 
ally the friends of the Church, have incorporated themselves with other 
denominations ; and those bie reside some distance from the village, be- 
ing now supplied with means of grace in their own neighborhoods, feel 
neither necessity nor inclination to attend our services. The population 
of the village itself is small, which divided between two denominations, 
reduces our congregation to the average of forty adults, exclusive of chil- 
dren—and under existing circumstances, this is as large as can be expected, 
unless it should please Him who is the source of light and power, to turn 
the current of faith and feeling, once again toward us. Its communicants 
are twenty-three. Their stability and zeal during their pastoral destitu- 
tien, furnish the demonstration of their attachment to the Church; and 
from their present piety, is argued the hope of its endurance and enlarge- 
ment. The labors ofits present minister commenced in April last, since 
' which a Sabbath school has been organized, numbering scholars, 45 ; 
teachers, 10. Ofa library, it is destitute, but efforts are being made that 
one may be possessed. More recently a Bible class has been formed, and 
as these two institutions, when properly conducted, are fruitful sources of 
power to a Church, they are looked to by the writer, as furnishing a field 
both for usefulness and enjoyment. We worship still in the Court-House, 
but as it is neither convenient nor proper that we should do so much lon: 
ger, it has become necessary to turn our attention to the subject of erecting 
a house for ourselves. .The fewness of our numbers enfeebles our resour- 

es. It will therefore be utterly impossible for us to succeed in so doing, 
without help from abroad, and as we aim only at comfort and convenience, 
putting away from us costliness and splendor, we hope the humility ofour 
desires will give power to our appeal, 


LOUIS JANSEN, Minister. 
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TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


Baptisms, adults, 4; children, 16; total) 20; marriages, 6; funerals, 16; 
_gommunicants added, 12; died, 3; removed, 6; present number, 130. 
The condition of the Sunday school does not vary much from the last 
year, except that the number of teachers has been a little increased, and 
some volumes have been added to the library. 
The services of this church have been better attended the past year, 
and the congregation is somewhat larger than it has been for several pre- 


ceding years. 
S. WHEATON, Rector. 


Newport, June 11th, 1838. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH. 


The records of this Church present, baptism, 1, infant; marriages, 3; 
funerals, 4; communicants added, 3; deceased, 3; removed, 2; present 
number, 23; 8. S. teachers, 5; scholars, 20 to 25; library, volumes 100 
to 150. 

The usual services of the Church have been performed, and there have 
been lectures at private houses during the week. The addition to the 
holy communion has been small, but the deportment of the congregation 
on the Sabbath, has been more solemn and serious than on any former 
year. There are four persons to be confirmed. The Sunday school has 
received due attention from the Rector, and has been his most encourag- 
ing field of labor. The principal source of hope for the future spiritual 
prosperity of the Church, arises from the consideration that the young are 
growing up under §S. school instruction; and will thus acquire, and as 
they’ come forward into active life, infuse into the community around, an 
enlightened and purified moral sense. 

Ten copies of “the Christian Witness,” have again been gratuitously 
circulated during the last year. 

On resigning his charge at the close of five years labor in the parish, 
there are one or two topics to which the founder and Rector would in- 
vite attention. 

As was reported to the Convention of 1834, several hundred dollars were 
collected abroad, ‘‘ to be vested in pews, the pews to be rented, and the 
proceeds appropriated towards the support of the resident minister.’’— 
Sixteen pews have accordingly, by order of the corporation, been sold to 
the trust, and the rents have been duly applied, but the deeds need legal 
execution. 

From the founding of this Church in July, 1833, until July, 1837, the 
parish had received from the R. I. Church Convocation, towards the sup- 
port of its minister, fourteen hundred and fifty-six dollars and forty cents ; 
having itself contributed for that object, during the same period, (including 
the rents of the pews hefore named) four hundred and forty-three dollars 
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and sixty cents. The actual contribution from the parish, for the present 
year is not yet known, it being made at the close of the year, 7th July. — 
A statement for 1837-8, similar to the preceding, cannot therefore now 
be presented. From various causes, the views and feelings of a consider- 
able portion of the community are adverse to the pecuniary support of the 
Gospel. Indeed this presents one of the most unpromising indications 
with respect to the future prosperity of the Church. However impolitic, 
(had merely personal considerations been permitted to govern) to incul- 
cate on the parish the duty of contributing more liberally towards sup- 
porting their own minister, the Rector has nevertheless, as the missionary 
of the R. I. Church Convocation, felt it incumbent on him so to do. Nor 
will such a course on the patt of the parish, less promote its own real 
welfare, than it will be just towards the contributors of the funds at the 
disposal of the R. I. C. Convocation. In fact were all to contribute 
on a moderate estimate, in the proportion of their means, the pecuniary 
resources of the parish would be adequate to its support, without foreign 
aid. JOHN P. FENNER, Recror. 
June 12th, 1838. | 


ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 


The serious impressions of last year, have never during the present” 
season, been altogether effaced. For some months past, the religious 
feeling and spiritual growth of the parish have been, and are now very 
encouraging. In the preceding year, fourteen adults and six infants have 
been baptized ; eleven marriages and eleven burials have occurred ; eleven 
persons have been confirmed ; twenty-three communicants have been 
added ; two have died, and five have left the place; the whole number is 
two hundred and eighty-two. The religious services of the parish are, 
on the Lord’s day, prayers and preaching twice in the Church, a prayer 
meeting in the morning, prayers and lecture in the evening in the lecture 
room. Monday evenings are occupied in monthly concerts of prayer for 
missions, Sunday schools, seamen, and other objects of Christian beneyo- 
lence. On Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday evenings, conference meet- 
ings are holden. On Wednesday evening, the Female Mission Society 
meets. On Friday evening the Sunday school teachers’ meeting, and on 
Saturday afternoon, the Rev. Francis Peck holds a Bible class in the lec- 
ture room. Pastoral visits are made by both the resident clergymen.— 
The Female Missionary Society has raised one hundred and eighty dol- 
lars for the Convocation. Our Education Society continues to sustain a 
beneticiary at Hartford, and our parish has during the year, contributed 
nearly five hundred dollars for religious objects. Our Maternal Associa- 
tion and the Sunday morning prayer meetings, are well kept up, and con. 
tinue to draw down the best blessings upon the people. The Rev. KF 
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Peck will-report, in relation to the Sunday school, Bible class, and other 
labors of love, in which he has been engaged. 


JOHN BRISTED, Recror. 
Bristol, June 12th, 1838. 


REPORT OF THE ASSISTANT MINISTER. 


Beside a participation in the regular services of the sanctuary, and in 
pastoral visiting, the superintendance of the Sabbath school, and the con- 
ducting of a Bible class, have fallen under my more immediate care. 

The present state of the former might be nearly described by employ- 
ing the language used in my report of the last year. Engaged in our 
Sabbath school, we have twenty-six female and ten male instructors.— 
One hundred and twenty are enrojled upon our list of females, of whom 
one hundred and one are in regular attendance. There are ninety-two 
scholars in the male department and cighty-one are punctually at their 
post. During the year, three have given evidence of picty, and within 
the same period, two of our male and three of our female teachers,we trust, 
have been *‘ born again.” The number of volumes in the library is 
about four hundred. Teachers’ meetings are holden weekly, to which I 
give my attendance and aid. 

The Bible class during the inclemency of winter, considerably dimin- 
ished, but has again opened an encouraging aspect. Its influence has 
been by no means inconsiderable in laying a hardy foundation for a deep 
principled and intelligent piety. And now, when about to enter another 
field of labor, there are few departments of my study, which I can look 
back upon as giving me more pleasure in the discharge, or presenting 
brighter promise of prospective good. | 

FRANCIS PECK, Assistant Minister. 
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ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


Baptisms, 3 adults, 8 infants, total 11; burials, 18; marriage, 1 ; com- 
municants died, 4; removed, 1; added,4; present number, 114. 

The only change in the parish worthy of notice, is the introduction of 
the system of weekly offerings, in the place of other collections and con- 
tributions. With what success, sufficient time kas not elapsed to enable 
us to judge. 

We mention as an interesting fact, that four young gentlemen, com- 
municants in this parish, are in different stages of preparation for the min- 
istry of the @hurch ; one of which will finish his studies in a few weeks 
at the General Theological Seminary, New-York. 

Our Sunday school consists of one hundred and fifty scholars and twen- 
ty teachers. Our school is flourishing. 

GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Rector. 


14 
ST. JOHN'S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


Since our last State Convention, I have baptized thirty-two—infants, 
fifteen, adulis, seventeen ; admitted to communion, twenty ; whole num- 
ber about one hundred and ninety ; married, six; twenty-seven have 
been confirmed. Our Sunday scholars are in numbers, two hundred and 
forty-eight. Persons engaged in their instruction, thirty-one. Several 
have been converted through their instrumentality, and joined the com- 
munion. Contributions for religious purposes about the same as last year. 
The Chureh has seldom been in a more prosperous condition. 

N. B..\CROCKER, Recror. 
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GRACE CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


he last annual report from this parish exhibited a depression of its» 
affairs, which was relieved, however, by a few tokens of promise. These 
became more decided and the promise was fruitful, and the hope of last 
yearhas ripened into the gratitude of this. With its advance in age, the 
parish has naturally grown into greater compactness and strength. 

There has been a more vigorous combination of religious effort, and re- 
sults have been wrought with an ease anda certainty, which show a 
healthy tone of religious character. During the past year, this Church has 
contributed to different objects of benevolence, twelve hundred dollars. 

This sum outgoes by three hundred dollars, the contributions of any 
former year, and is more by fiye hundred dollars, than the donations re- 
ported to the last Convention ; and although it certainly does not equa! 
the ability of our Church, yet as a mark of growth and of increasing zeal 
for the common cause, the result is cheering. Of these contributions, 
three hundred and fifty dollars have been given to the General Board of 
Missions and divided equally between the domestic and foreign committees. 
Three hundred and forty dollars have been contributed by the ladies’ 
sewing circle, for missions within the State. The rest has been appro- 
priated to other objects of benevolence. 

There are connected with or sustained by this Church, four Sunday 
schools. One of these is in the South part of our city, and numbers about 
eighty scholars. The teachers are all of them communicants of Grace 
Church. Another is in Johnston, six miles from town. ‘The schools hold 
their sessions in the Lecture room of Grace Church. One of these is a 
school for adult colored persons. 

The attendance at al] the schools has been quite full, and at fee’ im- | 
mediately connected with this Church, more full than for several years 
past. They have both contributed generously to the missionary cause.— 
The teachers’ meetings continue to be well attended, and serve, I believe, 
as a bond of union, and a source of interest in the Sunday schoo) cause, 
as well as a source of religious profit. The average number of the ladies’ 
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Bible class has been between sixty and seventy. Its exercises have beeii 
signally blest. 

The monthly missionary meetings have drawn a larger attendance this , 
year, than ever before, and the whole subject of the missionary enterprise 
seems to have strongly commended itself to the affections of very many 
in the Church, ; 

There is scope enough however, for the wider extension of this interest 
abroad in the congregation, and room perhaps for its deeper entrance into 
the hearts which it already warms. 

This cause should grasp the conscience as well as the sympathies.— 
Missionary zeal ought to have the fixedness of principle as well as the ar- 
dor of impulse. 

We have lately introduced the plan of systematic contributions, and by 
several families it has been faithfully prosecuted. 

Perhaps the most agreeable feature in the condition of this Church, is _ 
the circumstance that it has nine or ten young men in progress of train- 
ing for the ministry. One of these is a beneficiary, and a new scholarship 
of one hundred and fifty dollars per annum, has just been founded for a 
new incumbent. 

In addition to these facts, which I love to look upon as the tokens of 
a growing piety in our Church, I would mention as a reason for thanks- 
giving, that our communion has been enlarged during the year, by the ac- 
cession of forty-one new. members. 

I subjoin a tabular view of our affairs since June, 1837 :— 

Added to communion, 41; confirmed, 47; baptized, of adults, 22; of 
infants, 16; married, 6; buried, 8; Sunday school average attendance, 
120; Sunday school for colored adults, 80. 


ALEXANDER H. VINTON, Rector. 


é 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PAWTUCKET. 


The Head of the Church has continued to smile upon the parish of St. 
Paul’s, during the last conventional year. Several persons have been — 
added to the Church, a number more are candidates for baptism, and a 
general seriousness pervades the congregation, from which the most hap- 
py results are anticipated. The congregation has been regularly increas- 
ing, and is now larger than it has been at any former period. In addition 
to three services on the Lord’s day and one on Wednesday evening, the 
fasts and festivals of the Church, not falling on the Sabbath, and the saints’ 
days have been observed. These services have all been well attended 
and greatly blessed. 


The Education Society has considerably more than redeemed the 
pledge given to the last Convention. 
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The missionary spirit and effort have been greater than on any preced- 
ing year. 

Meetings for prayer and praise, reading the scriptures and renee of de- 
votion and practical religion, and pious conference continue to be held 
by the female members of the Church, for mutual spiritual improvement 
and advancement in holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord. 

The Sunday school is prospering under a divine blessing upon the la- 
bors of a devoted superintendent, and a band of pious, well-qualified 
teachers. 

It is with profound gratitude to God, that I would speak of renovations 
of heart by the Holy Spirit, in the Sunday school. 

The Church edifice has undergone and is undergoing important rapairs 
and improvements. 

From the above statement, together with the statistics subjoined, may 
_be formed a pretty correct idea of the present condition of St. Paul's 
Church. Communicants, 184; funerals, 5; marriages, 13; baptisms, 14; 
Sabbath schoo} scholars, 180 ; volumes in Sunday school library, 400. 

GEORGE TAFT, Rector. 


North Providence, June 14th, 1838. 


ST. PAUL'S CHURCH, WICKFORD: 


Since our last anual meeting, one family has been added to the num- 
ber last reported, as belonging to my Church, and although no removals 
have taken place, we now number only seventeen Episcopal families. 

Two adult persons have been baptized; three have joined in commun- ' 
ion; and four have received confirmation. 

Our Sunday school record gives sixty-two names. Forty is the average 
number in attendance. ‘Thirteen teachers, male and female, with cheer- . 
fulness and a welktempered zeal, devote themselves, their time and tal- 
ents, to this noble work of God. The library of said school contains one 
hundred and sixty-eight volumes. 

The ladies’ sewing circle, by much Jabor and an increased zeal in 
“the good cause in which they are engaged, have been enabled to cancel 
the debt of $115, which originated in the purchase of the organ, having 
paid the past year the balance of $65, and have now in the treasury for 


missionary and other purposes, sixteen dollars. 


LEMUEL BURGE, Rector. 
June 12th, 1838. 
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CHRIST CHURCH, LONSDALE. 


It is undera thankful sense of divine goodness, that the minister of this _ 
Church makes his yearly report to the Convention. From many circum 
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ances, the parish has labored under serious disadvantages, but by the 
oo. of God, it has recovered in a great degree its temporal as well as 
spiritual health. . 

Our Conventional reports oftener show the bright side of the picture, 
(which undoubtedly is more cheering to the Pastor’s heart) than the dark 
side. I presume all desire to exhibit the fair and finished proportions of 
their work; but truth must be told here, as elsewhere. One great obstacle 
in the way of our prosperity, is the Jukewarmness of those who can and 
ought to afford the most efficient aid.. There is a vast disproportion be- 
tween male and female admissions to the communion, four only of the 
former. Hence the lifelessness of our body, for it cannot be expected that 
men will exert themselves.in religious concerns, or make sacrifices for 
the general good, unless they are renewed in the spirit of their minds, and 
changed from a state of nature to'astate of grace. For this great end, | 
have, I trust, faithfully labored, but alas as yet without success. We can- 
not to be sure complain of this as an isolated fact, but a universal impedi- 
ment, from which few or none are exempt. Notwithstanding this dis- 
couragement, there is a seriousness in the parish generally, which beto- 
kens a future ingathering. I wait the day of the Lord. He willsend the 
increase, according to his own gracious promise, in fitting season. May he 
guide us by his unerring wisdom, and cause the labors of another year, 
(should the life of his present ministering servant be spared) to increase 
and multiply, so that the fair field of this portion of his vineyard, may 
bud and lilossom as the rose. 

The regular services are three on Sunday, anda meeting of the Bible 
class, containing about forty members, on Saturday evening. We have 
no other regular service during the week, arising from various reasons, 
unnecessary to mention to those who know any thing of manufacturing 
villages. We have also two female circles of prayer, to which I sincerely 
believe, under God, we are indebted for the present prosperity of the 
Church. Were these discontinued, or should the members relax their 
efforts and hinder prayer, I should indeed despair of ever producing an 
effect upon the hearts and consciences of sinners. The more experience 
I have, the more am I convinced, that a praying people make a flourish- 
ing Church—not only in a spiritual, but temporal point. Take away the 
prayer circle, and you remove the vital principle which invigorates thd’ 
whole body. 

The ladies’ sewing society is in a flourishing condition, and has con- 
tributed to the funds of the Convocation, fifty-five dollars and fifty cents. 
The Education Society has redeemed the pledge of last year. 

The monthly missionary concert is held on the first Monday of every 
month, and we shall have contributed to the funds of the society, about 
thirty dollars. The Church has contributed towards different objects the 
present year, nearly siz hundred dollars. There are now only twenty- 
three pews unoceupied, out of eighty-eight. Eighteen copies of the 
Witness are taken in the parish. . 
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The register shows the following list of baptisms, marriages, funerals, — 
&e. :— ; oe 
Baptisms, adults, 9 ; infants, 10; total 19; confirmed, 11; marriages, 2} 
funerals,11 ; (4 only belonging to the congregation ;) number of communi- 
cants when I took charge of the parish, forty-six ; added, 14; died, 8; 
present number, 52. Of these, eight have removed, but still hold connex- 
ion with this Church. Pastoral visitation, six hundred and seventy-three. 
Sunday school scholars, 90; average attendance, 70; teachers, 13; lbra- 

ry contains 270 volumes. 
WASHINGTON VAN ZANDT, Recror. 
Lonsdale, June 12th, 1838. 


ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


The Rector of-Zion Church, Newport, reports to this Convention the, 
following statement :— 

Baptisms, infant, 19; confirmations, 4; marriages, 6; burials, 10; Sun- 
day school teachers and scholars, 233; bound volumes in libraries, 
588 ; missionary contributions—State, $160; general missionary contri- 
butions, $120. 

The weekly services in this parish, are, besides the two regular services 
on Sunday, a lecture either on a week-day or Sunday evening; a prayer 
meeting ; a meeting of the Sunday school teachers; a Bible class; la- 
dies’ convocation society, and monthly missionary meeting. The mis- 
sionary contributions during the past year have much exceeded for- 
mer ones. ‘The interest in foreign missions has been manifestly advanc- 
ing since a meetin g held by appointment of the General Agent, last sum- 
mer, at which addresses were made by himself, and two members of the 
Executive Committee. The Sunday school has increased in prosperity, 
and is furnishing us with new proofs of the blessed influences of early re- 
ligious instruction. ‘The number of confirmations in this parish will be 

_seen‘to be smaller than usual. We have had no regular visit this year 
from the Bishop, for this purpose. The few who were confirmed, receiy- 
ed the rite at a casual visit nearly a year ago. ‘The number of burials is 
much larger than common ; but half of them were of persons out of the 

* parish. The general prosperity of this parish is greater than ever; the 

‘number of families and regular attendants on publie worship having 
much increased during this year ; yet much cannot be said in commenda- 
tion of its spiritualimprovement. ‘The spirit of the age, itis to be feared, 
is insinuating itselfinto the Church; and if there was ever a time when 
ministers and Christians should sit loose from the world, and exhibit a 
firm, consistent and fearless example of fidelity to Jesus Christ, that time 
is the present. We are to expect no favor from the world, and we ought 


to make no compromise with it. 
JOHN WEST, Rector, 
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APPENDIX B. 


Your Committee of Finance report that the balance in the Treasury is 
about $6. Due from Christ Church, Lonsdale, $17 25, (since paid ;) from’ 
St. James’ Church, Woonsocket, $5, this sum included. They also re- 
port that it will be necessary to raise the sum of $100, for the purpose of 
paying the amount due the General Convention, and the current expenses 
of this Convention for the ensuing year, which amount they recommend 


should be assessed among the several Churches, as follows :— 


Trinity Church, Newport, - : : 


Zion 66 6é “ a H. F 
St! Paul’s “ Portsmouth, - . - - 
St. Michael’s, Bristol, - : - - 
St. Mark’s “ Warren, - ~ - . 
St. John’s ¢ Providence, - ~ - 
Grace Church, - - - - ” 
St. Paul's “ Pawtucket, - - - : 
Christ Church, Lonsdale, - - - 
Emmanuel,‘ Manville, - - - 

St. James’s ‘ Woonsocket, - - - - 
St. Luke’s *“ East Greenwich, - - 


St. Paul's “ Wickford, . - : 4 u 
St. Luke’s “ Tower Hill, : : “ a 


Christ Church, Westerly, mt gy . . é 


St. Peter’s North Kingtown, - - - 
The Committee recommend the following resolutions :— 


$10 
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Resélved, That the Delegates from the several Churches now pay the 


Treasurer their several assessments. 


Resolved, That the Treasurer be directed to pay to the General Con- 


vention the sum of $56, being the amount due them. 


GEORGE W. HATHAWAY; 
ALEXANDER JONES, 
GEORGE S. WARDWELL. 
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APPENDIX C- 


Dr. Rhode-Island Episcopal Convention. in account with 


ALEXANDER Jones, Treasurer. Cr. 


1837. $ C.), 1837. 
July 8. To cash paid W. G. 
Goddard, amount 

he advanced to H. 


H. Brown, for jour- 14. 
nal of 1836, 33 50 
‘* do. paid. W. Hatha- 
way, postage, 2 00 
Aug. 29. ‘ do.paid H.W.Brown, ra 
journal, 1837, 64 00 
‘‘ do. paid postages, ~- 55 43 
1838. pa va 
June 12. “ balance per contra i 
to new account, 19-78 r 


$119 83 


16. 


(Errors Excepted.) 


‘ 


n 


a 


June 13. By balance old acc. 


rendered Conven- 


tion, 58 


Cash received fm 
Wickford, 34, 735, 

a a apa Ib 75 
Zion Ch. Newp’t. 10 00 
St. Paul’s do. 


Portsmouth, 5 00 


St. Michael's, 

Bristol, " 8 00 
St.Mark’s,Warren,7 00 
St.Paul’s, Pawtuck- 


et, 6 00 
‘* Emmanuel’s, Man- 


¢ 


o~ 


ce 


ville, 3 00 
Nativity, Chepach- 

et, 3 00 
St. Luke’s, East 
Greenwich, 5 00 


‘* Christ Church, 


Westerly, 5 06 


. * St. John’s, Prov. 12 00 


‘“ Trinity, do. New- 


port, 36,37, . 22 50 


‘¢ Grace do. Prov. 12 


‘© Tower Hill do. 
South Kingstown, 5 00 : 


sé 


¢ 


$1i9 83 


balance credited 


new account, $19 78 


ALEXANDER JONES, Treasurer. 


Providence, June 12th, 1838. 
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APPENDIX D. 


Agreeably to a resolution adopted at the last annual Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church of Rhode-Island, the Board of Education re- 
' spectfully submit the following é 

REPORT. 

It will be recollected that the last Convention decided to entrust the 
subject of the education of pious and indigent young men for the Christ- 
ian ministry, to a Board of Managers, consisting of three persons, to be 
elected annually by the Convention. In accordance with this decision, 
they appointed the Rev. Dr. Crocker, the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, and 
William G. Goddard, a Board of Education for the year thea ensuing.— 
Exercising a power vested in them for that purpose, the Board organized 
themselves by the choice of Dr. Crocker, as President, the Rev. Mr. 
Hathaway, as Treasurer, and William G. Goddard, as Secretary. 

Immediately after their organization, the Board voted to accept as be- 
neficaries, the following persons, hitherto beneficaries of the Rhode-Island 
Episcopal Education Society, viz:—George W. Randall, of Warren ; 
Edmund Brown, of Woonsocket; James Malchakey, of Warren; Baylies 
P. Talbot, of Fall-River, Massachusetts ; and Charles Fisher, of Franklin, 
Massachusetts. The Board moreover resolved that no person be here- 
after admitted as a beneficiary of this Board, until after he has undergone 
an examination by a majority of the Board, and been approved, except 
such as may be nominated by some association or individual, as their 
special beneficiary. 

There are at present six beneficiaries, sustained by the Church, viz :— 
Mr. George M. Randall, the beneficiary of Grace Church, Providence ;~ 
Mr. Edward Brown, the beneficiary of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol ; 
Mr. Thomas Fales, the beneficiary of St. John’s Church, Providence ; 
James Malchakey, sustained by Mr. Gilliat, of Newport ; and Messrs. 
Baylies P. Talbot and Charles F. Fisher, the beneficiaries of the Board. 

Since the last session of this Convention, Mr. Nicholas Hoppin, at that 
time a beneficiary of St. John’s Church, Providence, has completed his 
professional studies in the General Theological Seminary, at New-York. 
He is now usefully employed in the ministry of the Church. Mr. Fales, 
his successor in the scholarship established by St. John’s Church, is now 
pursuing his studies as a member of the junior class, in the General 
Theological Seminary. 

Mr. Randall is expected to complete his studies at the Seminary, in a 
few weeks. He is already engaged to assume the pastoral care of an im- 
portant parish, so soon as he shall have been ordained. 

Mr. Brown is pursuing his academical course, as an undergraduate im 
Washington College, Hartford, Connecticut. Messrs. Talbot, Fisher, 
and Malchakey, are now preparing to entersthe same College in Septem- 
ber next. 
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‘The 1eport which the Treasurer of the Board is prepared to submit td 
the Convention, will indicate the amount of money received during the 
year, the manner in which it has been expended, and the sourees 
from which it was derived. 

‘There is now due to Mr. Malchakey from the Board, the sum of thirty- 
seven dollars and fifty cents. ‘The responsibility in this case having in a 
spirit of truly Christian liberality, been assumed by a member of Zion 
Church, Newport, the funds of the Board are not deemed liable to any 
demand for the support of Mr. Malchakey. 

The sum of thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents was due to Mr. Fisher, 
on the first of March last, and an additional sum to the same amount. will 
become due to him in September next. To meet this responsibility, 
reliance is placed on pledges to the following amount, viz:—thirty-seven 
dollars and fifty cents, from the Rev. James W. Cooke, of New-York ; 
five dollars from St.. James’s Church, Woonsocket; five dollars from 
Emmanuel’s Church, Manville; and ten dollars from St. Luke’s Church, 
Tower Hill. The small balance which remains in the treasury is inade- 
quate to make up the sum required. After these pledges are redeemed, 
and after the treasury has exhausted its remaining resources, the sum of 
tive dollars and forty-five cents will still be wanted, in order to enable 
the Board to fulfil its obligations to the beneficiary to whom its assistance 
has been promised. ¢ 

The Board have learnt with sincere pleasure, that members of Grace 
Church, Providence, have founded another scholarship, and in communi- 
cating this act of munificence to the Convention, the Board are not with- 
out hope that it may provoke others to corresponding efforts in behalf of 
an object deemed so vitally important to the interests of the Church. 

In behalf of the Board, 
WILLIAM G. GODDARD, Secretary. 


Dr. 


1837. 


July 10. 

15. 
Aug. 17. 
Nov. 11. 


ec 


Dec. 11. 
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APPENDIX E. 


W. Haruaway, Treasurer. 


$ C 
To paying James 
Malchakey, 50 
Baylies P. 
Talbot, 18 75 
s eeae Treasur- 


er’s blank book, 33 
‘¢ EK. Munroe,’ for 
Secretary's book, 1 25 
‘¢ paying Charles 

Fisher, 18 75 
fe. tf James Mal- 


37 50 
for postage, 8] 
** balance carried to 
new account, 12 05 


$239 44 


1837. 


1838. 


July 10. 
Feb, 22. 


Mar.12. 


June 12. 


6s 


cc 


Cr. 
$ C. 
July 8. Received of Treasur- 
erof Educ. Soc. 40 13 
ms Mr. J. H. 
Gilliat, 37 50 
A. Jones, 
usq. 2 00. 
$8 St. Paul’s 
Cl». North Provid. 41 31 
se Mr J.H. 
Gilliat, 37 50 
ef ev. E 
Munroe, 5 00, 
iy Christ Ch. 
Lonsdale, 5 00 
es St. James’s 
Ch. Woonsocket, 5 00 
: Christ Ch. 
Westerly, 12 50, 
> Rev. Mr 
Burge, 10 00. 
- St Mark’s 
Ch. Warren, 25 00, 
us Christ Ch. 
Westerly, 12 50. 
. St Paul’s 
Ch. Wickford, 1 00, 
“ Christ Ch. 
Lonsdale, 5 00, 
$239 44 


The Board of Education in account with Grorae 


St. John’s Church, Providence, Grace Church, Providence, and St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol, paid the amount of their charities directly ts, 


their respective beneficiaries, without its passing through the hands of: 


the Treasurer, and it is not therefore mentioned in the above account. 
: ? 
GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Treasurer,. 
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APPENDIX F. 


The Committee to whom was referred a printed letter from the Bishop, . 
‘to’ the Clergy and Luity of the people of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, in the Eastern Diocese,’’ together with a written communication 
to a member of this Convention, having given them the considera- 
tion which their impertant contents and high origin demanded, and 
judging it inexpedient at the present time, and with the purposes we 
entertain, wholly unnecessary to agitate the question of assistant Bishop, 
beg leave to propese for the adoption of this Convention, the following 
preamble and resolutions, to wit :— 

Whereas, in the opinion of this Convention, the reasons which led the 
Church of Rhode-Island to unite for certain purposes with her sister 
Churches of Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Vermont, xo longer ez- 
ist ; and whereas, the further continuance of such union is attended with 
several inconveniences, without any corresponding advantage ; and fur- 
thermore, as the communication from the Bishop, submitted to- your 
Committee, informs us that if it be the “ wish of any State to withdraw 
from the association of States comprising the Eastern Diocese, it must be 
done at the meeting of the General Convention in September next, or it 
must be postponed till the next General Convention, three years after ;”’ 
Therefore 

Resolved, That a Committee be now appointed by this body to make 
application forthwith to the several State Conventions, for leave to with- 
draw from the union. 

Resolved, That in case such permission be granted, according to a pro- 
vision of the Constitution, the Committee be further instructed to ask of 
our venerated Diocesan, as a special favor, that he would continue his 
Episcopal supervision of the Church in this State. 

Furthermore—Resolved, That, whenever in the course of Divine 
Providence the Eastern Diocese shall be dissolved, its Episcopal fund 
must be divided according to some rule of equity ; it is the unanimous 
opinion of this Convention, that inasmuch as most, if not all the dona- 
tions and bequests were made for the general benefit of the Chureh in 
the Eastern Dioéese, and not for the special good of the Church in the 
State where the donors happened to Jive—equzty will require that it he 
apportioned according to the number of Churches in the several States at 
the time when the donations and bequests were made. 
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APPENDIX G. 


RULES OF ORDER. 


; 1. Every stated Convention shall be opened with prayer, the commun- 
ion, and a sermon; the seve having been previously appointed by the 
Convention. 

2. The morning service of the Church, or aspecial service appointed by 
the Bishop, shall be performed every day during the session of the Con- 
vention. 

_ 3. When the President takes the chair, no member shall continue stand- 
ing, or shall afterward stand up except to address the chair. 

4, No member shall absent himself from the house unless he have leave 
or be unable to attend. 

5. When any member is about to speak, or deliver any matter to the 
house, he shall-rise and with due respect address himself to the President, 
and confine himself strictly to the point in debate. 

6. When two members chance fo rise at the same time, the Ereekiont 
shall determine to whom the preference shall be given; and on all ques- 
tions of order the President shall decide—subject to an appeal to the 
house. 

7. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question, with- 
out leave. 

8. No motion shall be acted upon until seconded, and, when required, 
reduced to writing. | 

9. While the President is putting any question, the members shall con- 
tinue in their seats, and shall not hold any private discourse to the inter- 
ruption of the house. 

10. Every member who is in the house, when any question is put, shall ~ 
on a division be counted, unless he be personally interested in the ques- 
tion, or excused by the President. No member personally interested in 
any question, shall without permission, act in any capacity while it is 
under deliberation. 

11. When a%Motion is under consideration, no other motion shall be 
made, except to postpone, to amend, to divide, or to commit. 

12. A motion for amendment or postponement shall be considered as 
the previous question, and be decided before the original motion. 

13. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be decided 
without debate. 

14. The yeas and nays shall be called and entered on the minutes when 
required by one fifth of the members present. - 

15. At the request of the President, or on motion, the Convention may 
resolve itselfinto a committee of the whole. 

16. All elections when required by two members, shall be by ballot. 


17. When the lay members vote by congregation, it shall also be by 
ballot. 
4 


—_ 
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18. All other questions shall be decided viva voce, or by hand vote, 
unless a ballot be called for by two members. ; 

19. The sittings of the Convention shall be open to all persons who 
choose to attend, unless otherwise ordered by the house. 

20. After the first day, the minutes of the preceding day shall be read 
each morning at the opening of the Convention, and if necessary, correct- 
ed; and before the rising of the Convention, the whole proceedings of the 
session shall be read. 

21. When the house is about to rise, every member shall keep his seat 
until the President leaves his chair: 


——— 


CANONS. 


oo 


CANON 1. 


Standing Committee. 


There shal! be a Standing Committee consisting of three clergymen 
and three laymen, to be elected at each stated meeting of the Conven- 
tion, who shall keep regular minutes of their proceedings, subject to the 
inspection of the Convention, and shall continue in office until the elec- 
tion of a new committee. A majority shall be a quorum. 


CANON 2. 


Testimonial of Delegates. 


Lay delegates to the Convention shall present testimonials of their elec- 
tion which shall be in conformity with the mode prescribed by the parish 
they represent, and signed by the parish clerk, or secretary of the vestry- 


CANON 3. 
Testimonial of new Parishes. 


Delegates from new parishes applying for admission into the Conven- 
tion, shall present a certificate signed by the parish clerk, or the secretary 
of the vestry, declaring that certain individuals have united in the forma- 
tion of a parish, elected wardens and vestrymen, and other necessary of- 

ficers, and adopted and taken measures to become incorporated under a 
charter formed in accordance with the principles and usages of the Pro-. 
testant Episcopal Church in the United States, and that they accede to the 
General and State Constitution and Canons. 


CANON 4. 
Provision for printing Public Documents. 


The Committee of the Convention shall when directed, cause to be pub- 
lished, from the funds of the Convention, the proceedings of the stated 


~ 


2d 


meetings of this body, together with a list of the ministers of the Church 
residing within the State, annexing the names of their respective cures, or 
stations; or if those who have no stated cure, or station, the place of resi- 
dence ; and also the Constitution, Canons, and Rules of Order. 


CANON 5. 
Neglect of Parochial Reports. 


In order to secure a full and accurate view of the state of the Church, 
in case the requisitions of the 51st general canon on this subject are not 
complied with by the minister or other proper authority of any parish, it 
shall be the duty of the Convention to cause inquiry to be made into its 
condition. 


CANON 6. 
Offences for which Ministers shall be tried and punished. 


Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral conduct, neglect of duty, engaging 
in any worldly avocations palpably incompatible with the clerical office, 
and the due discharge of pastoral duty, disregard of the constitution and 
canons of the general and state convention, a continued non-attendance at 
the annual convention of the Church in this State, disseminating or coun- 
tenancing opinions contrary to the doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in the United States, are offences for which a clergyman onght to 
be censured, and for which when accused, he ought to be brought to trial. 


CANON 7. 


If any clergyman of this Church offend in any one or more of the instan- 
ces enumerated in the foregoing canon, complaint may be made thereof, 
by any presbyter to the annual convention; and if, in the opinion ofa 
majority of the presbyters present, there shall be sufficient cause for said 
complaint, it shall be theie duty to furnish the accused with a copy of the 
charge or charges, specifying a time, not short of thirty days, when and 
place where he shall appear to answer to the same. No layman, how- 
ever, shall act as advocate for either party on the trial, and if the major 
part of the presbyters present at the trial, after hearing the evidence, 
shall judge the accused person guilty of said charge or charges, their 
decision shall be made known to the Bishop, and he shall pronounce 
judgment accordingly. 


CANON 8. 


To defray the contingent expenses of the Convention, a sum sufficient 
for this purpose shall be assessed upon the several parishes in proportion 
to the salaries of the respective ministers; for the payment of which. 
several sums, cach minister shall be made responsible. 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 
IN THE STATE OF RHODE-ISLAND. 


This Church as a constituent part of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of America, and also by conventional agreement of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocese, ‘accedes to the 
general constitution of this Church, and to the particular constitution of 
this Diocese, and acknowledges their authority. 


ARTICLE 1. 


There shall be a stated Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in this State on the second Tuesday in June, in each year, alternately in 
Providence and Newport, in such parish as shall, be determined by. the 
Convention. 


ARTICLE 2. 


After divine service, the President and Secretary of the preceding Con- 
vention shall take their places, when it shall be the duty of the Secretary 
to call the names of the clergy, on the catalogue, and to receive and 
read the certificates of the lay delegates. The President and Secretary 
for the ensuing year shal! then be chosen, and the minutes of the pre- 
ceding Convention shall be read, and the necessary committees ap- 
pointed. . 


ARTICLE 2. 


The Convention shall be composed of the officiating ministers set- 
tled. in the parishes in this State, and also of such ministers as are em- 
ployed as, instructors in any incorporated seminary of learning in this 
State, and of missionaries officiating within this State, under the di- 
rection of the ecclesiastical authority of the State ; and of lay members, 
consisting of one or more delegates, not exceeding four from each par- 
ish, which shall have been recognized by the Convention, duly cho- 
sen by the vestry or congregation. 


ARTICLE 4. 


New parishes shall be admitted into union with this ‘Convention, on 
presenting to the Convention written evidence, under the anthority, of 
the wardens and vestry, that they are duly organized, and accede to the 
Constitution and canons of the general Convention, and also of the 
Convention of this State. Ne 
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ARTICLE 5. 


The Bishop shail preside in the Convention ; but when absent, the 
President shall be chosen by the Convention. 


ARTICLE 6. 


A Secretary shall be chosen unon the assembling of the State Con- 
vention from among the members thereof, who shall remain in office 
until the meeting of the next Convention, and until the appointment 
of asuccessor. His duty shall be to take minutes of their proceedings, 
to preserve their journals and records; to cttest the public acts of the 
body, and faithfully to delive: into the Lands of his successor, all books 
and papers relative to the concerus cf the Convention which may have 
been put into his possession. It shall also be his duty to give notice 
to each minister of the time end place appointed for the meeting of 
the succeeding Convention. 


ARTICLE 7. 


The members of the Convention present on due notification, and be- 
ing duly organized shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of bu- 
siness. And in all matters which shall come before the Convention, the 
members shall deliberate in one body; and in voting, shall vote by in- 
dividuals. But if in any case it be required by ahy member, the two or- 
ders shall vote separately, and in such case the laity shall vote by 


congregations, and the concurrence of a majority of each order shall be 
necessary to constitute a decision. 


ARTICLE 8. 


Canons for the government of the Church, and rules of order for the 


conducting of business may be adopted from time to time by the Con- 
vention. 


ARTICLE 9. 


The mode of altering this Constitution shall be as follows :—A proposi- 
tion of amendment shall be introduced in writing and considered in the 
Convention, and if approved of, shall lie over to the next Convention, 
and if again approved of in that Convention by a majority of the two orders 


voting thereon separately, the change shall take place, and the Constitution 
so altered shall be validand obligatory. 
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APPENDIX H. 


The following pledges were made to the Board of Education for the 
next Conventional year, to be paid semi-annually, viz: 


St. John’s Church, Providence, one beneficiary. 

Grace Church, do. two beneficiaries and fifty dollars. 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, one beneficiary. 

A member of Zion Church, Newport, one beneficiary. 

St. Paul’s Church, North Providence, twenty-five dollars. 
Christ Church, Westerly, twenty-five dollars. 
St. Mark’s Church, Warren, twenty-five dollars. 

Christ Church, Lonsdale, ten dollars. 

St. James’s Church, Woonsocket, ten dollars. 

St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, five dollars. 

Rev. James W. Cook, thirty-seven dollars and fifty cents. 
Rev. Francis Peck, eleven dollars, (paid.) » 

William G. Goddard, Esq. ten dollars. 
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APPENDIX I. 


Proceedings of the Standing Committee from June, 1837, to June, 1838: 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, March 14th, 1837, at thé 
house of the Rey. Dr. Crocker :— 

Present—Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. George Taft, Rev. A. H. Vinton, 
Resolved Waterman, and Benjamin Cowell. 

The request of Washington Van Zandt to be admitted to Deacon’s 
orders in the Protestant Episcopal Church, is taken up for consideration, 
and the testimonials and statements in his behalf are heard, whereupon 
it is voted that he be recommended to the Right Rev. Bishop for Dea- 
con’s orders as requested, and be ordained in that holy office. 

Witness : B. COWELL, Secretary. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee at the house of the Rev. Dr. 
Crocker, April 23, 1837 :— 

Present—Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. A. H. Vinton, Rev. G. Taft, Mr. 
Waterman, Mr. Mumford, and Mr. Cowell. 

The request of the Rev. William H. Purviance, a Deacon in the Pro= 
testant Episcopal Church, now officiating at Lonsdale, to be admitted to 
Priest’s orders, is taken up for consideration, and the statements in regard 
to the subject matter of the application, having been duly considered by 
the Committee ; it is voted that it is inexpedient at present, to recom- 
mend him to the Bishop, to be admitted to the order of Priesthood. 


Witness: B. COWELL, Secretary. 


At a meeting of the Standing Committee, May 22, 1837 :— 

Present—Rev. Dr. Crocker, Rev. G. Taft, Mr. Cowell, Mr. Mumford, 
and Mr. Waterman. 

The application of William Robinson Babcock and Frederick Bird 
Woodward, for Deacon’s orders, having been duly considered, and also 
the statements and testimonials in their behalf; It is voted that they be 
recommended to the Right Rev. Bishop, to be by him admitted and or- 
dained in the office of Deacon in the Protestant Episcopal Church. 

Witness : B. COWELL, Secretary. 


Provipence, June 9, 1837. 
I certify the preceding to be a true copy from the Board of the Proceed- 
ings of the Standing Committee, from June, 1836, to June, 1837. 
Witness : BENJAMIN COWELL, Secretary. 


Norr.—The name of Rev. Henry M. Davis, of Newport, was acci- 
dentally omitted among the list of Clergy. 
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SPECIAL SESSION. 


Grack Cuurcu, Provinencs, Avevust 15, 1838. 

This being the day appointed for the special meeting of the Conven- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Rhode-Island, morning prayers 
were read by Rev. Mr. West, after which the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold 
took the chair. 

The Secretary being absent, the Rev. Mr. Nash was’elected Secretary, 
pro tem. and J. H. Carpenter, assistant. 

The following Clergymen, entitled to vote in this Convention, appeared 
and took their seats :— 

Rev. John Bristed, Rev. Lemuel Burge, Rev. Nathan B. ocbies, D. D. 
Rev. Erastus D’Wolf, Rev. George W. Hathaway, Rev. Louis Jansen, 
Rev. Sylvester Nash, Rev. James Pratt, Rev. George Taft, Rev. Alexan- 
der H. Vinton, Rev. Henry Waterman, Rev. John West, Rev. Salmon 
Wheaton, D. D. 

The records of the preceding Convention not being in the hands of the 
Secretary, it was 

Voted, That the parishes be called in order, and that the Delegates of 
each parish, present their testimonials ; 

When the following Lay Delegates presented testimonials of their re- 
spective appointments, and took their seats :— 

St. John’s Church, Providence—Alexander Jones, Wm. G. Goddard, 
John B. Chace, Austin Gurney. 

Grace Church, Providence—George 8. Wardwell, Resolved Waterman, 
Richmond Brownell, Wm. E. Richmond. 

Zion Church, Newport—Stephen T. Northam, John H. Gilliat,* Henry 
Potter, Augustus Bush. 

Trinity Church, Newport—Robert Johnson, George Hall, Edward N. 
Cox, Mr. Harwood.* 

St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth—John Burrington, Bateman Munroe.* 

St. Michael's Church, Bristol—George Peirce, John G. Harding, Bil- 
lings Waldron,* Benjamin Hall. 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren—George Wheaton. 

St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket—Olney Whipple, Alanson Thayer,* G. 
L. Spencer, William Field. 

St. James’ Church, Woonsocket—William Booth, Samuel Greene, 
Welcome B. Sayles, John B. Walker. 

Christ Church, Westerly—Lyndon Taylor, Edward W. Babcock, Geo. 
D. Cross, Wm. R. Babcock. 

St. Luke's Church, East Greenwich—David Pinniger, Kingsley Bullock, 
John P. Roberts, Elisha Potter.* 


* Delegates not present. ° 
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St. Paul’s Church, North Kingstown—Gideon Freeborn, Wm. A. Shaw,” 
H. N. Reynolds,* Allen M. Thomas. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Pratt, 

Resolved, That Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church and can- 
didates for orders in this Church, who may be in the city of Providence 
during the meeting of this Convention, and are not members thereof, be 
admitted to its sittings. 

Agreeably to this resolution, Rev. Andrew Fowler, of the Diocese of 
South Carolina, Rev. Robert E. Northam, of the Diocese of Virginia, Rev. 
Charles H. Alden, ofthe Diocese of Pennsylvania, Rev. John B. Fenner, 
of the Eastern Diocese, State of Rhode-Island, Rev. Henry M. Davis, of 
ditto, and Messrs. Francis Vinton and Thomas Fales, candidates for holy 
orders, attended. 

On motion, 

Voted, 'That the rules of order adopted at the last Convention, be adopt- 
ed as the rules of this Convention. 

The Circular stating the object of the calling of this special Conven- 
tion, was then read as follows :— 


To the Parishes and Corporations in the State of Rhode-Island, under the 
jurisdiction of the Bishop of the Eastern Diocese. 

Wuenrzas requests having been made to the Standing Committee of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the State of Rhode-Island, by a majority 
of the parishes and corporations of said Church in said State, to cause a 
special Convention of said parishes and corporations to be called, to take 
into consideration their separation and withdrawal from the Eastern Dio- 
cese of said Church, and to re-consider the vote of the Annual Conven- 
tion of said parishes and corporations, holden at Westerly in June last, 
upon that subject; and the Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, Bishop of 
said Eastern Diocese, having duly approved of the call of said special 
Convention, for the purpose aforesaid: Wherefore in pursuance of said 
requests, the Standing Committee have ordered and directed that a special 
Convention of said parishes and corporations be called, for the purposes 
aforesaid, to be holden at Grace Church, in Providence, on the 15th day 
of August next. 

The Delegates of the several parishes and corporations to said Annuak 
Convention, will please to take notice of the above, and give their atten- 
dance at said time and place, accordingly. 

By order of the Standing Committee, 


WASHINGTON VAN ZANDT, Secretary Convention. 
Providence, July 10th, 1838. 


The resolutions passed at the last Annual Convention in June, at Wes- 
terly, in regard to the withdrawal of the Church in Rhode-Island, from 
the Eastern Diocese, were then read; when it was moved by George D. 
Cross, that this Convention recede from those resolutions. ies ee 

The following resolution was then offered by Stephen T. Northam, as 
a substitute :—_ 
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Whereas the resolution passed at the late Annual Convention, that this 
State withdraw from its connexion with the Eastern Diocese, is incon- 
sistent with the declaratory clause and the 9th article of the Constitution 
of the Church of this State ; 

Therefore resolved, That said resolution be and it is hereby declared to 
be null and void. 

' On motion of the Rev. Dr. Wheaton, the above resolution offered by 8S. 
T. Northam, was referred to a committee of seven persons, viz :— 

Rey. Messrs. John West, Salmon Wheaton, Alexander H. Vinton, and 
H. Waterman, of the Clergy, and Messrs. Wm. E. Richmond, Stephen T. 
Northam, and Wm.R. Babcock, of the Laity, to report at the opening of 
the afternoon session. 

Convention adjourned to 2 o'clock, P. M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION, 

After calling the rol], a certificate of the election of the following Dele- 
gates from Christ Church, Lonsdale, was presented :— 

Jesse Whiting, George Kelly, Palemon Walcott, L. M. Blodget.* 

On motion of Wm. G. Goddard, 

Voted, That the proceedings of this Convention be printed with those 
of the last Convention. 

The Committee appointed to consider and report on the resolution of- 
fered in the morning, by Stephen T. Northam, reported as follows :— 

The Committee to whom was referred the annexed resolution, offered 
by S. T. Northam, having had the said resolution under consideration, 
beg leave to report, That in whatever point of view they consider the 
resolution of the last annual Convention, to dissolve the connexion now 
subsisting between the Church in this State and the other churches of the 
Eastern Diocese, that very important measure appears to be inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Constitution of the Church of Rhode-Island. 

By the declaratory clause of that Constitution, it is laid down as a sub- 
stantive proposition that this Church as a constituent part of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in ihe Eastern Diocese, acknowledges the authority of 
its Constitution ; that by the ninth article of the said Constitution it is 
provided, that any proposition to amend said Constitution, shall be ‘con- 
sidered in the Convention, and if approved of, shall lie over to the next 
Convention ; and if again approved of in that Convention by a majority 
of the two orders voting therein separately, the change shall take place, 
and the Constitution so altered shall be valid and obligatory.” 

If this Church be a part of the Eastern Diocese, that connexion isa part 
of its own Constitution—a fundamental law of its organization, which 
cannot be altered, amended, or otherwise modified, except in the mode 
pointed out in the ninth article of our Constitution., 

It has been suggested that the declaratory clause of our Constitution 
ought not to be considered as a part of the binding text thereof, but merely 
as a preamble thereto; and therefore not requiring for its amendment, 
the formality of a reference from one Convention to another. 
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But it appears to the Committee entirely immaterial in what particulary 
form our relation with the other Churches of the Diocese be acknowledged 
or asserted ; that acknowledgment or assertion is fundamental, and affect- 
ing our existence and organization as a Church. 

In support of this view, the Committee beg leave to submit the follow- 
ing remarks :— 

‘It is true that the preamble is no part of a statute, i. e. it does not con- 
tro] the enacting words, though it is sometimes, but not always, useful in 
ascertaining the meaning and intent. But then, whatis a preamble ?— 
Not every paragraph which is so entitled, or which is prefixed to the enu- 
merated articles of a Constitution. But it is that which merely declares 
the motives and objects for or because of which the statute, &c. is made. 
Now the paragraph prefixed to our Constitution, is not, in the opinion of 
the Committee, a ‘ preamble,” in the sense of the law books, which say 
that a preamble is no part of a statute ; but on the contrary, it forms Art. 
1, of the Constitution, and perhaps ought to have been so numbered.— 
For it is not a declaration of the motives of forming that Constitution or 
of any causes leading thereto; but is an explicit declaration of a funda- 
mental principle of the compact, viz: That the Church of Rhode-Island is 
not only a part of the National Church, but of the Eastern Diocese, and 
acknowledges their authority. The Committee therefore regard this as a 
fundamental principle of the Constitution ; nor do we see any difference 
in so far as it affects the present question between a proposition to with- 
draw from the Eastern Diocese, and one to withdraw from the National 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction. Each of them goes deeply to affect, zndeed 
to annihilate a fundamental proposition or article of the compact; of 
course, we conclude that such propesition can be acted upon only in the 
mode pointed out in article nine of our Constitution.” 


8S. WHEATON, CuHairman, 
JOHN WEST, 
ALEXANDER H. VINTON, 
H. WATERMAN, 

S. T. NORTHAM, 

W. E. RICHMOND, 

W. R. BABCCCK. 


Wiich report, on motion of Rev. Mr. Pratt, was accepted, and on mo- 
tion of Wm. E. Richmond, the resolution was adopted. 

On motion of Rev. Mr. Vinton, 

Voted, 'That the Treasurer of the Convention be authorized to pay five 
dollars to defray the expense incurred by the Standing Committee in tak- 
ing measures to call this special Convention. 

On motion of Alexander Jones, 


After singing the 107th Psalm, and prayer and benediction by the Bishop, 
the Convention was dissolved. Attest, 


SYLVESTER NASH, Secretary, pro tem, 
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LIST OF CLERGY IN RHODE-ISLAND. 


Ce Enea 


. Jonn Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bris- 


tol. 


. Lemuet Buree, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North- 


Kingstown. 


. Natuan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s 


Church, Providence. 


. Grorce W. Haruaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 


Warren. 


. Louis Jansen, Rector of Christ Church, Lonsdale. 
. Sytvester Nasu; Rector of St. Luke’s Church, East- 


Greenwich. 


-. Rosert E. Norruam, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 


Portsmouth. 


. SAMUEL Penny, jun. Deacon, Minister of St. Matthew’s 


Church, Jamestown. 


sy. James Prarr, Rector of Christ Church, Westerly. 
. Georce Tart, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North- 


Providence. 


. Avexanper H. Vinton, Rector of Grace Church, 


Providence. 


. Francis Vinton, Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, 


Providence. 


. Henry Waterman, Rector of St. James’s Church, 


Woonsocket. 


. Joun West, Rector of Zion Church, Newport. 
. Satmon Wuearton, D. D. Rector of Trinity Church, 


Newport. 


LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, | 
Certuficates of whose election by their respective Churches, 
were presented and approved. 


Provipence.— St. John’s Church. Alexander Jones, 
William G. Goddard, Austin Gurney, Zachariah Allen. 

Grace Church. George S. Wardwell, Resolved Water- 
man, Henry Barton, Samuel Larned. 

St. Stephen’s Church. Gideon Gurnett, Joseph Bis 
Henry Gardner, William Blanding. 

Newport. neers Church. Stephen T. Northam, Samuel 
Whitehorn, Henry Potter, Augustus Bush. 

PortsmoutH.—St. Paul’s Church. John Burrington, AL , 
bert C. Green, Jobn G. Childs, Joseph Thomas. | 

Bristou.—St. Michaels Church. George Pearse, John 
G. Harding, Benjamin Hall, Billings Waldron. 

Warren.—St. Mark’s Church. Hail Collins, Anderson 
Martin. 

Nortu-Provipence. St. Paul’s Church. Danforth L. 
Peck, Horace Miller, Joseph Smith, Alanson Thayer. 

W oonsockeT.— St. James’s Churck. Eli Pond, jun. John 
B. Walker, Samuel Green, W. B. Sayles. | 
Westerty. Christ Church. Lynden Taylor, Stephen 

Smith, jun. Jesse L. Moss, Joseph M. Willcox. 
East-Greenwicu.—St. Luke’s Church. David Pinni- 
ger, Kingsley Bullock, William ‘Tibbitts, Elisha Potter. 
Norru-Kinestown. St. Paul’s Church. Gideon Free- 
born, William A. Shaw, Benoni P. Bates, Allen M. Thomas. 
Waxerienp.—Church of the Ascension. Albert Robin-— 
son, Elisha Watson, jun. William C. Watson, Carder Hazard. 
Tower Hiti.—sSt. Paul’s Church. John Robinson, Ste- 
phen Browning, jun. Freeman P. Watson, Elisha F. Watson. | 
_ Kineston.—St. Peter’s Church. George N. Champlin, 
Job W. Watson, Thomas A. Hazard, Wilkins Updike. 


Nore.—Trinity Church, Newport, and the Churches at Lonsdale, 
Jamestown, Chepachet and Manville, were not represented by the Laity. 


JOURNAL. 


Sr. Jonn’s Cuurcnu, Provipence, June 11, 1839. 

This being the day appointed by the Constitution for the annual meet 
ing of the Convention, it assembled in St. John’s Church, Providence, 
Morning prayer was read by the Rev. G. W. Hathaway, assisted by the 
Rey. S. Nash, who read the Lessons: after which the Convention sermon 
was preached by the Rev. L. Jansen. The Holy Communion was admin- 
istered by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Crocker, 
Rector of the Church. 

After the religious services, the Convention proceeded to organize, the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold in the Chair. The Rev. James Pratt was chosen 
Secretary for the ensuing year. Upon calling the roll, the following of 
the Clergy were found to be present, viz. Rev. John Bristed, Rev. Lemuel 
Burge, Rev. Nathan B, Crocker, D. D. Rev. George W. Hathaway, Rev, 
Louis Jansen, Rev. Sylvester Nash, Rev. Robert E. Northam, Rev. Sam- 
uel Penny, jun. Rev. James Pratt, Rev. George Taft, Rev. Alexander H. 
Vinton, Rev. Francis Vinton, Rev. Henry Waterman, Rev. Jolin West, 
Rev. Salmon Wheaton, D. D. 

The following Lay Delegates answered to their names and took their 
seats, viz. Alexander Jones, William G. Goddard, Austin Gurney, Zacha- 
riah Allen, George 8. Wardwell, Resolved Waterman, Henry Barton, 
Samuel! Larned, Stephen T’. Northam, Augustus Bush, Albert C. Green, 
Joseph Thomas, George Pearse, John G. Harding, Billings Waldron, Hail 
Collins, Anderson Martin, Danforth L. Peck, Horace Miller, Joseph 
Smith, Alanson Thayer, Eli Pond, jun. John B. Walker, Samuel Green, 
W.B. Sayles, Lynden Taylor, Stephen Smith, jun. Jesse L. Moss, Joseph 
M. Willcox, David Pinniger, Elisha Potter, Gideon Freeborn, Allen M. 
Thomas, Elisha F. Watson, George N. Champlin, Wilkins Updike. 

The rules of order governing the last Convention, were then read and 
adopted as the rules of order for this session. 

Communications were received, and read by the Secretary, from St. 
Stephen's Church, Providence, and from, the Church of the Ascension, 
Wakefield, certifying that they were duly organized, and requesting to be 
admitted into union with this Convention. Whereupon, 
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On motion, the aforesaid Churches were received as members of this 
body, and the following gentlemen took their seats as Lay Delegates 
therefrom :— - 

St. Stephen's Church, Providence.—Gideon Gurnett, William Blanding. 

Church of the Ascension, Wakefield.— Albert Robinson, Elisha Watson, 
jun. , 

The Convention proceeded to elect, viva voce, committees on various 
subjects, viz. 

On unfinished business. Rev. James Pratt, Rev. F. Vinton, G. 8. 
Wardwell. 

Finance.—Rev. G. W. Hathaway, Alexander Jones, 8. T. Northam. 

Education.—Rev. N. B. Crocker, D.D., W. G. Goddard, Samuel 
Larned. 

Missionary operations in R. Island.—Rev. John West, Rev. A. H. Vin- 
ton, Hail Collins. 

To revise Parochial Reports.—Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D., Rev. A. H: 
Vinton, W. G. Goddard. 

On motion, Resolved, To appoint a committee to revise the Canons ; 
whereupon the following gentlemen were appointed as said committee, 
viz. Rev. G. W. Hathaway, Rev. A. H. Vinton, W. G. Goddard. 

A communication from the Secretary of the Convention of the Protes- 
tant Episcopal Church of New-Hampshire, asking the consent of this 
Convention to its withdrawal from the Eastern Diocese, was then read, 
and, 

On motion, was referred to a committee, consisting of Rev. N. B. 
Crocker, D. D. and W. G. Goddard. 

Resolved, That when we adjourn, it be to meet at 3 o’clock, P. M. 

Resolved, That at 4 o’clock, P. M. the Convention proceed to the elec- 
tion of officers. 

Adjourned to 3 o’clock. 


_ 


3 o'clock, P. M. Convention met pursuant to adjournment. After 
calling the roll, it was 

On motion, Resolved, That Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church and candidates for orders in this Church, who may be in the city 
during the meeting of this Convention and are not members thereof, be 
admitted to its sittings. 

On motion, G. S. Wardwell was appointed a committee to transfer the 
accounts of the late ‘Treasurer to the Treasurer just elected. 

W. G. Goddard was excused from farther attendance upon this day's 
session. 

The committee on Sunday schools, appointed at the last Convention, 
reported, (see Appendix B.) and, 
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Whereupon the {Rev. Francis Peck, of the Diocese of Maryland, ap- 
peared and took his seat. 

The committee to which was referred the communication from the 
Convention of New-Hampshire, reported, recommending the adoption of 
the following resolution : 

“ Resolved, That this Conyention consent to the request of the Conven- 
tion of New-Hampshire, thus constitutionally presented, to withdraw from 
the Eastern Diocese.”’ 

On motion, the Report was received, and the resolution adopted. 

On motion, Resolved, That the Secretary transmit the above resolution 
to the Secretary of the Convention of New-Hampshire. 

The committee on unfinished business reported that none such had 
been found. 

On motion, Resolved, That in the selection of Delegates to attend the 
General Convention, not more than one Delegate shall be chosen from any 
one parish. 

On motion, Resolved, That acommittee be appointed to nominate the 
Delegates to the General Convention ; also, the Standing Committee and 
Treasurer. 

The Rev. G. Taft, Rev. A. H. Vinton, Rev. J. Pratt, Samuel Green 
and John G. Harding, were appointed this committee. 

Resolved, That the Convention adjourn at half past 6, P. M. to meet 
again at half past 7 o’clock, P. M. 

The Rey. L. Jansen asked and obtained leave of absence for the re- 
mainder of this day’s session. 

The nominating committee reported the nomination of the following 

‘gentlemen, as Delegates to the General Convention, viz. Rev. N. B. 
Crocker, D. D. Rev. A. H. Vinton, Rev. G. W. Hathaway, Rev. James 
Pratt, of the Clergy. Edward S. Wilkinson, Benjamin Hall, Samuel 
Whitehorn, John B. Walker, of the Laity. For Standing Committee, 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. G. Taft, Rev. A. H. Vinton, Messrs. 
George Mumford, Benjamin Cowell, Resolved Waterman. Report re- 
ceived. 

The Convention then went into the election, viva voce, when all the 
gentlemen nominated were elected. 

Lynden Taylor, Esq. was chosen Treasurer for the year ensuing, vice 
Alexander Jones, Esq. who declined a re-election. 

Rev. H. Waterman, Rev. 8. Nash and G. 8S. Wardwell were appointed 

_a Board to superintend Sunday school operations in this State. 

Rey. N. B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. G. W. Hathaway and W. G. Goddard 
were appointed a Board of Theological Education, for the year ensuing. 

The Rev. H. Waterman was appointed to preach the next Convention 
sermon. The Rev. A. H. Vinton his substitute. 

The Treasurer for the past year presented his account, which was read 

and approved. (Appendix A.) | 
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On motion, the report was received and ordered to be printed with the 
Journal. 

Messrs. Alanson Thayer and Joseph Smith obtained leave of absence 
for the remainder of the day. 

Resolved, To re-consider the resolution appointing half past 6 o’clock, 
P, M. as the hour of adjournment, and half past 7 o’clock, P. M. for re- 
assembling. 

Resolved, That when we adjourn, it be to meet at 8 o’clock to-morrow 
morning. 

Rev. G. Tafi asked and obtained leave of absence for the remainder of 
the day. 

Resolved, That the reading of the Parochial Reports be the first busi- 
ness of to-morrow morning. 

Adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at 8 o'clock. 


Wepvespay, June 12, 1839. 
8o'clock, A.M. After prayers by the Rev. Mr. Pratt, the Convention 
came to order. After calling the roll, the proceedings of yesterday were 
read and approved. 

The Parochial Reports were then read, (see ‘Appeal C.) and referred 
to the committee of revision. 

The Board of Education reported, (Appendix D.) and 

On motion, their report was received and ordered to be printed with 
the Journal. 

The committee appointed to transfer the Treasurer’s accounts from the 
former to the new Treasurer, reported that no book had been kept as the 
property of this Convention, 

On motion, Resolved, That the Treasurer be authorized to procure a 
book, and cause to be copied into it the past accounts. 

Messrs. Albert C. Green, Joseph Thomas and W, B. Sayles were ex- 
cused from further attendance. 

Resolved, That 1000 copies of the Journal of the proceedings of this 
Convention be published. 

The Secretary and W. G. Goddard were appointed a hinds Com- 
mittee. 

Jesse L. Moss was excused from farther attendance upon this session. 

The Finance Committee reported, (see Appendix E.) Report received. 

Resolved, That the Secretary be instructed to transmit to the Conven- 
tions of Maine, New-Hampshire and Massachusetts, the following pre- 
amble and resolution, passed at a special Convention of this Church, in 
August, 1888. 

‘‘ Whereas the resolution passed at the late annual Convention, that - 
this State withdraw from its connexion with the Eastern Diocese, is incon- © 
sistent with the declaratory clause, and the 9th Article of the Constitution 
of the Church of this State :” : 
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“ Therefore, Resolved, That said resolution be and it is hereby declared 
to be null and void.” ‘ 

On motion, Resolved, That the committee on Canons be instructed 
to report a standing order of business for this Convention, 

The committee on Canons were instructed to revise the Constitution 
and .the rules of order. 

The committee on Canons stated that they would be unable to report 
at this session, and requested leave to sit again and report at the next 
annual Convention. Leave granted. 

The Missionary committee made areport, (see Appendix F.) and rec- 
ommended the adoption of the following Canon, viz. 

“Be it enacted by this Convention, that a Board for conducting missions 
within the State, be appointed, to consist of such of the Clergy as shall 
pledge themselyes to pay into the Treasury of this Board, an annual sum, 
equal to at least one tenth of their respective salaries, and that they re- 
port annually to the Convention their proceedings, together with an ac- 
count of their receipts and expenditures.” 

The following amendment was offered to the Canon, as reported : 

*‘ And all appointments of Missionaries shall be made on nomination 
of the Bishop of the Diocese.” 

The Missionary committee then asked and obtained leave to withdraw 
and alter the Canon as proposed. 

It was subsequently reported in the following form : 

‘“‘ Be it enacted by this Convention, that a Board for condueting missions 
within the State, be appointed, to consist of such of the Clergy as shall 
pledge themselves to pay into the Treasury of this Board,an annual sum, 
equal to, at least, one tenth of their respective salaries, and that they re- 
port annually to the Convention their proceedings, together with an ac- 
count of their receipts and expenditures. The Bishop of the Diocese 
shall be, “ ex officio,” the President of the Board, and no appointment of 
Missionaries shall be made by the Board, without his approbation. The 
Treasurer of this Board shall be a layman of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this State.” 

The above amendment was again moved and Jost. The Canon as last 
reported was then on motion unanimously adopted. 

On motion, Resolved, As the sense of this Convention, that the rejec- 
tion of the amendment proposing to insert the word nomination, in- 
stead of approbation, was considered a merely verbal question, not affect- 
ing the rights of the Bishop. 

On motion, Resolved, That the report of the committee on Missions be 
printed with the Journals. 

On motion, the following resolutions were unanimously adopted ; the 
mover and others accompanying them with remarks : 

‘¢ Whereas God, in his wise Providence, has seen fit, since our last 
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annual Convention, to take cut of this world the soul of our deceased 
brother, the Rev. Ephraim Munroe ; therefore, 
*¢ Resolved, That this Convention record the high estimation in which 


it held the deceased, as a faithful and devoted minister of the gospel, an 


humble and exemplary Christian, a true and affectionate friend. 

“‘ Resolved, That the heart-felt sympathy of this body be tendered to 
the widowed mother and afflicted family of our departed brother, and that 
the Secretary be directed to transmit to them a copy of the above pream- 
ble and resolutions.’’* 

On motion, Resolved, That the Secretary be requested to prepare for in- 
sertion in the Journal, a tabular view of the statistics of the Church. 

The Rev. G. Taft and Alanson Thayer were excused from farther 
attendance. | 

The Rev. Dr. Wheaton was also excused for the remainder of the ses- 
sion. 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary be authorized to procure for the use of 
this Convention, three copies of the Constitution amd Canons of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church of the U. States, and two copies of the Journal 
of the last Triennial Convention. 

On motion, Resolved, That the next annual Convention be holden in 
St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, on the second Tuesday in June, 
1840. 

On motion, Resolved, unanimously, Tat the thanks of this Convention 
be presented to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswoid, fur his kindness in attend- 
ing and presiding at the present meeting, and that the Treasurer be di- 
rected to pay him ten dollars, to defray the expenses of his attendance. 

A motion was made, but was not carried, that the proposed amend- 
ment to the Canon, recommended by the committee on Missions—also 
the resolution declaring the difference between the Canon and amend- 
ment to be merely verbal, be omitted in the printed Journals. 

The minutes of the session were then read and approved ; after which, 
the benediction was pronounced by the Bishop, and the Convention ad- 
journed, sine die. 

JAMES PRATT, Srcretary. 


* In this connexion, the subjoined facts deserve to he recorded. The Messrs. Man, preprie- 
tors of an extensive manufacturing establishment at Manville, the scene of Mr. Munroe’s pas- 
toral labors, entertained for his character such high respect, that they determined to erect, at 
their own expense, a marble monument to his memory. When the operatives, for whose 
temporal and eternal good, this excellent Minister had hambly and perseveringly labored, were 
apprised of the intention of their employers, they insisted on participating in this testimony of 
respect and affection, Moved by a noble impulse, they actualy raised two hundred dollars 
towards the expense of the monument. The Messrs. Man most cheerfully supplied the rest. 
A beautiful marble monument new stands in the church-yard of St, Michael’s, in Bristol, and 
commemorates, in most appropriate terms, the virtues of this earnest Christian, and faithful 
village Pastor. 
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APPENDIX B. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


The committee on Sunday schools have attended to the duty assigned 
them. They have contemplated, with gratitude to God, the rise, progress 
and present condition of Sunday schools in this diocese. The first estab- 
lishment of this kind in this State, and in the United States, was made 
by a Churchman, in the village of Pawtucket, in 1797, Samuel Slater, 
then recently from England, brought over with him not only the knowledge 
of an important branch of manufacture, but also the knowledge of the 
great moral institution of Raikes. Anxious for the intellectual and moral 
improvement of the children in his employment, he established for them 
a Sunday school similar to those established in England by the founder of 
these institutions. The first teacher was the late Benj. Allen, LL. D., then 
a member of Brown University,and subsequently a distinguished instructor 
of a classical schoo! in Hyde Park, New-York. This school was not 
parochial. Slater may be considered the founder of Sunday schools in 
this country. 

The next Sunday schools in this State were established in Providence, in ~ 
1815, under the patronage of a Young Men's Bible Society. In this en- 
terprise, the various denominations of Christians in the town were en- 
gaged. These schools were not parochial. 

In 1816, Mrs. Joshua B. Wood had quite a numerous school in her 
own house in Providence, and taught it herself. 

In the same year, a colored school was commenced by two ladies of 
St. John’s church, Providence. The first day they had one scholar; in a 
short time 150. Neither of these schools was parochial. 

In 1817, the two ladies just mentioned undertook to gather and organize 
a parish schoo] in St. John’s Church. The proposition was received with so 
much pleasure by the children, that large numbers of them followed their 
teachers round from house to house, in search of other children. Before 
one gentleman could be found to co-operate with these ladies, they had — 
250 scholars. Then aid came. Iremember these things well. Never 
till my latest breath shall I forget the ardor of the children in their stud- 
ies, nor the untiring devotion of the teachers to the duties of their high 
calling. The Rector of that Church writes to me of the school at this 
time as follows :—‘ 1 speak from records, when I say it, many thousand 
verses of scripture were committed to memory, hundreds of hymns, the 
four Gospels, the book of Psalms, many chapters of the Proverbs, the 
Epistles, and all the Collects in the Prayer Book. The Church Catechism 
was thoroughly learned and faithfully explained. Numbers were con- 
verted.” This was the first parochial Sunday school in this diocese. 

Soon after this, schools were begun in St. Michael’s Church, Bristol ; 


13 


Trinity Church, Newport; St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence ; and 
St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. There were five in ali. ' 

At this number they remained for several years, till the organization of 
the parishes of Grace Church in Providence, and St. Mark’s Church in 
Warren. From this time, they have steadily and rapidly increased, as 
new churches have been formed, by the blessing of God upon the labors 
of the Convocation. 

The following table of statistics will show the present condition of the 
schools :— q 

18 schools, and one more soon to be established in the village of 
254 teachers. [ Wickford. 
1289 scholars. 
4272 vols. in libraries. 
10 Bible classes. 
2 colored schools,. containing 100 scholars. 
3 infant schools, containing 193 scholars. 
1 library for infant school, numbering 105 vols. 
2 teachers added to communion. 
24 scholars become pious. 
1 ladies, sewing circle, to render assistance to such children as 
are needy. 
2 teachers who have been actively engaged in Sabbath school 
instruction about 25 years. 

The statement of the number of parochial schools in this State is correct; 
but your committee regret that they are not able to give with equal accu- 
racy the number of teachers, scholars, &c. as they have not been able to 
obtain the requisite information from two parishes. In one school, $42 44 
have been collected for missions; in another the teachers hold a prayer 
meeting once a month, for God’s blessing upon their labors. In some of 
our parishes, the Rectors instruct Bible classes ; in others, they hold oc- 
casional churches for the children, when they sustain the responsive parts 
of our service, and a sermon suited to their capacity is addressed to them. 

There is an interesting school at Mr. Simmons’s factory, in Johnston. 
The account of this school is given in the language of the superintendent. 
It was established by several communicants of Grace Church, in May, 
1833. Previous to 1836, no unusual interest was apparent in the school, 
But atthe close of that year an event transpired calculated to call forth 
the deepest feelings of gratitude to Almighty God, from those privileged 
to labor in this blessed cause. A boy about 12 years of age, a member 
of the school, was laid upon a sick and dying bed. For awhile he ap- 
peared thoughtful, and as though something was burdening his mind. An 
opportunity offered for unbosoming his pent-up feelings, and with tears 
of joy bursting from his eyes, he told his father that he had found Jesus 
precious to his soul. ‘‘ From the instruction of the Sunday school,’ said 
he, “I was led to feel myself a sinner in the sight of God, 1 sought for 
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pardon and peace in the way pointed out, and found it rich and free in 
my dear Redeemer.” 

The school was not sustained through the year + 1836. In 1837 it was 
re-organized under the most favorable auspices. It was sustained 
throughout the year, with increasing interest. Towards its close, deep 
feeling was evident, in both teachers and scholars. The Holy Spirit 
strove, nor were his strivings ineffectual. Four precious souls were 
made to rejoice in the salvation of Jesus, and their lives show that 
their rejoicing was not in vain. 

The past winter the school was suspended. It was re-opened in 
May, and is now in a very flourishing condition. There has been 
lay-reading this year, in addition to the exercises of the school. The 
number of attendants upon the services has gradually increased, until 
the room we occupy is crowded. The good effects of these exercises 
are very apparent. They have excited an interest in the Sunday school 
which has never Lefore been exhibited. Parents now use their influence 
to have their children instructed, who have been heretofore sadly neg- 
lected. The classes are better supplied with teachers, more constant 
in their attendance,and more active in their labors. 

The prospect of having a house of public worship erected is very 
encouraging. About $00 are subscribed, and a situation offered. The 
principal subscribers are more favorable towards an Episcopal Church 
than any other. 

The average number of scholars attending the sche! is about 50. 
There are 6 teachers, a library consisting of 84 vols. and a Bible class 
connected with the school. There have been 5 conversions. 

It is the belief of your committee, that the Sabbath schools in this 
State were never so flourishing as at the present time, and it is their 
prayer that the Lord may continue to smile upon these nurseries of 
the Church. - GEORGE TAFT, 

Chairman of Committee on Sunday Schools. 

North-Providence, June 10, 1839. 
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APPENDIX C. 


CHRIST CHURCH, WESTERLY. 


Though we are not permitted to speak, as in every other report of 
this parish, of large numbers added to the communion, still there are 
facts connected with the history of the past year, the review of which 
calls forth our devout thanksgiving to the indulgent Giver of every 
good and perfect gift. 

Since our last Convention, the parish has nobly determined, not- 
withstanding its heavy current expenses, to sustain itself. In assuming. 
this position, it may be permitted to express the gratitude which will 
ever be felt towards the Rhode-Island Clerical Convocation, for the 
timely and generous aid which it has hitherto extended. 

The various societies connected with the Church, viz. the Tract, 
the Education and the Missionary Societies, are continued with profit, 
we trust, to those who are interested in their operation. During the 
year, the Tract Society has distributed about 3000 Tracts of yarious 
sizes. The Education Society meets its small pledge of $25 per ann, 
and the Missionary Society has paid into the funds of the general so- 
ciety say $60. 

The ladies’ sewing circle pursues the even tenor of its way, th 4nk- 
ful to pay $75 annually into the funds of that body, through which, 
as the agent, we have been so richly blest. 

The Sunday school has considerably increased, since the opening of 
the spring, and may be reported as in a flourishing condition. Three 
scholars have been added to the Church, since our last report, making 
in all twenty-seven, who have been taken from the nursery into the 
bosom of the Church. To the cause of missions the children have 
contributed about the same as Jast year, $10. Believing that children 
have been too much overlooked in our weekly ministrations, we have 
commenced what may be termed a children’s Church. That is to say, 
once in two months, or oftener, they are all assembled in the body of 
the Church, the regular service is performed, and a sermon, adapted 
to their capacities, is preached. In this exercise the children are much 
interested, and we trust they may be equally profited. 

Our services, during the week, are as follows, viz. on Sunday, preach- 
ing twice and in the evening a Jecture upon the Liturgy, taking it in 
regular order. The first Monday evening in the month has been ob- 
served in prayerful concert for God’s blessing upon the Missionary 
cause. On Wednesday evening a social meeting is held in the lecture. 
room. .On Thursday evening the Bible class is attended, and once in: 
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two weeks, on Saturday evening, the Pastor meets the young commu- 
nicants at the Parsonage, for prayer and familiar. instruction. 

The records show of adult baptisms, 4 ; infant do. 1—total, 5; com- 
municants added, 8; removed, 2; died, 1; present number, 118; con- - 
firmations, 7; Sunday scholars, by corrected list, 111 ; teachers, male, © 
7; female, 7—14; marriage,1,; burials, 9; contributions to religious 
objects, $154. ; 

JAMES PRATT, Rector. 


CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, WAKEFIELD. 


This Church was organized on the 28th of February last, to supply the 
Gospel to a large and needy population. 

Through the liberality of Elisha Watson, Esq. suitable lots for a Church 
and parsonage have been obtained, and in a few weeks, the required 
amount for the erection of a Church, and a large portion of the sum re- 
quired to build a parsonage, were raised. The contracts are now all 
closed, the Church is begun, and will be ready, it is hoped, for consecra- 
tion, inthe autumn. The necessity is pressing for the speedy completion 
of the Church, for meanwhile, there is no place in which to hold public 
worship. The communicants are six, who, with others interested, are 
regular worshippers at St. Paul’s, Tower Hill, with which the Church of 
the Ascension is associated. 

A ladies’ sewing circle is organized, and in active operation. A pastor 
is called, who has not yet returned a decided answer. Our warmest 

thanks are due to God, to whom belong the silver and the gold, for his 
blessing upon this effort to establish the Church which he bought with 
his own blood. May he send to these sheep in the wilderness, a Pastor 
_after his own heart ! 
é FRANCIS VINTON, Minister. 


—_—-— 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, TOWER HILL. 


Baptisms, 5 adults; buried, 3; confirmed, 8; candidates for confirma- 
tion, 2. Communicants—died, 1; removed, 1; added to communion, 13; 
whole number, 41 ; Sunday school teachers, 10; average attendance, 25; 
library, No. of vols. 75, with 50 Testaments and 30 Bibles. One member 
is pursuing his studies with a view to the ministry. 

We have cause to bless God for his dispensations to this parish during 
the last year. The increased attendance on divine worship, and the new 
zeal and devotion which quicken the members, and the marked results of 
our feeble labors, all ' demand our hearty acknowledgments to Him “ from 
whom all holy desires, all good counsels and al] just works do proceed.” 

The Church-has been thoroughly repaired, and all suitable conven- 
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iences for celebrating divine worship and for administering the sacra- 
ments, have been provided. And, above all, the efforts of the Clerical 
Convocation have been specially blessed in awakening and reviving the 
Charch. 

During the winter, when there was no Sunday school, I taught a Bible 
class of adults, immediately afier morning service; and on Wednesday 
evening 1 gave Lectures on Episcopacy and the Church. There have 
been also occasional services preparatory to the communion. 

This Church, in connexion with the Church of the Ascension, Wake- 
field, receives from the Convocation the sum of $350 towards the support 
of the Minister. 

The ladies’ sewing circle is organized ; but owing to the scattered pop- 
ulation, which renders it inconvenient to meet and to encourage one 
another, and it is feared, owing likewise to want of zeal for the mission- 
ary cause, the sewing circle is exceedingly inefficient. 

The Church have called a Pastor, who has not yet returned a decided 
answer. Meanwhile, the services of a lay reader are secured. The term 
of the present incumbent expired on Easter day; but the necessities of 


the parish have retained him until the present time. 
FRANCIS VINTON, Minisrer. 


ST. PETER’S CHURCH, KINGSTON. 


The undersigned was appointed by the R. Island Clerical Convocation, 
Missionary to this parish, at their call, to supply the vacancy caused by 
the resignation of his predecessor, and for the remaining term of his en- 
gagement from January to Easter day. The records of the Church on 
the Ist of January shew, of baptisms, 3 (infants ;) burials, 3; marriage , 
1; communicants removed, 3; whole number, 21. 

During the period of my official connexion with the parish, from Jan- 
uary to Easter, as the Missionary of the Convocation, I conducted divine 
service regularly on the afternoon and evening of the Lord’s day, with 
occasional services during ihe week. Since Easter, occasional services 
only have been held, as my strength and obligations to other parishes 
would permit. 

The attendance, for the most part, has been thin and discouraging. 
OF late, however, through the mercy of God, there seems to have been 
a renewed attention to public worship, and to the claims of Christianity. 
The Sunday school is revived, the services of a lay reader are secured, 
and the promise of new zeal and devotedness cheers the prospect of this 
struggling parish. 

They still worship in the Court House, and need exceedingly the con- 
Nie sci ofa Church. Since. Easter, communicants added, 3; dropped, 


> present number, 23. 


: FRANCIS VINTON, Minister. 
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ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, EAST-GREENWICH. 


1 baptism ; 1 confirmation; | marriage. 

This Church is in a depressed condition. The series of afflictive occur- 
rences that have befallen the village, have most seriously affected the 
Church and paralyzed the energies of the parish, There have been some 
defections, and many removals, so that of the 42 communicants, formerly 
reported, not more than 18 now remain in actual communion. Though 
dispirited and feeble, yet they are not destitute of hope that, in the Provi- 
dence of God, the cloud that now hangs over them may be removed, and 
their hearts gladdened by prosperity. 


S. NASH, Rector. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, WICKFORD. 


In this parish, during the past year, four adult persons have come to 
Christ in baptism and confirmation. One has been received to the com- 
-munion. I might say, others are hopefully pious, and will, probably, soon 
cast in their lot among us; but this, in my judgment, would not be what 
the Canon requires us to report, or what this Convention would recom- 
mend. 'T'wo couple have been joined together in holy matrimony, and 
five persons have been buried. We now number 54 baptized members, 
28 of whom are in full communion. 

Our Sunday school consists of 66 scholars, having a superintendent, 
librarian, and 10 teachers. Its library contains 217 volumes. Our sewing 
circle, few in number, with a commendable zeal, still continue their 
operations. Fifty-five dollars have been raised from the labors of said 
circle, and appropriated in part for the benefit of the destitute poor. The 
balance has been expended in the purchase of a pair of astral lamps for 
our pulpit and in books for the desk. 
| LEMUEL BURGE, RecrTor. 
Wickford, June 11, 1839. 


ST. MATTHEW’S CHURCH, JAMESTOWN. 


The records of this Church, for the past year, furnish the following 
statement: Baptisms, adults, 2; children, 3; total,5; funerals, 2; com- 
municants, 3. 

The Rector of this Church having but just entered upon his charge, can 
of course bring before the Convention but little of positive information in 
reference to the spiritual concerns of the.parish. He has the gratification, 
however, of stating, that its prospects are in many respects very encour- 
aging, and lead him to hope, that by the blessing of God upon a preached 
Gospel, much good may ultimately be accomplished. Owing to the 
scattered condition of the population, and other circumstances of a pecul- 
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jar nature, it seems impracticable to have more than one service upon the 
Sabbath. That the day, however, may not pass without being fully oc- 
eupied, the Rector has commenced the organization of a Sunday school, 
to take the place of the morning service, in the Church, which he is 
encouraged to believe may yet ripen into an important means of useful- 
ness. Other measures will also be adopted, for the purpose of promoting 
the spiritual interests of the parish, according as the personal ability of 
the Rector, and his external resources, shall furnish an opportunity. 

In the absence of any other source of regular official information, 1 
would beg leave to append to the foregoing, the following report of par- 
ish duties, as late Rector of 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH. 


My predecessor in this parish, the Rev. J. P. Fenner, resigned his 
charge on the Ist of July last. The services of the Church, from this 
date until the 2d of September following, were conducted by lay readers, 
Messrs. Moore and Randolph, members of the General Theological Sem- 
inary. On ‘the 2d of September aforesaid, I entered upon my duties as 
Rector of the parish. From the accounts which I had received of diffi- 
culties existing among the people, it was natural for me to anticipate 
much embarrassment, in this, my entrance upon the discharge of ministe- 
rial duties. It was some time, also, after I had commenced my labors 
among them, before I was enabled to discover the rea! complexion of 
affairs. But I had the happiness of soon discovering, that it neither pre- 
sented that character, nor aggravated form, which my fears had led me 
to expect. Long before I abandoned my charge, I had the satisfaction of 
knowing, that whatever unpleasant circumstances might have transpired, 
they had by no means entailed an evil, either of an accumulative or a 
lasting nature. The harmony of the parish at present, is such, that had it 
not been for other considerations, of a peremptory kind, I could with 
pleasure have spent my days among them. A state of health, however, 
' which precluded me from doing justice to them, by the discharge of du- 
ties absolutely needed and desired by a willing people, compelled me to 
resign their interests into the care of abler and more efficient hands. The 
term of my engagement with the parish closed at Easter, when the Rev. 
Mr. Northam succeeded me in the pastoral charge, and is now occupied 
in the successful prosecution of his duties. 

The records of this Church, during the period of my ministry, present 
the following statement: Baptisms, 1 adult; deaths, 2; marriages, 2; 
confirmed, 4; communicants, 24; added, 1. 


SAMUEL PENNY, Jun. Recror. 
Jamestown, June 8, 1839. 


, Hath nl te 
ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


The Rector of this Church is permitted, through the divine goodness, 
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to report the state of his parish as baving been, in most respects, prosper- 
ous during the past year. From the facts subjoined, it will be seen that 
we have more than usual cause for thankfulness in regard to the interest 
manifested in the cause of Sunday schools and missions, as well as the 
increase of communicants and members of the parish, during that 
period. The stated services of the parish have been the same as in former 
years, except as interrupted for a short period, recently, by the ill health 
of the Minister. Notwithstanding this exception, the total amount of ser- 
vices has been rather exceeded, than fallen short of, the common average. 
During the winter, a third service on Sunday was for the most part sus- 
tained, which, together with the very profitable meeting of our clerical 
brethren in Convocation, and some additional services kindly afforded by 
two of them, exerted a salutary influence on the spiritual interests of the 
parish.- We have always had occasion to be truly thankfal to God for 
his gracious blessing upon the labors of our visiting brethren, assembled 
in Convocation. The meeting during the present year was exceedingly 
precious and very much blessed to the benefit of many persons, not only 
in our own, but among other denominations of Christians. Many, who 
never before took an interest in such Episcooa) services, were constrained 
to acknowledge that the Lord was with us. These services happily re- 
sulted in a revival and more prosperous state of religion. It is deeply to 
be regreited, however, that seasons Jike this should be so much restricted in 
their bappy influences, by false and prejudiced views that prevail in regard 
to what are termed “revivals of religion.”” We ought to be humbled before 
God for not profiting still more largely by such gracious opportunities. 
We would humbly take ihe shame to ourselves for all our want of improve- 
ment; but we cannot forbear to notice also how much our own natural 
tendency to shrink from the self-denying work a more holy life, to which 
such a season is felt to prompt us, by the indifference, and scepticism and 
opposition of the world around us. Fanaticism and artificial excitements 
are justly condemned by the voice of the Christian community; and none 
are more decided in exposing and guarding against such abuses of religion, 
than those who know how to estimate, from happy experience, the 
benefits of a genuine revival of religion. But, unhappily, there are 
persons in the Church as well as in the world, who condemn al! revivals 
as the extravagance of religious delusion ; and some of them, it is feared, 
without knowing what they say, or whereof they affirm. It is especially 
the case with persons in our own Church, who are fond of drawing in- 
vidious lines of distinction, and use party appellations, that revivals 
are made a characteristic of a class, are represented as totally inconsistent 
with the views and practice of all who are willing to be marked as the 
ultra or high-church class. But all who view things as they are, and are 
not tramelled by a sectarian spirit, are explicit in approving and desiring 
such divine influences as are really meant to be designated by a revival. . 
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It may not be amiss, and 1 hope it may be deemed not irrelevant here te 
state, that three of the Bishops of our Church, and those who desery- 
edly hold a distinguished rank of eminence in our Church, viz. the 
late Bishop of New-York,\and the former and present presiding 
Bishop, have published their sentiments to the world on this subject ; 
and they will be found, l apprehend, to agree in every substantial par- 
ticular, in approving those special religious seasons which result from 
the influence of the Holy Spirit, and in ripening to a harvest the labors 
of the spiritual husbandman. | 

The only apparent difference of these views results from the larger 
observation and more practical experience of Bishop Griswold. In 
regard to this momentous subject, it may be wel! for Episcopalians to 
notice the solemn admonition of one of these Bishops, in the following 
words :—“ That the same thing should be by some Christians extolled as 
the glorious work of God, and by others be denounced as the artifice of 
Satan, is a fact of azful consideration, and should, we might reasonably 
conceive, cause those who are truly pious, to pause and reflect. It would 
be well for some if they were less forward to judge and decide ; and it 
should remind us how fallible is human judgment respecting the ways 
of God.”” We may add, that if all others were as willing to aid their 
brethren in every really good work, as the many seem to be to judge and 
oppose them, the Church would be soon blessed of God, and honored by 
the respect of the world. Happily for the Church in Rhode-Island, this 
is, for the most part, her own happy condition, and the divine blessing 
has rested upon ail who have proved themselves faithful laborers in the 
Lord’s yineyard, by whatever party appellation they may have been 
called. 

The last report of communicants in this parish was 128. There have 
been since added 31, and removed 9, making the present number 150. 
The Sunday school has been increased by additions to the number of the 
two departments heretofore existing, and has also been extended by a 
new branch of the infant department. To accommodate some of the 
younger children in the lower part of the town, the superintendent of this. 
schoo] commenced a new one on Sunday last, having about 10 members 
of the former school, and more than 40 ethers who have never before 
attended any Sunday school. The present number of scholars is 276 ; 
teachers, 26; library, 50 vols.; 2 teachers and 1 scholar pious; mission- 
ary contributions, $12. 

There has been a pleasing addition to our missionary labors, by the 
formation of a sewing circle consisting of about 20 of the older Sunday 


school girls, which is superinteneed by several teachers. 
: Art: “4 pak ; : 
The missionary contributions of the parish have been increased, both 


in the domestic and foreign department. 
Marriages, 3; baptisms, 17—4—21; confirmations, 14; burials, 7. 
We have been favored with two visits from our Bishop, who adminis- 
ered and confirmed on each visit. 


JOHN WEST, Recror. 
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TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


From the autumn of the year 1810, when, by unanimous request, the 
present Rector assumed the pastoral charge of this parish, until the spring 
of 1833, a period of more than twenty-two years, he had the satisfaction 
of seeing it prosperous and flourishing. Not a single family who had 
once attached themselves to the church, is remembered ever to have 
wholly left it; while it frequently received large and respectable access- 
ions from other denominations of Christians. And in all the intermar- 
riages that took place, with but two exceptions, both parties invariably 
attended Church. During that time, the Church was thoroughly repaired, 
as were also the Parsonage house, and the Sunday school-house. And 
he wasthe humble means of establishing a ** Permanent Fund” of more 
than two thousand dollars, ‘‘ for the better support of Trinity Church.” 

Early in the year 1833, when the congregation was much increased in 
numbers, a second Episcopal Church was established in Newport. 

The loss of many valuable members from the congregation, served 
to depress the energies of the people; though the pews formerly occu- 
pied by those who have since left, have been mostly taken ; some fami- 
lies have returned; and the congregation, though less numerous and 
wealthy than it once was, is still comparatively large. The number 
of communicants is more than a third larger than when he took charge 
of the Church. 

Serious pecuniary difficulties, have also been experienced by the Cor- 
poration, in consequence of not receiving the usual bank dividends, for 
a number of years; by which a debt has been contracted, which, it is 
thought, will require the sale of most of their real estate to liquidate. 

During the year past, the congregation has not materially varied in 
numbers, While some families have been added, others have recently 
removed from the town; to be followed, it is feared, by the removal 
of several families more belonging to the same Church—the centinual 
recurrence of which circumstance has, for many years, greatly retarded 
the growth and prosperity of the Church in Newport. 

The records of Trinity Church show—baptisms, 22 ; adults, 2—chil- 
dren, 20; marriages, 2; funerals, 14, persons confirmed, 7; commu- 
nicants, added, 8; died, 3; removed, 3; present number, 130. 

The Sunday school, including an adult class, consists of 164 schol- 
ars, instructed by 17 teachers. The library belonging to the school, 
with some additions that hawe lately been made to it, contains at pres- 
ent about 600 volumes. 


\ 


S. WHEATON, Rector. 
Newport, June 10, 1839. 
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ST. MICHAEL’S CHURCH, BRISTOL. 


Without any present appearance of especial awakening, the religioug 
feelings of the parish, and their regular attendance upon the means and 
ordinances of grace, are encouraging. In the preceding year, 7 infants and 
1 adult have been baptized; 3 marriages, and 7 burrials have occurred ; 
7 persons have been confirmed ; 10 communicants have been added, and 
6 have died; the whole number is 286. The religious services of the 
parish, are, on the Lord’s day, prayers and preaching twice in the Church, 
a prayer meeting morning and evening, in the lecture room. Monday 
evenings are occupied in monthly concerts of prayer for missions, Sun- 
day schools, seamen, and other objects of Christian benevolence. On 
Thursday and Saturday evenings, are held meetings for prayer and relig- 
ious conference, in the lecture room. On Wednesday evening, the female 
missionary society meets, and on Friday evening,theSunday school teachers 
meet for prayer and mutual instruction. Pastoral visits are made as the 
broken and breaking health of the Rector permits. 'The parish has this 
year, poured $472 into the treasury of the Rhode-Island Clerical Convo- 
cation, Our Education Society sustains a beneficiary at Washington 
College, Hartford; and the parish of St. Michael has during the past year, 
contributed $1847 for religious objects. ur Maternal Association still 
continues to bless the mothers and children of our society. The report 
of the superintendent of the Sunday school has been forwarded to the 
Rev. George Taft, at his request. 

JOHN BRISTED, Recror. 

Bristol, June 10, 1839. 
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ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


Since the last annual Convention, the Rector has baptized 15; six of 
them adults; married, 13; received to the communion, 12; buried, 10; 
communicants in the parish, about the same as last year. Sunday Schoo} 
children, 230; books in the library, 450. The congregation have con- 
tributed for religious and charitable purposes, $2,339. 


N. B. CROCKER, Rector. 
Providence, June 11, 1839. 
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GRACE CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


During the past year, 37 persons have been added to our communion ; 
21 have been confirmed ; 13 adults and 9 infants have been baptized. 
There have been 10 marriages and 10 burials ; only one of our communi- 
cants has died, and 17 have removed; the number remaining is 256. The 
Sunday school consists of 210 pupils and 37 teachers, The library con- 
tains 563 yolumes. 
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About $1500 have been contributed to different objects of benevolence, 
showing an advance of $300 beyond the contributions ofthe year preced- 
ing. Thirty three dollars of this sum have been given by the pupils of the 
Sunday school. Several instances of conversion have occurred in the school, 
of both teachers and scholars. he schoo) for colored adults,which has been 
hitherto reported, has been recently discontinued. The school in John- 
ston, of which a!so mention was formerly made, is in a flourishing condi- 
tion, as you Hyave already heard from the report of your committee on 
Sunday schools. 

The school in the southern part of this city has proved to be the fruit- 
ful germ of athrifty parish, which has already engaged a Rector, and 
been admitted into union with this Convention, under the title of St. 
Stephen’s Church. 

As this parish is composed mainly of a colony from Grace Church, the 
number of our communicants will be of course reduced, though to what 
extent, I cannot say, until the Minister of the new Church has made a 
record of their number and their names. 

The plan of “ weekly offerings,’ which 1 mentioned in my last report, 
as begun, has been steadily prosecuted, and with growing success. If 
this be a criterion of our missionary spirit, then that spirit is either more 
fervent or more widely spread. We certainly have reason to thank 
God that in some delightful instances the interast for the missionary 
cause has penetrated the hearts of our people very deeply. We have 
greater reason to deplore that these instances are so few. The larger 
part of our benefactions, and nearly all the pious labors of this parish, 
have proceeded from the female communicants, of whom there is a 
well-tried band, and these by no means the most affluent in re- 
sources, who are instant in every good word and work. From 
their energy and their spirit of self-sacrifice they are not only the lead- 
ers but the body of reserve in every holy and charitable undertaking. 
This commendation is not beyond their desert, for it is their least praise 
that they will do all they can. 

By the male communicants the subject of lay influence seems not to 
be so well understood, or else the duty is not so truly appreciated. For 
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this, it has given me much difficulty and anxiety to find a satisfuctory 


" reason. 
On the whole, it may be said, that our Church is prosperous, and we 
owe Heaven a large debt for the grace that has made us so. 
ALEXANDER H. VINTON, Rector. 


ST. STEPHEN'S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


At the request of the Wardens, f report this Church to the Convention. 


This Church is the fiuit of the devoted labors of Sunday school teachers. 
It is nearly two years since the school was first organized; now the num- 


~ 


ee 


~ 


25 


ber of communicants is between 15 and 20. Public worship has been 
regularly conducted by a Jay reader, on every Sunday morning since the 
school has been organized. A chapel is now provided, in which divine 
service has been held by various clergymen on Sunday evenings, before 
crowded congregations. ) 

The prospects of the Church are encouraging, and measures have been 
instituted to build asuitable Church. The Sunday school is an object of 
peculiar interest to the communicants of this Church. It has been the 
instrument of much spiritual good, both to themselves and the neighbor- 
ing community, and will be noticed in the report of the committee. Sub- 
mitted in behalf of the Church, by 

' FRANCIS VINTCN, Rector Exect, 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-PROVIDENCE. 


Communicants, 143; baptisms, 30; confirmed, 18; marriages, 11; 
burials, 6; Sunday school teachers, 25; scholars, 130; Bible classes, 4 ; 
volumes in the library, 400. 

Upon the whole, the temporal and spiritual affairs of this Church were 


' never more flourishing than they have been during the past Conventional 


year. In addition to what has been done for the Education Society, the 
Convocation, and other benevolent objects, a plan has been devised and 
is now in successful operation, to render permanent aid to the Boards of 
Foreign and Domestic Missions. ‘The ladies of the parish have, with 
great liberality, presented their Rector a spacious lot of land, with a com- 
modious dwelling-house situate thereon. This fact is recorded, in the 
hope that it may provoke other parishes to do lékewise. 


GEORGE TAFT, Recror. 
Norti-Providence, June 10, 1839. 


CHRIST CHURCH, LONSDALE. 


The prosperity of this parish has been greatly impeded by two evils, un- 
der which it has more or less labored, since the first year of its organiza- 
tion; one, the frequent change of its Pastors—the other, the fluctuating 
character of its population. The former, wherever it exists, by keeping 
up a continued excitement, and, creating, as it too often does, a party spir- 
it, encompasses the parish with an unhealthy atmosphere, which deeply 
corrodes its spiritual energies; the latter gives to its fiscal and numerical 
strength a perplexing instability, which is well calculated to try all the 
faith and patience which its Rector possesses. By the operation of this 
cause, the number of the communicants belonging to this Church has of 
‘ate been greatly diminished. 

In temporal things, the parish is doing even more perhaps than its lim- 
ited resources would authorize. Hoping 10 be able to sustain itself, it ha® 
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asked, neither the past year nor the present, for aid from the Convocation. 
The fewness of its numbers, however, makes the maintaining of this spir- 
it of independence a very heavy load. The assistance hitherto afforded 
jt by the Lonsdale Company has been prompt and liberal, nor, in propor- 
tion to their means, have the people been behind them. There is no par- 
ish in the State where such aid could be better or more deservedly applied, 
if it should ever be solicited. Last year, its current expenses were $1100, 
and its expenses for the present year will be nearly $800. Since the last 
Convention, the ladies have raised for benevolent purposes, $60. The 
spiritual condition of this parish at present is low; to tell this is humiliat- 
ing, but it is the object of these reports to furnish an annual exhibition 
of the state of the Church just as it is. We cannot therefore flatter in 


order to please, though, in telling the truth, we would not discourage. 


Some are doubtless with full purpose of heart, cleaving to the Lord; 
but, as a whole, this Church must have a deeper conviction of the need 
of that baptism from on high, which shall imbue it with a spirit of more 
earnest prayer and unite its members more closely in the bonds of Christ- 
jan affection. 

As it regards our religious services, we have not those facilities which 
many so richly enjoy. It is always difficult to assemble a congregation, 
on any cther day but the Sabbath, from the hard working community 
Of'a factory village ; on that day, the services are three ; these are com- 
paratively well attended, and with apparent attention to the word. Until 
lately, a bible class has met on Saturday evening, but, for a short interval 
it has been suspended. A female prayer meeting is also in operation. On 
account of the difficulty of obtaining malé teachers, the male depart- 


ment of our Sunday school issmall. The average attendance of scholars, 


60 ; teachers, 8; vols. in library, 270. Since my pastoral charge of the par- 


ish in December last, there have been 6 funerals, and 2 marriages; num- 
ber of communicants, 42. 


LOUIS JANSEN, Minister. 


We ee 


ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


Added to the communion, 3; died,1; removed, 4; present number of 
communicants, 112. 


Baptisms, 7 infants; marriages, 3; burials, 10. 

Sunday school teachers, 22; scholars, 130; library rising 300 volumes. 

Weekly offerings for the last year, $262,00; other contributions to ob- 
jects of Christian benevolence, about $500. 

Provision was made at a late Easter meeting for the establishment and 
support of a parish: library. 


One of our communicants, a graduate of the General Theological Sem- 
inary, was ordained in July last, and is now successfully laboring in an 


ee 
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important parish, and two others are now in college, in a course of prep+ 
aration for the same holy office. 

Our ladies’ society, and the juvenile sewing society are both oniatd 
with a laudable zeal in their benevolent labors. 

Though there have been fewer accessions during the last, than any 
former year, we trust it has not been a less profitable year. Our ser- 
vices are well attended, and our Church, harmonious, happy and flour- 
ishing. Our people come behind no other in kindness to their unwor- 
thy Rector and his family, and there is an increasing and praiseworthy 
liberality towards the various objects of Christian charity. 

GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Rrevor. 
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APPENDIX D. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION. 


The undersigned, members of the Board of Education, respectfully pre= 
sent the following as their annual report :— 

Amount received into the treasury of the Board, agreeably to the report 

ofthe Treasurer, herewith transmitted, is $325 ae ; and the amount paid 
out $302 14, besides three idiotafuntie which have been paid directly to 
the beneficiaries, without passing through the hands of the ‘Treasurer, and 
therefore are not included inthe above. Mr. George M. Randall, for four 
years a beneficiary of the Grace Church scholarship, was ordained in July 
last, and is now successfully engaged in an important field of labor. 

' There are at present seven beneficiaries of the Board; two scholarships 
are vacant. Thomas Fales, A.B. is the beneficiary of St. John’s Church 
scholarship, and is pursuing his studies at the General Theological Sem- 
inary, New York. Edward Brown is the beneficiary of St. Michael’s schol- 
arship, and is a member of Washington College, Hartford. James Malcha- 
key is the beneficiary of Zion Church scholarship, and is also at Washing- 
ton College. Sanford Horton is a beneficiary of one of the Grace Church 
scholarships; and Baylies P. Talbot, Charles R. Fisher, and George Slat- 
tery, the two formerjat Washington College, and the latter at the Acad- 
emy in Westerly, are the general beneficiaries of the Board. 

The Board would commend to the notice and imitation of the Conven- 
tion, and other Churches, the noble example of the congregation of Grace 
Church, Providence, who with a most commendable liberality, have found- 
ed three scholarships. Would all our Churches but manifest the same 
spirit, we should continually have a class of pious young men in training 
for the ministry, abundantly sufficient to supply the great and increasing 
necessities of the Church. 

The present liabilities of the Board are, due to Baylies P. Talbot, $37 50 
and to George Slattery, $37 50, to meet which there is a balance in the 
treasury of $23 41; due from Christ Church Westerly, $12 50, and from 
St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, $5, leaving a deficiency to meet the present 
liabilities of the Board, of $34 09. This deficiency was occasioned by a 
misunderstanding of the Board, respecting a supposed pledge by a gentle- 
man of an amount more than sufficient to cover the said deficiency, and 
which the gentleman says was not designed to have been made by him. 

As the young gentlemen to whom this money is due, are in pressing 
need of the sum, the Board would recommend, that a contribution be ta- - 
ken up, among the members of the Convention, in order to the payment 
ofthe same. 


N. B. CROCKER, ! 
GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, titled , 
WM. G. GODDARD, - rene 


June T2, 1839. 


29 
Dr. Grorge W. Harnaway, Treasurer, in account with 


the Board of Education. Cr: 


1838. $ C. 1) 1838. % C. 
July 3. To paying James Mal- June 12. By bal. of old acct. 12 05 
chakey, 37 50 “¢ 6 ~6By_ cash ree’d of 

Sept.20. Todo. C. R. Fisher, 75 - Rey. F. Peck, jig 
Dec. 10. To do. G. Slattery, 37 50 || July 3. By do. of J.H. Gilbert o7 St) 
*¢ 31. To do. J.Malchakey, 37 50 || Aug. 15. By do. of Rev. H. 


1839. Waterman, 5 
Jan.2. Todo. B.P. Talbot, 37 50 || Sept. 20. By do.of Rev. J. W. 
April 1. Todo. C. R. Fisher, 37 50 Cooke, . 37 50 


June 10. To do. J.Malchakey, 37 50|| “  Bydo. W. G.Goddard ,10 
To do. for postage, 2 14|| Dec. 6. By do. Rev. H. Wa- 
To balance in Treas- terman, 5 

ury, 23 41 Mt '7.:, BY GOs Grace Church, 

Providence, 50 

“ 8. By do. late Rev. E. 
“Munroe, 

*¢ 10. By do. Christ Church, 
Westerly, "12 50 

*¢ 12. By do. St. Paul’s Ch. 
Pawtucket, 25 

“© 31. By do. St. Mark’s 
Church, Warren, 25 


1839. 
March 7. By do. Rev. H. Wa- 
terman, 5 
. ; “ & By do. Zion Church, 
(scholarship) 75 
June 11. By do. Christ Church, 
Lonsdale, 10 


$325 55 $325 55 


Besides the above, the scholarship of St. John’s Church, and Grace 
Church, Providence, and of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, have been 
paid directly to their respective beneficiaries, without passing through the 
hands of the Treasurer, and therefore are not included in the above ac- 
count. GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Treasurer. 


The following pledges were made to the Board of Education, for the 
next Conventional year, to be paid semi-annually, viz. 


St. John’s Ch. Prov. 2 scholarships| Paul’s * Pawtucket, $25 
Grace ns 3 do. James’s  ‘* Woonsocket, $15 
Michael’s ‘¢ a 1 do. Christ “ Westerly, $20 
Mark’s “ War. 1 do. me G. Goddard, $15 


Zion “* Newp. 1 do. 


APPENDIX E. 


REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE. 


The committee of Finance report, that the sum required to meet the 
current expenses of the Convention for the year, in printing the Journal, 
&c. will be about eighty dollars, which amount they recommend should be 
assessed among the several Churches, as follows:— 


a 4 
©. 


St. John’s, Providence, : : ‘ t 
Grace Church, do. - . “ ‘ 4 
St. Stephen’s, do. - - s 
Trinity, Newport, . - . é : 
Zion, g0,; ‘ o $ 

St. Paul’s, Pawtucket, - : F : 
St. Michael’s, Bristol, - | 4 3 4 
St. Mark’s, Warren, - - : ; i 
Christ Church, Lonsdale, - : - 
St. James's, Woonsocket,  - - : > 


Christ Church, Westerly, - - - Lr 
St. Paul’s, Portsmouth, - . - - 
Emmanuel, Manville,’ . - . - 
St. Luke’s, East-Greenwich, - - - : 
St. Paul’s, Wickford, . - . : - 


St. Paul’s, Tower Hill, - F 2 " 
St. Peter's, Kingston, . - - is 
Ascension, Wakefield, - : - - 


WH WN wWOonwe FF BPAANNNGOS 
‘ 


The committee recommend the following resolution :— _ 

Resolved, 'That the delegates from the several Churches now pay the 
_ Yreasurer their several assessments. 
GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, 
Ss. T. NORTHAM, 
ALEXANDER JONES. 
Providence, June 11, 1839 . 
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APPENDIX F. 


REPORT ON MISSIONS. 


The committee on “ Domestic Missionary Operations within the State,” 
respectfully present the following report :— | 

In discharging the duty committed to them, they would solicit the in- 
dulgence of this Convention in regard to the length to which their remarks 
may be extended, and the freedom with which their sentiments are 
expressed, as well as any imperfection or inaccuracy in their statements. 
The importance justly attached to the missionary cause, and the peculiar 
crisis which at present marks its history, must furnish their apology 
for a somewhat prolonged discussion, while to the haste with which 
their report was necessarily drawn up, amidst the press of Conventional 
business, must be imputed its imperfect exhibition of the subject. Still 
their sincere intention is to invest their report with that character of 
truth, intelligence and Christian kindness, which this body may reason- 
bly expect at their hands. 

In the last report made on this subject, by a committee of the Conven- 
tion, it was stated that “‘ the latitude allowed by the language of the reso- 
lution appointing them to the duty, would authorize a wide survey of the 
subject.” Accordingly, there was very happily embodied in their report, 
areview of missionary operations within the State for more than a cen- 
tury. In the following remarks, your committee would revert briefly to 
the facts presented in the former report, continue the history down through 
the two years which have since elapsed, add some considerations on the 
general subject of missionary operations, and conclude with a recommend. 
‘ation to this Convention, on the subject of the farther prosecution of this 
cause. 

In the former report, the origin and establishment of the Church 1m this 
State are traced to a voluntary association of the friends of missions, in 
England. The venerable ‘“ Society for the propagation of the gospel in 
foreign parts,” originated with two distinguished laymen, whose labors, 
prayers and contributions, led to the organization of this excellent So- 
ciety. During the first twenty years of the missionary efforts of this 
Society to establish the Gospel among us, four parishes were formed, 
viz. in Newport, Narragansett, Bristol, and Providence, successively. 
In Newport, however, a parish had been previously organized, and a 
Church already built, and it was an application on their part to this. 
Society, which brought the first missionary here. 

About one hundred years then passed, within which not a single par- 
ish was added to the number. Subsequently to the year 1815, a Church 
was gathered in Pawtucket by the instrumentality of two distinguished 
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laymen. ‘Three years subsequently, a new Church was built by the 
exertions of Rev. Mr. Burge, of Wickford, at Tower Hill. At this period, 
a State Missionary Society was formed, under very favorable auspices, 
having a resident Bishop in the State, whose pious love for the Church, 
and zeal for missions, are beyond question. The next nine years passed, 
however, without the addition of a single parish; and the report states, 
that during the entire existence of this Missionary Society, ‘it would be 
difficult to trace the faintest shadow of benefit resulting to any people, 
place, or person, from the Rhode-Island State Missionary Society.’? Sub- 
sequently to the establishment of the Church in Pawtucket, a new parish 
was successfully formed at Warren, under the patronage of the Bishop, 
and the agency of his then assistant, the present Rector of St. Michael’s, 
The next Church added, by the exertions ofa few laymen,was that of Grace 
Church, Providence, in 1828. 

The report goes on to state, that there succeeded to this slow progress 
of the Church a new order of things. This was the era of the Rhode- 
Island Clerical Convocation, which was begun by a voluntary association 
of clergymen, with the approbation of the Bishop, Under‘this organ- 
ization, the Clergy became personally responsible for a‘pledged sum in 
support of the domestic missionary cause, which sum has been usually 
furnished them by voluntary associations within their respective parishes. 
The history of the progress of the Church for the next jive years, shews 
an increase of ten new parishes, besides three others within or near the 
State, which were éither nearly organized, or raised from a depressed and 
languishing state, to one of comparative prosperity and permanency. 
Accompanying this outward prosperity, there was the infinitely greater 
divine blessing of the conversion, (in the judgment of charity,) of nearly 
one thousand souls, 

The peculiar arrangements of this missionary body are the following, 
viz. the pledges of the Stary. the parish associations to raise moneys for 
known and specific missions, the frequent meetings of the Clergy in.coun- 
sel, their performing in an assembled body the duties usually committed 
to single agents, the common bond which is thus formed throughout the 
State among the Clergy and laity, the constant diffusion of information 
respecting the missionary stations, and, above all, the close connexion 
which is thus kept alive between the missionary LS i and the spirit of ~ 
piety,, by means of the devotional exercises of the Convocation. During 
the above period, the income of this Society was gradually increased to 
an average of about $2000 per annum. ‘This sum is raised in such a man- 
ner as to inspire confidence in contracting with Missionaries tésupply 
new stations, and to anticipate the operations of the ensuing year without 
a reasonable fear of disappointment ; and at the same time the contribu- 
tions are entirely voluntary, and relieve the Society from the unpleasant 
task of appealing for assistance to those members of our Church who. are 
either indifferent or opposed to missions. 
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Such are the features of a system of missionary operations which has 
been growing up to maturity in one continual course of success, and with 
the warm attachment and respect of the great mass of the people of Rhode- 
Island. The cause of missions, under the conduct of the Convocation, has 
continued to advance during the last two years. ‘Two new Churches have 
been organized, one in Wakefield, and the other in Providence, while 
the sums contributed have, amidst some discouragements, exceeded those 
of any former year. The number of parishes is, at present, nineteen, fif- 
teen of which are supplied with ministers ; and the remaining four, viz. 
Manville, Kingston, and the united parishes of Tower Hill and Wake- 
field, are vacant. 

Notwithstanding the prosperity and harmony which have happily mark- 
ed the history of this Society, some differences of opinion have always 
existed respecting minor details, and forms of proceeding ; but we have a 
sure pledge, that if the members differ, it shall be without discord, and 
that mutual concessions shall be made to secure the general harmony, 
whenever it can be done without a surrender of principle. 

We now approach an interesting and delicate branch of our re- 
port. The difference of opinion here alluded to, opens the whole range 
of the missionary subject, and especially the subject of the comparative 
efficiency of associations that are of a voluntary character, and those 
which sustain an official connexion with the ecclesiastical authority. 
Your committee, however, do not deem it necessary to discuss this ab- 
stract question, inasmuch as the form of an association, strictly voluntary, 
has not yet been resorted to, neither is likely to be, in the {missionary 
operations of this State. The only question to be agitated relates to the 
comparative efficiency of a missionary society organized like the present 
Convocation, having the approbation of the Bishop, and the virtual con- 
currence of the Clergy and laity, in their individual capacities, and the 
same forms of organization, having an official connexion with the Conven- 
tion, as well as with the Bishop. Here, it will be perceived, the ques- 
tion is reduced within a narrow limit, and appears to your committee to 
be, by no means, one of vital importance. Let us proceed, however, to 
take a view of the comparative efficiency of the two methods of proceed- 
ing. 

And here your committee would remark, that had the judgment of the 
Church been expressed, and its experience on the subject been found to 
be in favor of either of the two modes of action, exclusively, there would 
be no room for difference of opinion. . But, as your committee apprehend, 
itis notso. In support of this remark, it will not, we hope, be deemed 
obtrusive to present certain facts in the history of the Church, which have 
occurred to their recollection, and which have a bearing on both sides of 
the subject. 

On the one hand, the Church in the apostolic age was the official almo- 
ner of the temporal benefactions of her members, and had the Church in 
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subsequent ages been imbued with the aposiolie spirit, the same practice 
would have generally prevailed. But, in the absence of such a pervading 
spirit of piety, the contrary practice lias, for the most part, obtained. 
Happily, however, there has Leen one eminent example of something 
like the primitive spirit of the Chureh; in that of the ¢ Moravians,”’ or 
* United Brethren ;’’ whose zealous and self-sacrificing labors in the cause 
of missions, have been crowned with almost apostolic success. .'The ex- 
ample of our own Church in General Convention is another instance of 
ecclesiastical legislation on the subject of missions. This experiment, 
however, is considered by your committee as one of too recent and 
untried a character to carry with it any thing more than the force of a 
theoretical example. 

Another instance of ecclesiastical legislation on this subject, is that of 
the Convention of New-York. The efficiency of this association, however, 
furnishes little encouragement as a precedent, having never, it is believed» 
until quite recently, with its numerous Clergy, and wealthy Churches, 
surpassed the contributions of half a dozen Churches in Rhode-Island ; 
while the experiment of a State society in our own diocese, was an in- 
stance of total failure. | 

In the Church of England, on the other hand, every association for ihe 
promotion of the cause of missions, partakes of the voluntary character. 
The only forms in which the Church of England can ecclesiastically leg- 
islate, are in Parliament and in Convocation. The former is the official 
assembly of the Clergy and laity of the Church of England, and the latter 
that of the Clergy alone. But in neither of these ecclesiastical modes has 
that Church ever attempted to levislate on missions. On the contrary, 
the Clergy and laity, as individuals, have been permitted to associate for 
this purpose, according io their private judgmenis. Examples of this may 
be seen in the Society for the promotion of the Gospel in foreign parts; 
and several others of a similar character. Of these, one is the “Church 
Missicnaty fociety,” and others,more recent in date, are the * Pastoral-. 
aid,” and ihe “ Church Pastoral-aid” Societies. The history of these- 
last is insiructive, on this part of our subject. The “ Pastoral-aid Society” 
was instituted afew years since, for the purpose of supplying the great 
want of gospel ministrations in the Church, and checking the rapid in» 
roads of Popery and Dissent upon the Episcopal population; and its exer- 
tions have been crowned with eminent success. It is organized under 


ihe Presidency of a layman, and with the common patronage of individual 


Bishops and other Clergy and laymen. ‘This Society was deemed by 
some members of the Church of England as‘too exclusively voluntary in 
lis form of organization, and hence arose the other, the “ Church Pastoral- 
aid Society,’’ with the express view of taking the place of the former and 
doing its work of love in a more regular manner. But the latter Society» 
afier all, with the Bishops and Archbishops as its officers, ex officio, and 
"hus clothed with the whole Episcopal authority of the Chureh, was found 
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,9 possess no higher pretensions than that of a voluntary society; and in 
point of fact, while both societies continue in simultaneous operation, the 
former is the more efficient, and the more liberally patronized of the two. 

But the patience of this body may be exhausted by a more extensive 
examination of precedents on this subject, and the circumstances do not 
call upon the committee to present it in an argumentative point of view. 
These facts are thrown out chiefly to assist others in forming conclusions 
upon the subject at large, as well as to shew that there are reasons and 
precedents of a weighty character in favor of each of these forms of 
missionary action. 

Thus there appears to be two modes, as has been recently remarked 
by one of our Bishops, in which the Church may act upon this and 
other enterprises of a benevolent character—the direct and the indirect. 
In the one, the Church acts by her Bishops and other Clergy, and lai- 
ty assembled in Convention. In the other, she gives her countenance 
and mutual sanction to voluntary and not organized societies. 

To these, may be, however, added a third mode, viz. that of associ- 
ations of a mixed nature, which have the express authority of the 
Bishop, and the implied sanction of the Convention. The latter case 
is that of the Missionary Society of Rhode-Island, and the only differ- - 
ence of opinion that exists here, relates to the comparative propriety 
and expediency’ of associating under the sanction of the Bishop alone, 
and associating under the combined authority of the Bishop and Con- 
vention. As before remarked, your committee do not consider this as 
a question of very high moment, and they are happy to announce that 
the Clergy of the Convocation have cheerfully agreed to harmonize their 
action, by adopting the latter of the two forms of voluntary association. 
Your committee have conferred with a committee appointed on the part of 
the Convocation, by whom they are authorized to make this statement; 
and to give their approbation to an official connexion between the Con- 
vention and the missionary work, as at present conducted by the Convo- 
cation. Hence your committee propose the following scheme for the 
consideration of this body, viz. That this Convention do appoint the Clergy 
of this State a Board for the purpose of conducting our domestic missions, 
still maintaining, however, as a condition of membership of this Board, 
the same conditions required for membership of the Rhode-Island Clerical 
Convocation. ‘This plan, it is understood by your committee, is generally 
aceeptable to the Clergy, and will prove, we doubt not, equally so to the 
Church throughout the State. 

Your committee, therefore, propose to the Convention the adoption of 
the following Canon: Be it enacted by this Convention, that a Board for 
conducting missions within the State, be appointed, tu consist of such of 
the Clergy as shall pledge themselves to pay into the Treasury of this 
Board a sum equal to one tenth of their respective salaries, and that they 
report annually to the Convention their proceedings, together with an 
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account of their receipts and expenditures. ‘The Bishop of the diocese 
shall be, ex officio, the President of the Board, and no appointment of 
missionaries shall be made by the Board, without his approbation. The 
Treasurer of this Board shall be a layman of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this State. 
Signed, JOHN WEST, 
ALEXANDER H. VINTON. 
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-ErRArom. —The Parochial Report from the Rector of St. James’s 
shurch, Woonsocket, having been inadvertently omitted in its proper 
pl ace, is here subjoined. e 


ST. JAMES’S CHURCH, WOONSOCKET. 


: To this parish, the past year has been one of gratifying prosperity. For 
i: aa months, indeed, the Rector was compelled by ill health, to sus- 
yend his parochial labors ; but was enabled, by God’s blessing, to resume 
them in the autumn ; a mercy of which he cannot resist making this pub- 
ic and grateful mention. In his absence, the services of the desk and 
pulpit were very acceptably supplied by the Rev. Henry M. Davis. Since 
the last report, our congregation has largely increased, so that the Church 
‘is now well filled. But that which chiefly awakens our gratitude, and on 
which we build our hopes of becoming a fruitful and spreading vine, is 
the degree of spiritual favor which we have-been permitted to witness 
pend enjoy. Never since the organization of the parish, has there been a 
_ wider and more solemn attention to the subject of the great salvation, 
than during the past conventional year. The ‘demonstration of the 
' Spirit” has been recognized in our midst, not only in the disturbed slum- 
_ bers of the careless, but in the warmer breathings of the Christian after 
r rowth and usefulness. At the last visitation of the Bishop, on the 29th 

of November last, ‘‘ the laying on of hands” was administered to sizteen 


A 
* 7,3 


persons ; and for the ensuing admininistration of that rite, which is ex- 
_ pected to take place soon, there will probably be some twenty-five persons. 
On the Ist of January last, the plan of systematic charity was introduc- 
_ed in the congregation ; and that plan, it is believed, has been faithfully 
prosecuted on the part of several families and individuals. Its operation 
has, thus far, been simple, easy and efficient. Its effect has been to double 
our contributions for missionary and other benevolent purposes. 
The Sunday school numbers about 120 scholars and 18 teachers, The 
average attendance of pupils is from 85 to 95. We have reason to hope 
that several of the teachers and scholars have sought and found, during 
the past year, reconciliation with God. The practice of monthly contri- 
butions, for the spread of the gospel, has been continued among them. 
The amount of their first year’s offerings was upwards of sixteen dollars. 
There are 300 volumes in the library. The efiorts of the ladies’ sewing 
circle also deserve an honorable record. They have persevered in. their 
“ assembling together’ every fortnight; and their last year’s labors pro- 
duced the sum of seventy-five dollars, an amount smaller than that 
raised the preceding year: may their diligence for, the current year 
more than redeem the deficiency. | 

In conclusion, a retrospect of the progress and mercies of another year 
inspires the acknowledgment, ‘‘ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 

The parish record gives the following statistics : Baptisms—infants, 13, 
adults, 15—total, 28 ; marriages, 9; funerals, 8; confirmed, 16; commu- 
nicants added, 34; present number, 60. ¢ 

H. WATERMAN, Recror. 
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Erratum.—The Parochial Report from the Rector of St. James's 
Church, Woonsocket, having been inadvertently omitted in its proper 
place, is here subjoined. 


ST. JAMES’S CHURCH, WOONSOCKET. 


To this parish, the past year has been one of gratifying prosperity. For 
several months, indeed, the Rector was compelled by ill-health, to sus- 
pend his parochial labors ; but was enabled, by God’s blessing, to resume 
them in the autumn; a mercy of which he cannot resist making this pub- 
lic and grateful mention. In his absence, the services of the desk and 
pulpit were very acceptably supplied by the Rev. Henry M. Davis. Since 
the last report, our congregation has largely increased, so that the Church 
is now well filled. But that which chiefly awakens our gratitude, and on 
which we build our hopes of becoming a fruitful and spreading vine, is the 
‘degree of spiritual favor which we have been permitted to witness and en- 
joy. Never since the organization of the parish has there been a wider 
-and more solemn attention to the subject of the great salvation, than dur- 
ing the past conventional year. The “demonstration of the Spirit” has- 
been recognized in our midst, not only in the disturbed slumbers of the 
careless, but in the warmer breathings of the Christian after growth and 
usefulness. At the last visitation of the Bishop, on the 29th of November 
‘ast, “the laying on of hands” was administered to sixteen persons; and 
for the ensuing administration of that rite, which is expected to take place 
‘soon, there will probably be some twenty-five persons. 
_ On the Ist of January last, the plan of systematic charity was introduced 
in the congregation ; and that plan, it 1s believed, has been faithfully pro- 
secuted on the part of several families and individuals. Its operation has, 
thus far, been simple, easy and efficient. Its effect has been to double our 
contributions for missionary and other benevolent purposes. 

The Sunday school numbers about 120 scholars and 18 teachers. The 
average attendance of pupils is from 85 to95. We have reason to hope 
that several of the teachers and scholars have sought and found, during 
the past year, reconciliation with God. The practice of monthly contri- 
butions for the spread of the gospel, has been continued among them. 
The amount of their first year’s offerings was upwards of sizteen dollars. 
There are 300 volumes in the library. The efforts of the ladies’ sewing 
circle also deserve an honorable record. They have persevered in their 

| “ assembling together” every fortnight; and their last year’s labors pro- 
duced the sum of seventy-five dollars, an amount smaller than that raised 
the preceding year: may their diligence for the current year more than 
redeem the deficiency. 

In conclusion, a retrospect of the progress and mercies of another year 
inspires the acknowledgment: ‘ Hitherto hath the Lord helped us.” 

The parish record gives the following statistics :—Baptisms, infants, 13, 
adults, 15—total, 28 ; marriages, 9; funerals, 8; confirmed, 16; commu- 
nicants added, 34; present number, 60. 

| H. WATERMAN, Rector. 
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LIST OF THE CLERGY 
OF THE 


Protestant Lpiscopal Church of Whove Xslany. 


Rey. Joun Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 

Rey. Lemvet Burcs, residing at Wickford. 

Rev. Natuan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s Chureh, 
Providence. 

Rey. Grorc—E W. Hatuaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Chureh, 
Warren. 

Rey. Greorce Leeps, Rector elect of St. Stephen’s Church, Prov- 
idence. 

Rev. Wm. Henry Moors, Deacon, Minister of St. Luke’s Church, 
Bast Greenwich. 

Rev. Wu. H. Newman, Rector of the Church of the Ascension, 
Wakefield, and St. Paul’s Church, Tower Hill. 

Rey. Rozert E. Nortuam, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Ports- 
mouth. 

Rey. Samven Penny, Jr. Rector of Emanuel Church, Manville. 

Rey. Joun H. Rowse, officiating at St. Stephen’s Church, Provi- 
dence, and Rector elect St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. 

Rev. Jonn Supparp, Rector of St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown. 

Rey. Grorce Tarr, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence. 

Rey. Cuartes T. Taytor, Rector of Christ Church, Lonsdale. 

Rey. ALEXANDER H. Vinton, Rector of Grace Church, Providence. 

Rev. Francis Vinton, Rector of Trinity Church, Newport. 

Rey. Henry Waterman, Rector of St. James’s Church, Woon- 
socket. 

Rey. Joun West, Rector of Zion Church, Newport. 

Rector of Christ Church, Westerly. 


4A List of Lay Delegates. 


LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 


Certificates of whose election by their respective Churches were 
presented and approved. 


St. John’s Church, Providence. Austin Gurney, William G. 
Goddard, Zachariah Allen, Wm. 'T. Dorrance. 

Grace Church, Providence. Geo. S. Wardwell, Richmond 
Brownell, Alexander Duncan, Resolved Waterman. © 

St. Stephen’s Church, Providence. Joseph 8. Cook, Gideon 
Gurnett, Abiah Chandler, William Burrough. 

Trinity Church, Newport. Edward N. Cox, Christopher G. 
Perry. 

Zion Church, Newport. Samuel Whitehorne, John H. Gilliat, 
James Mumford, L. F. Gallop. 

St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth. John Burrington, Stephen 
Thomas, John G. Child, Albert C. Greene. 

St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. George Pearse, John G. 
Harding, Benjamin Hall, Billings Waldron. | 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren. Seth Peck, Nathan M. Whea- 
ton, George Wheaton, Anderson Martin. 

St. Paul’s Church, North Providence. Olney Whipple, Al- 
bert C. Jenks, David Lefavor, Barney Merry. 

St. James’s Church, Woonsocket. Samuel Greene, William 
Booth, John B. Walker, David Daniels. 

Christ Church, Westerly. Lyndon Taylor, Stephen Smith, Jr. 
George D. Cross, Jesse L. Morse. 

St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich. David Pinniger, John G. 
Ladd. 3 
St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston. Wm. A. Shaw, Gideon 
Freeborn, B. P. Bates, Allen M. Thomas. 

Church of the Ascension, Wakefield. John Robinson, Elisha 
Watson, Jr. Albert Robinson. 

Christ Church, Lonsdale. Warren Cooke, Leonard M. Blod- 
get, James M. Carpenter, John L. Cooke. 


Note. — St. Paul’s Church, Tower Hill, St. Peter’s Church, 
Kingston, St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown, and Emanuel 
Church, Manville, were not represented by the laity. 


JOURNAL. 


St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, N. Providence, 
; Tuesday, June 9, 1840. 

Tis being the day appointed by the Constitution for 
the annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in Rhode Island, it assembled in St. Paul’s Church, Paw- 
tucket. 

The morning prayer was conducted by Rev. J. H. 
Rouse and Rev. George Leeds, after which the semi-cen- 
tennial Convention sermon was preached by Rev. Henry 
Waterman. 

The holy communion was then administered by the 
Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold, assisted by Rev. Messrs. Rouse 
and Leeds. 

After the divine service, the Convention proceeded to 
organize, the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold in the chair. 

The Rev. James Pratt, Secretary of Convention last 
year, was chosen Secretary pro tem. 

The roll was then called, and the following clergymen 
answered to their names, and took their seats, viz. : 


Rey. John Bristed, Rev. Samuel Penny, Jr. 
** Lemuel Burge, “John H. Rouse, 
Peete Crocker: D:D. “: George Taft, 
“- George W. Hathaway, ‘© Alexander H. Vinton, 
* William H. Newman, ‘¢ Francis Vinton, 
** Robert E. Northam, ‘¢ Henry Waterman. 


The following lay Delegates answered to: their names: 
and took their seats : 
1* 
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. Edward N. Cox, Olney Whipple, 
Christopher G. Perry, Albert C. Jenks, 
John Burrington, Leonard M. Blodget, 
George Pearse, James M. Carpenter, 
John G. Harding, John L. Cooke, 
Billings Waldron, Samuel Greene, 
Nathan M.. Wheaton,,. Wm. Booth, 

George Wheaton, John B. Walker,. 
Joseph 8. Cooke, David Daniels, 
Gideon Gurnett,, David Pinniger, 
Abiah Chandler,. . John Robinson, 
Austin Gurney, Lyndon Taylor, 
Wm. G.. Goddard, Stephen Smith, Jr: 
William T. Dorranee,, Albert Robinson, 
George S.. Wardwell, Wm. A. Shaw, 
Richmond Brownell, Gideon Freeborn, 
Alexander Duncan, A. M. Thomas. 


Resolved Waterman, 


Convention then adjourned. to half past 2 o’cloeck, P. M. 


Half past 2 o'clock, P. M. 

Convention met, pursuant to adjournment. 

The roll was called, and the-Convention proceeded to 
elect by ballot a Secretary for the conventional year en-- 
suing. 

Whereupon Rev. Francis Vinton was-elected Secretary, 
and Mr. Daniel Wilkinson was invited to be his assistant. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That visiting clergy present be invited to the 
sittings of the Convention. 

Whereupon Rev. James Pratt and Rev. Sylvester Nash, 
of the Diocese of Maine, and Rev. George Leeds, of the 
Diocese of Massachusetts, took seats. 

On’ motion, 

Resolved, That the Rules of Order of the last. Conven- 
tion be adopted. as the Rules of Order of. this Convention. 
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On nomination, the Convention proceeded to elect the 
following committees: 

On Unfinished Business. Rev. Francis Vinton, George 
S. Wardwell. 

Finance. Rev. George W. Hathaway, George S. 
Wardwell, Lyndon Taylor. 

To Revise Parochial Reports. (By request of the Bish- 
op,) Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. A. H. Vinton, Wm. 
G. Goddard. 

The Committee on unfinished business reported that 
the Committee on revising Constitution, Canons, &c. should 
report to this Convention. Made the order of the day for 
to-morrow, after report from the Standing Boards. 

On motion, 

The report of Committee on Revising Parochial Re- 
ports was made the order of the day for to-morrow, at the 
opening of Convention in the afternoon. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Convention now proceed to the elec- 
tion of the Standing Boards and Treasurer, Standing Com- 
mittee and Delegates to General Convention. 

Moved, that a committee of nomination be appointed. 
Rejected. 

Whereupon the following officers were chosen. on nomi- 
nation : 


Board to superintend Sunday Schools. 


CLERGY. LAITY. 
Rey. Geo.. W. Hathaway, George S. Wardwell. 
Rey. Francis Vinton. 


Board of Theological Education. 


CLERGY. LAITY. 
Rey. N. B.. Crocker, D. D. William G. Goddard.. 
Rey. George W. Hathaway. 
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Standing Committee. 


CLERGY. LAITY. 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. George Mumford, 
Rey. George Taft, Resolved Waterman, . 
Rey. A. H. Vinton. Benjamin Cowell. 


Delegates to the General Convention. 


CLERGY.. LAITY. 
Rey. N. B. Crocker, D. D. Edward 8. Wilkinson, 
Rev. A. H. Vinton, Benjamin Hall, 
Rey. George W. Hathaway, | Samuel Whitehorne, 
Rev. John West. John B. Walker. 


Lyndon Taylor, Treasurer. 


Rev. Samuel Penny, Jr. was nominated and appointed 
to preach the next Convention sermon, and the Rev. Fran- 
cis Vinton his substitute. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be ten- 
dered to Rev. Henry Waterman for his semi-centennial 
Convention sermon, and that a copy of the sermon be re- 
quested for publication. 

Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. and Wm. G. Goddard, Esq. 
were appointed a Committee to execute the resolution. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That when this Convention rise, it shall be 
on Wednesday evening. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That this Convention meet for divine service 
to-morrow morning at 8 o’clock. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to draft a 
history of the Church in Rhode Island, from its first es-- 
tablishment, to be presented at the next Convention. 

The following were appointed the Committee : 
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CLERGY. LAITY. 
Rey, Francis Vinton, ‘John H. Gilliat, 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. C. G. Perry, M. D. 
Rey. Wm. H. Newman. Wilkins Updike, 


Wm. T. Dorrance, 
George EF. Usher. 


Resolved, That the next annual Convention be holden | 
in Trinity Church, Newport. 
The Convention adjourned till to-morrow. 


Wednesday, June 10, 1840. 

The Convention met at 8 o’clock for divine service, af- 
ter which addresses were delivered by Rev. R. E. North- 
am, and Rev. James Pratt, of the Diocese of Maine. 

Delegates from Zion Church, Newport, Samuel White- 
horne and L. F. Gallop, M. D. appeared and took their 
seats. 

Rev. John Suddard, Minister of St. Matthew’s Church, 
Jamestown, appeared and took his seat. 

The roll was called, and the minutes of yesterday’s pro- 
ceedings were read and approved. 

Rev. W. Van Zandt, of the Diocese of Western New 
York, took a seat in the Convention. 

The ‘Treasurer made a report, which was received and 
referred to the Committee on Finance, to be audited. (See 
Appendix A.) 

The Board of Missions had leave to make their report 
immediately after the reading of the Parochial Reports. 

The Board of Education made a report, which was re- 
ceived and ordered to be printed with the Journal. (See 
Appendix C.) 

The Convention took a recess of ten minutes, reenter. 
which acollection was taken up to supply a deficiency in 
the funds of the Board of Education. 

The Convention was then called to order. 

On motion, 
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Resolved, That the several churches be now called on 
for pledges for Theological Education for the ensuing year. 
Whereupon the following pledges were made: 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 1 scholarship, 
St. John’s Church, Providence, 1 . 


Grade Church, d 3 A 
Trinity Church, Newport, 1 = 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren, $25, 

St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence, $25, 

Christ Church, Westerly, $12, 

John Henry Gilliat, 1 scholarship, 
Wm. G. Goddard, $20, 

Joseph 8. Cooke, $20, 
Alexander Duncan, $20. 


The Board to superintend Sunday Schools made a re- 
port, which was received, and ordered to be printed with 
the Journal. (See Appendix F’. ) 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Board on Sunday Schools report to 
the next Convention a plan for a Depository of Protestant 
Episcopal Sunday School Books, to be located in Provi- 
dence. 

The hour having arrived for the report of the Commit- 
tee on the Constitution, Canons, &c. the Committee made 
their report, which was received, and read twice. 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Resolved, To take up and consider the Constitution by 
sections and articles; which was accordingly done. 

The Convention having considered, amended, and ap- 
proved the first six articles, the Constitution was laid on 
the table, the hour of adjournment having arrived. 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold left the chair for the re- 
mainder of the session. 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. was then chosen President of 
the Convention, and took the chair. : 
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On motion, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be pre- 
sented to the Rt. Rev. Alexander V. Griswold, Bishop of 
the Eastern Diocese, and that the Treasurer pay him his 
expenses in attending this Convention. 

On motion, for reasons stated, W. A. Shaw, M. D. and 
Stephen Smith, Jr. had leave of absence for the remainder 
of the session. 

On motion, David Pinniger had leave of absence. 

Whereupon, the Convention adjourned to 2 o’clock, 


Pol) 
Afternoon Session, 2 0’clock. 


The Convention met, and was duly organized. 

On motion, for reasons stated, Messrs. Edward N. Cox, 
C. G. Perry, M. D., L. F. Gallop, M. D., and Resolved Wa- 
terman had leave of absence for the remainder of the 
session. 

The reading of the Parochial Reports was announced as 
the order of the day for this hour. Whereupon they were 
read, received, and ordered to be published with the Jour- 
nal. (See Appendix G.) 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That the Publishing Committee be authorized 
to receive from the Committee of Revising Parochial Re- 
ports such reports as may have been omitted, and to pub- 
lish the same, and that the Secretary request the Wardens 
of such churches as are without pastors to forward the sta- 
tistics of their respective churches. 

A letter was received and read by the Secretary from 
the Committee of the Convention of the Eastern Diocese, 
on the Bishop’s Fund, which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

The Finance Committee made a report, estimating the 
annual expenditures and receipts of the Convention, which 
was received, and ordered to be printed with the Journal. 
(See Appendix D.) 
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Whereupon, 

Resolved, That the Delegates from the several churches 
now pay to the Treasurer their several iP igen ew 
which was accordingly done. 

The Board of Missions then made their first annual re- 
port, which was received, and ordered to be printed with 
the Journal. (See Appendix B.) 

The Standing Committee made a report, which was re- 
ceived, and ordered to be printed with the Journal. (See 
Appendix E.) 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Constitution, Canons, 
&c. be continued, in order to report a standing order of 
business and Rules of Order to the next Convention. 

The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the 
letter of the Committee of the Eastern Diocese on the 
Bishop’s Fund, reported as follows : 


The Finance Committee, to whom was referred the letter 
from the Committee on Bishop’s Fund, showing that there is 
an amount due to the Bishop for arrearages of living for pre- 
vious years, and that the preportion due from the Diocese of 
Rhode Island is one hundred and seventy-five dollars, suppos- 
ing the same to be correct, recommend the adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolution, to wit : 

Resolved, That the several churches in this Diocese be re- 
quested to contribute and pay their contribution to the Treas- 
urer of this Convention before the meeting of the next Conven- 
tion, to discharge the arrearages due to the Bishop from the 
Diocese of Rhode Island. 

Further Resolved, That if any surplus acerue from such col- 
lections over and above the amount due the Bishop, the Treas-. 
urer is hereby directed to pay the said surplus into the treas- 
ury of the Board of Missions in this Diocese. 

Resolved, That the Secretary give notice to the several par- 
ishes of the passage of these resolutions. 


Si Grorer W. Hatuaway ‘ 
(Signed, ) > | Finance 
Grorce S. WARDWELL, af 
Committee. 
Lynpon Taytor, 
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The above report was received, and ordered to, be, print- 
ed with the Journal. 

Whereupon the resolutions were adopted. unanimously. 

The Constitution as,reported, was then. called up and 
further considered, amended and, apPRoveD, 

Whereupon, on motion, 

Resolved, That the Constitution, as approved, and the 
Canons, as reported, be laid on the table till next Conven- 
tion, and be printed with the Journal. (See Appendix H.) 

On nomination, the Secretary, Rev. Francis Vinton, 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. and Wm. G. Goddard, Esq. 
were chosen the Publishing Committee. 

On motion, _ 

Resolved, That one thousand copies of the Journal be 
printed and distributed to the several parishes in the pro- 
portion of their respective assessments. 

On motion, 

Unanimously Resolved, That the thanks of this Conven- 
tion be hereby tendered to the Rector and parish of St. 
Paul’s Church, North Providence, for their hospitality and 
courtesy to the members of this Convention. 

The following resolutions were offered, and unanimously 
adopted : 

Whereas, it has pleased Almighty God, in his wise prov- 
idence, to take from this world the venerable Alexander 
Jones, for a long series of years the Treasurer of this Con- 
vention, and a lay Delegate from St. John’s Church, Provi- 
dence ; therefore, 

Resolved, That, we lament the loss which we have sus- 
tained by the death of this sincere follower of Christ, and 
this valued associate in the counsels of the Church. 

Resolved, That, while we cordially express our sense of 
his excellence as a Christian, and of his singular devotion 
to the interests of the Church, we desire to thank God for 
the good example of his servant, who, having finished his 
course in faith, now rests from his labors. 
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Resolved, As a farther expression of our respect for the 
character of the deceased, that these resolutions be entered 


on the Journals of this Convention. 
After singing the 107th Psalm, and the benediction from 
the President, the Convention adjourned sine die. 


FRANCIS VINTON, Secretary. 


Note.—The religious services were continued in the evening. 
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B. 


Report of the Board of {Hisstons. 


Ar your last Convention, the following Canon was adopted, 
to wit: 

‘« Be it enacted, by this Convention, that a Board for con- 
ducting Missions within the State be appointed, to consist of 
such of the clergy as shall pledge themselves to pay into the 
treasury of this Board an annual sum, equal to at least one 
tenth of their respective salaries; and that they report annu- 
ally to the Convention of their proceedings, together with an 
account of their receipts and expenditures. ‘The Bishop of 
the Diocese shall be, ex officio, the President of the Board; 
and no appointment of missionaries shall be made by the 
Board without his approbation. The Treasurer of this Board 
shall be a layman of the Protestant Episcopal Church in this 
State.” 

In compliance with the above requisition, the undersigned, 
a Committee of your Board, with a full and humbling convic- 
tion that the cause in which we are embarked has not been 
prosecuted with the zeal and fidelity which its importance 
demands, and which He requires who would have us ‘count 
all things else but loss, and magnify himself in our bodies, 
whether by life or death,” beg leave respectfully to submit the 
following report of their proceedings the past year, together 
with a statement of their receipts and expenditures, and, by 
permission, would suggest a few thoughts in relation to what 
has been, and now is, the Rhode Island system of missionary 
operations. 

As the Convention had not seen fit to say where, how, or 
when the Board should organize, soon after the adjournment 
several of the clergy, according to previous arrangements, 
came together, when it was ascertained that twelve were 
ready to become members of the Board by making the canon- 
ical pledge: whereupon we proceeded to elect a Secretary 
and President pro tem. upon a principle which we apprehend- 
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ed to be essential, if not to our very being, yet to our well- 
being, to wit, that we had a right to make laws for our own 
government. We set soberly to the work, and, aided by our 
past convocational experience of what would be requisite in a 
somewhat altered mode of existence, and loath to deviate from 
a course of proceeding which that experience had approved 
and recommended above all others, by the success which had 
attended and the blessing which followed it, we were enabled 
quickly to agree upon a system of rules and by-laws, which, 
with some modifications since received, we now have pleasure 
in submitting to your inspection. Our old Constitution, in 
substance, was adopted. We were henceforth to be desig- 
nated by the name of the Missionary and not the Clerical 
Convocation of the Church in Rhode Island. The time of 
our annual meeting was changed from Easter to the second 
Tuesday in June. Our officers were to be a Vice-President, 
Secretary, and Treasurer. No appropriation was to be made 
to any missionary until it had received the approbation of at 
least three fourths of the members present at a legal meeting. 
Having agreed upon these and other rules, the Board was 
accordingly organized for the ensuing year, by the election of 
its constitutional officers. The pledges and appropriation that 
had been made at the Easter meeting of the Convocation, 
amounting to more than $1500, were adopted by the Board. 
At our next meeting, in July, the missionary code was com- 
pleted. In October following, every clergyman in the State, 
with the exception of Dr. Wheaton, who was about to remove 
from the Diocese, belonged to your Board. Of the missiona- 
ries who began the year with us, only one has left the State, 
to wit, the Rev. Mr. Nash, who is successfully laboring at 
Saco, in the Diocese of Maine. The Rey. Mr. Penny has 
removed from Jamestown to Manville, and is now independ- 
ent of the Board. ‘The Rey. F. Vinton, soon after the rising 
of the Convention, resigned his charge of St. Paul’s Church, 
Tower Hill, and its associate, the Church of the Ascension, 
Wakefield, and St. Peter’s, Kingston, and accepted a call to 
St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, where he remained, in the 
pay of the Board, until some time in April. He is now the ~ 
minister of Trinity Church, Newport. .The Rev. Mr. New- 
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‘man, from Qhio, is stationed at Tower Hill. St. Stephen’s 
and St. Matthew’s are temporarily supplied by the Rev. 
Messrs. Rouse and Suddard, the one from Connecticut, and 
the other from New Hampshire. East Greenwich alone is 
vacant. Measures are in train, however, which we trust will 
result in placing a competent man in that important church. 
But, although our missionary stations are thus, with one ex- 
ception, for the present supplied, and well supplied, yet, in 
spite of a law requiring the excellent men we employ to re- 
main at least one year in the same place, we find, from expe- 
rience, that we have as much difficulty in retaining them as 
our churches have in holding their regularly instituted minis- 
ters. Our cause has sustained a loss, the past year, of no 
small magnitude, from this tendency to change. 

When a man leaves us, he doubtless does it for reasons 
satisfactory to himself at the time. We have much cause to 
fear, however, that, in most cases, many more thoughts are 
given to the prospects of usefulness in the new field of labor, 
than to the decay and desolation likely to ensue, from his 
absence, to the old. We could, if this were a fitting place to 
do it, so refer you to a flock which the shepherd has left, as to 
touch your sensibilities. The Committee seriously apprehend 
that the practice, now so rife among the clergy, of abandoning 
fields of labor in which God had abundantly blessed them, will 
retard the spiritual growth of our churches; and we feel that 
it isin perfect keeping with the main subject of this Report 
to avow, as a general thing, our cordial reprobation of the 
practice, not merely because it has interfered with the prog- 
ress of the Board, but because it is at war with the maturest 
opinions we have formed upon the subject. Our remonstrance 
may be the louder and stronger, for a reason that does not 
every where exist. We mean that the shepherds are not 
starved away from Rhode Island, nor have their spiritual 
watchings and toilings ever been in vain. On the contrary, 
had we not some reason to think that their very prosperity 
stimulates the avidity of foreigners to hire them away, we 
should hardly be excused for reminding them that they thus 
violate a first and foremost principle of morality, —the golden 
principle of doing as we would be done by. There are nine 
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ministers, according to the statement of the Treasurer, who, 
since the 10th of April, 1839, in different congregations, have 
been aided by the Board.* The aggregate of our pecuniary 
receipts, up to Easter last, was $1746 22, and our appropria- 
tions $1743 80, leaving a balance in the treasury of $2 42, as 
will appear by the Treasurer’s report, in which the requisite 
specifications are given. The spiritual prosperity, be it more 
or less, with which our efforts have been crowned, the Paro- 
chial Reports will show. Had we received these reports in 
season to interweave the material facts, which doubtless they 
contain, we might have added interest to this. 

So sensibly have we felt the want of precisely that sort of 
information, which our missionaries alone can give, that we 
hope they will be required in all future years to transmit their 
written statements to the Convention through the medium of 
this Committee. 

And now, if, from a survey of the general summary of our 
doings, which we have thus given, a feeling of disappointment 
should be experienced by the Convention, the cause may be 
found in the imperfections of our materials for rendering the 
report what it ought to be. We think, however, from the 
knowledge we do possess, that the present condition of the 
missionary enterprise in Rhode Island affords abundant cause 
to thank God and take courage; and, by his help, your Board 
were resolved never to give back, until every inch of the moral 
wilderness around us has felt the renovating influence of 
spiritual culture. Here we might close, by commending the 
Board and their cause to your patronage and prayers. But 
as we have not trespassed upon your patience by long details, 
we hope to be indulged in a few additional remarks. We trust 


* Amount paid Missionaries since the 10th April, 1839, viz. : Rev. Mr. Nash, 
$449 46; Rev. Mr. Pratt, $26 69, travelling expenses; Rev. Mr. Waterman, 
$99 90, on account; Rev. Francis Vinton, $$42897, for services at St. 
Stephen’s; Rev. Mr. Northam, $300, on account, and $75 contributed by the 
ladies of St. John’s Church towards a parsonage at Portsmouth, R. L.; Rev. 
Mr. Penny, $100, on account; Rev. Mr. Janson, $480, on old account; Rev. 
Mr. Suddard, $71; Rev. Mr. Newman, $112 50. 

The Rev. Mr. Burge has resigned his charge of St. Paul’s Church, Wick- 
ford: application has been made to the Board for aid, and a committee ap- 
pointed to confer with the parish. . 
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they will be deemed relevant, and so far important as they may 
tend to allay any remaining irritation, and to bind us fast in 
one spirit, that we may strive together for the faith of the 
gospel. 

The clergy of Rhode Island now occupy, if not an emi- 
nence, yet a place from which they may advantageously look 
back and compare their past with their present position. We 
feel, and are quite willing to acknowledge, that the new organi- 
zation gives us an advantage ; at the same time we understand 
the significance with which we are congratulated upon a re- 
turn to the order and wholesome subordination to ecclesiasti- 
cal authority which the Church prescribes. 

As to these things, we claim to be as jealous as our neigh- 
bors; and we must be’permitted to say, because in justice to 
ourselves we are required to say, that, while we duly appreciate 
the opinions and motives of those in and out of the State, who, 
from the commencement of our convocational career, have 
frowned upon its missionary proceedings as irregular, that 
the charge does not appear to be based upon truth. We know 
that majorities, and sometimes whole communities, are hon- 
estly in the wrong. We admit that successful results do not 
indicate with certainty the wisdom, or validity, or safety of 
the means employed. But we do not know nor admit that we 
are justly liable to the reproach of irregularity, for having 
been guided by the dictates of a deliberate judgment, in a case 
for which the Church, in a general convention, had made no 
provision, either by canon or usage. We refer to the original 
association, in 1832, of the clergy of this State for the pro- 
motion of personal piety, and the extension of the Church 
within the limits of the State, without asking the sanction of 
the Convention. Now it is to be remembered that there was 
no law requiring this at our hands; and as to the Convention, 
however controlling its authority in ecclesiastical matters, pre- 
vious to positive enactment, the exercise of it, in a case like 
the present, would have been tyranny. That the Church itself 
is essentially a missionary body had not then been discovered, 
or rather this ancient principle had not been officially acknowl- 
edged and acted upon.. We could not, therefore, at that time, 
as now, have the pleasure of conforming to settled rules, and of 
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emulating the wisdom and zeal with which the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Church is prosecuting, under God, the stupendous work of 
illuminating and saving a world. 

As to the dreams of those, on the one hand, who supposed that 
the Convocation ever had or could, with impunity, trench upon 
episcopal prerogative, we never attached the slightest impor- 
tance tothem. Though a voluntary association, we were then 
as responsible for the violation of ecclesiastical law as we now 
are. Besides, we never could tolerate such an implied im- 
peachment of the vigilance of our Diocesan, than whom no 
man understands better his rights; and, when the order or in- 
terest of the Church require it, is more prompt to assert them; 
and it is difficult to comprehend the ground of the concern 
which others manifested, lest the Convocation should become 
an instrument of party, while it comprised at least nine 
twelfths of the clergy. 

That the entire unanimity of feeling, and concert of opinion 
and action, in all matters of principle and policy, connected 
with the missionary work, which so long and so remarkably 
prevailed among us, should continue uninterrupted, could not, 
from the very constitution of our nature, be expected; and we 
frankly confess that some strong contentions arose, and “‘ Barna- 
basand Paul departed asunder, one from another.” Buttocharge 
this to the system of voluntary associations, as an evil of mag- 
nitude sufficient to call for their suppression by Episcopal au- 
thority, would be as absurd as to object to the propagation of 
the gospel by human instrumentality, because John Mark 
occasioned a temporary rupture between two apostles; and 
while some went from us, because, doubtless, in the integrity 
of their hearts, they disapproved of the Convocation, it should 
be remembered that twenty times as many have been here 
seeking a place among us, because they approved of it. 

And now, on the other hand, we are equally puzzled to per- 
ceive the strong reason why some were alarmed at the thought 
of connecting the Convention with the missionary cause; for 
it needed not to be concealed that there were those who viewed 
the project with jealousy, or, to say the least, considered it an 
experiment of very doubtful expediency. It was apprehended, © 
perhaps, that if the Convocation surrendered the principle upon 
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which it was formed, and became the responsible agent of the 
Convention, our missionary energies would be cramped and 
the cause suffer. And, if we remember right, precedent was 
pleaded, and some reference had to a State Missionary Society 
in by-gone days, complete in its organization, with an admira- 
ble constitution, a quantum sufficit of auxiliaries, a small fund, 
&c. but it never did any thing. ‘The answer may be found in 
a very humiliating question, Did anybody else do any thing in 
those days to promote a cause which is now so identified with 
the religion we profess, that to speak of an anti-missionary 
Christian would be a solecism in terms? Had the Church in 
these States at that time any adequate perception of its respon- 
sibility in this great matter? If a ray of light occasionally 
beamed upon her in her annual Conventions, it was but the 
harbinger of the morn that is now dawning. It is too true, 
that whenever, on those occasions, Churchmen busied them- 
selves in the construction of such moral machinery, they too 
seldom remembered to invoke the power and grace of God to 
put it in motion. 

Perhaps, again, it might have been supposed that, as the 
State Convention is not composed exclusively of those whose 
hearts glow with missionary zeal, therefore it was to be avoid- 
ed as an instrument unfit to be employed in the prosecution of 
so holy a cause. Now here, while we admire the motive, we 
utterly repudiate the principle of setting up within the Church 
independent societies, on the ground of superior sanctity. We 
do not understand the congruity or see the compatibility of 
holding, by profession, the unity of the spirit in the bond of 
peace with a Church from which we deem the spirit of piety to 
have departed so entirely that we dare not entrust it with its 
appropriate and peculiar work, to wit, the propagation of the 
gospel. 

In reference to the canon under which we are acting, per- 
haps some minds may be relieved of an honest scruple sug- 
gested by the example of England, as to the management of 
Christian Missions, if we state one or two facts. There the 
Church is so inextricably interwoven with the state, that it 
cannot, as here, act with facility and freedom, either in or out 
of Parliament, upon any benevolent subject. So necessarily 
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are civil matters involved with ecclesiastical, even in her pro-» 
vincial convocations, that she has derived little or no benefit ,; 


from them in any period of her history. Whenever the Bish- 
ops and the clergy come together, it must be at the summons 
of the king, and while together it is for him to say whether 
they shall exercise the authority committed to them by Christ, 
and act as his ministers in things pertaining to the Church, or 
as members of the Commonwealth, and in that capacity pro- 
vide ways and means to replenish the exchequer of his majesty. 
Hence the Church of England, as such, has not generally taken 
into her own hands the management of those great missionary 
movements which have done so much to signalize her name, 
and bless the world; and yet it is exceedingly remarkable that 
the Parliament of England gave birth to one of the oldest, most 
successful, richly endowed, and illustrious missionary societies 
in Christendom. Of its extraordinary efficiency, some ap- 
proach to a correct opinion may be formed from the fact, that, 
when it began its operations in the American Colonies, it found 
but five churches ; and, when compelled by the war of the revo- 
lution to close them, it left us with two hundred and fifty. The 
well-known story of the origin and early progress of the. Epis- 
copal communion in Rhode Island should render this the last 
Diocese in the Union to question the efficiency of missionary 
societies in connection with the Church. 

Upon the whole, with our views of the unwieldy mass of 
political machinery which for centuries has been pressing upon 
the Anglican Church, we cannot but consider the formation, in 
1701, of the “Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in 
Foreign Parts” as constituting not only the brightest spot in 
parliamentary history, but as among the most remarkable in- 
terpositions of Divine Providence in behalf of the Church and 
the world. It should forever silence the loquacious zeal of 
those who would at all hazard sever the wheat from the tares, 
who would in effect abandon the Church of Christ, that they 
may prosecute to better effect his holy plans and purposes. 
The Convention will perceive that we are very much alive to 
the importance of. the Canon which has given your Board its 


present organization. We view it as an act which has ren- — 


dered the system of missionary operations among us as nearly 


complete as the conflicting opinions and passions of man will 
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ordinarily permit. Some will measure its perfections by the 
resemblance it bears to the arrangements of the General Con- 
vention, in relation to the work entrusted to your Board, and 
perhaps the chief point of difference will be seen to be an 
improvement. ‘The Board which you have appointed for the 
management of missions within the State, consider it a matter 
of such vital importance, as involving such endless interests, and 
requiring, to its right management, the knowledge of so. many 
facts, that we do not entrust it to subcommittees, but, gathering 
up and concentrating the light which each one can furnish, do. 
it ourselves, We come together so often, that each one is kept 
quite familiar with the narrative of the whole concern. We 
hear the correspondence of the Board, rejoice in its success, 
weep together over its failures, and if, when we assemble, one 
has more sympathy for the lost than another, more of that 
intense solicitude for the souls of men, which arose to unutter- 
able agony in the garden, it often happens, that, ere we sepa- 
rate, there settles upon each one of us, not indeed tongues of 
fire, but, what is better, there comes over usa spirit of love, 
which makes us ready to sell our possessions and goods for the 
furtherance of the gospel. 

We have reason, therefore, to thank Him who orders events 
after the counsel of his own will, and, under God, to congratu- 
late ourselves thus far upon the success of an experiment in 
moral chemistry never before tried. We mean an attempt to 
separate the strangely cohesive elements of a voluntary asso- 
ciation, and so to recombine them by the admixture of a con- 
trolling agent, as neither to restrict the freedom, nor cramp the 
energies, nor chill the zeal, or in any way impair the devotion 
»f the body to the all-engrossing cause which had originally 
lrawn them together. 

The charm of this happy experiment will be found in the 
act, that the Church, so far as the mode of doing the mission- 
ary work is concerned, now stands forth in her primitive atti- 
ude, and has become, what, in this respect; she was intended 
0 be by her divine Head, at once the agent and medium of 
communicating spiritual light and salvation to the benighted 


and lost. . 
For the Committee, 


N. B. Crocker. 


26 Appendix. 


C. 


Report of the Cowmittee ow Byucation. 


Tue undersigned, members of the Board of Education, 
would respectfully present the following as their annual report 
to the Convention : 

Immediately after their election, they proceeded to organ- 
ize; and as the Convention, by their pledges, had placed at 
their disposal, independent of the several scholarships pledged, 
an amount only sufficient for the support of a single benefi- 
ciary, they were obliged to relinquish éwo of their three benefi- 
ciaries they had been sustaining the previous year. As 
Charles R. Fisher was the beneficiary first adopted, he was 
considered as entitled to a priority of claim, and Baylies P. 
Talbot and George Slattery, adopted beneficiaries afterwards, 
were relinquished, though at the same time recommended to 
those who had the privilege of nominating to the vacant 
scholarship. 

The present beneficiaries of the. Board are Charles R. 
Fisher, beneficiary of the Board, and a member of the present 
sophomore class of Washington College, Hartford ; Edward 
Brown, beneficiary of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, and a 
member of the senior class of Washington College ; Thomas 
Fales, beneficiary of St. John’s Church, Providence, a mem- 
ber of the senior class of the Theological Seminary, N. York, 
and to be ordained in a few weeks, and become assistant min- 
ister of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol; Sanford Horton and 
Baylies P. Talbot, beneficiaries of Grace Church, Providence, 
one a member of the freshman, and the other of the sopho- 
more class, Washington College; James Mulchahey, benefi- 
ciary of St. Mark’s Church, Warren, a member of the sopho- 
more class, Washington College. 

One of the scholarships pledged by Grace Church, Provi- 
dence, has remained vacant during the year, owing to a neglect — 
on the part of said church in nominating a third beneficiary, as 
also the scholarship of Zion Church for the same cause. 
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The Board regret to be under the necessity of again report- 
ing a deficiency of funds at their disposal to meet the engage- 
ment of the Board to their beneficiary, Charles R. Fisher, there 
being now due to him the sum of fifty-three dollars and seventy- 
five cents, and to meet which there is but twenty-six dollars 
and thirty-two cents in the treasury, leaving a balance due of 
twenty-seven dollars and forty-three cents over and above the 
present means of the Board to pay. Under these circumstances 
the Board are constrained to appeal to the liberality of the 
Convention, not only to be more liberal in their. pledges for the 
ensuing year, but enable them to meet the present deficiency. 


N. B. Crocker, 
Gro. W. Hatnaway, 
Wm. G. Gopparp. 
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D. 


Meport of the Conmmittee on Finance. 


Tue Committee on Finance report, that the sum required 
to meet the current expenses of the Convention for the year, 
in printing the Journal, &c. will be about one hundred dol- 
lars; which amount should be apportioned among the several 
churches as follows: 


St. John’s Church, Providence,- - - - - $12 00 
Grace 6 6 - - - - = 12 00 
St. Stephen’s “ tf - - - - - 6 00 
Trinity 6 Newport, - - - - - 10 00 
Zion ce 6c - - - = = 10 00 
St. Paul’s 6 North Providence, - - 7 00 
St. Michael’s *“* MBristol, - - - - -.- 800 
St. Mark’s *“ Warren, - - - -.- - 700 
Christ «  Juonsdale, - - - - - 6500 
St. James’s ‘* Woonsocket,. - - - - 500 
Christ 6 Westerly, - - - = - 6500 
St. Paul’s 6c Portsmouth,- - - :- = 200 
Emanuel ‘© = Manville, - - - - - 200 
St. Luke’s ‘ East Greenwich, - - - 2 00 
St. Paul’s RS Wickford, - - - - - 200 
St. Paul’s ‘ ' Tower Hill,- - - - -' 200 
St. Peter’s “ Kingston, - - - - - 100 
Ascension, * Wakefield, - - - - - 200 
St. Matthew’s** Jamestown,- - - - - 1 00 

$100 00 


The Committee recommend the following: 
Resolved, That the Delegates from the several churches 
now pay the Treasurer their several assessments. 


Grorce W. Harnaway, ) Commitice 
GrorGe S. WarpwELL, on 
. Lynpon Tay.or, Finance. 
North Providence, June 10th, 1840. 
2% 
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KK. 


Report of the Standing Comimittec. 


Copy of the Proceedings of the Standing Committee of the Dio- 
cese of Rhode Island, for the year ending June, 1840. 


Ar a meeting of the Standing Committee, June 24th, 1839, 
Rev. Dr. Crocker was chosen President for the year ensuing, 
and Benjamin Cowell Secretary. At this meeting, the ap- 
plication of Mr. James H. Carpenter, to be recommended as 
a candidate for orders, is received ; and the testimonials pro- 
duced being deemed satisfactory, it is voted he be recom- 
mended to the Bishop as a candidate for orders accordingly, 
and ‘that a certificate be granted. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, October 7th, 
1839, the application of Mr. James H. Eames for a recom- 
mendation to the Bishop as a candidate for orders is received, 
and laid before the Committee; and his testimonials being 
deemed satisfactory, it is voted he be recommended accord- 
ingly, and that a certificate be granted. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, October Sth, 
1839, the application of the Rey. Samuel Penny for Priests’ 
orders is received, and laid before the Committee ; and his title 
and other testimonials being duly considered and found satis- 
factory to the Committee, it is voted that he be recommended to 
the Bishop for ordination, as Priest in the Protestant. Episco- 
pal Church, and that a certificate be granted accordingly. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, December 17th, 
1839, the application of the Rev. Thomas Gardner Salter for 
a recommendation for Priests’ orders is received, and laid be- 
fore the Committee for consideration; and his title and other 
testimonials being satisfactory, it is voted that he be recom- 
mended tothe Bishop for ordination, as Priest, and that a cer- 
tificate thereof be, granted. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, March 16th, 1840, © 
a communication and resolution of the Standing Committee of 
the Diocese of South Carolina, communicating the desire of 
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the Protestant Episcopal Church in that Diocese, and asking 
the consent of this Committee for the consecration of the 
Rey. Christopher Edwards Gadsden, D. D. Rector of St. 
Philip’s Church, in Charleston, Bishop elect of the Diocese 
of South Carolina, are presented for consideration, and the 
testimonials of his fitness to exercise the office of Bishop being 
satisfactory to the Committee, whereupon, on motion, it is 
voted and resolved, that the Standing Committee of the Dio- 
cese of Rhode Island do give their consent, and do approve 
of the consecration of the Rev. Christopher Edwards Gadsden, 
as Bishop of the Diocese of South Carolina, in conformity 
with the canon of the Church in such case provided, and do 
grant a certificate of such approval and consent accordingly. 


Providence, June 9th, 1840. I certify the preceding to be 
true copies of the proceedings of the Standing Committee of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in Rhode Island for the year 
ending June, 1840, duly compared. 


Witness, BensaMIN CoweE tt, Secretary. 
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EF. 


Report of the Committee on Sunday Schools. 


Tue Committee on Sunday School operations report the 
following statistics of the Sunday Schools in this Diocese : 


Scholars. y ve Ai Teachers. pear 
St. James’s Church, Woonsocket, 130 90 17 300 
Emanuel ee Manville, 75 50 7 
St. Paul’s + Pawtucket, 175 30. = 425 
Grace ee Providence, 200 150 30 
St. John’s sé 6 
St. Stephen’s “ c 100 70 15 275 
St. Mark’s iy Warren, 150 ~=—-:1110 20 ~=—.800 
St. Michael’s * Bristol, 250 125 
St. Paul’s a Portsmouth, 20 4 80 
Trinity,  UNewport, 146 87 18 640 
Zion 3 sé 240 Orit 
St. Paul’s 6 Wickford, 80 45 13 = 200 
St. Paul’s “« Tower Hill, 35 8 
Christ 6 Lonsdale, 80 16 400 
St. Luke’s és E. Greenwich. 
Christ ey VV eaterig. 


The Committee hope they may not be considered as trans- 
cending the design of their appointment, in the few remarks 
which they are desirous of adding to the above information. 

Ist. In the first place, your Committee are painfully im- 
pressed with the apprehension that there is an alarming and 
wide-spread evil, which has been suffered to grow out of the 
institution of Sunday Schools. There is great reason to fear 
that the Sunday School has been extensively operating as a 
substitute for that parental and family education which the 
word of God, and the Book of Common Prayer, recognize as 
of indispensable necessity. There is reason to fear that many 
parents, who realize in some measure their official responsi- 
bility as heads of families, neglect to give that frequent and 
personal attention to the spiritual education of their offspring 
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which they are solemnly bound to render. The Committee 
cannot but regard such a neglect as fearfully ominous to the 
best interest of the Church of Christ. Indeed, they cannot 
consider it as an extravagant declaration, that the Sunday 
School would be better extinguished to-day, than that it should 
operate as the substitute of those fireside instructions, that 
individual care, which it is the sacred and unalterable duty of 
every father and mother, every guardian and sponsor, to ex- 
tend to the children and youth committed to their care. We 
cannot conceive of any circumstance which would justify a 
parent (who has the ability and opportunity) in transferring 
from himself, to a Sunday School, the task of moulding the 
religious character and sentiments of his children. The family 
relation is an ordinance of God, the Sunday School is not; 
and we hold that the legitimate influence of the latter, however 
wholesome and valuable, are secondary in importance to'the 
family influence, supposing them both to be exerted with equal 
fidelity. 

Among the sources of instruction to the young, the preémi- 
nence has been assigned by Jehovah to parents. ‘* Honor the 

instructions of thy father, and forsake not the law of thy 
mother; for they shall be ornaments of grace unto thy head, 
and chains about thy neck.” ‘In the parent,” we have been 
truly told, “tare united, in a degree not to be paralleled in the 
case of any earthly superior, authority and affection, —author- 
ity established on peculiar foundations, and affections impelled 
by peculiar motives, to temper the exercise of command, and 
so to guide the reins, as to render control productive of the 
highest attainable benefit to the individual under subjection.” 
The Committee desire to echo abroad this important remark. 
The relation subsisting between a parent and child is such as 
to qualify a parent to act with more effect, and with greater 
success, than can reasonably be expected from the efforts of any 
one else whatever. 

His authority being greater, and his affections stronger than 
that of any one else, he occupies a vantage ground peculiarly 
and exclusively his own. From no lips will the precious 
truths of religion distil so sweetly and so powerfully upon a 
child as from those of a parent. And if that parent do no 
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more than place his children in a class in the Sunday School, 
(be the advantages of that school, as to discipline and instruc- 
tion, never so great,) he leaves undone a fundamental part of 
his duty. He has something to do which cannot be done by 
proxy. And if the sentiment, that Sunday school advantage 
may stand instead, rather than as auxiliaries, of family educa- 
tion, is to be the prevalent sentiment, the Sunday School insti- 
tution will prove an equivocal blessing to the Church. The 
direct influence of the Sunday School is principally during a 
passing hour or two on one day out of seven; while the influ- 
ence of the family, as far as the child is concerned, is clothed 
with a kind of ubiquity, pressing upon him, not periodically, 
but continually, from day to day, and from hour to hour. 

Such a continuous influence is of cardinal importance in 
bringing up the young in the fear of the Lord. Any attempt, 
then, to exchange such an influence for the occasional efforts 
put forth in a Sunday School, must be fraught with disaster to 
the religious welfare of the rising generation. 

While, then, we bless God for the beneficent and sanctify- 
ing tendencies of the Sunday School, we should be cautious of 
not interrupting those tendencies by sanctioning any abuse of 
the institution. Let it occupy its proper place. Let its influ- 
ence be a co-operating, and not a mal-influence of that of the 
parent, and it will accomplish, under God, greater wonders 
for the Church than have been seen as yet. 

The Committee would fain hope that their views on this 
point may not be misinterpreted. No languor has crept over 
their affections for the Sunday School. Their grateful sense 
of its past result has experienced no abatement. And their 
anxiety that it should be shorn of none of its power has occa- 
sioned the above remarks. For it is fully believed that if the 
perversion to which we have alluded should become universal, 
the cause of the Christian education of the young would be 
mournfully retarded. 

In many cases, indeed, the parents of Sunday School chil- 
dren are themselves lamentably ignorant of the first rudiments 
of spiritual knowledge ; and most criminally indifferent to the 
eternal interests of themselves and their offspring. In such 
instances, it is a great mercy that those neglected souls can 


~ 
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have the advantages offered in the Sunday School. But our 
present remarks have been dictated in view of those numerous 
examples in which parents of sufficient competency in knowl- 
edge, and recognizing their own responsibilities, seem to fancy 
themselves released from daily and personal attention to their 
little ones, because some benevolent person in the lecture-room 
is willing to instruct them an hour or two on the Lord’s day. 
The Committee desire to lift up against such negligence the 
voice of an earnest and affectionate remonstrance, which they 
hope will be sanctioned by this Convention. 

2d. Your Committee would also venture to call the atten- 
tion of the Church in this Diocese to the propriety and impor- 
tance of reviving in all our Churches the ancient and edifying 
practice of catechizing. ‘This body is perhaps aware that 
this practice, after having lain dormant in the American 
Church for a long period, has recently been restored in quite a 
number of the parishes in different parts of the country, and 
with such results as encourage the hope that the practice may 
yet become universal. ‘Those of our clergy who have under- 
taken the catechizing of their children, have uniformly found 
that the scholars’ interest in their lessons has been deepened, 
and-that the instruction imparted has been more clearly com- 
prehended. Indeed, our parish clergy hardly seem to be in- 
vested with discretionary power on this subject. 

The language of the 28th Canon of the General Convention 
declares, that “*the ministers of this Church, who have the 
charge of parishes or cures, shall not only be diligent in in- 
structing the children in the catechism, but shall also, by stated 
catechetical lectures and instruction, be diligent in forming the 
youth and others in the doctrines, constitution, and liturgy of 
the Church.” 

But the canonical obligation of this practice, however, need 
not be the only reason for undertaking and sustaining it. 

Diligence in catechizing will prove of great value, in render- 
ing the instructions of the pulpit better understood, and there- 
fore more effectual. ‘ ee ace is necessary to prepare the 
ground; preaching, to crop it.’ 

**The most useful of all preaching,” declares Bishop Hall, 
of pious memory, ‘‘is catechetical; this being the ground, the 
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other the walls and roof. What good use is there of those 
affections that run before the judgment, or of those walls that 
want a foundation? For my part, I have spent the greater 
half of ‘my life in this station of our holy service, I thank God, 
not unpainfully nor unprofitably. But there is no one thing of 
which I repent so much, as not to have spent more hours in 
this public exercise of catechism; in regard whereof, I would 
quarrel] with my sermons; and I wish that a great part had 
been exchanged for this preaching conference.” 

It would also tend to produce greater steadfastness of re- 
ligious professions. ‘‘ What may be the reason,” says that 
quaintest of quaint men, Thomas Fuller, ‘‘ why so many now- 
adays are carried about with every wind of doctrine? Surely 
it is because they have never been well catechized in the prin- 
ciples of religion. 

‘‘O for the ancient and primitive ordinance of catechizing ! 
every youth can preach, but he must be a man, indeed, who 
can profitably catechize. Indeed, whole sermons. are like 
whole: joints, for men to manage; but catechizing is mince 
meat, shred into questions and answers, fit for children to eat, 
and easy for them to digest. While the minister may also, for 
the edification of those of riper years, enlarge and dilate him- 
self on both, as he seeth just occasion.” 

In concluding these remarks, the Committee are anxious to 
call the attention:of Churchmen, in this Diocese, to the impor- 
tance of bestowing a liberal patronage on the periodical pub- 
lished by the General Episcopal S. S. Union, viz.. «The 
Journal of Christian Education.” Its present editors are the 
Rev. Benjamin O. Peers and the Rev. Benjamin I. Haight; 
and, under their auspices, the ‘ Journal” is exerting a very 
valuable influence upon the great interests of ‘‘ Christian edu- 
cation.” The editors manifest a gratifying ability and in- 
dustry in elucidating and vindicating the principles of baptismal 
education, embodied in the Book of Common Prayer. The 
Committee gladly embrace this opportunity of bearing their 
testimony to the excellence of the ‘ Journal,’”’ and of recom- 
mending it to the..support and perusal of Sunday School 


teachers and heads of families. 
_ Henry WarTeERMAN, | 


GrorcE S. WarDWELL. 
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G. 


Parochial Weports. 
Trinity Church, Newport. 


Tue records of this church exhibit, at Easter, communi- 
cants, 110; baptisms, 14, (11 infants, 3 adults ;) confirmed, 3; 
burials, 12. 

Since Easter, communicants added, 8; total, 118. Mar- 
riages, 2. Burials, lL. Francis Vinton, Minister. 


St. Stephen’s Church, Providence. 


The undersigned resigned the office of Rector of this new 
church at Easter. 

In July he administered the first communion to 17 persons, 
and at every subsequent communion added numbers, amount- 
ingin all to 30. Total communicants, 49. Confirmations, 138. 
Baptisms: adults, 11; infants, 3. Marriages, 4— two not of 
the parish. Burials, 4— not of the parish. 

During the same period arrangements were made for build- 
ing a stone church, and before Easter the building was begun. 
It is a satisfactory reflection that the spiritual charge of the 
parish was resigned for a season to a faithful pastor, and also 
that in the future Rector the church will have an able minister 
of the New Testament. And, above all, the blessing of God 
already vouchsafed, while it calls for renewed labors and de- 
vout thanksgiving, is believed to be an earnest of a fuller effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit. 

Francis Vinton, late Rector. 


I assumed the temporary charge of this parish April 22d, 
1840, to continue only for the period intervening between the 
resignation of the Rey. Mr. Vinton up to August or September, 
the time when the Rev. Mr. Leeds, the Rector elect, is expect- 
ed to enter upon his duties. 

There w¢re at that time belonging to the parish 48 commu- 
nicants; added since, 2; present number, 50. Baptisms, 2, 
adults. Confirmations, 7. Sunday school teachers, 15; num- 
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ber of scholars, about 100; volumes in library, 275. Mission- 
ary and charitable contributions, about $50. 
My usual services are, preaching three times on the Lord’s 
day, a prayer-meeting on Tuesday evening, and a lecture on 
Friday evening. There seems to be a general seriousness and © 
a pervading interest on the all-important subject of religion 
throughout the congregation, and I think the parish may be 
said to be prosperous both in a temporal and spiritual point of 
view. ‘They have commenced the erection of a new church, 
the corner-stone of which was laid on Monday of the-present 
week, which is to be a commodious and substantial edifice of 
stone, to be completed and ready for consecration some time 
in the ensuing autumn. May the great Head of the Church 
continue to smile upon this interesting little flock ! 
Joun H. Rousn, officiating Minister. 


St. John’s Church, Providence. 
To tHe Bisnor or THE DiocEsE: 


Rt. Rev. Sir,—For a long series of years St. John’s Church 
has moved on in the old ways, with a process so uniform, that, 
if the past affords any rule by which to judge of the future, 
there can be little difficulty in finding her position in the path 
of life, and annual reports would seem to be superfluous. Her 
progress in that path is slower than we in our eagerness would 
have it ;\and yet we have gratefully to acknowledge that, by 
the blessing of God, it has at all times been singularly steady, 
noiseless, and peaceful. Her numerical growth has not been 
so rapid at any time (except perhaps in 1816, when nearly 
seventy joined her communion) as might be desired, and yet 
not a few have been with us; and we humbly hope that the 
cause of her divine Head has received instrumentally substan- 
tial aid from her example, her contributions and prayers. 

We have deemed it safest and best not to vary the means 
and appliances to which we have long been accustomed, al- 
though to this perhaps some may ascribe the fact that while our 
worshipping assembly has been as numerous the past year as 
we have ever known it, and the disciples of Christ among us, 
in common with others, have been permitted to rejoice in the 
awakened sensibility to the things of religion which of late has 
pervaded many sections of the city, the accessions to her com- 
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munion have only been just about the same the present as in 
each preceding year during the last quarter of a century. If 
we are wrong in our steadfastness, we should like to receive 
instruction. 

T have baptized 24, of whom 9 were adults; and I mention 


’ this not because the canon requires me thus to distinguish be- 


tween the infant and the adult baptisms, but because the uni- 
versality of this gratuitous specification, in allitsnakedness, may 
be thought by some to indicate a sort of triumph that the pro- 
portion of adults is generally so great; whereas, it is, or 
ought to be, matter of grief that the ancient practice of the 
Church in reference to the baptism of infants should be so lit- 
tle regarded, and her present doctrine upon the point so little 
practised. 

I have received to the Lord’s supper 22, of whom several en- 
joyed the privilege but once before they were taken, we trust, 
into the more immediate presence of Him whose body and 
blood that sacrament not only represents but exhibits. 

Of marriages, there have been 4, and of burials 21. 22 
have been confirmed. Whole number of communicants a little 
short of 200. Our Sunday school, though for a while it seem- 
ed to languish, has revived, and is now in quite an interesting 
state. ‘he missionary and other contributions have been little 
if at all affected by the embarrassments of the times. As to 
contributions, perhaps, in justice and by way of encouragement 
it should be said, that, while St. John’s Church gave, the last 
year, to various religious and charitable objects, considerably 
over $2000, she has in the course of eight years given to the 
Convocation alone nearly $4000, never less than $400 a year, 
some years $430, one year $475, and one about $800. And 
itis a fact that naturally connects itself with the preceding, and 
is of some interest to us all, that during that period the ladies 
of the Church in Rhode Island have contributed, and the Con- 
vocation in their behalf has expended, for the promotion of re- 
ligion within the State, not much, if any less than $16 000,—a 
small sum indeed when put in the scale against one never-dy- 
ing soul, and yet quite a large sum, as the world estimate these 
matters ; large enough, we trust, to save us from the charge of 
extravagance and fanaticism in our appropriations to the for- 


eign missionary department. 
N. B. Crocker. 
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Grace Church, Providence. 


Since the last Convention 28 persons have been baptized in 
this church, 13 infants and 15 adults; 25 persons have been 
added to the communion, and 20 have been confirmed. 'There 
have been 8 burials and 7 marriages. 

During the year a new lecture-room has been erected by the 
parish, in which the sessions of the Sunday. school are now 
held. The number of teachers is 32, and of scholars about 
150. It will be seen that this statement shows a reduction in 
the number of the pupils since the last report. This is in con- 
sequence of the comparatively small dimensions of the new 
room, which cannot well accommodate more than our present 
number of scholars. 

Since the last year the festivals of the Church have been 
regularly observed, and the services of those occasions been 
found to be profitable. 

The general condition of the parish continues to be pros- 
perous. AuexanperR H. Vinton, Rector. 


St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown. 


In presenting a report of St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown, 
it will be proper to remark that small things cannot be com- 
pared with large, but small with small. The hearty reception 
of Christ is there little observable, fervent love of God little 
manifest, and the comforting influence of the Holy Ghost and 
the sweet fellowship of Christian sympathy, it is to be feared, 
little generally experienced. Probably also a knowledge of 
these blessings is not highly estimated, and consequently not 
greatly desired. Yet still encouraging circumstances are pre- 
sented. The whole of the members received into that church 
are six by baptism, and one member from Zion Church has 
removed into the parish. Of these six, three manifesting 
hopeful symptoms of. conversion have been lately received. 
Two of them were baptized and confirmed when the Bishop 
visited the island last April, and the third was added the Sun- 
day before the last: On inquiry from those for some time ac- » 
quainted with the state of things, the reply is, that attendance 
on public worship and attention to religious subjects are more 
general among the inhabitants than before known, and the lib- 
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erality of the people in support of the means of grace has in- 
creased threefold. 

The undersigned, who began his ministry in that parish with 
the commencement of January last, feels it a privilege to take 
this opportunity to acknowledge the cordial hospitality he has 
experienced, being kindly received from house to house wher- 
ever he went, and living among them from that time to this 
free of expense. 

Of the six members above mentioned, one, baptized by his 
predecessor, Rev. Samuel Penny, Jr. after a lingering sickness, 
which she endured with cheerful confidence in Christ, died 
this spring, triumphant in christian faith. 

This report is respectfully presented by 

JoHNn SuDDARD. 


St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth. 


Since the last Annual Convention, there have been added 
to the communion 2. One has been suspended, 5 dismissed, 
and 1 died. ‘Total, 18 communicants. 

There have been 2 infant baptisms, 2 funerals, and 1 mar- 
riage. Our Sunday school remains small, but is regularly at- 
tended. It is with thankfulness that I can speak of the 
ladies” sewing circle, which has prosecuted its duties with 
most commendable zeal; and its efforts have been successful 
beyond any former year since the formation of the parish: its 
receipts have been more than $70. A suitable dwelling-house 
for the Rector having been always very much needed, the cor- 
poration, some time in March, determined to make an effort 
for building; and a very neat little cottage has consequently 
been erected. In this they have been aided to nearly one half 
the expense, by the kind liberality of Churchmen in neighbor- 
ing towns. ‘There have been raised for various other chari- 
table purposes $18 65. 

But, while with gratitude to God we would acknowledge our 

prosperity in external things, we have to lament and be hum- 

bled that we have made but little advance in spiritual things. 

We trust, however, that the Lord, who has been watering the 

dty and barren portions of his vineyard, making them to blos- 
A* 


42 Appendiz. 


som and yield abundant fruit, may yet in his good time pour 


out his grace upon us, and give us a rich harvest. 
R. E. Nortsam. 


Emanuel Church, Manville. 


The Rector of this Church entered upon the discharge of 
his duties in January last. Previous to this, the parish had been 
destitute of regular ministerial services for about eighteen 
months; and of course its interests in every respect’ were 
found in a condition of decay. But, under the blessing of 
God, our prospects have brightened, and we confidently look 
forward to a period when the Lord will manifest his special 
presence among us, and his name be adored in the beauties of 
holiness. 

The building in which the services were formerly held is 
now being enlarged to nearly twice its original dimensions: 
an ample vestry will be appended, and all the usual conven- 
iences for worship liberally provided. In the course of about 
two months, it is expected that the church will be ready for 
consecration. 

The liberality and promptness with which these preparations 
have been forwarded by the parish cannot, indeed, be too 
much commended. No expense has been or will be spared 
for the purpose of rendering this house of God, so far as ex- 
ternal facilities are concerned, a meet place for his presence. 
Our prayer is, that the “glory of the Lord” may fill it, and 
that multitudes may here be gathered into the fold of the Re- 
deemer. If a hope may be built upon present appearances, 
the time, we trust, is not far distant when this prayer will be 
realized. The attendance upon church has been uniformly 
very good, and an attention manifested, which we cannot but 
think will ripen into permanently serious impressions, __ 

The Sabbath is occupied in the following manner: in the 
morning the Sunday school is assembled, and the instruction 
of the children substituted for the usual morning service; in 
the afternoon and evening, the regular services of the Church 
are performed. 

A ladies’ sewing circle has been organized, which holds its 
meetings on every Thursday evening. 
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A Bible class and teachers’ meeting is held on every Friday 
evening. 

The records of the church furnish the following statement: 
added to the communion, by removal from other churches, 2. 
Marriages, 1. Funerals, 1. Sunday school, average attend- 
ance, from 50 to 60; number of teachers, 7. 

SamureL Penny, Jr. Rector. 


St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. 


As minister pro tem, the undersigned respectfully reports, 
that, although he has been enabled to do but little duty, com- 
paratively, during the past conventional year, the prospects 
of this parish are more encouraging than ever before. A 
divine spirit is evidently moving among the people, and will 
prevail. . 

Four persons have been received into full communion. Five 
have been buried; and there have been two marriages. 

The Sunday school continues about the same as at the last 
report ; and an equal or rather an increased zeal in the ladies’ 
sewing circle is manifested by the pledge of fifty dollars, 
already made to your Missionary Board, for the current year. 

LemvueL Buree, Minister pro tem. 


Christ Church, Lonsdale. 


By the records of Christ Church, there have been, the last 
year, baptisms, 8; 6 adults and 2 infants, Added to com- 
munion, 7, who are candidates for confirmation. Marriages, 
4. Funerals, 7. 

The Rey. Mr. Janson resigned his charge of this parish in 
November, and the Rey. T. G. Salter was engaged to preach 
until Haster following. The Rev. C. C. Taylor, of Amesbury, 
has accepted an invitation to the rectorship of this church, and 
will commence his labors on the first of July next. 


C. C. Dexter, Walon 


Jona. BrinGEs, 


St. Michael's Church, Bristol. 


During the past year, through the Divine blessing, we have 
good reason to believe that several of our young people have 
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been hopefully converted, though not yet making a profes- 
sion, and that several more are sincerely seeking a Saviour. 
Twenty infants, and one adult, have been baptized. Nine mar- 
riages, and fourteen burials have occurred. Seven communi- 
cants have been added, and six have died: the whole number 
is 287. The religious services have been the same as in the 
preceding year; and, notwithstanding the severe pressure of 
the times, the parish has contributed $1690 for religious and 
charitable objects. Our Maternal Association still continues 
its labors of love; and, lately, the female prayer-meeting has 
been revived. May great grace and mercy be vouchsafed 


to it. 
Joun Bristep, Rector. 


Zion Church, Newport. 


The Rector of Zion Church, Newport, respectfully reports 
to the Convention of the Church in Rhode Island, for the year 
1840, as follows, viz.: 

Baptisms: adults, 2; infants, 2. Marriages,I. Burials, 7. 
Sunday school scholars, 240; Sunday school teachers, 27. 
Books in libraries, 550. Communicants: added, 5; removed, 
5; total, 150. 

The contributions to missionary and other benevolent ob- 
jects have been somewhat increased during the current year, 
the Ladies’ Convocation Society having, in addition to their 
customary offerings, contributed $100 to the church in Michi- 
gan, and a special donation of $25 to the mission in Africa. 
To this society the young parish of Zion Church is much in- 
debted, also, for their timely and liberal aid in its support and 
improvement. They have added, this year, to the list of their 
benefactions, a present of a complete set of window-blinds 
for the church; and, having already repaid into the treasury of 
the Convocation a much larger sum than was originally appro-. 
priated by them towards the establishment of this church, they 
have assumed an obligation to contribute largely toward the 
reduction of a remaining church debt, —a debt which was in- 
curred in consequence of the parish having undertaken at too 
early a period to provide for its own, support, independently of 
missionary aid.. nie 

Joun West, Rector. 
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* Church of the Ascension, Wakefield. 


This parish was formed by the Rev. Francis Vinton, who 
has taken a deep interest in its prosperity ; and, through his 
instrumentality, a commodious church has been erected and 
handsomely furnished. On being introduced into the parish, 
I found it in its infant state, having only six communicants 
who attended divine worship at Tower Hill. 

The church not being finished, and no room to be obtained 
for religious services, I have preached once every Lord’s day 
at Kingston. ‘Through the blessing of God our church is now 
finished, and was consecrated by our venerable Bishop on the 
3d instant. The congregation was large, the services pecu- 
liarly solemn and interesting. 

For the future, my labors will be divided between Tower 
Hill and this parish, for which I beg an interest in the prayers 
of my brethren. The number of communicants is the same 
as the last report; and ‘‘the harvest is still great.” The ex- 
ertion of a little band of ladies has been very praiseworthy in 
this good work. 

W. H. Newman. 


St. Peter’s Church, Kingston. 


This parish became deprived of an officiating clergyman 
when the Rev. Francis Vinton removed to St. Stephen’s 
Church, Providence. Lay services were then commenced by 
Lieutenant A. A. Harwood, U. 8. Navy, who was licensed by 
the Bishop of the Diocese for this object, and which he pur- 
sued with praiseworthy zeal. He is for the present absent on 
professional duties. In January last, I undertook to officiate 
once on the Sabbath, until the Church of the Ascension was 
finished at Wakefield; and on the 31st of May my regular 
services closed at Kingston. 

The communicants have attended with much seriousness 
upon the means of grace, and other persons also. I regret 
that this interesting flock and kind people are at present with- 
out either a clergyman or Jay reader; and I hope, as strength 
is afforded me, occasionally to give them the services of the 
church. An interesting sewing circle meet once a week ; and 
a small Sabbath school is under the care of a few ladies. In 
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this parish I have administered the communion once trans 
ferred one by letter to another parish; and buried one com- 
municant in the hope of the gospel. Present number of com- 
municants, 16. 


W. H. Newman. 


St. Pauls Church, Tower Mill. 

Having recently entered upon my labors in this parish, my 
knowledge of the state of the flock is limited. I found the 
parish had been destitute of a pastor, and also of lay services, 
for some time, and the aspect of things discouraging. 

I have the satisfaction to see the congregation increase every 
Sabbath ; and, although in this report I can relate little that is 
cheering of the temporal oar spiritual state of the parish, I 
desire to be thankful that the younger part of the congregation 
are awakened to their duty, and appear attentive to the means 
of grace. ‘ Who knoweth but the Lord will return and leave 
a blessing?” I have organized a Sabbath school, which prom- 
ises well, having commenced with 35 children. In this par- 
ish I have buried one, and married one couple. I have not at 
present been able to find the number of communicants placed 
on the church records, and have concluded it best not to make 
an incorrect return. 


W. H. Newman. 


St. Paul’s Church, North Providence. 


- During the last conventional year, the congregation of St. 
Paul’s Church has increased more than on any previous year; 
but I regret to state that additions to the communion have been 
few. ‘Twenty-five dollars have been raised for education, and 
more than $200 for missions. The Sunday school is very 
flourishing. It consists of 30 teachers and 175 scholars. Con- 
nected with the school there is a library of about 425 volumes. 
I have attended 48 funerals, 5 only in my own parish; bap- 
tized 8; and married 18. Number of communicants, 148. 
GeorGe Tart, Rector. 


Christ Church, Westerly. 


The subscriber would respectfully report that he left the 
parish of Christ Church, Westerly, on the 26th of December, 
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1839, under the deep conviction that the providence of God 
directed to another field. Nothing but this deep conviction 
could have induced him to rend asunder those tender ties 
which for more than five years have bound him to that much- 
loved community. | 

During the six months, from June to December, 1839, the 
parish continued steadily advancing in all their efforts to ex- 
tend the cause of Christ among their fellow-men. The various 
societies connected with the parish have been in successful 
operation. 

The records for the above six months show, communicants 
added, 6; died, 3; removed, 3; present number, 118.. Con- 
firmed, 2. Baptized adults, 5. Married, 3. Buried, 8. 

James Pratt, former Rector. 


St. James’s Church, Woonsocket. 


Baptisms, 18, of which 5 were adults. Marriages, 5. Fu- 
nerals, 8. Communicants: added, 16; removed, 5; died, 1; 
present number, 70. Confirmed, 23. Pupils in the Sunday 
school, 130.5 teachers, 16. 

The plan of * weekly offerings” in behalf of missionary and 
other benevolent purposes, mentioned in our last report as 
having been adopted in this parish on the Ist January, 1839, 
is still continued, although we fear that it is not very gener- 
ally prosecuted in the congregation. The amount of ‘ offer- 
ings” for the year ending December, 1839, was upwards of 
one hundred and seventy dollars, a sum far exceeding the con- 
tributions of any preceding year. 

The ladies’ sewing circle has also accomplished more 
during the past year than it has ever done before; having rais- 
ed, by subscription and by the needle, the sum of $100- 

The services of the sanctuary have continued the same as 
stated in the last report, excepting that the leading festivals 
and fasts of the Church have been more regularly and (it is 
hoped) more faithfully observed. Notwithstanding the forma- 
tion of a new congregation in the village, the demand for 
seats in St. James’s Church has never been so great as at 
present. We feel authorized in representing the parish as in 
a thriving condition. 

Henry Waterman, Rector. 
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St. Mark’s Church, Warren. 


The Rector of St. Mark’s Church, Warren;.reports, burials, 
il; marriages, 1; baptisms, (1 adult and 12 infants,) 13. 
Six have been added to the communion, four have removed; 
present number, 114. 

The Sunday school consists of about 150 scholars, and 20 
teachers ; average attendance of scholars and teachers, 1380. 
Volumes in the Sunday school library, about 300. 

Weekly offerings for the last year to Easter, about $277, 
and other charitable contributions about $250. 

This church in all its temporal interests is prosperous and 
encouraging. 

Gro. W. Haraway. 


RECAPITULATION OF PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 
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Report of the Conmnmittee appotuted ta revise the 
Coustitution and Canons. 


Tue Committee appointed by the ]Jast Convention to revise 
the Constitution and Canons ef the Church in Rhode Island, 


beg leave to report the following: 


CONSTITUTION 


OF THE PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE DIOCESE OF 
RHODE ISLAND. 


ArticLte I, This Church accedes to the Constitution of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America, 
and also to the Constitution of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Eastern Diocese. 

ArticLe If, There shall be a stated Convention of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in this Diocese on the second 
Tuesday in June in each year, in such place as the Convention 
shall determine. Special meetings of the Convention may be 
called by the Bishop, with the advice and consent of the 
Standing Committee. If the Episcopate be vacant, special 
meetings may be called by the Standing Committee. No 
business shall be transacted at any special meeting other than 
is specified in the notice calling such meeting. 

Articte III. Every Convention shall be opened with 
prayer, followed by a sermon, or by an address from the 
Bishop, and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper; after which 
the President and Secretary of the preceding Convention shall 
take their places, when the Secretary shall call the names of 
the clergy, and receive and read the certificates of the lay 
Delegates. The Secretary of the Convention shall then be 
chosen, and the records of the preceding Convention shall be 
read, and the necessary Committees appointed. The morning 
service of the Church, or a special service appointed by the 
Bishop, shall be performed every day during the session of the 
Convention. | 

Articte IV. ‘The Bishop shall preside in the Convention; 
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but, when absent, the President shall be chosen by ballot from 
among the clerical members of the Convention. 

Articte V. The Convention shall be composed of the 
clergy officiating in the parishes in this Diocese, and also of 
such clergymen as are employed as instructors in any incorpo- 
rated seminary of learning in this Diocese, and of missionaries 
officiating in this Diocese, under the direction of the ecclesias- 
tical authority of the Diocese, and of ministers whose age and 
infirmities prevent the exercise of their clerical functions, and 
of chaplains of army and navy of the United States belonging 
to this Diocese, and also of lay Delegates, not exceeding four 
from each parish in union with this Convention, who shall 
present certificates, signed by the Wardens or the parish 
clerk, that they are duly chosen. 

ArticLe VI. New parishes may, by a vote of this Conven- 
tion, be admitted into union with it on presenting written evi- 
dence under the authority of the Wardens and Vestry, that 
they are duly organized, and accede to the Constitution and 
Canons of the General Convention, and also of the Convention 
of this Diocese. ) 

ArticLte VII. The Convention being duly organized, the 
members present shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
of business ; and upon all questions the members shall delib- 
erate in one body, and in voting shall vote by individuals. But 
if in any case it be required by any three members, the two 
orders shall vote separately, and in such case the laity shall 
vote by congregations, and the concurrence of both orders 
shall be necessary to constitute a decision. 

ArticLe VIII. The Secretary shall be chosen by ballot 
from among the members of the Convention, and he shall re- 
main in office until the next Convention, and until the appoint- 
ment of a successor. 

Articte IX. A Treasurer, who shall be a layman, shall 
be elected annually, and shall continue in office during the 
pleasure of the Convention. It shall be his duty to render to 
the Convention an annual report in writing of his doings _ 
of the state of the treasury. | 

Arricte X. A Standing Committee, ociusistiog of thrée 
clergymen and three laymen, who shall be communicants of 
this Church, shall be appointed’ by the Convention annually, 
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and shall continue in office until the election of a new commit- 
tee. They shall keep a record of their proceedings, and shall 
report the same to the Convention at its annual meeting. A 
majority shall be a quorum for all purposes, except those for 
which the Canons of the General Convention require a larger 
number. 

Articte XI. Deputies to the General Convention shall be 
chosen by ballot at the annual meeting next preceding the 
meeting of the General Convention, and shall continue in of- 
fice at least three years. The clerical deputies shall be nomi- 
nated by the clergy, and the lay deputies by the laity; and the 
persons so nominated shall then be chosen by a concurrent 
vote of the two orders. Should any delegate decline such ap- 
pointment, he shall, within one month after his appointment, so 
inform the Bishop, or (if there be no Bishop) the president of 
the Standing Committee ; whereupon the Bishop, or (if there 
be no Bishop) the Standing Committee shall forthwith pro- 
vide a substitute. 

Articite XII. Whenever the episcopate shall become va- 
cant, the Standing Committee shall call a special Convention, 
to be held in the city of Providence within three months after 
such vacancy shall have occurred, and shall give written no- 
tice of the same at least four weeks previous to said meeting 
to each parish in union with the Convention. The Convention 
thus assembled may immediately proceed to the election of a 
Bishop, or make any other provision for the episcopal super- 
vision of the Diocese. 

Articte XIII. The election of a Bishop shall proceed in 
the following manner: The two orders haying separated, the 
clergy shall appoint, by ballot, a person for that office; where- 
upon their choice shall be made known to the order of lay 
Delegates, and, if approved of by them, the candidate so ap- 
pointed shall be declared to be duly elected. In any such 
election, a majority of each order shall determine the 
choice. | 

Arricte XIV. Canons for the government of the Church, 
and Rules of Order for the conducting of business, may be 
adopted from time to time by the Convention. 

Articte XV. The mode of altering this Constitution shall 
be as follows: A proposition of amendment shall be intro- 
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duced in writing and eonsidered in the Convention, and, if ap- 
proved of, shall lie over to the next Convention ; and, if again 
approved of in that Convention by a majority of the two or- 
ders voting thereon separately, the change shall take place, 
and the Constitution so altered shall be valid and obligatory. 


Norse. The above Constitution was read, considered and 
approved in Convention, as above printed, and is to be sub- 
mitted to the next Convention for their final action, according 
to the provision of the Constitution under which the Church 
is now organized. 

Francis Vinton, Secretary. 


REPORTED CANONS. 


CANON I. 
Neglect of Parochial Reports. 


In order to secure a full and accurate view of the state of 
the Church, in case the requisitions of the 51st Canon of the 
General Convention on this subject be not complied with by 
the Minister, or other proper authority of any parish, it shall 
be the duty of the Convention to cause inquiry to be made into 
its condition. 


CANON Il. 
t 


Offences for which Ministers may be tried. 


Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral conduct, neglect of 
duty, engaging in any worldly avocations palpably incompati- 
ble with the clerical office and the due discharge of pastoral 
duty, disregard of the Constitution and Canons of the General 
and Diocesan Conventions, a continued non-attendance at the 
annual Convention of the Church in this Diocese, disseminat- 
ing or countenancing opinions contrary to the doctrines of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States, are offences 
for which a clergyman ought to be censured, and for which, 
when accused, he may be brought to trial. 


4 


~ 
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CANON III. 
Mode of trying Clergymen. 


If any clergyman of this Church offend in any one or more 
of the instances enumerated in the foregoing Canon, com- 
plaint may be made to the Standing Committee, which shall 
be done in writing by two persons, who shall be communicants, 
and one of whom shall be a presbyter of this Church. 

The Standing Committee, if they deem the charges well 
founded, shall present said clergyman to the Bishop for trial. 

The Bishop shall thereupon summon a jury of three presby- 
ters, who shall be the judges both of the law and the facts; 
the Standing Committee shall act as prosecutors in the case, 
and shall give the accused a copy of the charges presented to 
the Bishop, and also sixty days’ notice of the time and place of 
the trial. Neither party shall employ a layman as advocate. 

If the accused shall not appear at the trial, the judgment of 
the court shall proceed against him by default, and he shall be 
suspended from the exercise of his clerical functions for the 
space of six months. And if during that period he shall not 
apply for atrial, he shall then be degraded from the ministry. 

The judgment of the court shall in all cases be made known 
in writing to the accused, and to the Vestry of his church, to- 
gether with the charges and specifications, and an outline of 
the evidence produced on the trial, if it shall be demanded by 
the accused. 

If the Bishop approve the judgment, he shall within thirty 
days proceed to administer the discipline prescribed by the 
court. 

Should the Bishop disapprove the decision of the court, he 
may at his discretion summon anew court and order a new 
trial ; and the judgment of the second court shall be final, and 
the Bishop shall then proceed to execute it as above. 


CANON IV. 
Offences for which Communicants may be disciplined. 


The offences for which any communicant of this Chureh 
may be subjected to discipline, are gaming, attendance on 
theatrical or any other corrupting amusement, the general neg- 
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lect of public worship or of the holy communion, or the viola- 
tion of the decalogue. 


CANON V. 
Discipline of Communicants. 


Communicants who shall neglect the holy communion or an 
attendance on public worship for the space of six months, 
without a reason satisfactory to the Rector of the church, 
shall be suspended from the communion. For any of the 
other offences enumerated in Canon IV the manner of disci- 
pline shall be as follows : 

The Rector shall first admonish the offender, and if there 
shall within a reasonable time appear no satisfactory proof of 
repentance, the Rector may then request the advice of five 
impartial communicants of the church of which the offender is 
connected; and if, on due investigation of the evidence, they 
shall, by a vote of the majority, pronounce the offender worthy 
of discipline, the Rector shall forthwith repel him from the 
communion. In every instance of repelling, the Rector shall 
give notice to the Bishop, (as provided in the 42d Canon of 
the General Convention.) Should the communicant so repell- 
ed appeal to the Bishop, the Bishop shall. summon a council of 
five presbyters, (of which he shall be president,) to decide up- 
on the case. Should the council reverse the judgment of the 
Rector, the repelled communicant is restored, and should they 
confirm his decision, the communicant is repelled. 


| CANON VI. 
Board of Missions. 


The missionary operations of the Church in this Diocese 
shall be conducted by a Board of Missions, to be called the 
Missionary Convocation of the Church in Rhode Island, con- 
sisting of such of the clergy in the Diocese entitled to seats in 
the Convention as shall pledge to the treasury of the Board for 
the missionary purposes of the same an annual sum equal to 
at least one tenth of their respective salaries. The Board 
shall report annually to the Convention their proceedings, to- 
gether with an account of their receipts and expenditures, and 
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a general statement of the condition and prospects of their 
missionary stations. 

The Bishop of the Diocese shall be, ex officio, President of 
the Board, and no appointment of missionaries shall be made 
unless approved of by him, according to the conditions of the 
30th Canon of the General Convention. 

The Treasurer of this Board shall be a layman of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church. 


CANON VII. 
Board of Education. 


There shall be appointed annually by the Convention a 
Board of Education, consisting of two clergymen and one lay- 
man, to whom shall be intrusted the appointment of young 
men to be educated for the ministry of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church. A report of their doings shall be presented an- 
nually to the Convention, and pledges shall be solicited from 
the clergy and laity of the several churches for the objects of 
the Board. 

The beneficiaries of the Board shall be subject to its direc- 
tion and control, except in those instances when a church or 
an individual shall alone establish a scholarship, contributing 
a sum not less than seventy-five dollars, when the church or 
individual so contributing shall appoint and direct the educa- 
tion of the incumbent. If any scholarship so instituted shall 
be vacant for the space of six months, the money pledged for 
its support shall still be paid and applied to the general pur- 
poses of the Board. 


CANON VIII. 


Board of Sunday Schools. 


There shall be appointed annually by the Convention a 
Board, to consist of two clergymen and one layman, to whom 
shall be intrusted the supervision of the Sunday schools of the 
Church within the Diocese. The said Board shall organize 
themselves by electing a chairman and secretary, and who 
shall make an annual statistical report of the Sunday schools 
within the Diocese, and accompanied with such facts and sug- 
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gestions as they shall deem to be interesting and calculated 
to promote the Sunday school cause. 


CANON IX. 
Bishop's Fund. 


It shall be the duty of the Treasurer of this Convention to 
receive the annual contributions of the parishes in this Dio- 
cese for the support of the Bishop, and to transmit the same 
to the Treasurer of the Eastern Diocesan Convention, and re- 
port the amount annually to this Convention. 


CANON X. 
Alterations of the Canons. 


Forasmuch as frequent legislation, or any needless fluctua- 
tion in the rules and regulations of the Church is to be avoid- 
ed, as being both troublesome and dangerous, it is hereby de- 
clared that no alteration in the Canons of the Diocese shall be 
made, unless it be approved by the Convention on one day, 
and confirmed by a majority of both orders the day after. 


CANON XI. 
Convention Sermons and Episcopal Charges. 


A sermon preached at the opening of the Convention shall 
be at its entire disposal, to be published by its order, but not 
otherwise. 

Episcopal Charges delivered before the Convention shall be 
published by the same, without any motion in relation thereto. 


ALEXANDER H. Vinton, 
Gro. W. Hatuaway, } commits 
Wm. G. Gopparp, 
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LIST OF THE CLERGY 


OF THE 


Wrotestant Gytscopal Church tw Whove Kslanyd. 


The Rt. Rev. ALEXANDER VIETS GRISWOLD, 
D. D. Bishop of the Diocese. 

Rev. Joun Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol. 

_ Rev. Lemvet Borer, residing at Wickford. 

Rev. Naruan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s 
Church, Providence. 

Rev. Tuomas F. Faxes, Assistant Minister of St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Bristol. 


Rev. Georcr W. Harnaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 
Warren. 


Rev. Georce Leeps, Minister of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Providence. 

Rev. Witt1am H. Newman, Rector of Christ Church, 
Westerly. | 

Rev. Samuet Penny, Jr. Rector of Emanuel Church, 
Mannville. 

Rev. Joun H. Rouse, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Wick- 
ford. 


Rev. Joun Supparps, Minister of St. Matthew’s Church, 
Jamestown. 


4A fast of Clergy. 


Rev. Groner Tart, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North 
Providence. 

Rev. Cuarues C. Taytor, Rector of Christ Church, 
Lonsdale. 

Rev. Atexanper H. Vinron, Rector of Grace Church, 
Providence. 

Rev. Francis Vinton, Rector of Trinity Church, New- 
port. 

Rev. Henry Waterman, Rector of St. James’s Church, 
Woonsocket. 

Rev. Mizton Warp, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Ports- 
mouth. 

Rev. Joun West, Rector of Zion Church, Newport. 

Rev. Wiui1am H. Moore, Deacon, of the Diocese of New 
York, officiating at St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich. 

, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Tower Hall. 

, Rector of Church of the Ascension, Wakefield. 

, Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Kingston. 


LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 


CERTIFICATES OF WHOSE ELECTION BY THEIR RESPECTIVE CHURCHES 
WERE PRESENTED AND APPROVED. 


St. John’s Church, Providence. Austin Gurney, W. 
G. Goddard, William 'T’. Dorrence, and Benjamin Cowell. 

Grace Church, Providence. George S. Wardwell, Re- 
solved Waterman, Alexander Duncan, and Aaron Smith. 

St. Stephen’s Church, Providence. Joseph 8. Cook, 
Gideon Gurnett, William Burrough, and William Cole- 
man. 

Trinity Church, Newport. 8S. F. Gardner, J. H. Gil- 
liat, Christopher G. Perry, M. D. and George Hall. 

Zion Church, Newport. S.'T. Northam, 8. White- 
horne, A. Bush, and S. B. Vernon. 

St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth. John Burrington, 
Stephen Thomas, Joseph Thomas, and Albert C. Greene. 

St. Michaels Church, Bristol. George Pearse, John 
G. Harding, Benjamin Hall, and T'. J. Tanner. 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren. Haile Collins, George 
G. Hazard, Wm. Turner, and Nathan M. Wheaton. 

St. Paul’s Church, North Providence. Danforth L. 
Peck, Gideon L. Spencer, George Mumford, and James 
H. Mumford. 

St. James’s Church, Woonsocket. Randall Holden, 
John B. Walker, Eli Pond, Jr. and W. B. Sayles. 

Christ Church; Westerly. Lyndon Taylor, Horace 
Babéock, Stephen Smith, Jr. and Levi LL. Derby. 
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St. Luke’s Church, Hast Greenwich. David Penni- 
ger, and Joseph S. Tillinghast. | 

St. Paul’s Church, North Kingston. Allan M. Bates, 
Geo. B. Thomas, James Eldred, and H. N. Reynolds. 

Christ Church, Lonsdale. Warren Cooke, James M. 
Carpenter, Alexander B. Chace, and John L. Cooke, 

St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown. Sylvester Hazard, 
and John Eldred. 


Not represented by Laity,—St. Paul’s Church, Tower 
Hill ; St. Peter’s Church, Kingston ; Emmanuel Church, 
Manville ; and Church of Ascension, Wakefield. 


Journal, 


; Trinity Church, Newport, R. I. 

Tuesday, June 8, 1841. 

Tuts being the day and place appointed by the Con- 
stitution for the Annual Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Rhode Island, it assembled in 'Trin- 
ity Church, Newport, at half past 8 o’clock, A. M. 

After the morning,prayer, which was conducted by the 
Rector of the church, the Convention was organized, the 
Rev. John West being called to the chair. 

The roll was then called, and the following clergy- 
men answered to their names and took their seats: 


Rey. W: H. Newman, Rev. H. Waterman, 

Rev. Francis Vinton, Rev. John West, 

Rey. Milton Ward, Rev. W. H. Moore, of the Dio- 
Rev. John Suddards, cese of New York, officiat- 


ing in Rhode Island. 


The following lay delegates being qualified, answered 
to their names, and took their seats : 


S. F. Gardner, Lyndon Taylor, 
J. H. Gilliat, Horace Babcock, 
Ca.rerry, M. D. Stephen Smith, 
Levi L. Derby, George Pearse, 
Geo. Mumford, J. G. Harding, 
Randall Holden, J. B. Walker, 
J. Burrington, - J. S. Cooke, 

Stephen Thomas, A. Bush, 


Joseph Thomas, Allan M. Bates. 
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The Convention then proceeded to elect, by ballot, a 
Secretary of the Convention for the year ensuing : 

Whereupon the Rev. Francis Vinton was reélected 
Secretary, and Mr. William D. Lake was invited to be 
his assistant. 

The rules of order were then read and adopted, at 
the first rule. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That, owing to the sickness of the appoint- 
ed preacher of the Convention sermon, and in order to 
allow his substitute time for preparation, the Convention, 
when it shall adjourn till to-morrow, shall adjourn to half 
past 8 o’clock, for the holy communion and Convention 
sermon. : 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the visiting clergy and candidates for 
orders present be invited to the sittings of the Conven- 
tion. ; . 

The Rev. Francis Vinton a Lyndon Taylor were 
elected a Committee on ‘unfinished business.”? This 
Committee reported, and their report was accepted. 

The Parochial Reports were made the order of the day 
at 3 o’clock. 

On motion of the Rev. Francis Vinton, 

Resolved, That the election of the Standing Commit- 
tee and Delegates to the General Convention be made the 
order of the day, after the Parochial Reports, in the after- 
noon. 

After which the following officers were chosen, on 
nomination : 


Board. to Superintend Sunday Schools. 
CLERGY. . LAITY. 


Rey. George W. Hathaway, J. H. Gilliat. 
Rev. H. Waterman. 
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Board of Theological Education. 
CLERGY. LAITY. 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. William G. Goddard. 
Rev. George W. Hathaway. 


The Committee appointed to compile a History of the 
Church in Rhode Island, reported that the history was in 
progress, but as many valuable materials were yet to be gath- 
ered, begged leave to be continued till the next Convention. 

The report was accepted, and leave granted. 

At the suggestion of the Committee it was 

Voted, That it is inexpedient for the Committee to 
grant for publication the materials now in its possession, 
until the history be completed and reported to the Con- 
vention. 

Moved, that a Committee of Nominatidn of the Stand- 
ing Committee and Delegates to General Convention be 
appointed. Unanimously rejected. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Rev. Samuel Penny, Jr. be ap- 
pointed to preach the next Convention sermon, and that 
the Rev. Charles C. Taylor be his substitute. 

Rev. Lemuel Burge and John H. Rouse appeared and 
took their seats. 

At the suggestion of the chairman, the Rev. J. West, 

Resolved, 'To reconsider the vote making the election 
of Standing Committee and delegates to the General Con- 
vention the order of the day this afternoon, and that the 
Convention now proceed to vote for the said Committee 
and Delegates. 

Whereupon the following gentlemen were elected, by 


nomination, the Be nds 
Standing Committee. 


CLERGY. LAITY. 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. George Mumford, 
Rev. George Taft, Resolved Waterman, 
Rey. Alexander H. Vinton. Benjamin Cowell. 


2 
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The following clergymen were then chosen, by ballot, 


Delegates to the General Convention. 


CLERGY. LAITY, SUBSEQUENTLY CHOSEN, 
Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. William G. Goddard, 
Rey. A. H. Vinton, J. H. Gilliat, 
Rey. G. W., Hathaway, E. 8. Wilkinson, 
Rev. John West. Benjamin Hall. 


The following clergy then appeared and took their 
seats : : 
Rev. George Taft, Rev. N. B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. 

T. F. Fales, Rev. George W. Hathaway, Rev. George 
Leeds. 

The following lay delegates were qualified and took 
their seats: 

James M. Carpenter, Alexander B. Chace, John L. 
Cooke. 

After which the Convention adjourned, to meet at 3 
o’clock. 


Afternoon Session, 3 o'clock. 


The Convention assembled, and the following dele- 
gates were qualified and took their seats : 


Laity. — Geo. Hall, Wm. Burrough, Wm. Turner, Haile 
Collins, Nathan M. Wheaton, Wm. Coleman, Geo. S. 
Wardwell, Resolved Waterman, Alexander Duncan, Aaron 
Smith, Austin Gurney, Wm. G. Goddard, Wm. 'T. Dor- 
rance, B. Cowell, J. Eldred. 

Clergy.—Rev. A. H. Vinton. , 


Mr. W. G. Goddard then introduced resolutions relative 
to the organization of the Convention, which, after de- 
bate, were withdrawn. 

The{Parochial Reports were thenread. [Appendix.| It 
was moved to appoint a Committee to revise the Parochial 

Reports; but the duty was finally left with the Bishop, 
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and, in his absence, with the President of the Convention, 
agreeably to Canon vil. 1835. 

The gentlemen whose names are recorded as lay dele- 
gates to the General Convention were then elected by 
ballot. 

The Treasurer’s Report was then read, and referred to 
the Finance Committee for auditing. [See Appendix A.] 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the report on the deficiency in the 
Bishop’s fund be committed to the Finance Committee, 
and that they report to-morrow. [See Appendix E.] 

Resolved, That the consideration of the Constitution 
and Canons be made the order of the day this evening at 
8 o’clock. 

The Convention then adjourned to 8 o’clock in the 
evening. 


Evening Session, 8 o'clock. 
The Convention assembled. The Rev. C. C. Taylor 
appeared and took his seat. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the next Annual Convention be holden 
at St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

The order of the day, the consideration of the Consti- 
tution and Canons, was then called up. After consid- 
eration, and by a majority of the two orders voting thereon 
separately, the Constitution was again approved and 
ADOPTED. [See Appendix K.| 3 

The Canons reported at the last Convention were then 
read as far as the 6th Canon, and acted upon, as follows: 

On motion, 

Voted, That the 1st Canon be stricken out, and that the 
2d Canon be amended by calling it the Ist Canon. 

On motion, 

Voted, That the. 3d Canon be adopted, and called the 
2d Canon. 
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On motion, 

Voted, 'That the 4th Canon be stricken out. 

The 5th Canon was read, and an amendment was pro- 
posed, and its discussion was postponed. 

The 6th Canon was then called up and discussed, when, 

On motion of Rev. Dr. Crocker, 

Resolved, 'That the vote, adjourning the Convention to 
' the hour of 83 o’clock to-morrow morning, be reconsidered, 
and that the Convention meet at 6 o’clock for divine ser- 
vice, and at 10 o’clock for business. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet at 6 o’clock in 
the morning. 


Wednesday morning, 10 o’clock. 
The Convention met, according to adjournment, at 6 
o’clock, and divine service was conducted by Rev. H. Wa- 
terman. At 10 o’clock, the Convention assembled for busi- 


" ness. 


After the roll was called, the proceedings of yesterday 
were read, amended, and approved. 

The Canons were then called up and discussed. 

On motion‘of Rev. A. H. Vinton, Canon 5th was amend- 
ed, and passed as Canon 3. Canon 6th wasjamended, 
and passed as Canon 4. Canon 7th was passed as Canon 
5. Canon 8th was amended, and passed as Canon 6. 
Canon 9th was amended, and passed as Canon 7. Canon 
10th was amended, and passed as Canon 8. Canon 11th 
was rejected. 

The Canons were then adopted by a large majority of | 
both orders, voting separately. [See Appendix L. ] 

The Committee appointed to draft Rules of Order re- 
ported, and the rules were read, discussed, amended, and 
adopted. [See Appendix I.] 

The report of the Standing Committee was then read 
and accepted. [See Appendix F. ] 

The report of the Treasurer was read and uteepiad: 
[See Appendix A.] 
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The report of the Committee on Education was read 
and accepted. [See Appendix C.] 

Committee on the Deficiency in the Bishop’s Fund re- 
ported, and their report was accepted. [See Appendix E. | 

The Committee on Finance reported, and their report 
was accepted. [See Appendix D.| 

The Board to superintend Sunday Schools reported, 
and their report was accepted. [See Appendix G.] 

The report of the Board of Missions was read by Rev. 
G. W. Hathaway, amended and accepted. [Appendix B. | 

The following resolutions were then adopted, on motion 
of Rev. Milton Ward : 

Whereas, in the Providence of a wise and merciful God, 
our brother, the Rev. Robert E. Northam, Rector of St. 
Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, has been removed by death, 
therefore, : 

Resolved, That we deeply feel the loss which we have 
sustained in the death of the pious, devoted and faithful 
minister of Christ, so lately one of our number, and en- 
_ gaged with us in promoting the precious interests of the 
Redeemer’s kingdom. 

Resolved, 'That we deeply sympathize with the respect- 
ed widow and the other friends of the deceased, and with 
the parish of which he was Rector, in the sorrows which 
their sudden and most afflictive bereavement has occa- 
sioned. 3 

Resolved, That those of us who are consecrated to the 
same glorious work in which our brother was engaged, 
are admonished by his early departure to make full proof 
of our ministry, to redeem the time, to abound in holi- 
ness, faith, and zeal, and to prepare for rendering an ac- 
count of our stewardship to the Judge of quick and dead. 

Resolved, That, as a permanent testimony of our regard 
for the memory of the deceased, these resolutions be enter- 
ed on the Journal of this Convention, and that a copy 
of them be transmitted to the family of the deceased. 
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On motion of Mr. W. T’. Dorrance, seconded by Prof. 
Goddard, 

Resolved, That this Convention recommend to the Par- 
ishes of this Diocese to make a contribution at the close 
of the convocational services, for the payment of the trav- 
elling expenses of the clergy. 

Messrs. Alexander Duncan, J. S. Cooke, W. G. God- 
dard, B. Cowell, and W. 'T’. Dorrance, were excused for 
the remainder of the session. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the several churches be now called 
on for pledges for Theological Education for the ensuing 
year. Whereupon the following pledges were made : 


Grace Church, Providence, 3 scholarships. 

St. John’s Church “ 1 ra 

Trinity Church, Newport, 1 is 

St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 1 . 

St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence, $25 

John Henry Gilliat, 1 ea 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren, - on ee 

St. James’s Church, Woonsocket, —- 20 

Christ Church, Westerly, - - ail 

W. TT. Dorrance, ~ - - - 25 

W.G. Goddard, - - - - Dimi 1, 
J.S. Cooke, = - - - - ee 


Voted, That 1000 copies of the Journal of this Con- 
vention be printed, and distributed to Parishes in propor- 
tion to their respective assessments, and that the Secretary 
and J. H. Gilliat be a committee of publication. 

Voted, That the thanks of this Convention be present- 
ed to the Rector and Parish of Trinity Church, for their 
hospitality to this Convention. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That the 2d article of the Constitution be 
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amended by adding after the word “place,” the words 
“and hour. ” 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That the 11th Article of the Constitution be 
amended as follows, after the word ‘‘ committee,” 10th line, 
“Or, should any lay delegate be deceased, due notice shall 
be given accordingly by the Rector of the Parish.” 

Resolved, That the Convention adjourn to half past 7 
o’clock, and that, after sermon and the holy communion, 
the Convention adjourn, sine die. 

_ The proceedings of this Convention were then read, 
amended, approved, and ordered to be published. 

The Convention then adjourned to 74 o’clock, for divine 
service and communion. 

At 74 o’clock the Convention assembled. 'The ante- 
communion service was read by Rev. Wm. H. Newman, 
Rector of Christ Church, Westerly. The sermon was 
preached by Rev. A. H. Vinton, of Grace Church, Provi- 
dence; and the holy communion was administered by 
Rev. G. W. Hathaway, of St. Mark’s Church, Warren, 
assisted by Rev. Mr. Newman. At 10 o’clock, P. M. 
the Convention adjourned, sine die. 


FRANCIS VINTON, 
Secretary of the Convention. 
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A. 


Mr. The Prorestanr Episcopan Cuurcu of Rhode Island in account with L. Tavtor, Treasurer. @r 


1840. 1840. 
June 9. To balance brought tonew account, - - - - - $9 36 June 10. By cash received of St. John’s Church, Provi- 
db. at Ree paid Rev. James Pratt, for ‘postage, - - 98 dence,- - - - : ; - $12 00 
"4 Bishop, per order, - - = = - - 20.00 By cash received of Gn Chur Pr ovidence, - 12 00 
2 a for postage the last year, - - - - 30 - St. Stephen’s Church, do. - 600 
Dee. 1)..2° * “ J. B. Dow, for printing,- ~- - - - 63 00 PS is Trinity Church, Newport, - 1000 
1841. 3 “4 Zion Church, Newport, - - 1000 
April26. “ *: J. B. Dow, for balance of his Meg - 28 50 4 xi St. Paul’s Ch. N. Providence, 7 00 
June og. “Rev. F. Vinton’s bill, - - - 493 aoe «“ St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, 8 00 
. ze s Christ Church, Lonsdale, - 500 
$126 37 ce oh St. James’s Ch. Woonsocket, 5 00 
s ai . Christ Church, Westerly, - 5 00 
‘ i ¥é St. Paul’s Ch. Portsmouth, 2 00 
1841. = St. Paul’s Ch. Wickford, - 2 00 
June 8. To balance brought tonew account,- - - ~- = $32 37 4 - Ascension Ch. Wakefield, -< 2:00 
. 4 St. James’s Ch. Jamestown, - 1 00 
o « 66 ? c; oe 
There remains due from the following churches, for their last cs pic Mave oe wp a 5 
year’s assessment, the following sums, namely : June 8. By amount carried to new account, - - - - - 3237 
Mannville, - - - - - = = = = = - = £9 00 re, 
St. Luke’s, East Greenwich, om! goa” 9. ce Be 2 $126 37 
St. Paul’s, Tower Hill, ee at sae. pee a Newport, June 8th, 1841. 
St. Peter’ s, Kingston, 3 1 00 aieieiexBepied. 
: $7 00 
(Signed,) (Signed,) LYNDON TAYLOR, Treasurer. 


LYNDON TAYLOR, Treasurer. 
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B. 


Meport of the Doard of Piisstons. 


WirtH a grateful acknowledgment of the divine mercy which 
has preserved and prospered us through another year, the Mis- 
sionary Convocation of the Church in Rhode Island would, in 
compliance with the requisition of the Canon appointing them the 
Missionary Board of the Church in this State, respectfully present 
the following as their Annual Report. The better to correspond 
with an ecclesiastical year, and as it is more convenient for the 
missionaries and churches, whose engagements and parochial 
arrangements usually commence at Easter, the Convocation hold 
their annual meetings, for the election of officers, receiving 
pledges, and making appropriations, in the first week in April, 
and consider the convocational and missionary year as com- 
mencing with that month. Hence the annual report, with respect 
to its statistics, extends up to April last. - 

The Convocation have met eight times, in as many different 
parishes, during the year: at St. Paul’s Church, North Provi- 
dence, in June, during the annual Convention; at St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol, in August; at St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, in 
September; at Zion Church, Newport, in October; at St. Luke’s 
Church, East Greenwich, in December; at St. Mark’s Church, 
Warren, in February ; at Grace Church, Providence, in March ; 
and at St. John’s Church, Providence, in April, being the annual 
meeting: at all which times and places, besides the missionary 
business, religious services were held during two days. In some 
cases, these services were attended with an evident blessing; and 
in no case, we think, were they altogether without benefit. We, 
indeed, consider the religious services attending the convocational 
meetings in the different parishes as one of the chief excellences 
of our present peculiar organization as the Missionary Board of 
the Church; for it can’ be no less useful and important to the 
interests of religion, to awaken and sustain a lively spirituality 
and efficiency in churches already established, than the estab- 
lishing of new churches. 


~ 
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As appears from the 'Treasurer’s account, which is herewith 
presented, there was received into the missionary treasury, dur- 
ing the last convocational year, from annual pledges and _collec- 
tions at convocational meetings, the sum of $1676 56; all of. 
which has been appropriated-to feeble churches and missionary 
stations, as they severally had need, and in sums that will appear 
in the Treasurer’s account. | 

The following churches were assisted during the last year : 
St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth; St. Paul’s Church, Wickford ; 
St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown; St. Luke’s Church, Tower 
Hill; Ascension Church, Wakefield; St. Luke’s Church, East 
_ Greenwich; and St. Stephen’s Church, Providence. Respecting 
the condition of these churches, we would refer to the Parochial 
Reports presented to this Convention. ‘The churches at Tower 
Hill and Wakefield, which are united as one missionary station, 
are, we regret to state, destitute of a minister; the Rev. Mr. 
Newman, their late acceptable missionary, having accepted, at 
Easter, a call to the vacant rectorship of Christ Church, Wester-> 
ly. The Convocation have appointed a committee to cooperate 
with these churches, in procuring the services of a minister, and 
it is hoped that they may not be long destitute. St. Stephen’s 
Church, Providence, is also now vacant, by the resignation of 
the Rev: Mr. Leeds, the first of the present month; but it is 
_ hoped that this church will soon be supplied. The following 
churches, now independent and flourishing, are indebted to the 
Convoeation for their first foundation, and more er less of nursing 
care, namely: Zion Church, Newport; Christ Church, Westerly ; 
Christ Church, Lonsdale ; Emanuel Church, Mannville; and St. 
James’s Church, Woonsocket. One of the churches now aided, 
it is expected, will sustain itself after the present year. When 
we look back upon the blessing that has attended the labors of the 
Convocation, and around upon the wide-spread spiritual destitution 
that our State still presents, we feel that all, both clergy and 
laity, are urgently called upon to cooperate zealously with the 
Convocation, which is the missionary organ and agent of the 
Church, in their design and efforts to extend and establish the 
institutions of the gospel in every region within our borders. 

The following pledges were made to the Board, at their last 
annual meeting, for the present year, payable quarterly to the 
Treasurer, Samuel Whitehorne, Esq. of Newport. These 
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pledges were made by the members of the Board in behalf of 
their respective churches, but for the payment of which they 
hold themselves to be individually responsible. ‘The pledges are 
- nearly the same as those of the preceding year: 


St. John’s Church, Providence, - - - - - - $300 
Grace Church, Providence, - - - - - - - 3800 
Trinity Church, Newport, - - - - - - = 15 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, - - - - - - 100 
St. Paul’s Church, North Providence, - - - - 100 
St. Mark’s Church, Warren,- - - - - -.>- 100 
Zion Church, Newport, - - - - - - - - 100 
St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, - - - - - 80 
Christ Church, Westerly,- - - - - - - + 7 
St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, - - - - - - . 50 
St. Luke’s Church, Tower Hill, ae ie 
Ascension Church, Wakefield, 

St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, - -.- - - - 50 
St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich, - - - - 50 
Emanuel Church, Mannville, - :- - - - - 40 


Urgent calls are made from feeble churches for assistance, 
and appropriations have been made to meet them as far as the 
prospective resources of the Board would prudently justify. 
There is no present prospect that the Board will be able to estab- 
lish any new missionary station the present year, though it is 
their wish and intention so to do as soon as an increase of funds, 
or a diminution of calls upon them, shall enable them so to do. 
The Convocation have ever made it a principle, in their appro- 
priations, to assist those only who manifest a disposition to assist 
themselves, and to annually diminish the appropriation, as the 
assisted church shall be deemed able to do more towards its own 
support. 

The Board, with much reluctance and delicacy, would next 
present a subject which has been long and anxiously considered 
by them, and which, after mature deliberation, they feel that 
both justice to themselves and to the care entrusted to them, im- 
pels them to present to the consideration of this Convention. As 
most of the members of the Convocation are living on salaries 
scarcely adequate, with the strictest economy, to support them- 
selves and families, they have found the expenses of attending 
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the monthly meetings of the Convocation to be very inconvenient 
and burdensome ; consequently some attend but seldom, others 
irregularly, not unfrequently to the great disappointment of the 
people where the Convocation is appointed to be held, and to the 
detriment of the interests of religion and the Church. As the 
prosperity and success of the missionary cause, as well as the 
beneficial influence upon the churches of our convocational meet- 
ings, depend very much upon a full attendance of the members 
of the Convocation, it seems to be due to the sacred objects 
designed to be accomplished by the Convocation, that something 
be done to remove so great an obstacle from their way. We 
therefore respectfully request of this Convention, whose agents 
and servants we are, that they would appoint and authorize some 
way for the payment, in part, or in whole, of the expenses of the 
members and treasurer in their monthly attendance upon the 
meetings of the Board. It is proper to revert, on this subject, to 
the early practice of the Convocation. It was then found that 
the expense of travelling was an obstacle to a regular attend- 
ance on the part of the members, and it was resolved to provide 
for them by the expedient of taking up a collection in each 
church where the Convocation assembled in their monthly meet- 
ings. This is the origin of the convocational collections. 

In closing this report we feel it a melancholy duty to notice 
the death, and to record our high regard for the memory of, one 
of our number, whom Almighty God, in his wise but mysterious 
providence, suddenly removed from his labors to his reward. 
The Rev. Robert E. Northam, late rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Portsmouth, departed this life on the 28th of October last, leav- 
ing an afflicted family and parish to mourn his early and sudden 
death, Our departed brother had greatly endeared himself to 
the people of his charge, and to us his fellow-laborers in this 
portion of the Lord’s vineyard; but in the midst of his parochial 
usefulness he was suddenly called away, affording to us a solemn 
admonition that what we would do we must do quickly, for we 
know not the day nor the hour when the Son of man cometh. 

All which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the Missionary 
Convocation of the Church in Rhode Island. 


N. B. Crocker, Vice-President. 
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The Ruopve Istanp MIssIoNARY ConvocaTION 


Fora na a SRN SEES ARR SE TERE SS NT TT OREO NTE EW SG TS ae eee see 


1840. 


May 25. 
June 10. 


To cash paid Rev. John Suddards, on account.......ccccecscccccccccccs oMa0 00 


ee ss Rev. R. E. Northam, for balance due by vote of the Con- 


vocation, for building a parsonage at Portsmouth.........eeseercceseee 20 00 

July 7. To cash paid Rev. Henry Waterman, for one quarter to Ist June.,...2... 25 00 

iat adel bua 4c Rev. John Suddards, on account..... balddde cp dative dievies oa) ean! OO 

Ct OG: it ee Rev. Robert E. iy ortham, for one quarter to lst June....... 75 00 
saith lahch ie te ee for this sum received from Grace 

Church, “he ho for NA agape at Portsmouth. ..ns<<é>s0 fephseeen ih e200 

Aug. 1. To cash paid Rev. Francis Vinton’s bill postages.......cscecceeceecesese 1 74 
BS auih Ore ass Ke Rev. John Suddards, in full to July 1......ccscccecccseseee 19 66 
apts! Nia te Rev. Jotin H: Rouse; on ‘account: ... vccees c beue swlieae meee cae 
6S oy TAS 6 ss Rev. W. H. Newman, in full to July Ist.......sesseeeeeee. 87 50 

Sept. 17. ~ *é re Rev. John H. Rouse, in full for his sérvices at St. Stephen’s 

Church, Providence, to 10th August.......... sire pepe simp pine Sige a caean EOLA 

Oct. 7. Tocash paid Rev. William H. Moore, in full to October TFosiceaspaagncwar Walls 
ie 8, “3 Rev. John Suddards, at Pe er ety 
16. 6 ‘“¢ = -Rev. Wm. H. Newman, “ Kc SL cthed aah een ee OO 

Nov. 16, ‘ rs Rev. Robert E. Northam, ‘ ec ao leibviets cause, )sFOCOO 

Dec. 15.) :.'** me Treasurer of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, “from the ladies 

of Grace Church, Providence, for the parsonage. a o.0's 6 ¢ 9 oldhdiale tena mnraog Oe 
‘¢ «¢ To cash paid Rev. Wm. H. Moore, for collection at St. Luke’s Church, E. 

Greppiwich 30s. bb ADC I SoS Gadde begs de piaatie i ete eRe ebeit S700: 
*¢ 29. To cash paid Rev. John Suddards, on ‘account. cinlaislala wisiste ap x eo bhin enh oO 0 

1841. 

Jans 0. nck ve Mrs. Elizabeth Northam, for balance due her husband, the 

Rev. R. E. Northam, to Ist November. . 2 ae $2 acjatetnanve’s are Chistdesteleteithone mute aU 
c¢ © 30. To cash paid Rev. J. Suddards, in full to Ist inst... 0s... .cssecsecsences 40 00 

Fen2re be Treasurer of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, from the ladies 

of Grace Church, Providence, for the parsonage.......scccccseecceces 2 00 
dil lai To cash paid Rev. William H. Moore, in full to Ist January last......... 79 50 
cot 12. ec Rev. William H. Newman, on account....eccccesecscesscee fl 50 
patna 1 6 Rev. J. H> Rouse, on account: ..... ewe ccketcceseaasanteee Ol UG 
6 “ce ce ee Rev. George Leeds e@eeeoe eeeeeoeaeeeee ee eeoeereaeeveeeeeeoeeeeeae 75 00 

Mar. 18, * es Rev. John “Suddards, amount received ‘from Trinity Church, 

Newp OE Ein sid lave choke ote e@eneneee eeeeeeeaneeeee ee aee eaeceeeeweeeeeseeeeeeeen eee ee 80 00 
aie b* To een paid Rev, John Suddards, on account. oe ae caecae bested aeeigeatan cen mes UU 
eee, ds Rev. Milton. Ward, on. account's:.....c0ls«nesccn cise onmwiasdeats | OU 00 
ADT Te Se «Rev. J. H. Rouse, in full to Ist inst...c.sscccecsesscecceces 62 50 
Soo aby g $5 FF Rev. Robert E. Ni ortham, for this sum credited as received 

from ladies of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, Dec. 9, 1840, which is in- 

cluded in amount credited received of them March 4, ISAL Sooke paleworts 4017 
14. To cash paid Rev. Milton Ward, in full to Ist inst...... seescccccsecesces 00 00 
a4 bth “s Rev. John Suddards, in full to Ist INSt.....cceeeceseeeeeee 45 00 
A ce Rev. George Leeds, in-full to Ist inst...-..cssecsssccccssee td 00 

“ce ce Postage last Wyean ds cli,l « Vutuibiow-a ssjannann eset 1 75 
& “¢ Stationery for four years. ....ccecscccsetecnasaceusmuye Sharan nao 
Balance to new ACCOUNT csi cic d's odie be c.cl6e ble c'tie bc cle e/dlste tel Aap eluhrmatal sins 54 30 
a ne $1,676 56 


The undersigned, Committee of the Convocation, have examined this ac- 
count, and find it correct. 


G. W. Hatuaway, 
J. Hi. Rovss, . 


Providence, April 14, 1841. 


t Committee. 


~ 
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in Account with SamuEL WHITEHORNE, Treasurer. 
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Cr. 


1840. 

By balance from last account..... Sate distal ciele.« MO Sen ee A eee ri -s =$2 42 
April 18. Collection at St. John’s Church, Providence. . Pills Woh divia elm Sie wisjo) sis «salves - 1452 
May 25. From Trinity Church, Newport slatatese RatG aint watais/ sale wie aieisi4.3 © saa'e!s'we:s aoe 20 00 
June 10. St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, for Easter collections........ Site caiieg e's 22 00 
66 *¢ St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, bh! COT el see a Mere 2 80 
July Ladies of St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket....... Wee oo ide sinrsia Soest so 25 00 
be 7. Weekly offerings St. James?s Church, Woonsocket... i.se.ccesedceveces 18 75 

« 13. Ladies of Grace Church, Providence, ‘$325 of which is for ‘the parsonage at 
MCUTAIOUICID. 5's:scaleiabalgisigns’> 0s'n' «isi cisle's w arviviciaiere cial sew eis Ataris iataictal» Susiscivese eco: UU 
eh ‘¢ From ladies St. John’s Church, Providenconss LHCII hub ds Uiselee 75 00 
tc* 16. From ladies St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth... ..cccccccsscesccecsccece 12 50 
ee *¢ Ladies of St. Michael’s Church, BYIStOl? od J Maasai e aaeltlera Okt tarsal od eis eee UO 
Aug. 8. Parish of St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown...........secccccccecerces 3 60 
ec ) 12. Monthly offerings, St. Mark’s Church, Warren........cccccsccsccccecs - 25.00 
66 *¢ Ladies of St. Stephen’s Church, Providente.........cscssseescevsces Ares ys 
«« 14, Ladies of the Churches at Tower Hill and Wakefield......4....: Va nens emu nap 
Beutsioe adios or Zion Chureh, NEw port. 's 202200 cc cocccandecscsesacescsdecses's 100 00 
is «¢ Collection at St. Paul’s Church, Portsmoutli............. ARE Ho CE BRA aN tbs at Lf 
Oct. 7. Monthly offerings St. Mark’s Church, Warren........c.cesecccdecesces 12 50 
f *¢ Collection at St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, in August last.............. 37 00 
6 *¢ From a Friend at Bristol....... Sielala/ute| areas chaiors Seda lpiataa's\alelsisiaieiala ein, i> Aa OU 
ee SMIMMROTEL TSEISEO] «3. c.0ss cu sieicsict css vicnliececatacdiscces Haayere's Saidele's sicitis a's emai KOO 
ds “© Ladies at St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich G)aialulie'piao\mie Gusiaje Soul ulalalpiate djeia' © 25 00 
« 8. Ladies of St. Paul’s Church, Wrwtuckbel brett daccwew ea scceize Ristecia ion OU 
"r *¢ Collection at Zion Church, Newport eetge as Miskabalaenlstalereke: cha a thn ai c'n ae! gos Ary Ys 
3 “¢ Parish St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown..........seececoees alatelelaieie sea, 12) 50 
s¢ 616. Ladies of the Churches at Tower Hill and Wakefield..........0.eee00- 13 75 
6 22. Ladies of St. John’s Church, Providence... .....ccccacccees a sialeiaracieieies ». 75 00 
sc 24. Ladies. of St. Stephen’s Church, Providence....:....ccceecsecses 4) ieyll sid 20 00 
Nov. 16. Ladies St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth........ Bata el si eislncslashovel a'cle whois: cieroiate 12 50 
te ‘¢ ‘Treasurer of Trinity Church, INO MG DOTA era olay alayaia sere. wivte oid: Ain aco bes Nea cate 50 00 

Dec. 1. Ladies Grace Church, Providence, #25 of which are for the parsonage at 
PAATREMOUEDs oslo ainie's Saisie ad's Pttsis avieeineeaweleslidess Pacis 4 SEER Cones s 75 00 
“e 9. Collection at St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich.......... ete aitiotaie sine's - 800 
a st Ladies of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth.........c.ccsccseces Pa acleharelan s 417 

1841. 

Jan, 16. Ladies of St. John’s Church, Providence. .......ccccccccccvdedcssoecess 10 00 

sc 6 27. Ladies of Grace Church, Providence, $25 of which are for the parsonage 
RP OPISIIGUUILG swede ac'eteceldp qalecioslec te ces sigialals: sicelatsiv aiclad lals.o.6 sidaeeeih so) OO 
“= 30. Parish St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown pra iats Bis aiaia pisleiele cle diaierae @ wicia'e's ot. bee U 
Feb. 2. Ladies of St. Luke’s Church, Bast Greenwich.........scc.ccccece. Sees cd) 12050 
s¢ =: 12, Ladies of St. Michael’s Church, MSEIBTOL: cists o nisle's a \ass.0 asia See ie Mae Gagintee 25 00 
= “© Ladies of St. Steplien’s Church, Providence............e0 evec¥lesseece OU OO 
eg *¢ Monthly offerings at St. Mark’s ‘Church, Warren pai aidiet a Sia clelaa’wialsiule'aie seals ark ahe 
- *¢ Collection at miscdels ves dlaswele'e vie eigis’ 35 00 
te s¢ Ladies of St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. oe pl AA A ee ON. BBE Tae w. LLUELD 
Mar. 4. Ladies of St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth...... Haldia alele' ante minis aisle tee ctas Se ee OU 
s¢ 11. Treasurer of Trinity Church. SEW DOLL s A'e bis wisieiaie sisi o% dpe) lho watsele dials oie ». 50 00 
«18. Collection at Grace Church, fe se aie aly ME RSG Rh nk 50 00 

22 ‘© Sum paid by Trinity Church, Newport, to Rev. John Suddards, on ac- 
POMINUMIIIG BHIALVc violdiadiccdeeclescedeasseveduisbaccsedines ak sialtiae eels tales 80 00 
April 7. Ladies of St. Paul’s Church, WiekGord spd oy uk avadeek ots ils 4 ta balaletas org 12 50 

« =: 14, Ladies of Grace Church, Providence, $25 of which are for the parsonage 
MOVE OVIGINOWUN aiciate « Bsioinwicied «da cieseeeid doled’ seb eu dis bile c= Sviwiats pile 0B olela 75 00 
“« = *_- Ladies of St. John’s Church, Providence.........c.... Eos aesepsee, He 
sé ‘. Ladies of St. Paul’s Church, Pawtucket, to January last... Site aie al Ter its, 
ke *¢ Juvenile Sewing Society, St. Mark’s Church, WN AUPCU wea csiainis\ele y bie’ Pea ag! | sys: 
% *¢ Parish St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown, to Ist RDP Peis slatksis cats or 250 
— *¢ Ladies of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol......... » GRRE ne fer ose te OO 
$1,676 56 

: e 

PRIBNOB 3. os oid dee sle'a Has: Savate S 0s o Sgldisain sete dicts ge weld siete agra cove $54 30 


Providence, April 14, 1841. 


e 
Errors excepted. 


SAMUEL WHITEHORNE, Treasurer. 
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C. 


Meport of the Committer on BVucatton. 


Tue Board of Education respectfully report to the Convention, 
that, through the Divine blessing, the interesting department of 
Christian beneficence entrusted to their more particular care 
seems to be enlisting an increasing interest and favor in its be- 
half, and in no year has so much been done by our Church in 
this State for the education of pious young men for the ministry, 
as during the one just past. And it is to be hoped that a cause 
of so much promise, and so necessary to the Church’s future 
welfare, will still continue to increase, till not only a tenfold 
number shall be kept in constant and successive progress of edu- 
cation and preparation for the holy and self-denying duties of 
the ministry, but that we shall also, in our own State, and under 
the direction of this Convention, have an institution provided for 
the education and training of this important class of young men, 
who may truly be said to be the hope of the Church. 

The following are the beneficiaries of the Board: Edmund P. 
Brown, beneficiary of St. Michael’s scholarship, and graduate of 
Washington College, Hartford, and candidate for orders in this 
State, pursuing his studies with the Rev. Mr. Lee, of Pennsylva- 
nia; James Mulchahey, a beneficiary of the Gilliat scholarship, 
and member of the junior class of Washington College ; Baylies 
P. Talbot, of the junior class, Sandford Horton, of the soph- 
omore class, and John Kelly, of the freshman class, of Wash- 
ington College, and beneficiaries of the three Grace Church 
scholarships ; George Slattery, beneficiary of Zion Church schol- 
arship, at the Cheshire Academy ; Thomas L. Randolph, bene- 
ficiary of the St. John’s Church scholarship, and a member of 
the present senior class of the General Theological Seminary, 
New York, and who expects to be ordained in a few weeks, and 
enter upon an interesting field of labor; and Charles R. Fisher, 
beneficiary of the Board and a member of the junior class of 
Washington College. 

The whole number of beneficiaries is eight for the last year ; 
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and one scholarship (that of Trinity Church, Newport,) has been 
vacant. The Board have accounts from the different beneficia- 
ries, very creditable to their talents, diligence and piety, and 
which may justify the Church in expecting much from their fu- 
ture labors. One of the late beneficiaries of the Board, the Rev. 
Thomas F. Fales, has been ordained since the last Convention, 
and is now usefully employed as assistant Minister of St. Mi- 
chael’s Church, Bristol. 

As it frequently happens that, after scholarships are pledged, a 
great delay is suffered to occur in nominating beneficiaries, and 
thus the expectations of the Board and Convention are disap- 
pointed, and the Church loses the benefit of such pledges, the 
Board would recommend, in order to obviate such delays, or to 
avoid the loss that would otherwise accrue, that the Convention 
adopt the Canon proposed by the Committee on the Canons to 
the Convention last year, and which was referred to the consid- 
eration of this Convention, — that, when scholarships are pledged, 
the amount of such scholarships, when there is no incumbent, 
shall be payable to the Treasurer of the Board of Education, for 
the general uses of such Board. 

This Board would also report, that a generous and benevolent 
individual, a communicant of the Church, has proffered to the 
Church the sum of five hundred dollars towards a fund to be un- 
der the direction of this Convention, for the education of pious 
young men for the ministry, provided and whenever five thousand 
dollars shall be subscribed for the same objects. The excellence 
of the objects and the general benevolence which prompted the 
liberal offer, it is not necessary for us to speak of to this Con- 
vention. We hope it may meet with a cheering and liberal re- 
sponse from the pious and wealthy members of our communion. 

The Board are happy to report, that all the pledges made to 
the Convention have- been redeemed, and there is a balance in 
the hands of the Treasury, unappropriated, of forty-six dollars 
and seventy-four cents. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 


N. B. Crocker, Pees 
G. W. Hatuaway, ie ae oy 
W. G. Gopparp, 1 all 


i ‘TROL ‘8 sung 
‘pavog ayp fo sounsva.L ‘KY MVHLVH “A ‘ORD 
*JOINSVALT, ou) 


jo spuey ou} qsnoryy Sutssed ynoyitar ‘sorreroyoueq oy) 01 Atoaatp pred usaq savy sdrysrejoyos oy} JO SOW JO S}UEqUINOUT OY} O} spuedns ot, 
‘PL OPS ‘porerudorddeun soueyeq & Sutavg] “GL s “Toys “Y SeeyH pue Aayeyo nA, Somer 0} ONpP MOU ST o1ay} BOUT BA0ge et} JO 


1g 68&% 1g 688%. 
1S ae Ses ‘KoywoTNIAL ‘C103 MND HL 
0 Ses5 ‘ATOM “GoMYD SYO 6» 
00 G@ - : . pOnE “young SOUP IS on “T une 
00 06 5 ‘8YOOD “SLs ‘CL oy 
oc LE - ‘A aneg Kt) IOJ ‘qoanyg uOLzZ, JO Slequiaut ‘g Judy 
00 SI - - Weazorape M. *yomnyoO ssemer ig wong ‘OT Ay 
0¢ ZI. - - ‘ayeyoTnyAT sowee Joj ‘ued , 
-18 AA yong Soe 18 jo Sa1D0§ ejiueanr “LE “G27 
00 0@ ‘preppop IOLT 5) ye OL, ae 2 - = - - ‘puey uo souLleg 
00 0G - - - - - - - ‘geounqg ‘IJq ; “9 UEP eo.) = a . = : : : - _- ‘ageysog ‘oune 
Tel (08. SLS see oS on eS UR £ cy Ge ACN, 
00 G& - ‘QQUdPIAOIg YON ‘young smMeg ig; 45 ee Og LE - z 5 . ‘AIBNLIS “YY 98.1004) 2 ‘T udy 
og Le 4 - . oye "f 1OJ YIU “Af Wor “Teg 00 0¢ r - - - ‘Aayeyolnyl ‘¢ " ‘Q -uer 
00° GL spt ‘yomnyO UOLZ, JO Siaqurout ‘Tr8! 
JayIo wou zrey TOUS. aq} ‘APP| B wWol,Jjey euo ‘yseg “TE Ajog | OG LE - : : : ‘TOYS “Y SopVeyH 23 Led 
61 9% - - ‘UOTJUIAUOD 3B UOTIIATIOD 5, 5 00 GL " : . : ‘AIOWYV[G ad1004) ‘te Aloe 
weooe - = = = “HuNOddR PIO Jo eouETEq kg -gpoune | GL 6h -- ~~ ~~ o>. = “TOUS “HL SPRY Surfed Oy, ‘eT oun 
‘OFST ‘OV8T 


— 


ee eee 


aD “LAANSDALE, ‘XYMVELLV EE ‘M “) Ypim gunooon UL NOILVONGTE 40 GUVOE AL “UGE 


Appendix. 29 


D. 
Report of the Committee ow Finance. 


Tue Committee on Finance report, that the sum required to 
meet the current expenses of the Convention for the year, in 
printing the Journal, &c. to make up the deficiency of last year, 
and also provide for our proportion of the expenses of the Gen- 
eral Convention, will be about one hundred and thirty-five dollars, 


which amount we have apportioned among the several churches, 


as follows : 

St. John’s Church, Providence, - - - - - $18 75 
Grace Church, seas aye cheer) i kS EB 
St. Stephen’s Church, ‘“ ~ - » - - 10 00 
Trinity Church, Newport, - - - - - - 18 75 
Zion Church, i - - - 12 50 
St. Paul’s Church, North Pee - ss 8 75 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, - - - - - 1000 
St. Mark’s Church, Warren, - - -.=- - 8 75 
Christ Church, Lonsdale, - - - - - - 6 25 
St. James’s Church, Woonsocket, - - - - 6 25 
Christ Church, Westerly, - - - - - - 6.25 
St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth, - - - ~- 2 50 
Emanuel’s Church, Mannville, - - - - - 2 50 
St. Luke’s Church, E. Greenwich,- - - - 2 50 
St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, - - - - 2 50 

$135 00 


The Committee recommend the following : 
Resolved, That the Delegates from the several churches now 


pay their several assessments. 
G. W. HatHaway, : 
Committee on 


Bens. Hatt, Finabee 


Lynpon Taytor, 
Newport, June 9, 1841. 


Mn 
». 
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E.. 


Meport of the Pinance Committee att the Befciency 
in the Bishop's uN 


Tue Finance Committee, to ihoits was referred the verbal 
report of the Treasurer upon the collections made in the several 
churches, to pay the proportion of this Diocese toward the defi- 
ciency of the Bishop’s salary in previous years, agreeably to a 
vote of the last Convention, report that the following churches 
have collected and forwarded to the Treasurer the sums follow- 
ing, namely : 


St. John’s Church, Providence, - - - - $56 07 
St. Mark’s Church, Warren, - - - =- - 10 00 
Trinity Church, Newport, - - - - - - 1500 
St. James’s Church, Woonsocket, - - - *5 00 
Grace Church, Providence, - - - - -. 4000. 
$126 07 


The following churches have made no collections, namely : 

St. Stephen’s Church, Providence ; Zion Church, Newport ; 
St. Paul’s Church, North Providence; Christ Church, Westerly ; 
Christ Church, Lonsdale; St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth; St. 
Luke’s Church, E. Greenwich; St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. 
As forty-eight dollars and ninety-three cents are still due to the . 
Bishop, and the surplus, if any, was to be appropiated to the 
missionary funds of this State, the Committee therefore recom- 
mend the adoption of the following : 

Resolved, That the Convention expect those churches who 
have not already done so, to make the collections required by 
the forenamed resolution, and forward the same to the Treasurer. 


Committee on 


Bens. Hatt, ; 
Finance. 


G. W. ra 
Lynpon ‘TAyLor, 


* Not remitted through the Treasurer. 
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F. 


Report of the Standing Conuwnittec. 


Copy of the Proceedings of the Standing Committee of the Die- 
cesé of Rhode Island, for the year ending June, 1841. 


At a meeting of the Standing Committee, July 2d, 1840, Rev. 
Dr. Crocker was chosen President, and Benjamin Cowell Secre- 
tary, for the ensuing year. A communication was received from 

the President of the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Ma- 
ryland, stating that the Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of Maryland, held in Baltimore on the 27th, 28th, and 
29th of May, 1840, did, on the second day of said Convention, 
elect, according to the Canons of the General Convention and 
_ the Constitution of the Church of Maryland, the Rev. William 
R. Whittingham, D. D. to the office of Bishop of that Diocese, 
and requesting the consent of this Committee for his consecration ; 
and satisfactory testimonials having been received and duly con- 
sidered of his fitness to exercise the office of Bishop to the 
honor of God and the edifying of the Church: whereupon, on 
motion, it is 

Voted and Resolved, That the Standing Committee of Rhode 
Island do give their consent to and do approve of the consecration 
of the Rev. William R. Whittingham as Bishop of the Diocese 
of Se gts in conformity to the Canons of the Church, and do 
grant ac. ficate thereof accordingly. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, at the house of the 
Rev. Dr. Crocker, on Monday, July 11, 1840, the Secretary 
being absent, the Rev. Alexander H. Manian was chosen Secre- 
tary protem. ‘The testimonials of William R. Babcock and 
Thomas F. Fales, candidates for orders, were laid before the 
Committee, according to the Canons. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That the Committee recommend the above-named 
gentlemen to the Bishop for orders, and to sign the canonical 
testimonials. 

On motion, the Committee adjourned. 


A. H. Vinron, Secretary pro tem. 
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Ata meeting of the Standing Committee, August 31, 1840, a 
communication was received from the Rev. Edward Neufville, 
President of the Standing Committee of the Diocese of Georgia, 
stating the desire of the Church in that Diocese, as unanimously 
expressed by the 18th Annual Convention, held at Clarksville, on 
the 4th and 5th of May, 1840, for the consecration of the Rev. 
Stephen Elliott, Jr. as Bishop thereof, and requesting the consent 
of this Committee ; and satisfactory testimonials having been re- 
ceived and duly considered that the said Stephen is apt and meet 
to exercise the office of Bishop to the honor of God and the edi- 
fying of the Church, and to be a wholesome example to the flock 
of Christ,— ) 

Whereupon, on motion, it is 

Voted and Resolved, That the Standing Committee of Rhode 
Island do give their consent to and approve of the consecration 
of the Rev. Stephen Elliott, Jr.as Bishop of the Diocese of Geor- 
gia, in conformity to the Canons of the Church, and do grant a 
certificate thereof accordingly. 

Ata meeting of the Standing Committee, September 7, 1840, 
the testimonials of Benjamin Franklin and John Bours Rich- 
mond, together with their application to be recommended as can- 
didates for orders, were laid before the Committee for considera- 
tion ; and, being deemed satisfactory, on motion, 

Voted and Resolved, That the Committee recommend the 
above-named gentlemen to the Bishop as candidates for orders, 
and grant a certificate thereof, which was done accordingly. — 

The Committee then adjourned. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, September 28, 1840, 
the testimonials in behalf of Edmund P. Brown, together with his 
application to be recommended as a candidate for orders, were 
laid before the Committee for consideration, and, being deemed 
satisfactory, on motion, 

Voted and Resolved, That he be recommended to the Bishop 
as a candidate for orders, and that a certificate be given him ac- 
cordingly. 

Ata meeting of the Standing Committee, October 5, 1840, the 
testimonials in behalf of Elisha F. Watson, together with his aps 
plication to be recommended as a candidate for orders, were laid. 
before the Committee for consideration, and, being found satis- 
factory, upon motion, 
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Voted and Resolved, That he be recommended to the Bishop 
as a candidate for orders, and that a certificate be given him ac- 
cordingly. 

At a meeting of the Standing Committee, March 8, 1841, the 
application of James H. Eames to be recommended to the Bish- 
op for ordination as Deacon, 

Voted, That the applicant have liberty to withdraw his testi- 
monials.* 

I certify the preceding to be a true copy of the proceedings of 
the Standing Committee for the year ending June, 1841, as ap- 
pears by the record. BensaMiIn CowELL, Secretary. 


G. 
Report of the Committee on Sway Schools. 


Tue Committee on Sunday school operations report the fol- 
lowing statistics of the Sunday schools in this Diocese : 
Scholars. Av. At. Teachers. Vols, 
UD i ee sO? 


90 80 10 150 
266 140 40 655 


~ $t. James’s Church, Woonsocket, + - 
Emanuel Church, Mannville, - - - 
St. Paul’s Church, North Providence, - 
Grace Church, Providence,- - - - 


St. John’s Church, Providence, - 225 25 500 
St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, - 70 13 250 
St. Mark’s Church, Warren, - 150 16 350 
St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, - 250 24 300 
St. Paul’s Church,Portsmouth, - 20 4 160 
Trinity Church, Newport, - - 


Zion Church, Newport, - - - 
St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, - 
St. Paul’s Church, Tower Hill, - 
Christ Church, Lonsdale, - - - 
St. Luke’s Church, East Greenwich, 
Christ Church, Westerly,- - - - 
St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown, 

Church of Ascension, Wakefield, - 
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2264 1016 283 5271 


Grorce W. Haruaway, 
Francis VINTON, Committee. 
GeEorGE 8. WarDWELL, 


* Mr. Eames was not passed, in consequence of his term of study being 
incomplete. + Suspended during winter. 
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H. 


Parochial Meports. 


Trinity CHurcu, Newport. 


Tue number of families in the parish of Trinity Church is 
about 130. During the past year, through the blessing of God, 
there has been a steady growth of our congregation and commun- 
ion. Whole families have in several instances been baptized. 
Confirmation has been twice administered, and at his last visita- 
tion the Rt. Rev. Bishop also instituted the Rector. Divine wor- 
ship has been celebrated on every Lord’s day except one. Be- 
sides the usual services, a missionary meeting has commonly 
been held on the evening of the first Sunday in each month, and 
a series of lectures have been addressed to young men, on the 
third Sunday evening in the months between October and Easter. 

The holydays have been duly observed, agreeably to the ven- 
erable and unvaried practice of this church. 

The solemn season of Lent was observed on Litany aap by 
-morning and evening prayer, and a course of sermons on ‘ the 
Christian’s life.’ 

“Passion Week was solemnized daily by morning and ee 
prayer, and sermons were preached from the ‘‘ Sayings of Christ 
on the cross.” 

The Rector has also instructed a catechetical class of adults 
on every Monday evening, with a few exceptions, and likewise a 
ladies’ Bible class on Tuesday afternoons. 

A lecture preparatory to the, holy communion has been deliy- 
ered every month. 

The church sustains three Sunday schools, in one of which 
divine service has been lately commenced. The infant school 
contains 56 scholars; the other schools together contain nearly 
300 scholars. The number of teachers in the schools is 36, and 
the number of volumes in the library is more than 700. The 
Rector has catechized the children monthly in the body of the 
church. 
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The sums contributed for general objects of Christian benevo- 
lence amount to between 600 and 700 dollars. The system of 
monthly family offerings has been established, and is now in op- 
eration. On this subject the Rector addressed to the congrega- 
tion a pastoral letter. 

Each month in the past year persons have been added to the 
communion ; of whom 61 were partakers of the sacrament for 
the first time, and 9 were received from other churches. Total 
number added, 70. Eight communicants have deceased, and 2 
have removed, making the present number 170. 

Kighty-nine persons have been baptized, of whom 27 were 
adults, and 62 were children. Eight marriages and 20 burials 
have been solemnized. Forty-eight persons have been confirmed. 
It remains to add to these statistics the public expression of de- 
vout gratitude to God, who hath hitherto helped us. 

Francis VINTON, Rébiot 


St. Joun’s Cuurcu, Providence. 


Baptisms, 25: infants, 15. Marriages, 7. Burials, 22. Com- 
municants, 19 added. Sunday school: teachers, 25; scholars, 
225. Books: volumes, 500. Contributions large as usual. 
Worshippers never so numerous. There are indications of the 
progress of the truths of righteousness among them, much less 
equivocal than can be seen in the above statements. 

N. B. Crocker, Rector. 


Grace Cuurcn, Providence. 


The steadiness which evermore characterizes the doings and 
progress of our branch of the Church Catholic has been illus- 
trated in the history of our parish. Grace Church has never 
been so firmly rooted in stability, nor so rich in the elements of 
spiritual prosperity and growth, as she is now. The freshness of 
her young vigor has settled into the quiet and assured strength 
of a healthy maturity. The bright blossom has become sweet 
fruit. We can admire the Divine goodness in nothing more 
than in the special nurture it seems to have bestowed upon the 
interests of this household of the faith, both in the way outward 
of providential direction, and in the way inward of gracious gifts. 
While the great Master of the household has cofftinually gathered 
accessions to her numbers, he has not refused, by his varied and 
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timely care, to endow her with the spirit of what St, Paul calls 
** being enlarged” in faith and love., In truth, it is the spiritual 
wealth of her members'which elicits our gratitude, even more ef- 
fectually than her adorning of outward prosperity. We feel 
competent to say, with as much assurance as is proper, that dur- 
ing the last year many of our members have been taught of the 
Spirit more truly and thoroughly than ever before. To a pas- 
tor’s watchful anxiety there will often appear pregnant indica- 
tions, which might not draw the notice of an unpractised eye, 
just as slight symptoms will often determine a physician’s judg- 
ment. With many such indications of grace have our eyes been 
blessed. 

In what may be called the learning of religion, there has been 
an advance of interest. Many have studied with a relish the 
theory of the Gospel and the Church, as well as the mysteries of 
that interior life which the Gospel and the Church beget and 
nurse. They have learned to give a reason, both why they are 
thus, and why they are such after our model, So that a more 
intelligent, and of course a more devoted, attachment to distinct- 
ive episcopacy has been seen to take the place of accidental or 
unenlightened preference. 

There has been the same steady zeal and labor as ever for the 
great objects of Christian benevolence, and, when occasion de- 
manded, a promptitude and facility for special endeavors, ‘The 
female communicants are, as always so, now a band of most 
efficient coworkers with us,— the pastor’s help. Yet we are glad 
to say they do not occupy the place of invidious preéminence 
they once did, in comparison with the male communicants of our 
church. Many of this latter class have come up to their duty 
strongly and well, and have shown themselves men “ in Christ.” 

We are able to report the largest number of communicants 
that have ever been attached to this church. In the year 1835, 
the reported number was 266. When the parish fell under our 
charge, and we were able: to ascertain the position of its affairs, 
there were only 227 communicants. In the year following, 
namely, 1838, there was a careful examination of the parish 
record, and the whole number of known communicants was 240. 
Since that time 93 have been added, and 59 have removed or 
died, of whom nearly 20 went to form the nucleus of St. Ste- 
phen’s Church. Our present number is 274. A number of 


o 


Appendic. 37 


these, perhaps all the colored communicants, will soon withdraw 
from us, to strengthen the new congregation of colored persons 
in Christ Church. No minister ought to regret those deductions 
from the numbers of his church which are thus made the sources 
of new multiplication, when the mother of us all becomes equally 
the matron of a new and untrained family. 

Our benefactions during the past year have amounted to $1750 ; 
showing an increase of $250 upon the largest contribution ever 
reported by us. 

Our Sunday school is very flourishing, occupying entirely the 
building in which it assembles. Measures are now in progress 
for the addition of a new room for an infant school. The num- 
ber of scholars is 260. The average attendance, 140. Number 
of teachers: males, 12 ; females, 28; total, 40. Books in libra- 
ry, 655 volumes. 

Since the last Convention there have been added to the com- 
munion 39 persons. Confirmed, 16. Baptized: adults, 11; in- 
fants, 10. Married, 8. Buried, 14. 

ALEXANDER H. Vinton, Rector. 


St. MartHew’s Cuurcu, Jamestown. 


A Bible class of about 25 has been instructed every Sunday 
morning at the north school-house, with prayer (generally the 
Litany) and practical remarks on the lesson. 

The Sunday school, kept only in summer, has 15 scholars, 3 
teachers, and a library of 80 volumes. 

Divine service has been held in the church at half past 2, on 
Sunday afternoon. Our services have been thus restricted neces- 
sarily by the local circumstances of the parish extending over 
an island of some extent, having a large but scattered population, 
few roads, and these, in winter, well nigh impassable. 

Communicants, 4. Baptisms, 2. 

Joun Supparps, Minister. 


Sr. Pauu’s Cuurcu, Portsmouth. 


Communicants : removed, 2; added, 1; present number, 18. 
Baptisms: infants, 2. Marriages, 2. Sunday school : teachers, 
5; scholars about 25. Volumes in the library, 160. 
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During the year ending on Easter last, the Ladies’ Sewing 
Circle paid into the treasury of the Convocation $50. Since the 
Jast Convention this parish has experienced a severe affliction in 
the death of its beloved and lamented pastor, Rev. Robert EH. 
Northam, who departed this life October 29th, in the firm hope 
of a better life beyond the grave. 

The present Rector entered upon his duties early in Decem- 
ber. He has no report to make which indicates that his ministry 
hitherto has been attended with any striking success. Yet, 
amidst multiplied discouragements, may be discerned some to- 
kens of good. It may not be too much to ask, that they who 
love the prosperity of Zion should, in their hours of favored ap- 
proach to the throne of the heavenly grace, remember St. Paul’s 
Church, Portsmouth. . : 
Mitton Warp, Rector. 


Emanvet Caurcu, Mannville. 


The records of this church present the following statistics : 
Communicants, 7. Marriages, 1. Funerals, 9. Sunday school : 
average attendance from 80 to 90; teachers, 10. Volumes in 
library, 150. 

Within the last year God has smiled upon us, and we have 
reason to acknowledge his goodness, both in regard to the tem- 
poral and spiritual interests of our portion of this Diocese. In 
the report made to this Convention notice was taken of the en- 
largement of the building in which religious services had pre- 
viously been held. Since then this undertaking has been com- 
pleted, and in such a shape that it may be said in every point of 
view to be a new edifice. Nothing is wanting, in all that is re- 
quired for the full enjoyment of the services of the sanctuary. 
The building is now ready for consecration, which, by Divine 
permission, will be solemnized at the visitation of the Bishop, on 
the 21st of next month. When we consider our progress in this 
respect, we have much reason to say, hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us ; but we have still further and higher cause for grati- 
tude in the fact that God has visited us by the influences of his 
Holy Spirit, and that a number of souls have been gathered in, 
as the living stones of a holy and spiritual temple. We trust 
that this is but the day of small things with us, and that we shall 
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be blessed with still greater accessions to the trophies of redeem- 
ing grace. 

At the Bishop’s visitation we shall have seven candidates for 
confirmation, and an effectual basis will then be laid for the ex- 
tension of Christ’s cause in this portion of the church. 

Our Sunday school is ina very flourishing condition. It has 
been gradually but steadily increasing. Both scholars and teach- 
ers exhibit a lively interest in the exercises of the school, and in 
two instances we have reason to believe that the instruction has 
been blessed to the lambs of the flock. 

Our Sewing Circle promises to be an efficient instrument for 
good. ‘The ladies of the parish have shown a very commenda- 
ble zeal in making many sacrifices to-attend the meetings of the 
society, and in accumulating its resources. The purity of their 
efforts we trust will be seen in ‘the sanctification of their own 
souls, as well as in the general prosperity of Zion. 

It is hoped that these are the first fruits of a rich harvest of 
blessings. We believe it is the Lord’s doing, and that what he 
has begun he will graciously accomplish. 

SAMUEL Penny, Jr. Rector. 


St. Pavy’s Cuurcu, Wickford. 


This is one of the oldest parishes in New England, having 
been established in the earliest part of the last century. It has, 
like many of our parishes, passed through a variety of vicissi- 
tudes and trials; having experienced some periods of very flat- 
tering prosperity, as well as seasons of severe adversity. The 
period at which the present incumbent assumed the charge 
thereof was not distinguished for any very cheering indications 
of prosperity, (as I have been informed,) neither was its condi- 
tion so low and depressed as at some former periods. The 
health of my immediate predecessor had become so much im- 
paired that he was unable to bestow upon it the amount of pasto- 
ral labor which he desired, or its interests required. Hence he 
was induced to resort to the painful alternative of resigning it 
into other hands. It was under these circumstances that I ac- 
cepted of the unanimous call of the corporation to become their 
Rector, and entered upon the duties in the early part of August 
last; since which a merciful Providence has conferred upon me 


AO Appendix. 


such a measure of health and strength as has enabled me to dis- 
charge all the duties required, with scarcely an interruption: It 
has been my uniform custom to preach three times on the Lord’s 
day, and to hold one, anda portion of the time two, lectures 
during the week, besides other occasional services during the 
season of Lent. ‘These means of grace, we rejoice to believe, 
have been signally blessed of God. Our congregations on Sun- 
days and at the weekly lectures have increased in a very encour- 
aging degree, while the preaching of the gospel has been at- 
tended, in several instances at least, with its legitimate effects, 
namely, the conversion of souls. On the whole, we think the 
prospects of .our little parish, though it be indeed a ‘ little par- 
ish,’ are favorable. At any rate, the spirit and the zeal which 
at present characterizes this little flock certainly gives them a 
claim upon the prayers, the sympathy, and the aid of all who 
love Christ and his church. 

There have been, since [commenced my labors in this church, 
—hbaptisms: infants, 4; adults,6; total, 10. Confirmed, 9. 
Funerals, 6. Marriages, 1. Communicants: died, 1; added, 18; 
present number, 45. Sunday school: teachers, 12; scholars, 
75. Volumes in library, a little short of 300. 

Joun H. Rouse, Rector. 


Curist Cuurcu, Lonsdale. 


The Rector commenced his labors in the parish of Christ 
Church in July last. Since that time there have been,—marriages, 
6; funerals, 9; baptisms, 6, 4 adults and 2 infants; confirma- 
tions, 15. One has been added to the church. Removals, 2. 
Deceased, 1. ‘The present number of communicants is 53. 
There has always been a sewing circle in successful operation in 
this parish. A maternal association has been recently formed, 
and we shall be greatly disappointed.if it does not prove subser- 
vient to the cause of Christian education. ‘The Sunday school is 
large, and unusually interesting. The average attendance of 
scholars and teachers has of late been more than 120. A school 
for young ladies has been opened in the vestry of the church by 
a highly accomplished teacher, in which instruction will be given 
in all the branches of a complete education. Could not much, 
very much, be done for the promotion of Christ’s kingdom and 
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the salvation of the world, by establishing parochial schools, 
where the sublime and unerring truths of Christianity should be 
made the basis of all other instruction? ‘The general condition 
of this parish, if lam rightly informed, has never been more 
prosperous. Cuarues C. Tavior, Rector. 


St. Micuaeu’s Cuurcu, Bristol. 


Owing to the Rector’s continued ill health during the past year, 
the care of this parish has devolved almost altogether on the as- 
sistant minister, the Rev. Thomas F’. Fales, whose labors we hope 
have been blessed to the gathering in of some souls, and the se- 
rious seeking of others. Communicants: added, 11; died and 
left, 6; whole number, 292. Confirmed, 10. Burials, 14. 
Baptisms: adults, 3; infants, 2. Marriages, 5. The Sunday 
school connected with the church numbers, as the average attend- 
ance, 150 scholars, 24 teachers, and 2 librarians. The library of 
the school contains about 300 volumes. ‘There has been of late 
an encouraging improvement in the discipline of the school, and 
a number of new and faithful teachers have been added. From 
one of the classes three have lately connected themselves with 
the church ; and, although there is nothing farther of special in- 
terest to be noticed, the school may be said to be more flourish- 
ing than it has been for some time before. The religious ser- 
vices of the past year have been, on Sunday morning a prayer- 
meeting, morning and afternoon a sermon, and in the evening a 
lecture ; Thursday and Saturday evenings of each week meet- 
ings for social worship ; teachers’ meeting on Friday evening ; 
female prayer-meeting on Tuesday afternoon; monthly con- 
certs of prayer for missions, Sunday schools, and seamen. There 
has been regular pastoral visiting. ‘The Maternal Association 
still continues. For the Missionary Convocation, the Education 
Society, the general Missionary Board of the Church, and for 
other religious and charitable objects, $2,069 have been raised 
during the year. Joun Bristep, Rector. 


ZIoN Cuurcnu, Newport. 


The Rector of this parish respectfully reports to this Conven- 
tion as follows: Marriages, 3. Baptisms, 11; 5 adults and 6 
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infants.. Confirmations, 10. Communicants: added, 22; re- 
moved, 17; total, 151. Sunday school: scholars, 343; average 
attendance, 216; teachers, 32. Bible class: members, 24. Books 
in library, 976. 

An unusual number of communicants have been removed, and 
several transferred to Trinity Church. The number of persons 
confirmed does not show the extent of the Divine goodness mani- 
fested to us during the last year, as a much larger number of 
candidates have postponed this public profession of their faith for 
a short time. The general state of this parish was perhaps 
never in so prosperous a condition as it has been during the last 
six months, except in the depression of its pecuniary affairs, 
which it has suffered in common with the whole community. In 
“every department its growth has been quickened during the 
past year. The Sunday school has greatly increased. ‘The at- 
tendance on public worship has on an average exceeded that of 
any former year. The services of our Convocation, in October 
last year, were attended with unusually happy effects on the 
hearts of Christians. Our Lent services were greatly blessed. 
God indeed has been very good to us, and we have only occa- 
sion to lament that we have not been more faithful in the im- 
provement of his favors. But if he has remembered mercy, he 
has remembered it in the midst of judgment. Death has cast 
a gloom over many families. And the personal misfortune with 
which it has pleased God to visit the Rector has been a severe 
deprivation of his. services to the parish, but I hope a sanctified 
affliction to us both. 

We owe much, as heretofore, to the Ladies’ Convocation So- 
ciety; and their labors have done much to relieve the parish 
from severe embarrassment. 

Notwithstanding these encouraging views, there is much to 
dishearten us in the existence of an unextinguished debt, the dif- 
ficulty of providing promptly for the necessary expenses of the 
parish, and, above all, in a backwardness to seize upon and im- 
prove the rich divine mercies so largely showered upon us. We 
have reason to pray that God would not visit us with a dearth of 


spiritual blessings, in just displeasure for want of greater faith- 
fulness. 


Joun West, Rector. 
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Cuurcu or Ascension, Wakefield. 


This parish was resigned by the Rector on the Sunday pre- 
ceding Easter, he having accepted the parish of Christ Church, 
Westerly. The Church of the Ascension was at that time under 
encouraging circumstances. The unfavorable prejudices of those 
not acquainted with, or unaccustomed to, the formalities of our 
Church, were! much conciliated. The congregation became 
more stable, affording some hopeful symptoms of good being 
done. And, whilst the kindest feelings subsisted between the 
pastor and his flock, a very excellent spirit was exercised to- 
wards the Episcopal Church by other denominations of Chris- 
tians. A Bible class had been established and had become en- 
couraging. ‘The Sunday school received additions in scholars 
and teachers, and a service on Wednesday evening was well at- 
tended. 

The Rector, in naming a trying dispensation of Providence, 
would record, with deep humility and gratitude to God, the sanc- 
tified use it appeared to have upon the people of his charge, and 
upon the neighborhood, and he trusts upon his own family ; and 
he would be culpable of neglect not to mention the affectionate 
interest felt and expressed by his congregation and neighbors, 
and his friends at Kingston; and he remembers with much es- 
teem the sympathy and kindness expressed by the Rev. Rector 
of Trinity Church, Newport, and his parishioners. 

In this church there are 9 communicants. Baptized, 1. Buri- 
ials, 2. Marriages, 1. Sunday school: teachers, 5; scholars, 
23. Volumes in library, 60. 

W. H. Newman, late Rector. 


St. Paut’s Cuurcu, Tower Hill. ? 


I resigned this parish a few weeks before Easter Sunday, and 
I regret that I have no cheering communications to make. . The 
scattered state of the population, the number of persons weak 
and infirm through age, the state of the roads, and'the inclemency 
of the weather in winter, are considerable obstacles in the way to 
the growth of this parish increasing. There are also other cir- 
cumstances which apparently paralyze ministerial efforts, and 
leave any good produced to subside into a quiescent state : these 
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things, with others, to all human appearance, will continue until 
another generation is raised up. 

The number of communicants remains the same. I have had 
1 funeral, and 1 marriage. The school, very promising in sum- 
mer, was relinquished in the winter. I would, however, under 
all circumstances, respectfully recommend the parish to the at- 
tention of the Missionary Convocation. 

W. H. Newman, late Rector. ° 


St. Paui’s Cuurcu, North Providence. 


Communicants, 150. Baptisms, 28. Marriages, 24. Fune- 
rals, 7 in my own parish, and 45 out of it. Sunday school: 
scholars, 150; teachers, 26; Bible classes, 3; volumes in libra- 
ry, about 500. Raised for missions, $200 ; for education, $25. 

There is now a pleasing attention to the subject of religion in 
this parish. I have lately added 8 to the communion. There 
are now several candidates for baptism. The condition of the 


parish may be represented as prosperous. 
’ GerorcE Tart. 


Curist Cuurcy, Westerly. 


The present Rector entered upon his parish at Easter. It is 
well known how much this church has had to struggle with since 
the removal of their first pastor, the Rev. James Pratt. ‘The wri- 
ter is gratified to find that, although the congregation has become 
exceedingly reduced, the communicants have been retained to- 
gether in Christian love by lay services. The wardens and 
vestry, with other active members, have endured their priva- 
tions with patience and perseverance. But the church’s desti- 
tution of a pastor, the removal of some families, and the insta- 
bility of a few in the day of adversity, with the death of some 
beloved in the Lord, have for a time spread a discouraging 
aspect over the interests of our Zion. ‘The cause of Christ and 
the church have experienced a great loss in the lamented death 
of Rouse Babcock, Esq. who was a tried friend to the parish. 

The Rector would speak with diffiidence in saying, the pros- 
pect is more cheering for these last few weeks. The leading 
members appreciate the privilege of renewed exertions, and en- 
deavor, by all means, to strengthen their pastor’s hands and en- 
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courage his heart. The state of the school is encouraging, the 
teachers having exerted themselves to increase the number of 
scholars, and, especially by a regular application to their duty, 
have devoted themselves to their good work. 

The Ladies’ Sewing Circle has, I believe, never been suspend- 
ed, having survived all trials, and is now in operation, and de- 
voted to its object with the ardor and perseverance pertaining to 
female piety. 

The statistics of the parish are as follows: Buried, 3. Bap- 
tized, 1. Deceased, 2. Number of communicants, 81. Sunday 
school: teachers, 15; scholars, 80; volumes in library, 200. 

W. H. Newman, Rector. ° 


Sr. SrerpHen’s Cuurcy, Providence. 


Added to the communion, about 20. Removed by death, 2. 
Whole number of communicants, 70. Confirmed, 3. Married, 
1. Buried, 4. Collected since October last, by weekly offer- 
ings, for Foreign and Domestic Missions, $52 82; by the Ladies’ 
Sewing Circle, for Convocation, $80 ; by communion offerings 

and other contributions, $59 04: total, $191 86. 

- The Sunday school, though not as large as formerly, in con- 
sequence of other schools being opened in the neighborhood, 
embraces all the children of. the parish, and is constantly receiy- 
ing accessions by families added to the church. The number of 
scholars in regular attendance is 70, inclusive of the Bible class 
of young ladies ; teachers, 13 ; volumes in the library, 270. 

From the statement of the teachers we are encouraged to be- 
lieve that some of the younger children have been religiously 
impressed by the study of divine truth. There is a growing se- 
riousness in the parish, which is becoming more and more appa- 
rent. A few are now desirous of being confirmed, and their 
number will doubtless be enlarged, if a faithful and efficient min- 
ister is procured to watch over the first kindlings of religious 
interest in some reflecting minds. It is with no common solici- 
tude that these members of the flock are left by the subscriber 
without pastoral instruction ; but he commends them to the faith- 
ful Shepherd of our Israel, relying on the promises of Divine 
watch and protection. Since the last report, a neat and beauti- 
ful edifice has been consecrated as ‘‘ St. Stephen’s Church,” by 
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the Rt. Rev. Bishop Griswold. The edifice, including its appur- 
tenances, and an organ of uncommon richness, and furniture for 
the pews, entailed a debt upon the church of $12,000; — $7,000 
of which has been defrayed by the sale of pews and by sub- 
scriptions : the remaining $5,000, as yet unpaid, is the only cloud 
now shading the prospect of this interesting parish,—a cloud, 

however, which we trust will be speedily dispelled under an ac- 
tive and faithful Rector. 

The parish have to acknowledge their indebtedness to Jouerk 
S. Cooke, Esq. member of the vestry, for a bell he has kindly 
furnished to the church. The Ladies’ Sewing Circle has been 
unusually successful during the past year. 

Services have been duly held in St. Stephen’s Church on Sun- 
days and holydays, besides a lecture on Sunday evenings for a 
large proportion of the year, and a weekly catechetical lecture 
since the completion of the lecture-room. ‘The children have 
been occasionally catechized in church, in the presence of the 
congregation. 

May God ever bless and smile upon this people. His Provi- 
dence alone has been their support. ‘ As an eagle spreadeth 
abroad her wings, taketh her young and beareth them on her 
wings,” so the Lord alone hath led them hitherto, and we trust 
he will ever continue to sustain them so long as they depend 


upon his care. 
GrorGE LEEDs, late officiating Minister. 
? & 


St. Luxe’s Cuurcu, East Greenwich. 


I assumed the charge of this parish July 12th, 1840. The 
congregation had been without regular service for more than two 
months previous to that time. I found the attendance upon the 
services quite small, and the general appearance of the parish 
discouraging. Since I have been there, I have seen some fayora- 
ble changes in the state of things. Our attendance has increased. 
Several adults have been baptized. The Sunday school has be- 
come flourishing, and the Ladies’ Sewing Society have aided 
in support of the church in a most efficient and commendable 
degree. There have been 8 baptisms, 3 of them infants and 5 
adults. Seven communicants have been added to the church. 
Total number at present, 26. Funerals, 7, only three of which, 
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however, were of my parish. Our Sunday school has 45 schol- 
ars who are regular attendants, and 10 teachers. 

These statistics show that it is the day of small things with us; 
and this will especially appear if we are compared with churches 
in towns and villages whose trade has not been prostrated, and 
the spirit of whose inhabitants has not been broken by reverses. 
We have been thus circumstanced. But lam confident that when 
all the communicants of St. Luke’s shall feel more powerfully 
actuated by the mighty motive of ‘¢ Christ constraining them,” 
then glorious things will be told of the city of our God. 

W. H. Moore. 


Sr. Marx’s Cuurcu, Warren. 


The undersigned is happy to report this church as in the con- 
tinued enjoyment of the Divine favor and blessing. 

There have been, during the year, — marriages, 1. Burials, 
12. Baptisms, 18; 14 adults, and4 infants. Communicants : died, 
2; removed, 6; added, 19; present number, 125. Weekly of- 
ferings to Easter, $294 994. Other contributions for religious 

and benevolent objects, $1,225. 

The Sunday school is flourishing, and has been favored in the 
conversion of several, both teachers and scholars. The ladies’ 
societies, of which there are three, pursue their labors of love 
with much interest and success. 

During the year a neat clock has been placed in front of the 
gallery of the church; and the outside of the church and the 
fence around the church-yard is now being painted. A new and 
convenient house adjoining the church has recently been pur- 
chased by one of our wealthy communicants for the use of the 
Rector’s family, and which will add greatly to their comfort. 
For all which mercies, both spiritual and temporal, we desire 
to record a hearty gratitude to the great Giver of all good. 

GeorcE W. Hatuaway, Rector. 


St. James’s Cuurcu, Woonsocket. 


There have been during the past conventional year,—baptisms, 
11; 3 adults, and 8 infants. Marriages, 4. Funerals, 12. Add- 
ed to the communion, 7; removed, 3; died, 2; erased from the 
list, 3; present number, 67. 
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Two services are usually celebrated on the Lord’s day, and 
one during the week. Fora quarter part of the year, a mission- 
ary meeting is held on the first Sunday evening of each month. 
The church has also been opened on all the leading festivals 
and fasts of the Christian year. The attendance of the congre- 
gation on the ordinary occasions of public worship is very good. 
The missionary “ offerings’ of the parish, during the year end- 
ing December last, amounted to $134. We circulate 25 copies 
of ‘the Spirit of Missions.” ‘The Ladies’ Sewing Circle, I am 
happy. to report, still continues its benevolent and valuable la- 
bors: during the year ending on Easter Tuesday, they succeeded 
in raising $120 over and above all expenses. 

In the Sunday school are 15 teachers; 115 pupils. Usual at- 
tendance, 75. Volumes in library, 300. We receive 50 copies 
of the * Children’s Magazine,” and 12 copies of the ‘* Journal of 
Christian Education.” The general condition of the parish is 


flourishing. 
Henry WATERMAN. 


Report of the Rev. Lumvet Buree. 


The undersigned, since the acceptance of his resignation of 
the parish of St. Paul’s Church, Wickford, (which was on the 
27th of April, 1840, more than one year after it was tendered,) 
has performed services as follows: Preached twice in St. Luke’s 
Church, East Greenwich, once in St. Paul’s Church, Tower 
Hill, and once in Ascension Church, Wakefield; and also on 
two funeral occasions, in South Kingston. He has also per- 
formed divine service and preached several times in Wickford ; 
and generally has assisted his reverend brother in the adminis- 


tration of the holy supper. 
LemvueE.L Buree, Minister. 
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I. 


Rules of Order and a Standing Order of Business, 


OF THE 


Convention of the Church fn the Mfocese of A hove ¥slanv. 


I. RULES OF ORDER. 


1. Wuen the President takes the chair, no member shall con- 
tinue standing, or shall afterwards stand up, except to address 
the chair. 

2. The members of the Convention shall sit in pews contigu- 
ous to one another, — the delegates of each church occupying 
one pew. 

3. No member shall absent himself from the Convention un- 
less he have leave, or be unable to attend. 

__ 4. No leave of absence shall be indefinitely granted to any 
member, unless full and sufficient reasons be given by him to the 
Convention. ‘ 

5. All special committees shall be appointed by the President, 
unless otherwise ordered by the Convention. 

6. A question being once determined shall stand as the judg- 
ment of the Convention, and shall not again be drawn into de- 
bate during the session, unless with the consent of two thirds of 
the members present. 

7. When any member is about to speak, or deliver any mat- 
ter to the Convention, he shall rise, and with due respect address 
himself to the President, and confine himself strictly to the point 
in debate. 

8. When two members chance to rise at the same time, the 
President shall determine to whom the preference shall be given ; 
and all questions of order the President shall decide, — subject to 
an appeal to the Convention. 

9. No member shall speak more than twice on the same ques- 
tion without leave. ‘ 
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10. No motion shall be acted upon until seconded, and, when 
required, reduced to writing. 

11. While the President is putting any question, the members 
shall continue in their seats, and shall not hold any private con- 
versation to the interruption of the Convention. 

12. Every member, who is in the Convention when any ques- 
tion is put, shall, on a division, be counted, unless he be person- 
ally interested in the question, or excused by the President. 

13. When a motion is under consideration, no other motion 
shall be made, except to postpone, to amend, to divide, or to 
commit. 

14. A motion for amendment or postponement shall be con- 
sidered as the previous question, and be decided before the origi- 
nal motion. 

15. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall 
be decided without debate. 

16. The yeas and nays shall be called and entered on the 
minutes, when required by one fifth of the members present. 

17. At the request .of the President, or on motion, the Con- 
vention may resolve itself into a Committee of the whole. 

18. All elections, when required by two members, shall be by 
ballot. 

19. All other questions shall be decided viva voce, or by hand 
” vote, unless a ballot be called for by two members. 

20. The sittings of the Convention shall be open to all per- 
sons who choose to attend, unless otherwise ordered by the Con- 
vention. 

21. After the first day the minutes of the preceding day shall 
be read each morning at the opening of the Convention, and, if 
necessary, corrected ; and, before the rising of the Convention, the 
whole proceedings of the session shall be read. 

22. When the Convention is about to rise, every member 
shall keep his seat until the President leaves his chair. 

23. None of the Rules of Orde¥ shall be suspended, without the 
consent of two thirds of the members present. 

24. The foregoing Rules of Order shall be read at the opening 
of every Convention, and shall be of force, unless repealed by | a 
vote of the Convention. 
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Il. STANDING ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


After the organization of the Convention, as provided for by 
the Constitution, the following order of business shall be observed 
for the first day of the session. 

I. The business incident to the organization of the Convention, 
embracing the consideration of applications of churches or par- 
ishes for admission into union with the Convention ; reports from 
special committees appointed at a preceding session of the Con- 
vention, &c. 

II. Regular annual reports, in the following order: 

. Report from the Treasurer of the Convention. 
. Report from the Standing Committee. 

Report from the Board of Missions. 

Report from the Board of Education. 
Report from the Board of Sunday Schools. , 
. Parochial Reports. 

Miscellaneous business. 

The following order of business shall be observed for the sec- 
ond day of the Convention : 

I. Miscellaneous business. 

II. Elections, — 

Of Treasurer. 

. Of Standing Committee. 

Board of Missions. 

Board of Education. 

. Board of Sunday Schools. 

. Delegates to the General Convention. 
. Preachers for next Convention. 
Miscellaneous business. 


Ae eC 
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K. 
CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


Prot. Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Rhode Island, 
AS RATIFIED AND ADOPTED 


AT ITS FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION, HOLDEN AT TRINITY 
CHURCH, NEWPORT, R. I. JUNE, 1841. 


ARTICLE I. 

Tis Church accedes to the Constitution of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of America, and also to the 
Constitution of the Protestant E/piscopal Church in the Eastern 
Diocese. 

ARTICLE IL. 

There shall be a stated Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this Diocese on the second Tuesday in June, in each 
year, at such hour and in such place as the Convention shall de- 
termine. Special meetings may be called by the Bishop, with 
the advice and consent of the Standing Committee. If the epis- 
copate be vacant, special meetings may be called by the Stand- 
ing Committee. No business shall be transacted at any special 
meeting, other than is specified in the notice calling such 
meeting. 

ARTICLE IIL 

Every Convention shall be opened with prayer, followed by a 
sermon, or by an address from the Bishop, and the celebration of 
the Lord’s supper; after which the President and Secretary of 
the preceding Convention shall take their places, when the Secre- 
tary shall call the names of the Clergy‘and the Lay Delegates. 
The Secretary of the Convention shall then be chosen, and the 
records of the preceding Convention shall be read, and the neces-’ 
sary committees appointed. The morning service of ihe Church, 
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or a special service appointed by the Bishop, shall be performed 
every day during the session of the Convention. 


ARTICLE IV. 
The Bishop shall preside in the Convention ; but, when absent, 
the President shall be chosen by ballot from among the clerical 
members of the Convention. 


ARTICLE V. 

The Convention shall be composed of the clergy officiating in 
the parishes in this Diocese ; and also of such clergymen as are 
employed as instructors in any incorporated seminary of learn- 
ing in this Diocese ; and of missionaries officiating in this Diocese, 
under the direction of the ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese ; 
and of ministers whose age and infirmities prevent the exercise 
of their clerical functions; and of chaplains of army and navy 
of the United States belonging to this Diocese ; and also of Lay 
Delegates, not exceeding four, from each parish in union, with 
this Convention, who shall present certificates, signed by the 
Wardens or the parish Clerk, that they are duly chosen. 


ARTICLE VI. “ 

New parishes may, by a vote of this Convention, be admitted 

into union with it, on presenting written evidence, under the au- 

thority of the Wardens and Vestry, that they are duly organ- 

ized, and accede to the Constitution and Canons of the General 
Convention, and also of the Convention of this Diocese. 


ARTICLE VII. 

The Convention being duly organized, the members present 
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business ; and up- 
on all questions the members shall deliberate in one body, and in 
voting shall vote by individuals. But if in any case it be re- 
quired by any three members, the two orders shall vote separate- 
ly ; and in such case the laity shall vote by congregations ; and 
the concurrence of both orders shall be necessary to constitute a 
decision. 

ARTICLE. VIII. 

The Secretary shall be chosen by ballot from among the mem- 
bers of the Convention, and he shall remain in office until the 
next Convention, and until the appointment of a successor. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

A Treasurer, who shall be a layman, shall be elected annual- 
ly, and shall continue in office during the pleasure of the Conven- 
tion. It shall be his duty to render to the Convention an annual 
report, in writing, of his doings, and of the state of the treasury. 


ARTICLE X. 

A Standing Committee, consisting of three clergymen and 
three laymen, who shall be communicants of this Church, shall 
be appointed by the Convention annually, and shall continue in 
office until the election of a new committee. They shall keep a 
record of their proceedings, and shall report the same to the Con- 
vention at its annual meeting. A majority shall be a quorum for 
all purposes, except those for which the Canons of the General 
Convention require a larger number. 


ARTICLE XI. 

Deputies to the General Convention shall be chosen by ballot 
at the annual meeting next preceding the meeting of the General 
Convention, and shall continue in office at least three years. 
The clerical deputies shall be nominated by the clergy, and the 
lay deputies by the laity; and the persons so nominated shall 
then be chosen by a concurrent vote of the two orders. Should 
any delegate decline such appointment, he shall, within one 
month after his appointment, so inform the Bishop, or (if there 
be no Bishop) the president of the Standing Committee ; where- 
upon the Bishop, or (if there be no Bishop) the Standing Com- 
mittee, shall forthwith provide a substitute. 


ARTICLE XII. 

Whenever the episcopate shall become vacant, the Standing 
Committee shall call a special Convention, to be held in the city 
of Providence within three months after such vacancy shall have 
occurred, and shall give written notice of the same at least four 
weeks previous to said meeting to each parish in union with the 
Convention. ‘The Convention, thus assembled, may immediately 
proceed to the election of a Bishop, or make any other provision 
for the episcopal supervision of the Diocese. 


ARTICLE XIII. 
The election of a Bishop shall proceed in the following man- 
ner: The two orders having separated, the clergy shall appoint, 


Appendix. 55 


by ballot, a person for that office; whereupon their choice shall 
be made known to the order of Lay Delegates ; and, if approved 
of by them, the candidate so appointed shall be declared to be 
duly elected. In any such election, a majority of each order 
shall determine the choice. 


ARTICLE XIV. 
Canons for the government of the Church, and Rules of Order 
for the conducting of business, may be adopted from time to 
time by the Convention. 


ARTICLE XV. 

The mode of altering this Constitution shall be as follows: 
A proposition of amendment shall be introduced in writing, and 
considered in the Convention; and, if approved of in that Con- 
vention, by a majority of the two orders, voting thereon separate; 
ly, the change shall take place, and the Constitution shall be valid 
and obligatory. 


Note. The above Constitution was approved by the last An- 
nual Convention, and submitted to this Convention for their final 
action, agreeably to the provision of Article 1X. of the old Con- 
stitution, and has been accordingly considered, ratified, and 
ADOPTED. 


Francis Vinton, Secretary. 
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L. 


Canons 


ADOPTED AT 


THE FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


° PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, HOLDEN AT TRINITY CHURCH, 
NEWPORT, R. I. JUNE 8 anp 9, 1841. 


CANON I. 


Offences for which Ministers may be tried. 


DisorDERLY, scandalous, and immoral conduct; neglect of duty; 
engaging in any worldly avocations palpably incompatible with 
the clerical office and the due discharge of pastoral duty ; disre- 
gard of the Constitution and Canons of the General and Dioce- 
san Conventions; a continued non-attendance at the Annual Con- 
vention of the Church in this Diocese; disseminating or counte- 
nancing opinions contrary to the doctrines of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States, —are offences for which a 
clergyman ought to be censured, and for which, when ae 
he may be brought to trial. 


CANON II. 
Mode of trying Clergymen. 


If any clergyman of this Church offend in any one or more of 
the instances enumerated in the foregoing Canon, complaint may 
be made to the Standing Committee, which shall be done in 
writing by two persons, who shall be communicants, and one of 
whom shall be a presbyter of this Church. | 

The Standing Committee, if they deem the charges well 
founded, shall present said clergyman to the Bishop for trial. 

The Bishop shall thereupon summon a jury of three presby- 
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ters, who shall be the judges both of the law and the facts: the 
Standing Committee shall act as prosecutors in the case, and 
shall give the accused a copy of the charges presented to the 
Bishop, and also sixty days’ notice of the time and place of the 
trial. Neither party shall employ a layman as advocate. 

If the accused shall not appear at the trial, the judgment of 
the court shall proceed against him by default, and he shall be 
suspended from the exercise of his clerical functions for the 
space of six months. And if, during that period, he shall not 
apply for a trial, he shall then be degraded from the ministry. 

The judgment of the court shall in all cases be made known in 
writing to the accused, and to the Vestry of his church, to- 
gether with the charges and specifications, and an outline of the 
evidence produced on the trial, if it shall be demanded by the 
accused. 

If the Bishop approve the judgment, he shall, within thirty 
days, proceed to administer the discipline prescribed by the 
court. 

Should the Bishop disapprove the decision of the court, he 
may, at his discretion, summon a new court, and order a new trial ; 
and the judgment of the second court shall be final, and the 
- Bishop shall then proceed to execute it as above. 


CANON II. 
Discipline of Communicants. 


Communicants who shall neglect the holy communion, or an 
attendance on public worship, for the space of six months, without 
a reason satisfactory to the Rector of the church, shall be sus- 
pended from the communion. For any other offences the man- 
ner of discipline shall be as follows: 

The Rector shall first admonish the offender ; and, if there shall 
within a reasonable time appear no satisfactory proof of repent- 
ance, the Rector shall forthwith repel him from the communion. 

In every instance of repelling, the Rector shall give notice to 
the Bishop, (as provided in the 42d Canon of the General Con- 
vention.) Should the communicant so repelled appeal to the 
Bishop, the Bishop shall summon a council of four presbyters, 
of which he shall be president, to decide upon the case. Should 
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the council reverse the judgment of the Rector, the repelled 
communicant is restored ; and, should they confirm his decision, 
the communicant is repelled. 


CANON IV. 
Board of Missions. 


The missionary operations of the Church in this Diocese shall 
be conducted by a Board of Missions, to be called the Mission- 
ary Convocation of the Church in Rhode Island, consisting of 
such of the Clergy in the Diocese, entitled to seats in the Con- 
vention, as shall pledge to the treasury of the Board, for the mis- 
sionary purposes of the same, an annual sum equal to at least 
one tenth of their respective salaries. ‘The Board shall report 
annually to the Convention their proceedings, together with an 
account of their receipts and expenditures, and a general state- 
ment of the condition and prospects of their missionary stations. 

The Bishop of the Diocese shall be, ex officto, President of 
the Board, and no appointment of Missionaries shall be made 
unless approved of by him, according to the condition of the 
30th Canon of the General Convention. 

Whenever a Missionary is to be employed without a call from 
the parish, the Bishop shall have a concurrent voice in his 
appointment. 

The Treasurer of this Board shall be a layman of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church. 


CANON VY. 
Board of Education. 


There shall be appointed annually by the Convention a Board 
of Education, consisting of two clergymen and one layman, to 
whom shall be intrusted the appointment of young men to be 
educated for the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church. 
A report of their doings shall be presented annually to the Con- 
vention, and pledges shall be solicited from the clergy and laity 
of the several churches for the objects of the Board. 

The beneficiaries of the Board shall be subject to its direction 
and control, except in those instances when a church or an indi- 
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vidual shall alone establish a scholarship, contributing a sum not 
less than seventy-five dollars, when the church or individual so 
contributing shall appoint and direct the education of the incum- 
bent. If any scholarship so instituted shall be vacant for the 
space of six months, the money pledged for its support shall still 
be paid and applied to the general purposes of the Board. 


CANON VI. 
Board of Sunday Schools. 


There shall be appointed annually, by the Convention, a Board 
_of Sunday Schools of the Church within the Diocese, to consist 
of two clergymen and one layman. The said Board shall or- 
ganize themselves by electing a Chairman and Secretary, and 
shall make an annual statistical report of the Sunday schools 
within the Diocese, accompanied with such facts and sugges- 
tions as they shall deem to be interesting and calculated to pro- 
mote the Sunday school cause. 


CANON VII. 
Bishop’s Fund. 


Contributions of the Parishes in this Diocese for the support 
of the Bishop shall be sent to the Treasurer of the Convention, 
who shall transmit the same to the Treasurer of the Eastern 
Diocesan Convention, and report annually to this Convention. 


CANON VIII. 
Alterations of the Canons. 


Forasmuch as frequent legislation, or any needless fluctua- 
tion in the rules and regulations of the Church is to be avoided, 
as being both troublesome and dangerous, it is hereby declared 
that no alteration in the Canons of the Diocese shall be made, 


unless it be approved and confirmed by a majority of both 
orders. 


NOTICE. 


The next Annual Convention of the Protestant Episco- 


pal Church in Rhode Island will be held in St. Michael’s 


Church, Bristol, on the second Tuesday in June, 1842, at 
10 o’clock, A. M. 


FRANCIS VINTON, 
Secretary of the Convention. 
Newport, June, 1841. 
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LIST OF THE CLERGY 


OF THE 
Protestant Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocese. 


NOVEMBER, A. D. 1842. 


The Rt. Rev. ALEXANDER VIETS GRISWOLD, D. D. 
Bishop of the Eastern Diocese. 


Slaine. 


The Rey. Wituiam R. Bascock, Rector of Christ Church, Gar- 
diner. 

The Rey. Joun Brake, officiating at Houlton. 

The Rey. Freperick Freeman, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 
Augusta, 

The Rey. Evezer A. GREENLEAF. 

The Rev. James Pratt, Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, Port-. 
land. 

The Rey. Joun West, Rector of St. John’s Church, Bangor. 


Massachusetts. 


The Rey. Eraan Atten, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Otis. 

The Rey. Samuet B. Bascocx, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Dedham. , 

The Rev. Epwarp Batiarp, Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Pittsfield. 

The Rey. Witi1am S. Bartter, officiating in Mount Zion Church, 
Chelsea. 

The Rey. Henry. H. Bares, officiating in St. Mark’s Church, 
Blandford. 
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The Rev. Autrrep L, Baury, Rector of St. Mary’s Church, 
Newton Lower Falls. 

The Rey. Natuanien T.. Bent, Rector of St. Thomas’ Church, 
‘Taunton. 

The Rev. Henry Buackater, Rector of Trinity Church, Bridge- 
water. 

The Rev. Joun L. Buaxe, D. D. residing in New York. 

The Rev. Sizas Buatspaue, Rector of St. James’ Church, Ames- 
bury. 

The Rev. Isaac Bovis, D. D. Treasurer of the Bishop’s Fund, 
occasionally officiating, Boston. 

The Rey. THomas M. Ciarx, Rector of Grace Church, Boston. 

The Rev. Oranee Crarx, D. D. officiating at St. John’s Church, 
Northampton. 

The Rev. Joserpn H. Cuiincn, Rector of St. Matthew’s Church, 
South Boston. 

The Rev. Wit.14m Cook, Deacon, teaching a school in Salem. 

The Rev. Samuvent Curier, Rector of St. Andrew’s Church, 
Hanover. 

The Rev. THEopore Epson, Rector of St. Anne’s Church, 
Lowell. 

The Rey. Justin Fiexp, Jr. Rector of St. John’s Chapel, Jamaica 
Plain, Roxbury. 

The Rev. Francis A. Foxcrort. 

The Rev. Samuet Futter, D. D. Rector of Christ Church, 
Andover. 

The Rev. Danriet L. B. Goopwin, Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Wilkinsonville. 

The Rev. Patrick H. Greenuear, Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Charlestown. 

The Rev. Samuen Hassarp, Rector of St. James’, Church, Great 
Barrington. | 

The Rev. Nicnoras Horpin, Rector of Christ Church, Cam- 
bridge. 

The Rey. M. A. D’W. Hows, Rector of St. James’ Church, Rox- 
bury. 

The Rev. Tuomas R. Lampert, Rector of Grace Church, New 
Bedford. 

The Rey. Daniet Leacn, Principal of the Latin and English 
High School, Roxbury. 
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The Rey. Henry W. Lee, Rector of Christ Church, Springfield. 

The Rey. Georece Lzeps, officiating in Trinity Church, Boston. 

The Rey. Cuarztes Mason, Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Salem. 

The Rey. Samvet M’Burney, Minister of a Free Church, and 
City Missionary, Boston. 

The Rev. Amos D. M’Coy, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, Lowell. 

The Rev. Bensamin C. C. Parxer. 

The Rev. Samvet P. Parker, Minister of St. Paul’s Church, 
Stockbridge, and Trinity Church, Van Deusenville. 

The Rev. Jacos Pearson, Rector of St. John’s Church, Ashfield. 

The Rey. Emory M. Porter, Deacon. 

The Rey. Fernanpo C. Heat at officiating in Christ Church, 
Clappville. 

The Rev. Georce M. Ranpatt, Rector of the Church of the 
Ascension, Fall River. 

The Rey. Joun P. Rospinson, Rector of Christ Church, Quincy. 

The Rev. Samvet B. SHaw, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, 
Lanesborough. 

The Rey. THEopore W. Snow. 

The Rev. Epwarp J. Stearns. 

The Rey. Moses P. Stickney, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, 

Marblehead. 

The Rey. Titus Strone, D. D. Rector of St. James’ Church, 
Greenfield. 

The Rev. Samuet A. Taytor, Deacon. 

The Rev. ALExANDER H. Vinton, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Boston. 

The Rev. Freperick WaDLEIGH. 

The Rev. George Waters, officiating in Lenox. 

The Rev. Jonn L. Watson, Assistant Minister on the Greene 
Foundation, Trinity Church, Boston. 

The Rey. E. M. P. Wetus, Rector of the School of Moral Disci- 
pline, South Boston. 

The Rey. Winuram A. Waits, Theanine 

The Rev. Witi1am WITHINGTON. 

The Rey. Jonn Woart, Rector of Christ Church, Boston. 

The Rev. Carvin Wotcort, officiating in St. Andrew’s Church, 
Hopkinton, New Hampshire. — 
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Rhode Island. 


The Rev. Jonn BristEp, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. 

The Rev. Lemvet Bures, residing in Wickford. 

The Rey. James H. Carpenter, Deacon. 

The Rey. Azex D. Cots, officiating in St. James’ Church, Woon- 
socket. 

The Rey. Sinas A. Crane, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, Bast 
Greenwich. 

The Rev. Narnan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. John’s Church, 
Providence. 

The Rev. James H. Eames, officiating in Wakefield, South 
Kingston. 

The Rev. Tuomas F. Fates, Assistant Minister of St. Michael’s 
Church, Bristol. 

‘The Rev. Samuet Goopate, Deacon. 

The Rey. GEorce W. Hatuaway, Rector of St. Mark’s Church, 
Warren. 

The Rev. Witt1am H. Newman, Rector of. Christ Church, Wes- 
terly. 

The Rey. SamvEn PENNY, Jr. Rector of Emanuel Church, Mann- 
ville. 

The Rev. Tuomas L. Ranpotps, Deacon. 

The Rey. Jonn H. Rousse, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. 

The Rev. Joun Supparp, residing in Johnstown. 

The Rev. Grorce Tart, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North 
Providence. 

The Rev. Cuarues C. Taytor, Rector of Christ Church, Lonsdale. 

The Rev. Francis Vinton, Rector of Trinity Church, Newport. 

The Rev. Mitton Warp, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, Ports- 
mouth. 

The Rev. Henry Waterman, Rector of St. Stephen’s Church, 
Providence. 

The Rev. Bensamin Watson, Rector of Zion Church, Newport. 

The Rev. Joun Wayxianp, Deacon. 

The Rev. ALEXANDER CrUMMELL, officiating in Christ Church, 
Providence. 


JOURNAL. 


Sr. Joun’s Cuurcu, CHARLESTOWN, SEPT. 28, 1842. 
Tuts being the time and place for the meeting of the Conven- 
tion of the Eastern Diocese, the Bishop took the chair at 9 o’clock, 
A. M., and called the Convention to order. 
A list of the Clergy of the Diocese was then called, and the 
following persons answered to their names: 
The Rr. Rev. Anexanper V. Griswotp, D. D. Bishop of the 


Eastern Diocese. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Rev. Samuel B. Babcock, 
** Henry H. Bates, 
“ Alfred L. Baury, 
*¢ Silas Blaisdale, 
«¢ Isaac Boyle, D. D. 
‘© ‘Thomas M. Clark, 
*¢ Joseph H. Clinch, 
* Samuel Cutler, 
*“ Samuel Fuller, D. D. 
“ Daniel L. B. Goodwin, 
‘Patrick H. Greenleaf, 
* Samuel Hassard, 
** Nicholas Hoppin, 
*“ ‘Thomas R. Lambert, 
** Henry W. Lee, 


66 


66 


Rey. Charles Mason, 


Samuel M’Burney, 
Amos D. McCoy, 
Benj. C. C. Parker, 
Samuel P. Parker, 
Fernando C. Putnam, 
George M. Randall, 
John P. Robinson, 
Samuel B. Shaw, 
Theodore W. Snow, 
Moses P. Stickney, 
Titus Strong, D. D. 
John Woart, 
William Withington. 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. Rev. Samuel Penny, Jr. 


“ 'Thomas M. Fales, 
“ Wm. H. Newman, 


66 


Charles C. Taylor. 


The certificates of Lay Delegates being called for by the 
Bishop, were then presented, and read; from which it appeared 
that the following persons had been duly appointed to represent, 
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in this Convention, the several churches from which they came. 
Those whose names are printed in italics answered to their 
names. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Trinity Church, Boston. William D. Sohier, Edward H. 
Robbins, George M. Dexter. 

St. Paul’s Church, Boston. James C. Merrill. 

Christ Church, Boston. Elias W. Goddard, William Munroe, 
C. P, Gordon. 

St. Paul’s Church, Newburyport. Edward S. Rand, Moses 
Merrill, Eliphalet Emery, Edmund Bartlett, Jr. 

St. Peter’s Church, Salem. Joseph Adams, John S. Harrison. 

St. James’ Church, Roxbury. Francis Hilliard, Ebenezer 
Rhodes, Thomas W. Haskins. 

Christ Church, Cambridge. Isaac Lum, Luther Foote. 

Grace Church, Boston. Charles R. Bond. 

St. Stephen’s Church, Pittsfield. Edward A. Newton. 

Grace Church, New Bedford. Thomas Riddell, George W. 
Chevers, Levi L. Crane. | 

St. Andrew’s Church, Hanover. James Waterman, Joseph C. 
Stockbridge, Gad J. Bailey. 

Mount Zion Church, Chelsea. Ruggles Slack, Stephen D. 
Massey, William Knapp. 

St. Marys Church, Newton Lower Falls. Isaac Hager, 
Wyllys G. Eaton. 

Christ Church, Springfield. James Barnes, E. D. Beach, 
William W. Lee. 

St. John’s Church, Charlestown. Phineas Capen, Andrew J. 
Lock, Joshua Bates, Jr. 

St. John’s Church, Wilkinsonville. Leroy Litchfield, E. R. 
Dodge, James Dudley. 

Church of the Ascension, Fall River. Richard W. Batt, 
John Houghton, William Langford. 

St. Paul’s Church, Dedham. Ira Cleaveland, Elisha Thayer, 
John Bent. 

Trinity Church, Nantucket. Thomas D. Morris, Samuel H. 
Jenks, Charles C. Myrick. 


RHODE ISLAND. 


Grace Church, Providence. Alexander Hodges, S. Augustus 
Arnold, William T. Grinnell. 
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St. Mark’s Church, Warren. George Wheaton, William 
Pierce, James Gardner. 


The Convention proceeded to the choice of a Secretary; and, 
on counting the ballots, it was declared that the Rev. Daniel L. B. 
Goodwin had been reélected. 

On motion, 

Resolved, That clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
not members of this Convention, candidates for holy orders, and 
other members and friends of the Church who may be present, 
be invited to take honorary seats in this Convention. 

The usual Rules of Order having been read, were adopted as 
the Rules for the government of this Convention. 

The Rev. Samuel B. Babcock, collector of the assessment of 
the last year to defray the expense of printing the Journal, Wc., 
reported that he had made the collections, and paid all dues of 
this Convention. ‘This report was accepted. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That a Committee of Finance be chosen. Where- 
upon, the Rev. Alfred L. Baury, Hon. James C. Merrill, and Wil- 
liam T. Grinnell, Esq., were appointed. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That when we adjourn, it be to meet again at half 
past 2 o’clock, this afternoon. . 

The Rev. Samuel Cutler asked and obtained leave of absence 
for the remainder of the session. 

On motion, 

Voted to adjourn. 

Morning prayer was read by the Rev. Samuel B. Shaw, assist- 
ed by the Rev. Thomas R. Lambert. The sermon was preached 
by the Rev. George M. Randall, from Acts xvi. 5: “ And so were 
the churches established in the faith, and increased in number 
daily.” After the sermon, the Bishop admitted William Augus- 
tus White to the holy order of Deacons, and administered the 
holy communion, assisted by the Rev. Mr. Shaw. 


Afternoon, 24 o’clock. 
The Convention reassembled, and after the list of the Clergy 
and Lay Delegates had been called, the Bishop delivered the 
following Address : 
2 
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Bishop Griswold’s 


ADDRESS TO THE CONVENTION. 


Ir is, I trust, Christian friends and brethren, with a just sense of 
the Lord’s patient goodness, in permitting me to meet you again 
in Convention, that I shall endeavor once more to perform the 
duty required by the eighth canon of 1841:—to “state the af- 
fairs of the Eastern Diocese since the last meeting of the Con- 
vention ; the names of the churches that I have visited; the num- 
ber of persons confirmed; the names of those who have been 
received as candidates for orders, and of those who have been 
ordained ; the changes by death, removal, or otherwise, which 
have taken place among the clergy, and all other matters which 
will tend to throw light on’? what concerns the churches under 
our care. 

In stating the names of the churches visited, it will suffice to 
say in few words, that I have visited all the churches in the East- 
ern Diocese, where we have ministers, with the exception of 
Ashfield, in Massachusetts. 

It will not be necessary, and, I presume, not desired, that I 
should, in this address, particularly mention the times and places, 
when and where I have preached, and administered baptism, and 
the Lord’s supper. In these duties my labors have been about 
the same as in years preceding; not less, I may venture to say, 
having preached from once to five times in each church, in all 
153 times, and many times I have administered other ordinances ; 
but of the present state of the churches, and the changes which 
have happened in them, it is my duty to give you some more 
particular information. 

To begin with Rhode Island: the Rev. Mr. Newman officiates 
in Westerly, and the parish there is happily united and prosper- 
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ous. Their church has been recently painted and neatly carpet- 
ed. The Rey. Mr. Eames officiates in Wakefield, where his 
services are well received, and we may hope will be much 
blessed. In Westerly, were nine confirmed. Our brethren in 
Kingston and Tower Hill are, at present, without the regular min- 
istrations of our church; the necessity of this deprivation is matter 
of regret. The like may be said of the small parish in James- 
town, where, however, they have lay reading. 

The Rey. Mr. Burge, in consequence of ill health, has resign- 
ed the charge of St. Paul’s Church, in Wickford, which is now 
supplied by the Rev. Mr. Rouse. The parish has not, at any 
time, been in a more promising state. Eight persons were con- 
firmed there, and nine in East Greenwich, where the Rev. Mr. 
Crane officiates very acceptably to the parish. 

The two churches in Newport are in a very good state. The 
Rey. Mr. West has resigned the pastoral care of Zion Church, 
and the Rey. Benjamin Watson, from Connecticut, has been unan- 
imously invited to take charge of it, where he is laboring suc- 
cessfully. In my last visitation, seven were confirmed in that 
, church, and twenty in Trinity Church. The Rev. Mr. Ward of- 
ficiates still in Portsmouth, to the acceptance, I believe, of the 
parish ; none were confirmed there. 

In February, I visited Bristol, where forty-five were confirm- 
ed. On the 13th of June, thirty-four more were presented for 
confirmation, making the whole number this year seventy-nine. 
When, in 1804,1 took the charge of that parish, there were about 
twenty-five families decidedly attached to the Episcopal Church, 
and about the same number of communicants. Since that time 
it has been continually increasing, till it now has between three 
and four hundred communicants. On the 14th and 15th of June, 
I met in that place with the Convention of Rhode Island. St. 
Mark’s Church, in Warren, has not, in any degree, declined from 
its uniformly vigorous, prosperous state. In my two visits to that 
parish fifteen were confirmed. 

St. John’s Church, in Providence, continues in its healthy, 
vigorous state; it is one of the few churches, which, in these 
times of change and removal, has long been blessed with the la- 
bors of one and the same minister. -In April, I confirmed there 
thirty-four persons ; and, on the 16th of June, in that church, ad- 
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mitted the Rev. John Wayland to the order of deacons. The 
Rey. Alexander H. Vinton has resigned the rectorship of Grace 
Church, in Providence, and, for several months last past, the Rev. 
Mr. Peet has officiated in that parish. I have visited it twice, and 
confirmed there fifteen. ‘The removal of their late much-esteem- 
ed rector has caused some discouragement; but we hope that, as 
in a former like trial, the Lord will overrule it for good, and con- 
tinue his blessings to that people. The Rev. Mr. Waterman, on 
account of ill health, resigned the charge of his church in Ber- 
non, and has become the rector of St. Stephen’s, in Providence. 
His health is now better: I instituted him into that church on 
the 14th of November last; and, at a subsequent visitation in 
April, confirmed there twenty. The Rev. Mr. Crummell has, 
since his ordination in May last, the charge of a colored congre- 
gation in Providence. 

St. Paul’s Church, in North Providence, has also been long 
blessed with the faithful and successful services of one and the 
same minister. He has presented twenty-eight for confirmation. 
The church in Lonsdale continues prosperous, under the care of 
the Rey. Mr. Taylor; twenty of his parishioners have been con- 
firmed. ‘The ministrations of the Rev. Mr. Penny, in Manville, 
have been much blessed, and twelve in his parish have been con- 
firmed. In Bernon, (or Woonsocket,) the Rev. Mr. Cole officiates, 
and six in his parish have been confirmed. His church is ina 
good and healthy state. 

From this brief statement you may see, that our merciful God 
and Saviour continues his blessing upon our labors in that State. 
The number of churches has not been increased ; but many souls, 
we trust, have been added to the Lord. 

For the degree of prosperity vouchsafed to our churches in 
Massachusetts, we have not less cause for thankfulness and praise. 
In my late visit to Nantucket, twenty-two persons were confirm- 
ed; but it was with no little pain that | found such further change 
and derangement in the chancel, desk, &c., of their church, that 
the convenience for administering confirmation and the other 
Christian ordinances is very much diminished; and all this, to 
render, it seems, the whole more conformable to the’ supersti- 
tious fooleries of the dark ages of the church. The people of 
the parish are united, and are making laudable exertions to pay 
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the interest, and slowly diminish the principal of the debt which 
still lies heavily upon them. 

The Rey. Mr. Lambert officiates in Grace Church, New Bed- 
ford, much to the acceptance of the people, and the prosperity of 
the parish. In my two visitations, during our last diocesan year, 
I have there confirmed nineteen. It is much to be desired that 
the health of their present minister will be such as to encourage 
him to consent to a permanent settlement among that worthy 
people. ‘Trinity Church, in Bridgewater, I have recently visited, 
but none were confirmed. Notwithstanding some discourage- 
ment from pecuniary losses, they seem determined to continue 
their Christian course with vigor and pious zeal. ‘The Church of 
’ the Ascension, in Fall River, is also doing well. Its minister is 
faithfully laborious, and has presented sixteen for confirmation. 

The Rey. Mr. Cutler has accepted an invitation from the church 
in Hanover, and has become, permanently, we hope, their minis- 
ter. My last visit to that parish was, to myself, very interesting. 
On the evening of Saturday, the 26th of March, we had divine 
service, which a large congregation attended, apparently, with 
much religious feeling. ‘The next day we had several services, 
and sixty-four came forward to receive confirmation. On Mon- 
day, the 27th, the religious services and devout attendance of the 
people in great numbers were still continued, and their minister, 
with the usual solemnities, was ordained priest. During a few 
years preceding, that parish had seemed to decline, and its pros- 
pects were discouraging. But the minister of Christ should never 
be discouraged. If we are sincere and faithful in preaching the 
doctrines of his cross, and salvation through faith in the redemp- 
tion which he has wrought for us, our preaching will never be in 
vain. It is the instrumentality which God has ordained for the 
conversion of mankind, and his blessing will attend it. 

It causes regret that we are, at present, unable to extend the 
regular ministrations of the gospel to the little flock in Marshfield ; 
but if they unite in prayer, and trust in God, he will not forsake 
them. The Rev. Mr. Cutler visits them occasionally. 

The Rev. Mr. Robinson, having resigned his parish in Marble- 
head, officiates now in Quincy, and thus far, it seems, with very 
much success. Our prayers should be offered to God, that he 
may be made the instrument of reviving that parish, which has, 
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for some time, appeared to be ina desponding state. I visited 
that church in December, then under the pastoral care of the 
Rey. Mr. Wolcott, and had made appointment to visit it again in 
March, which, in consequence of Mr. Wolcott’s resigning the 
parish, was not done. 

The Rev. Mr. Bent has accepted a call from St. Thomas’ 
Church, in Taunton, and become its rector, and, under his minis- 
try, it appears to have recovered from what it suffered in conse- 
quence of the Rev. Mr. Neville’s removal. Twelve in that 
church were, in May, confirmed. In Dedham, I spent the last 
Christmas day, and the day following; preached several times, 
and gave the communion. None were confirmed. The state of 
the parish is about the same as in the year preceding. 

January 6th, in the beautiful little church called St. John’s 
Chapel, on Jamaica Plain, the Rev. Justin Field, Jr. received 
deacon’s orders. Recently, the people who worship in it have 
called him to be permanently their minister; and, on the seventh 
day of this present month he was, in the same church, ordained 
priest. We may hope, and we should pray, that our ministra- 
tions may prove to be a great blessing to that very delightful 
village. I have visited it three times. 

St. James’ Church, in Roxbury, though struggling under em- 
barrassing circumstances, still continues to increase ; and there is 
still reason to hope that, through the blessing of God upon the 
labors and the very laudable zeal of that people and their rector, 
they will at length be freed from the debt which rests so hard 
upon them, and become one of the largest and best parishes in | 
the diocese. In the two visitations to that church, twenty-four 
have been confirmed. Eleven, also, have been confirmed in St. 
Matthew’s Church, in South Boston, which continues, we trust, in 
a good state. ‘The Rev. Mr. Wells continues his labors in South 
Boston, profitably, we trust, to the cause of good morals and true 
religion. 

In Trinity Church, in Boston, twenty have been confirmed. 
The parish continues healthy, strong, and vigorous, and not weary 
in well-doing. 

The Rev. Dr. Stone, much to our regret, left the parish of St. 
Paul’s Church, in Boston, who have since called to its rectorship | 
the Rev. Mr. Vinton. I instituted him into that office on the 11th 
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of May, and his labors there, in all human appearance, have 
been very much blessed. On the 29th of the same month, forty- 
nine of his parishioners received confirmation. And the next 
day, in ‘the same church, Alexander Crummell was ordained 
deacon. Christ Church, of the same city, is doing well; there 
has been no change in it, but for the better. In April, thirty- 
nine were confirmed there, and in the same church, on the 19th 
of June, Emery M. Porter was ordained deacon. Grace Church, 
in Boston, continues likewise to enjoy the smiles of a gracious 
Providence. I have officiated in it five times; at one time, con- 
firmed in it thirteen, and, at another time, twenty-two. An un- 
usual. proportion of the congregation, and of the communicants 
especially, are young people, which augurs well for the future 
prosperity of the church. On the 29th of December, James H. 
Eames was there ordained deacon; and, on the 4th of the 
present month, Samuel A. Taylor was also there admitted to the 
same order of the Christian ministry. In the chapel or hall of 
the City Mission, I have officiated several times, and confirmed 
nine persons. The arduous labors of its minister are instru- 
mental of much good; but the institution is not likely to prosper 
much without a convenient house for public worship. The good 
of our church, not only in Boston, but in all the State, and, in- 
deed, throughout our country, requires that we have more 
churches in that city. Had we as much of such zeal as other 
Christians, their number would soon be increased. I would not, 
however, withhold the just praise of what is done by many, and, 
especially, by several associations of ladies in Boston, and in 
other places, for the promotion of religion and other charitable 
objects. It is worthy of all praise. ‘To the societies, and labors, 
and pious contributions of females throughout the diocese we are 
indebted, under God, for a great part of our prosperity and in- 
crease. May the Lord, in his mercy, remember them for good. 
Something, indeed, is commenced in two other places in Boston, 
which, if suitably nourished, may, through God’s blessing, be the 
seeds of flourishing churches. 

The church in Cambridge I have visited twice, and confirmed 
six persons. ‘The state of the parish is about the same as in the 
year preceding. This, inCharlestown, I have visited three times, 
and confirmed thirty-one. I was informed that many others 
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were desirous to be confirmed, but it was thought expedient that 
they should wait for further instructions in the doctrines and 
usages of the Episcopal Church. On the 10th of November, this 
edifice, called St. John’s Church, was solemnly dedicated to 
God’s holy worship; and on the 21st of the same month, I in- 
stituted the Rev. Mr. Greenleaf as the rector of the parish; and 
we have cause to bless God for its prosperous state. The “ little 
flock,” lately gathered in Chelsea, have recently invited the Rév. 
Mr. Bartlet to be their minister, and I feel much encouraged in 
his having accepted the call. ‘T'wo persons have been confirmed 
there. Though it is now with them a “day of small things,” 
their prospects seem to be encouraging. 

The parish in Marblehead have called the Rev. Mr. Stickney 
to be their minister, who, on the 14th of this month, was, in St. 
Michael’s Church, admitted to the holy order of priests. I have 
visited the parish three times, and confirmed eleven. The peo- 
ple continue zealous and united. And the like may be said of 
St. Peter’s Church, in Salem; the parish is gradually increasing, 
and fifteen have been confirmed. 

The parish in St. Paul’s Church, in Newburyport, as you all 
know, has been visited with deep affliction in the decease of their 
venerable and much-esteemed pastor, the Rev. Dr. Morss. He 
died on the 26th of April, and on the 28th, we attended his 
funeral. ‘The Rev. Dr. Burroughs delivered a discourse adapted 
to the occasion. ‘The loss, to his surviving family, seems great 
indeed ; but God, who governs all things, is just and good. 
What is said of that parish can be said of very few ; that, during 
ninety years it has been regularly supplied by no more than two 
ministers ; the Rey. (afterwards Right. Rev.) Edward Bass, and 
our highly-esteemed brother whose loss we now mourn. In that 
parish, eleven have been confirmed, and in Amesbury, five. In 
the last-named place, the Rev. Mr. Blaisdale officiates very ac- 
ceptably to the people. Had they a larger house of worship, the 
parish, undoubtedly, would soon be much increased. 

In Andover, I have held two confirmations, and administered 
the rite to thirteen persons. ‘The parish continues to do well. 
To our two parishes in Lowell, I have had several pleasant visita- 
tions. On the 13th of March, I confirmed thirteen in St. Anne’s . 
Church, and admitted the Rev. William H. Moore to the order of 
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priesthood ; and the same day confirmed, of St. Luke’s parish, 
twenty-three persons. April the 7th, in St. Anne’s Church, 
‘William D. Wilson was ordained deacon. July 30th and 3l1st, I 
preached in Lowell several times, and in St. Anne’s Church, 
confirmed fifty-one ; and in St. Luke’s Church, twenty-four. The 
next day, August Ist, assisted a respectable number of my clerical 
brethren in laying the corner-stone of a new church edifice now 
being erected by St. Luke’s parish. And last Sunday I again 
visited those churches, and confirmed, in St. Anne’s Church, 
twenty-nine, and in the hall occupied for their place of worship 
by St. Luke’s parish, sixteen persons. ‘The whole number con- 
firmed in Lowell this year is, in St. Anne’s Church, ninety-three, 
and in St. Luke’s, sixty-three. Our brethren there, have on 
them the heavy burden of building one church and buying 
another; but the Lord, we hope and pray, will give them the 
heart and the means cheerfully to bear it. The church in New- 
ton Lower Falls, continues, as in times past, united, and in- 
creasing. Fourteen have been there confirmed. 

We have, perhaps, no minister of Christ who labors with more 
patient industry and disinterested zeal, and, we may add, (con- 
_ sidering his field of labor,) with more success, than our worthy 
brother, the rector of St. John’s Church, in Wilkinsonville. I men- 
tion this, the rather because many of our people are unacquaint- 
ed with the good that he has done, and is still doing there. In 
my two visits there, eighteen were confirmed. They have a 
large and good choir of singers, and their responses in the service, 
as compared with our congregations generally, who are all more 
or less deficient, are remarkably good. ‘The fifteen who were 
confirmed in March, had been recently converted to the Christian 
faith. 

Sunday, the 18th of this month, I spent in Clappville, where 
the Rev. Mr. Putnam now officiates. The parish is ina low and 
somewhat discouraging state; but there are particular and good 
reasons for an uninterrupted continuance of our services in that 
place. One person was confirmed. 

Christ Church, in Springfield, I have visited twice, and in it 
confirmed eighteen. It is doing very well. Our churches on 
the west side of Connecticut river, I have visited but once each, 


and Ashfield, as I said, not once even. I have learned that it 
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continues as it was last year, when | passed a Sunday there. In 
the parish of St. James’ Church, in Greenfield, we still find that 
happy union and active zeal, of minister and people, which, for 
almost thirty years, has been, without interruption, continued. 
Confirmations there were three. 

Sunday, the 20th of August, I passed in Northampton, and re- 
joiced at finding the state of St. John’s Church there evidently 
changed for the better. By the exertions of their minister, the 
Rev. Dr. Clark, and the aid of some gentlemen of Boston and 
New York, their house is at length nearly freed from debt. And, 
what is better, their attention is much more awakened to the 
‘one thing needful.”” ‘Ten came forward to confirmation, and 
twelve to the Lord’s supper, which I was requested to administer. 
Dr. Clark is much encouraged, and intends, if his means will 
admit of it, to reside in Northampton, among the people, which is 
much to be desired. St. Luke’s Church, in Lanesboro’, is in a 
very good and flourishing state. ‘The rector, Mr. Shaw, and his 
family, have been recently and deeply afflicted by the sudden‘death 
of a very hopeful, promising son. The mournful event appears 
to have been blessed to many, especially the young of the parish. 
Five only came forward to confirmation; but it was expected 
that a considerable number would scon be baptized, and ready 
for confirmation at some future time. Thus “in the midst of 
judgment the Lord remembers mercy.” 

The other churches in Berkshire county, are in a good state, 
though the numbers confirmed in some of them were small. In 
Pittsfield, eight; in Lenox, one; in Stockbridge, none; in Great 
Barrington, three; in Van Deusenville, two; in Otis, two; and 
one in Blandford. The ministers of those churches appear to be 
all faithful, and doing much good, and we hope, through God’s 
blessing, seed is sowing for a greater harvest. But there is, gen- 
erally, among many serious, thoughtful people, a backwardness 
and want of decision respecting a public profession of their faith, 
and well may the minister of Christ address them in the words 
of a prophet, *‘ How long halt ye between two opinions.” 

Our churches in Maine I visited in July. The Rev. Mr. 
Randolph, on account of ill health, had left the parish in Saco, 
and they were then, and are still, without a minister; but were 
united, and very desirous of being again supplied. What was a 
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good evidence of their piety and zeal, almost the whole of the 
people continued weekly to attend public worship; Dr. Packard 
performed the service. ‘Ten persons were confirmed; and ten, 
also, in Portland, where [ was, Sunday, the 17th. That parish, 
now called St. Stephen’s, continues in its prosperous state. 

During the four days succeeding, we had a succession of in- 
teresting, and, I trust, profitable services in Gardiner and Augus- 
ta, and I had the pleasure of meeting a greater number of our 
clergy than, I believe, had ever met in Maine on any previous 
occasion. In Gardiner, on Tuesday, the 19th, seventeen persons 
were presented for confirmation, and James H. Carpenter was 
admitted to deacon’s orders. On Wednesday, the 20th, the con- 

‘vention of the State met at Augusta, and their new, beautiful 

house was solemnly consecrated to the sacred use for which it 
was erected. On the 21st, confirmation was, in the same church, 
administered to twenty-seven of the congregation. ‘That church 
appears to be quite prosperous, as does also St. John’s, in Bangor, 
where I| officiated on Sunday, the 24th. Through the persever- 
ing efforts of their rectors, the Rev. Mr. Freeman and the Rev. 
Mr. West, such contributions have been made or promised for 
their aid, that we have good reason to hope that both of those 
churches will soon be free from debt, and be able and willing to 
extend missionary aid to other churches. The Rev. Mr. Blake, 
chaplain in the army of the United States, officiates still in 
Houlton, and reports, that regular services have been held on 
Sundays in the garrison, which have been well attended, and that 
there is, among officers and soldiers, an increasing respect for 
religion, and desire to attend public worship. He has occasionally 
officiated at other places in the vicinity. He has, also, a Sunday 
school. 

There are several places in Maine where the ministrations of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church are evidently called for, and 
where, if we are not deficient in missionary zeal, there may soon 
be congregations collected, and respectable churches established. 
There is evidently an increasing favorable attention given to this 
branch of the “one Catholic and apostolic Church,” by other 
Protestant denominations. Our brother, the Rev. Mr. Hilliard, of 
Maine, died in Claremont, New Hampshire, January 2d, of the 
present year. 
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Confirmations in New Hampshire have been, in Portsmouth, 
sixteen; in Claremont, fifteen; in Hopkinton, three; and in 
Dover, four. I was prevented, by sickness, from visiting the 
churches in Cornish and Plainfield. In Charlestown and Drews- 
ville there were no ministers, and none prepared for confirmation. 
In Manchester, a new parish, I officiated on Sunday, the 11th of 
the present month, preached three times, and confirmed four 
persons. ‘The Rey. Mr. Moore is their minister. The prospect 
there is of a gradual, though not rapid increase. ‘The increase, 
however, will be, I doubt not, far more rapid, should they succeed 
in what they are now attempting, to raise funds sufficient to build 
a church. The Rev. Mr. Wolcott now officiates in Hopkinton, of 
that State, and very much to the acceptance of the people. 

Through the Lord’s patient goodness, I was enabled, last 
autumn, to meet with the general convention in New York, and 
to perform (very imperfectly indeed) the duties assigned me by 
the rules and usages of our church. What was done there, the 
journals of that convention will inform you. One we were happy 
in adding to the number of our bishops. But since, and soon 
after, we have been called to mourn for the decease of one of the 
most respected and best-beloved of our episcopal brethren. 
Another has been elected to assist in the episcopal duties in the 
State of Virginia, and it may be my duty soon to leave this dio- 
cese for a season, to attend the solemnities of his consecration. 

In viewing the state of our churches, there are several things 
which rejoice my heart, and increase, I trust, my thankfulness to 
God. One is, that our parishes are now nearly all supplied, and, 
we may believe, well supplied with officiating ministers. Another 
and a very pleasing circumstance, is the spirit of loye, and har- 
mony, and brotherly kindness, which so happily prevails, and 
seems to increase among the clergy of this diocese. And I may 
add, that, so far as I can judge, our clergy are becoming more 
and more convinced of the importance of preaching the doctrines 
of the cross, and the evangelical truths of God’s holy word. It 
seems to be a confirmation of the words of the prophet Isaiah: 
‘‘ When the enemy shall come in like a flood, the Spirit of the 
Lord shall lift up a standard against him.” The faithful preach- 
ing of Christ is a standard, and the only standard that is suffi- — 


cient to repel every spiritual foe, and “to quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked.” 
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At our last Diocesan Convention, I had the pleasure of report- 
ing a much greater number of confirmations, than in the years 
preceding. And now the number much exceeds the last. In 
New Hampshire, 42; in Maine, 79; in Rhode Island, 282; and 
in Massachusetts, 658; amounting, in all, to 1061. I have ad- 
ministered the ordinance seventy-two times. 

During the last diocesan year, fifteen new candidates have been 
received. In Massachusetts, Darius R. Brewer, Rev. John Way- 
land, Edmund F. Slafter, Samuel A. Taylor, Emery M. Porter, 
Daniel G. Estes, and Nathan G. Allen. In Rhode Island, George 
T. Cushman. In New Hampshire, Daniel G. Wright, and Wil- 
liam D. Wilson. In Maine, Dr. George Packard, Rey. John S. 
Davenport, Daniel R. Goodwin, Frederick Gardiner, and John F. 
Young. ‘The whole present number of our candidates, exclusive 
of three who have lately been transferred to other dioceses, is 
twenty-two. 

Ten have been admitted to the order of deacons : — Fordyce 
M. Hubbard, James H. Eames, Justin Field, Jr., William D. Wil- 
son, Alexander Crummell, Rev. John Wayland, Emery M. Porter, 
James H. Carpenter, Samuel A. Taylor, and William A. White, 

ordained this day. 
Four only have been ordained priests : — Rev. Messrs. Samuel 
Cutler, William H. Moore, Justin Field, Jr.and Moses P. Stickney. 

Respecting other changes among the clergy, there have been 
transferred from this diocese, the Rev. Fordyce M. Hubbard, to 
South Carolina; the Rev. Ambrose P. Merrill, to Mississippi; the 
Rey. William D. Wilson, to Vermont; the Rev. David L. Devens 
and the Rev. Sylvester Nash, to Connecticut ; and the Rev. James 
H. Tyng, to Delaware. The Rev. William H. Moore has re- 
moved from East Greenwich, in Rhode Island, to Manchester, in 
New Hampshire ; and the Rey. Calvin Wolcott now officiates in 

Hopkinton, in the same State. Three, who were of our candi- 
— dates, have been transferred to other dioceses. Jonathan Coe, to 
Connecticut; Edmund P. Brown, to Delaware ; and Nicholas P. 
Tillinghast, to Virginia. 

The Rev. Mr. Leeds has officiated constantly, and much to the 
acceptance of several parishes. And the Rey. Mr. Snow is en- 
tirely restored to health, and officiates occasionally. The Rev. 
Elezer A. Greenleaf is now in the State of Maine. ~ 


a2 


And we are happy in having added to our numbers in Massa- 
chusetts, the Rev. Patrick H. Greenleaf, from Pennsylvania, and 
the Rev. Benjamin C. C. Parker, from Vermont. The Rev. Ben- 
jamin Watson, from Connecticut, is laboring in Rhode Island. 

The Rev. John P. Fenner, of the Diocese of Western New 
York, died in Boston, October 10, while I was absent. ‘To de- 
part and be with Christ is better” than any thing to be hoped for 
here; and yet, life is a great blessing, for which we, who still 
live, should be thankful; it gives us time and opportunity to do 
more good in this world, and to be better prepared for the world 
to come. ' 

This very brief manner of reporting the state of each church, 
and of my official performances, renders this address dry and 
tedious to the hearers; and yet, with all my desire to be as con- 
cise as a faithful discharge of my duty will admit, I have too long 
detained you; and must omit several things which I intended to 
say upon the subjects of a devout performance of public worship ; 
of the teaching of the Church Catechism more fully in our Sun- 
day schools; of preparing young people for confirmation, so that 
it may be profitable to all who receive it; of making a public 
profession of faith in Christ; of ‘* maintaining and setting for- 
wards, as much as lieth in us, quietness, peace, and love, among 
all Christian people ;”’ and, especially, of the cultivation of mutual 
affection and brotherly kindness between the ministers of Christ, 
and the people committed to their pastoral charge. 1 would also, 
did the time admit, say something, in addition to the very much 
which has been said, on the necessity and importance of increas- 
ing our missionary labors and contributions. In times past, there 
have been places not a few, in this diocese, where our ministra- 
tions were evidently called for, and churches of our communion 
might soon have been collected ; but we were unable to avail our- 
selves of such openings, from the want of ministers to officiate in 
them. Many such we have lost; they are occupied by others. 
Now, in answer, we trust, to the prayers of God’s people, the 
Lord of the harvest is sending laborers more abundantly into it. 
A considerable number have been recently ordained, and still 
more are preparing for orders, and studying with diligence, that 
they may be useful in the sacred ministry. Several very promis- 
ing clergymen are now ready to engage in this good work, and 


~ 


23 


need only a little missionary aid in the commencement of their 
labors. There yet remain in the Eastern Diocese many places 
where we might well hope to collect congregations of those who 
are now either deprived of the privileges of public worship, or 
who are not in the habit of attending it, or of those who are de- 
‘cidedly attached to the ministrations of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church, and cannot find full comfort and edification in any other 
Christian community. Perhaps time and opportunity may here- 
after be given me to address you on these subjects; if not, the 
Lord’s will be done. 

Yesterday, as you all, no doubt, well know, the State Conven- 
tion of Massachusetts, had a special convention, in ‘Trinity Church, 
in Boston, for the special and very important purpose of electing 
one to be an assistant bishop in that State. And if any thing can 
cause us to thank God and take courage, his merciful goodness 
vouchsafed to us on the occasion must have that effect. ‘Though 
Christian love and brotherly affection have been so remarkable, 
and for years so evidently increasing among us, yet, on an occa- 
sion so very interesting to all, and so exciting, it was reasonable 
to apprehend some conflict of opinions and diversity of judgment. 

_ Who does not then perceive the hand of God, and his answer to 
our united prayers, in the perfect union and wonderful harmony 
which, through the whole transaction, prevailed? Such entire 
unanimity, on a like occasion, has never, we may venture to say, 
been before witnessed in our country. It is most comforting 
proof that the Spirit which was in our Saviour Christ is with us, 
and may he give us all grace thankfully to cherish it. 

The person elected, you also know, is the Rev. Manton EKast- 
burn, D. D. of New York. And a call, in which the hand of an 
overruling Providence is so visible, he will, we trust, think it his 
duty to accept. May the Lord give us hearts to be duly thankful 
for all his mercies, and grace to show our thankfulness, by 
making a right use of them. 


ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD. 
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On motion, 

Resolved, 'That the thanks of this Convention be respectfully 
presented to the Bishop for his Address, and that a copy of the 
same be requested for publication in the Journal. _ Also, that six 
hundred copies of the Journal be printed. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'That a committee be appointed to designate a place 
for the meeting of the next Convention, and to nominate preach- 
ers for the same. Whereupon, the Rev. Mr. Lee, Rev. Dr. 
Crocker, and Rev. Mr. Hassard were appointed. 

Rey. Mr. McCoy asked leave of absence for the remainder of 
the session, which was granted. 


The Financial Committee presented the following Report : 


“The Financial Committee respectfully report that the proba- 
ble expense of publishing the Journal of the Convention, ete., 
will amount to about fifty dollars, which they have apportioned 
upon the following churches : 


Massachusetts. 


Trinity Church, Boston, $4 St. James’, Greenfield, $1 
St. Paul’s, Boston, Christ Church, Quincy, 1 
Christ Church, Boston, St. Peter’s, Salem, 2 
Grace Church, Boston, St. Michael’s, Marblehead, 1 
St. Paul’s, Newburyport, Christ Church, Andover, 1 
St. Andrew’s, Hanover, St. Anne’s, Lowell, 2 
St. Mary’s, Newton, St. Luke’s, Lowell, 1 
St. John’s, Charlestown, Trinity Church,  Bridge- 

Christ Church, Springfield, water, ] 
Church of the Ascension, Fall St. Luke’s, Lanesboro’, 1 


pore fed fet eet pet OH 


River, 1 St. James’, Great Barring- 
Christ Church, Cambridge, 1 ton, 1 
Grace Church, New Bedford, 1 Trinity Church, Van Deu- 
St. Paul’s, Dedham, 1 senville, 1 
St. James’, Roxbury, 1 St. Stephen’s, Pittsfield, 1 
St. John’s, nWilkinsouvitle, 1 St. Thomas’, Taunton, 1 


Rhode Island. 


St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, $2 Grace Church, Providence, $2 
St. John’s, Providence, 2 ‘Trinity Church, Newport, 2 
St. Mark’s, Warren, ~ 1 Zion Church, Newport, 1 
St. Paul’s, North Providence, 1 


Churches in Massachusetts, $39—Churches in Rhode Island, $11. 


~ 
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All other churches of the Eastern Diocese, not enumerated as 
above, to pay such amount as they may be disposed. 


Atrrep L. Baury, 


Finance 


W. T. GRINNELL, Cobamittee” 


James C. MERRILL, 
Charlestown, Mass. Sept. 28, 1842. 


On motion, 

Resolved, 'That this report be accepted, and that the several 
churches be now called upon to pay to the Secretary the sums 
apportioned to them. Whereupon, several of the churches made 
payment accordingly, and Mount Zion Church, Chelsea, not men- 
tioned in the report, paid the sum of $1. 

On motion, 

Resolved, To elect the Standing Committee. 

The following persons were then chosen. 


Rey. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D., Hon. Edward A. Newton, 


Rey. Alfred L. Baury, Stephen S. Northam, Esq. 
Rey. John L. Watson, Hon. James C. Merrill, 


Rey. Thomas M. Clark, Edward S. Rand, Esq. 
Rey. James Pratt. . 


On motion, 

Resolved, To elect a Treasurer of the Easter Collections ; 
whereupon, Benjamin P. Richardson was chosen. 

On motion, 

Resolved, 'To elect a Treasurer of the Bishop’s Fund; where- 
upon, the Rev. Dr. Boyle was chosen. 


The committee of last year, upon the publication of the Bish- 
op’s Addresses, &c., presented the following report : 


‘The Committee charged by this Convention, with the duty of 
conferring with the Right Rev. Bishop of this Diocese, on the sub- 
ject of publishing in one volume, all the charges and addresses 
communicated by him to the churches under his supervision, 
_ through the thirty-two years of his Episcopate, and to make such 
other inquiries, as should furnish information on the practicability 
of such an enterprise, have attended to their duty, and are ready 
to report. i 

The Bishop has very kindly consented to the publication, and 
has signified his willingness to revise and prepare the necessary 
papers, in so far as they are, or may be in his possession. 

A competent publisher proposes to issue the volume, in a 
handsome and suitable style of execution, at his own risk, aided 
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by such assistance in its sale and circulation, as the clergy, and 
other friends of the church might be expected to render. 

Such a volume, would constitute a most interesting history of 
the advancement of our church in this diocese, through that long, 
and, in some respects, eventful period, in which this church has 
been blessed with the useful labors of its venerated Diocesan. 
Your committee suggest the expediency of prefixing to the text 
of the proposed volume, an outline of the previous history of the 
church in the Eastern Diocese, and that some competent person 
be entrusted by this Convention with the preparation of such an 
introduction. Respectfully submitted, 

M. A. D’W. Howe, 
For the Committee.” 

Charlestown, Sept. 28th, 1842. 


On motion, 

Resolved, That this report be accepted, and that a committee 
be appointed to take into consideration the suggestion in the close 
of the report. The Hon. Edward A. Newton, Rev. Dr. Crocker, 
and Rey. Mr. Baury, were appointed this committee. 

The Treasurer of the Bishop’s Fund, presented his annual re- 
port, which was accepted, and referred to the Financial Com- 
mittee. 


The Committee to whom was referred the suggestion, in the 
close of the report of the committee on the publication of the 


Bishop’s Addresses, reported that, in addition to the Publishing 
Committee, they recommend the appointment of Rey. Francis 
Vinton, Rev. Theodore Edson, Rey. Dr. Burroughs, and Hon. 
Robert H. Gardiner, a committee to assist in collecting materials 
and preparing a history of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the 
Eastern Diocese, to be prefixed to the volume of the Bishop’s 
Addresses. Whereupon, the above-named gentlemen were ap- 
pointed this committee. 

The following report was presented : 

‘‘ The committee appointed for the purpose of designating the 
place of meeting for the next Convention, and of nominating 
preachers for the same, report, that they have agreed to recom- 
mend for the place of the next meeting, Christ Church, Boston. 

For preachers before the Convention, Rev. John Woart, the 
Rev. Henry Waterman, substitute. 

For preachers on the evening before Convention, the Rev. 
Frederick Freeman, the Rev. Henry H. Bates, substitute. — 
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For preachers on the evening after the Convention, the Rev. 
Joseph H. Clinch, the Rev. Silas A. Crane, substitute. 
Henry W. Lee, Chairman.” 
This report was accepted. 
The Financial Committee, having audited the report of the 
Treasurer of the Bishop’s Fund, reported that it was correct. 


The business of the Convention being completed, the members 
united in singing the 133d Psalm, and in prayers conducted by 
the Bishop. After which the Convention adjourned, without day. 


ALEXANDER V. GRISWOLD, 
Bishop of the Eastern Diocese. 


DanieL L. B. Goopwin, Secretary. 


On the evening before the Convention, public worship was 
held in St. John’s Church. Prayers were read by the Rev. A. 
D. McCoy, and a sermon preached by the Rev. John P. Robin- 
son. On the evening following the Convention, prayers were 
read by the Rev. William H. Newman, and a sermon preached 

by the Rev. Samuel Penny, Jr. 


Dr. ......... Episcopan Funp itn account current 


1841 
To the following sums paid Rt. Rev. Bishop é 
Griswold, as per receipts : 
Oct. 26. ami her We on ee ae eS Ee 
Dec. 20. - - - - - - - - = - = = = = = = - 270 00 
B80. be ee ee ee ee + eee Be SOG 
1842. 
Jan. 20 ee 
Feb. 18 fie ete le coe lies, 2 eee ee 
June 17 et et ee aw oe oe 
Augie lo <0 ef me 2-0 Se pf) Pee ee 
815 00 
1841. 
Dec. 29. J. B. Dow’s bill printing circulars, - - - - - 3 00 
1842. 
Sept.28. To balance tonew account, - - - - - - - 152 11 


Boston, September 28, 1842. 


Errors excepted. 


ISAAC BOYLE, Treasurer. 


The subscribers, having examined the above account, 
find the same properly vouched and correctly cast. 


Aurrep L. Bavry, 
James C. MERRILL, Financial Committee. 
W. T. GRINNELL, 


Charlestown, Mass, September 28, 1842. 


$970 11 


Pienat BOYLE Preasurem ss 6. Pe ae. . Or. 


1841. 


By amount received from the following Churches 
in Mass. for deficiency in bishop’s salary 


Christ Church, Cambridge, - - - $15 39 
St. Matthew’s, South Boston, - - - - - 5 50 
Grace, New Bedford, - = - = = - = 2000 
St. Andrew’s, Hanover, - - - - - - 7 56 
Christ Church, Clappville, - - - - - - 500 
St. Paul’s, Stockbridge, oe ee = pet) 250 
Christ Church, Boston, - - - - - - 21 20 
St. Paul’s, Stockbridge, (additional,) - - 5 00 
Trinity, Van Deusenville, - - - - 5 00—87 15 


Amount received from churches in Rhode Island, 
for the same object: 


St. Paul’s, Pawtucket, - - - - - - - 21 22 
Grace, Providence, - - - - - - - - 4000 
St. Stephen’s, Providence, - - - - - - 1400 
St. Paul’s, Portsmouth, Spell ees oo! 3 O07 28 


Amount received from ‘churches i in Maine, for the 
same object: 


Christ Church, Gardiner, - - - - - - 2000 
St. Stephen’s, Portland, - - - - = = - 15 00—35 00 
199 37 

Annual collections rec’d from CRUFCHES 1 in Mass. 
Christ Church, scat rmalsie a ye te - 16 19 
Trinity, Boston, - - - - - - - 211 00 
St. Paul’s, Stockbridge, - - - - - 250 
St. Paul’s, Boston, (including deficiency.) - 96~00 
St. Matthew’s, South Boston, <I = 5 50 
St. Paul’s, Dedham, oj bes om aioe cm G 8G 
St. Andrew’s, Hanover, - - - - - - 1200 
St. James’s, Roxbury, - - - - = - - 3023 
St. John’s, Jamaica Plain, - - - - - - 300 
St. Peter’ 5, Salem, - - - - - - - - 4000 
Trinity, Van Deusenville, - - -- - - 611 
St. Mark’s, Blandford, - - - - - - - 2650 
Trinity, Bridgewater, - - - - - - - 500 
St. Paul’s, Newburyport, - - - - 1000 
St. Andrew’ s, Hanover, paid i in 1841, and 

ree’d through Rev. Mr. Beary) -, ~~ = .5 00 
St. Thomas’s, Taunton, - - - - - 2 00 
St. Mary’s, Newton Lower Falls, - - - 28 00 
Trinity, Nantucket, ay ay a) at PS a Ee 00 
Grace, New Bedford, - - - - = 2500 
St. Stephen’s, Pittsfield, (inclusive 0 of defi- 

ciency) - - - - - - 25 00 
St. John’s, Wilkinsonville, - - - - - - 900 
St. Michael’s, Marblehead, - - - - 10 00 
Donation from Rev. E. M. P. Wells, of 

South Boston, - - - =- - - - 20 00 
Grace, Boston,- - - - - - = 50 00-658 88 
Annual Collections front neds Waka: 
St. John’s, Providence, - - - - - - - 53 46 
Trinity, Newport, - - - - ~ - - 28 40 
Amount received from the elude of the 

Rhode Island Convention, - - - - - 20 00-101 86 
Annual collections from Maine: ; 
St. John’s, Bangor,- - -.- - - - - - - - 1000 

—— 770 74 


$970 11 


‘vainsva4t, ‘NOSAUVHOI ‘d NUNVINAG “BYRI ‘9g saquiajdag! ‘uopsogr 


‘najdaoxa SIOIIA 66 GCs 
66 eet 66 & See oS - - ‘aoueteg ‘ge “deg 
eee 00 SS = oe Gon ueNy “AVY JO 1OA 
(OG  --*-+- - - - es = = = + “Gayle ‘d “ey ul Japio SPIOMSHD “A “V 'A9N TOL “Ss oune 
Joanwmieg *Aoyy fa ‘aT|tAuasnoqg uvA ‘qomyy Aimy, “8 eune | 00 ¢9 - - - = ‘soyeg *Fy AlueZy “Ady JO 10A 
QL ‘Yoooqeg “a ‘g ‘Avy Aq ‘weypag ‘yomyD sjneg Ig “Bl API ~O} Ul “TAp10 SplOMSHIH "A “Vay TU OL 1B oune 
00G¢ - - - - - ‘doIsog [Nog Popes SMOGNRAT IS “SI » ‘ChEI 
00 S - - ‘uospy ugor Aq ‘Tajemasplig qoinyo Aywuy, “8 ,  |00 001¢$—— 
ZIG - HOlOMA ATE a: aq Sy yoyo sq *9 qudy O00 = eee a “Ue, ueyly ‘Ady 0} ‘oq 
WO SEs. = - “+ “raping 00 0c# ~ - ‘prefod f°M ‘A - 
yonureg ‘Asx fq! TaAOUeEL ‘yamyo sMaIpuy IS ‘OS ‘IRI aay pred ¢ aq 01 ‘yaunyO [edoastdq juLiso 
00 ¢ ‘g[Aog "iq ‘Asy Aq ‘asprirjyooig ‘qoinyg synegg “LT ‘ure -JOIg 9t) Jo ‘SUOTSSI jo pavog sjjesnyoes 
‘CPST “SVJ JO Jainsean ‘uadeg svoulyg Jo 10A 
62 GLIB- - - - - -  - fyunoooe pro sad aourjeq Ag -VJ UL JapIO S,plOMSTID "AY A°Y TOL “LI ‘AON 
“TST “THI 


"Ure aUNSvILT, ‘NOSGUVHOIY “qd NINVENDG yj7M JUNOIID Ur asa001q NUDLSVG NI SNOMLOUTION UALSVA TT MG 


Constitution 


OF THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH IN THE EASTERN 
DIOCESE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


Articte 1. The States of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New 
Hampshire, Vermont,* and Maine, shall constitute one Episcopal 
Diocese, in subordination to the General Convention, and shall 
be entitled 


@he Eastern Miocese of the United States. 


Art. 2. There shall be annually held a Convention of the 
Church in this Diocese, on the last Wednesday in September, in 
such place as shall be agreed upon at the preceding Convention, 
composed of the clergy belonging to the Diocese, and a lay dele- 
gate or delegates, not exceeding three, from each of the churches 
which may have been recognized by the Bishop or a Standing 
Committee of the Diocese. 

Art. 3. The Convention shall deliberate and act in one body, 
but shall vote in distinct orders, when any member shall call for 
such a division on any question ; and, in such case, a concurrence 
of a majority of both orders shall be necessary to give validity to 
any measure. 

Art. 4. The Bishop, or, if the Bishop be not present, a clergy- 
man, chosen by ballot, shall be President of the Convention. 

Art. 5. At each meeting of the Convention, a Secretary shall 
be chosen by ballot, who shall keep a true and fair record of the 
proceedings of Conventions, and, at the close of each session, 
shall furnish the Bishop with a copy of the same, or, if there be 
no Bishop, the Standing Committee. 

* Agreeably to the ninth article of the Constitution, Vermont and New Hampshire have 


withdrawn from the Diocese ; so that the Eastern Diocese now comprises only the Staces 
of Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Maine. 
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Art. 6. There shall be a Standing Committee elected at each 
stated meeting of the Convention, consisting of nine persons, one 
of whom shall be from each State in the Diocese. 

Art. 7. The Association of the Eastern Diocese shall be dis- 
solved on the demise of its present Bishop. 

Art. 8. Standing rules for the orderly conducting of business 
shall be devised, from time to time, in the Convention. 

Art. 9. No State shall withdraw from this Diocese, without 
the approbation of the other States and of the Bishop of the 
Diocese. 

Art. 10. No alteration shall be made in this Constitution but 
in the Annual Convention, nor unless it has been proposed in a 
previous Convention, nor without the concurrence of a majority of 
the delegation from at least three of the States of the Diocese. 


Retina: 


Notice. 


The next Annual Convention of the Eastern Diocese, is ap- 
pointed to be held in Christ Church, Boston, on the last Wednes- 
day of September, 1848, at nine o’clock, A. M. 

DANIEL L. B. GOODWIN, 


Secretary of the Convention. 
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LIST OF THE CLERGY 


OF THE 


Protestant Lyiscopal Church tu Whove=Hslanyv. 


Rev. Joun Bristep, Rector of St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol. | 

Rey. Lemuert Bure, residing at Wickford. 

Rev. James H. Carpenter, Deacon, Missionary at 
Diamond Hill, Cumberland. 

Rev. Azext D. Core, Rector of St. James’s Church, 
Woonsocket. 

Rev. Natuan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Providence. 

Rev. Sinas A. Crane, Rector of St. Luke’s Church, 
East-Greenwich. 

Rev. James H. Eames, Rector of Ascension Church, 
Wakefield. 

Rev. Tuomas F. Fares, Assistant Minister of St. 
Michael’s Church, Bristol. 

Rev. Bensamin FRranxtiy, Deacon, Minister of 
Christ Church, Providence. 

Rev. Grorce W. Hatuaway, Rector of St. Mark’s 
Church, Warren. 

Rev. Wittiam H. Newman, Rector of Christ Church, 
Westerly. 


A, 


Rev. Samuet Penny, jun. Rector of Emmanuel 
Church, Manville. 

Rev. Tuomas L. Ranpotrn, Deacon, Missionary 
at Rockville, Johnston. 

Rev. James C. Ricumonp, Missionary at large for 
the Convocation. 

Rev. Joun H. Rouse, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Wickford. 

Rev. Joun Supparps,* residing in J ohneanee, 

Rev. Georce Tart, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North-Providence. 

Rev. Cuartes C. ‘T'avtor, Rector of Christ Church, 
Lonsdale. 

Rev. Francis Vinton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport. 

Rev. Mirron Warp, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Portsmouth. 

Rev. Henry Warerman, Rector of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Providence. 

Rev. Bensamin Watson, Rector of Zion Church, 
Newport. 

Rev. Joun Wayianp, Chaplain in the United States 
Army, Governor’s Island, New-York Harbor. 


* Not entitled to a seat in the Convention. 


LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 


CERTIFICATES OF WHOSE ELECTION BY THEIR RESPECTIVE CHURCHES 
WERE PRESENTED AND APPROVED. 


eae 


Trinity Church, Newport. Samuel F. Gardner, 
John H. Gilhat, Christopher G. Perry, Benjamin 
Finch. 

Zion Church, Newport. Augustus Bush, William 
C. Cozzens, Charles H. Mumford, Cornelius B. 
Wilbour. 7 

St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth. John Burrington, 
George F. Hood, James Brownell, Albert C. Greene. 

St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. George Pearce, 
John G. Harding, Benjamin Hall, Timothy J. Tan- 
ner. 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren. Haile Collins, George 
G. Hazard, John T. Child, Nathan M. Wheaton. 

St. John’s Church, Providence. Austin Gurney, W. 
G. Goddard, Robert H. Ives, Alexander Duncan. 

Grace Church, Providence. William 'T. Grinnell, 
Edward Walcott, Russel Warren, S. A. Arnold. 

_ St. Stephen’s, Providence. Resolved Waterman, 
Nicholas Stillwell, Gideon Gurnett, Rollin Mathew- 
son. 

St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence... 8S. Wilkin- 
son, Alanson ‘Thayer, Samucl Young, Horace Miller. 
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Christ Church, Lonsdale. John EF. Bacon, James 
M. Carpenter, Alexander B. Chace, Stephen Angell- 

Emmanuel Church, Manville. W. A. J. Wilkin- 
son, George C. Wilson, Joseph H. Slater, Isaiah J. 
Weaver. 

St. James’s Church, Woonsocket. Samuel Greene, 
William Booth, James C. Rome, Stephen N. Mason. 

St. Luke’s Church, E. Greenwich. David Pinniger, 
Elisha Potter, John P. Roberts, jun. William G. 
Bowen. 

St. Paul’s Church, Tower fill. Stephen C. 
Browning, Freeman Watson, jun. 

St. Paul’s Church, Wickford. William A. Shaw, 
Gideon Freeborn, A. M. Thomas, John ‘Taylor. 

Ascension Church, Wakefield. Attmore Robinson, 
Daniel C. Hiscoxe, Albert Robinson, Geo. Whitford. 

Christ Church, Westerly. Lyndon ‘Taylor, Stephen 
Smith, jun. Edwin Babcock, Joseph M. Wilcox. 

St. Matthew’s Church, Jamestown. Geo. Anthony, 
Robert H. Watson, John E. Watson, Nicholas Carr. 

St. Peter’s Church, Kingston. Not represented 
by Laity, 
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; St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, R. I. 
Thursday, April 6, 1843. 

Tuts being the day and place appointed by the Standing 
Committee for a Special Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in Rhode-Island, it assembled in St. Stephen’s Church, 
Providence, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

After the morning prayer by the Rev. George W. Hathaway, 
of St. Mark’s Church, Warren, assisted by the Rev. Silas A. 
Crane, of St. Luke’s Church, East-Greenwich, who read the 
lessons, and after the sermon by the Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, 
D. D. of St. John’s Church, Providence, and the administering 
of the communion by the Rev. Mr. Hathaway, assisted by Rev. 
Dr. Crocker and the Rev. Henry Waterman, of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Providence, the Convention proceeded to the business 
of organization, the Rev. Dr. Crocker being called to the chair. 

The roll was then called, and the following Clergymen an- 
swered to their names and took their seats : 


Rev. John Bristed Rev. William H. Newman 
Lemuel Burge Samuel Penny, jun. 
« James H. Carpenter “ ‘Thomas L. Randolph 
“ Azel D. Cole “ James C. Richmond 
« Silas A. Crane “ John H. Rouse 
“ Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. “ George Taft 
“« James H. Eames “ Charles C. Taylor 
* ‘Thomas F. Fales “ Francis Vinton 
¢ Benjamin Franklin “ Milton Ward 
“ George W. Hathaway “ Henry Waterman 


“ Benjamin Watson 


The following lay delegates answered to their names and 
took their seats : 


Samuel I. Gardner 
John H. Gilliat 
Christopher G. Perry 
Benjamin ineb 
Cornelius B. Wilbour 
Augustus Bush 
Charles H. Mumford 
John Burrington 
George F. Hood 
George Pearce 


§ 


Alexander Dunean 
William T. Grinnell 
Edward Walcott 
Russel Warren 

S. A. Arnold 
Resolved Waterman 
Nicholas Stillwell 
Gideon Gurnett 
Rollin Mathewson 
Edward 8. Wilkinson 


George C. Wilsor 
Joseph H. Streeter 
Isaiah J. Weaver 
Nicholas Carr 
Gideon Freeborn 

A. M. Thomas 

David Pinniger 
Elisha Potter 
Stephen C. Browning 
Freeman P. Watson 


‘John G. Harding Alanson Thayer John Taylor 
Benjamin Hall Samuel Young Lyndon Taylor 
Timothy J. Tanner Horace Miller Joseph M. Willcox 


Samuel Greene 
William Booth 
James C. Rome 
Stephen N. Mason 
Stephen Smith, jun. 
Edwin Babcock 


Haile Collins 
George G. Hazard 
Nathan M. Wheaton 
John 'T. Child 
Austin Gurney 


James M. Carpenter 
Alexander B. Chace 
Stephen Angell 
Daniel C. Hiscoxe 
Albert Robinson 
William G. Goddard George Whitford 
Robert H. Ives W. A. J. Wilkinson 

The Rev. Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. was elected President 
of the Convention. 

The Rev. Azel D. Cole was elected Secretary. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed, to examine the 
credentials of the Clergy and of the lay delegates. 

When Rev. Messrs. Crane and Eames and Edward 8. Wil- 
kinson were appointed said Committee. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Bristed and William G. God- 
dard be a Committee to request the President of the Convention 
to furnish a copy of the sermon delivered by him at the open- 
ing of the Convention, for publication. 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to draught resolu- 
tions expressive of the feelings of this Convention respecting 
the death of the Right Rev. Alexander V. Griswold. 

The Rev. Mr. Hathaway and William G. Goddard were ap- 
pointed said Committee. . 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet at three o’clock 


Pp. M. 


AFTERNOON Si&sston, 3 O’CLOCK. 
The Convention assembled, and after the reading of the rules 
-of order, the Committee appointed to examine the credentials 
“of the Clergy and of the lay delegates, reported, that the cre- 
‘dentials of the Rev. Lemuel Burge, residing in Wickford, and 


i) 

of the Rev. Benjamin Franklin, Minister of Christ Church, 
Providence, a parish not in connection with this Convention, 
were doubtful. 

Resolved, That the Rev. Lemuel Burge be admitted to a seat 
in this Convention. 

It was moved, That the Rev. Benjamin Franklin is not enti- 
tled to a seat in this Conventién, which motion was lost. 

The Committee appointed to prepare resolutions in relation 
to our late and lamented Bishop, offered the following, which 
were read, accepted and passed, all the congregation rising : 


Whereas it hath pleased Almighty GOD, in His wise Providence, to 
take out of this world ALExaNnDER VieTs Griswo tp, for thirty-two 
years the Bishop of the Eastern Diocese, and late the senior Bishop 
of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the United States—Therefore, 

Resolved, 'That while it becomes us to bow, with profound submis- 
sion, to the sovereign will of that Being with whom are the issues of 
life, it does not less become us to entertain a lively sense of the be- 
reavement which we have sustained by the death of our venerated 
Diocesan, who, with such gentle wisdom and such godly simplicity, 
so long presided over the counsels of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of Rhode-Island. cs 

Resolved, That the prosperity of the Church within the limits of the 
Eastern Diocese, may be ascribed mainly to the gracious influences 
‘which the life and character of our venerated Diocesan shed abroad 

cupon both Clergy and Laity, and, through them, upon society at 
‘large;—to the scrupulous fidelity with which he performed all the 
duties of the episcopal office ;—to his extensive acquisitions in theo- 
logical learning, consecrated as were those acquisitions to the highest 
-service of God and of man ;—to the extraordinary ability with which 
‘he preached the Gospel of Jesus Christ—never erring, either through 
-excess or defect, in his statements of scriptural truth—never severing 
faith from good works—never encouraging a treacherous hope— 
never leaving true penitence to suffer, without comforting assurances 
of ‘pardon, the agonies of a wounded spirit ;—and, above all, to the 
‘daily beauty of his Christian life ;—to the quiet and unostentatious 
diligence, with which he did whatsoever his hand found to do; and 
to that earnest yet chastened piety which was the habit of his soul. 

Resolved, That we, the Clergy and Laity of the Diocese of Rhode- 
Island,. are not without special reasons for lamenting the departure 
from this life of our most excellent Diocesan, for here were passed 
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most of the years allotted to his laborious and effective ministry; here 
his kind affections flowed out upon familiar and constant friends; 
and here he is freshly remembered by thousands who loved to catch 
from his lips, now sealed forever, the accents of everlasting truth. 

Resolved, That we advert, with melancholy pleasure, to the season 
of the last annual Convention of this Diocese in St. Michael’s Church, 
Bristol, over which Convention our departed Diocesan presided— 
standing upon that very spot where, for so many years, he preached 
to affectionate parishioners the words of eternal life, and invoking, 
ere he went out from among us, a parting blessing upon the early 
scenes of his parochial labors and domestic joys. 

Resolved, That while we sorrow that we shall behold no more the 
face of our beloved Diocesan, we have reason to be grateful to Al- 
mighty GOD, that He so long forbore to reclaim His gift ; that He gra- 
ciously permitted His servant to labor, without faltering, even to the 
end; and that, at last, He suffered him to pass, without a pang from 
the toils of his earthly pilgrimage, to the joys and triumphs of the 
immortal life. 

Resolved, That copies of these Resolutions be transmitted to Mrs. 
Griswold, the widow of Bishop Griswold, to the Publisher of the 
Christian Witness, and likewise to the Secretaries of the Conventions 
of the Dioceses of Massachusetts, Maine and New-Hampshire. 


It was moved and seconded, ‘That this Convention now pro- 
ceed to the election of a Bishop for this Diocese. 

It was moved, That this resolution be postponed until the 
Annual Convention in June ; which motion was lost. 

The question was then taken upon the original resolution, 
and decided, (the two orders voting separately,) in the affirm- 
ative. 

After an interval of silent prayer, the Clergy retired, and 
appointed the Rev. Joun Prentiss Kew_ey Hensuaw, D. D. 
Rector of St. Peter’s Church, Baltimore, to the Episcopate, by 
a vote of 17 to 2. 

The Laity then retired, and approved of the choice of the 
Clergy, by a vote of 16 Congregations to 2. 

Resolved, That this Convention do now sign the canonical 
testimonials of the Bishop elect. 

Resolved, That the salary of the Bishop of this Diogese be 
fixed at $400 per annum. 
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The Rev. Mr. 'Taft was excused from further attendance. 

The lay delegation from Emmanuel Church, Manville, and 
from St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, were excused. 

The Rev. Mr. Waterman and William T. Grinnell were ap- 
pointed a committee to wait upon the Rev. John P. K. Hen- 
shaw, D. D. and solicit his acceptance of the Episcopate. 

The Journal was then read, and the Secretary was directed 
to publish 500 copies of the same. 

Resolved, That the Convention adjourn, sine die. 

The Convention then adjourned. 

AZEL D. COLE, Secretary. 


NOTICE. 

The next annual Convention of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in Rhode-lIsland, will be held in St. 
Stephen’s Church, Providence, on the second ‘Tues- 
day in June, 1843, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


AZEL D. COLE, 
Secretary of the Convention. 


JOURNAL 


oF 
PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE 
FIFTY-THIRD ANNUAL CONVENTION 


OF THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH 


RHODE-ISLAND, 
HELD IN 


ST, STEPHEN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE, 


TUESDAY, JUNE 13, AND WEDNESDAY, JUNE 14, A. D. 1843. 


PROVIDENCE: 
PRINTED BY H. H. BROWN. 
1843. 


LIST OF THE CLERGY 


OF THE 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCHIN R.ISLAND. 


Rev. Joun Bristep, residing in Bristol. 

Rev. Lemvet Borer, residing in Ncrth-Kingstown. 

Rev. James H. Carpenter, Deacon, officiating in 
Emmanuel Church, Manville. 

Rev. Azex D. Cots, Rector of St. James’s Church, 
Woonsocket. 

Rev. Sitas A. CRANE, Beene of St. Luke’s Church, 
East-Greenwich. 

Rev. Natuan B. Crocker, D. D. Rector of St. 
John’s Church, Providence. 

Rev. James H. Eames, Rector of Ascension Church, 
Wakefield. 

Rev. Tuomas F. Fates, officiating in Grace Church, 
Providence. 

Rev. Bengamin Franxtin, Deacon, residing in Pro- 
vidence. 

Rev. Georce W. Harnaway, Rector of St. Mark’s 
Church, Warren. 

Rev. Wittiam H. Newman, Rector of Christ Church, 
Westerly. | 


4 Last of Clergy. 


Rev. Samuet Penny, jun. Rector of Emmanuel 
Church, Manville. 

Rev. Tuomas L. Ranpotrn, Deacon, Missionary 
at Rockville, Johnston. 

Rev. James C. Ricumonp, Rector of the Church of 
the Advent, Cumberland, and of Christ Church, 
Providence. 

Rev. Jonn H. Rouse, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North-Kingstown. 

Rev. Jonn Supparps, residing in Johnston. 

Rev. Georce Tarr, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
North Providence. 

Rev. Cuartes C. Taytor, Rector of Christ Church, 
Lonsdale. 

Rev. Francis Vinton, Rector of Trinity Church, 
Newport. 

Rev. Mitton Warp, Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
Portsmouth. 

Rev. Henry Warerman, Rector of St. Stephen’s 
Church, Providence. 

Rev. Bensamin Watson, Rector of Zion Church, 
Newport. 


LIST OF LAY DELEGATES, 


CERTIFICATES OF WHOSE ELECTION BY THEIR RESPECTIVE CHURCHES 
WERE PRESENTED AND APPROVED. 


Trinity Church, Newport. Christopher G. Perry, 
Samuel F. Gardner, George Hall, Benjamin Finch. 

Zion Church, Newport. Stephen T. Northam, 
Charles Devens, Augustus Bush, Henry Y. Cranston. 

St. Paul’s Church, Portsmouth. John Burrington, 
Job Lawton, Joseph Thomas, Borden Chase. 

St. Michael’s Church, Bristol. John G. Harding, 
Joseph M. Blake, Timothy J. Tanner, James D’W. 
Perry. 

St. Mark’s Church, Warren. WHaile Collins, Geo. 
G. Hazard, John 'T. Childs, William Pierce. 

St. John’s Church, Providence. Austin Gurney, 
William G. Goddard, Ezra W. Howard, Robert H. 
Ives. 

Grace Church, Providence. Richmond Brownell, 
Wilham 'T. Grinnell, Edward Walcott, Russell War- 
ren. 

St. Stephen’s Church, Providence. John I. Moore, 
Nicholas Stillwell, Resolved Waterman, Robert S. 
Slocum. 

Christ Church, Providence. James W. Johnson, 
Benjamin Barney,. John M. Ray, George Head. 


6 List of Lay Delegates. 


St. Paul’s Church, N. Providence. Edward S. 
Wilkinson, Ferdinand Horton, Olney Whipple, Sam- 
uel Young. 

Christ Church, Lonsdale. Stephen Angell, James 
M. Carpenter, Warren Cooke, George A. Gillmore. 

Church of the Advent, Cumberland, Diamond Hill 
Plain. Alexander Thompson, Joseph Whipple, Otis 
Mason, Alfred Crowninshield. 

Emmanuel Church, Manville. G. E. Wilson, W. 
A. I. Wilkinson, Bradbury C. Hill, William C. Beebe. 

St. James’s Church, Woonsocket. Randall Holden, 
2d, Stephen N. Mason, E. H. Sprague, David Dan- 
els. 

St. Paul’s Church, N. Kingstown. George B. 
Thomas, Benoni P. Bates, Gideon Freeborn, John 
Taylor. 

Ascension Church, Wakefield. D. C. Hideo, | 
Willard Hazard, Albert Robinson, George Whitford. 

Christ Church, Westerly. Edward W. Babcock, 
Rouse Babcock, Stephen Smith, Edwin Babcock. 

Not represented by the Laity: St. Luke’s Church, 
E. Greenwich; St. Paul’s, Tower Mill; St. Matthew’s, 
Jamestown; St. Peter’s, Kingston. 

Not represented by Clergy: Zion, Church, New- 
port; St. Paul’s, Tower Hill; St. Matthew’s, James- 
town; St. Peter’s, Kingston. 
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St. Stephen’s Church, Providence, R. I. 
; Tuesday, June 13, 1848. 


Tue Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in Rhode-Island, assembled this day, in St. Stephen’s Church, 
Providence, at 10 o’clock, A.M. Morning Prayer was read by 
the Rev. Mr. Penny, of Manville. The Convention sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Mr. Taylor, of Lonsdale. The holy com- 
munion was administered by the Rev. Dr. Crocker, of Provi- 
dence, assisted by the Rev. Mr. ‘Taylor. 

The President and Secretary of the preceding Convention 
having taken their seats, the following Clergymen answered to 
their names : 


Rev. James H. Carpenter Rev. Samuel Penny, jun. 
Azel D. Cole “ Thomas L. Randolph 

« Silas A. Crane “« James C. Richmond 
« Nathan B. Crocker, D.D. “ John H. Rouse 
« James H. Eames “ George Taft 
“ Thomas F. Fales “ Charles C. Taylor 
“ George W. Hathaway “ Milton Ward 
“- William H. Newman “ Henry Waterman 


The following lay delegates also answered to their names, and 
took their seats; 


John Burrington John G. Harding Austin Gurney 
Borden Chase James D’W. Perry Ezra W. Howard 
Wm. T. Grinnell = Edward Walcott Robert H. Ives 
John F. Moore Edward 8. Wilkinson Stephen Angell 
Nicholas Stillwell Ferdinand Horton George A. Gillmore 
Resolved Waterman Olney Whipple G. C. Wilson 
Robert S. Slocum Samuel Young W. A. IL. Wilkinson 
Wn. H. Beebe Randall Holden, 2d Stephen N. Masor 
E. H. Sprague David Daniels Gideon Freeborn 
John Taylor D. C. Hiscoxe Willard Hazard 


Albert Robinson Edward W. Babcock Stephen Smith 
Edwin Babcock 


8 Journal of the Convention. 


he Rev. Mr. Crane and Edward 8S. Wiikinson were appoint- 
ed a committee to examine the credentials of the Clergy and lay 
delegates. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet at 3 o’clock, P. M. 


ArrerNoon Szssron, 3 o’clock. 
The Convention assembled according to adjournment. The 
committee appointed in the morning, reported and were dis- 
charged. The following lay delegates took their seats: 


Stephen T. Northam William Pearce 


The Rev. Dr. Crocker was elected President; the Rey. Mr. 
Cole, Secretary. 

Clergymen visiting the city and candidates for orders were 
invited to take seats in the Convention. 

The Rev. Mr. Stanly, of the Diocese of Connecticut, took a 
seat in the Convention. 

The following committees were appointed by the Chair : 


On the admission of new Parishes into union with this Con- 


vention. 
Clergy. Laity. 
George Ww. Hathaw ay Stephen T. Northam 
Silas A. Crane Edward H. Sprague © 


Thomas F. Fales 


On Finance. 


Stephen T. Northam 
Edward 8. Wilkinson 
Edwin Babcock 
On Unfinished Business. 
George W. Hathaway Randall Holden, 2d 


Milton Ward 

Applications—from the Church of the Advent, Diamond Hill 
Cumberland, and from Christ Church, Providence, to be admit- 
ted into union with this Convention, were received and referred 
to the proper committee. 

The committee appointed to draft a history of the Church in 
Rhode-Island, made a verbal report, which was accepted, and 
the committee continued. 

The committee appointed at the last annual Convention, to 


~ 
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confer with Wilkins Updike, Esq. as to his wishes respecting 
the publishing ofa history of the Narragansett Church, reported 
and were discharged. 

The Committee on the admission of new Parishes into union 
with this Convention, reported in favor of the application of the 
Church of the Advent, Diamond Hill Plain, Cumberland. The 
report was accepted, and the Parish admitted. 

The following gentlemen took their seats in the Convention : 

Clergy. Laity. 
Francis Vinton Christopher G. Perry 
Alexander Thompson 
Joseph Whipple 
Otis Mason 

The report of the Treasurer of the Convention was read, and 
referred to the committee on Finance. (See Appendix C.) 

The report of the Standing Committee was read and accept- 


ed. (See Appendix D.) 
The report of the Board of Missions was read and accepted. 


(See Appendix E.) 
The report of the Board of Education was read and accepted. 


(See Appendix F.) 
~The report of the Board of Sunday Schoo!s was postponed. 
The Parochial Reports were then read. (See Appendix G.) 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed to procure of the 


State Government an Act of Incorporation. 


The following gentlemen were appointed said committee. 
Laity. 

David Daniels, Chairman 

Samuel Ames 

Stephen T. Northam 

Henry Y. Cranston 


Clergy. 
George W. Hathaway 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to inquire into the 
origin of the Bishop’s fund, (so called) of the Eastern Diocese, 
its amount, and the mode of its present investment—to investi- 
gate any facts of material use in ascertaining the amount to 
which this Diocese would be entitled, upon a division thereof— 
to confer with any authorized persons (should any exist) upon 
the principle of making said division, and to report upon the 
whole matter at the next annual Convention. 
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10 Journal of the Convention 


The following gentlemen were appointed said committee. 


Clergy. Laity. 
Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. David Daniels, Chairman 
William T. Grinnell 
Edward S. Wilkinson 


The resolution passed at the Special Convention, fixing the 
Bishop’s salary at $400, was referred to the Committee on 


Finance. 
The Convention adjourned until to-morrow, at 9 o’clock, A. M. 


Wepnespay Mornine, June 14, 18438. 
The Convention assembled according to adjournment. Morn- 
ing prayer was read by the Rev. Mr. Eames, of Wakefield. 
The Rey. John P, K. Henshaw, D. D. Bishop elect of the Dio- 
cese, being present, was invited to a seat at the right hand of 


the Chair. 
The Committee on the admission of new Parishes into union 


with this Convention, reported in favor of the application of 
Christ Church, Providence. The report was accepted, and the 
Church admitted. ey 

The following appointments were made for the ensuing year: 


Treasurer. 
Ezra W. Howard 
Standing Committee. 
Clergy. Laity. 
Henry Waterman Resolved Waterman 
Silas A. Crane George Mumford 
George W. Hathaway Thomas Burgess 


Board of Education. 


Nathan B. Crocker, D. D. Ezra W. Howard 
Henry Waterman 


Board of Sunday Schools. 


Charles C. Taylor John H. Gilliat 
Benjamin Watson 


Preacher before the next annual Convention. 
Silas A. Crane 


The expenses of the Special Convention were referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 


of Rhode-Island, 1843. en 


Resolved, 'That Canon VII. be altered, so as to read thus: 
‘‘ Contributions of the Parishes for the support of the Bishop 
shall be sent to the Treasurer of the Convention, who shall re- 
port annually to the Convention. 

The Committee on Finance reported upon the various mat- 
ters referred to them, which reports were accepted. (See Ap- 
pendix H.) 

The following pledges were made to the Board of Education: 


St. John’s Church, Providence, - - - $100 
Grace 5 + - ~ - - 100 
St. James’s “ Woonsocket, - - - 20 


Resolved, That in all such cases, where the individuals or 
Churches which pledge to this Convention for the Board of Ed- 
ucation, pay their pledges directly to the Beneficiary, they shall 
transmit to the Treasurer of said Board evidence of such pay- 
ment, that he may embody the same in his annual report. 

The Secretary and Treasurer were directed to cause 1000 
copies of the Journal of this Convention to be printed, and trans- 
mitted to the different Parishes. 

The next annual Convention was appointed to be held in 
Zion Church, Newport, the 2d Tuesday in June, 1844, at 10 
o’clock, A. M. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be presented 
to the Rector and Congregation of St. Stephen’s Church, Pro- 
-vidence, for their kind attentions and hospitality. 

The Convention then adjourned with the singing of Psalm 
CVI. and the Benediction. 

AZEL D. COLE, Secretary of the Convention. 
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A. 


PRovIDENCcE, JUNE 5, 1843. 

At a meeting of the Wardens and Vestrymen of Christ Church, 
holden in the Church on Monday, in Whitsun-week, A. D. 1843, it 
was 

Voted, 'That Christ Church does conform to the doctrines, dis- 
cipline and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church, to the 
Constitution and Canons of the General Convention, and also to the 
same as established in the Diocese of Rhode-Island. Also, 

Voted, That James W. Johnson, Benjamin Barney, John M. Ray 
and George Head, be a committee to represent this Church, and to 
request that it be admitted into union with the Convention of the 
Church in Rhode-Island, and to act as delegates to the same on June 
13 and 14, 1845. 

GEORGE HEAD, Clerk of the Church. 
JAMES W. JOHNSON, 
JOHN M. RAY, 
GEORGE HEAD, | 
| 


Wardens. 


THOS. HOWLAND, 

LEWIS FEGURADO, 

JAMES SCOTT, jun. 

JOSIAH J. BOWEN, > Vestry-men. 
SAMUEL DORRELL, | 
BENJAMIN BARNEY, 
ABRAHAM BIGNAL, 
ABRA’M GARDNER, J 
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B. 


Cumberzanp, R. 1 Diamonp Hix Prain, 
May 22, 1843. } 

At aregular meeting of the Wardens and Vestry-men of the Churcli 
of the Advent, in Cumberland, R. I. of which meeting due notice had 
been given, by public advertisement on a previous Sunday, eight days 
before, and to which each member of the Vestry was called by a writ- 
ten notice three days previous to the meeting, and signed by the two 
Wardens, it was 

Resolved, That this, the Church of the Advent, does conform to the 
doctrines, discipline and worship of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the United States of North America, in union with the General 
Convention, and to the same as established in the Diocese of Rhode- 


feland. 


ALEXANDER THOMPSON, Senior Warden. 
JOSEPH WHIPPLE, Junior Warden. : 


OTIS MASON, Sec. pro tem. of Vestry, 
ALFRED CROWNINSHIELD, eae 
WILLARD NEWELL, estry- 
GLADDING 0. THOMPSON, 
JAMES THOMPSON, 


mens 


C. 


DR. Prorestant EpiscopaL Cuurcn or R. Isnanp in acct. with Ezra W. Howarpn, Tr. CR. 
~ 1842. 1842. 
June 12. To cash paid Bishop’s travelling expenses, $11 June. By balance (old account,) - - $11 41 
July 12.To “ “ H.H. Brown’s bill for print +s By cash ree’d of St. John’s Church, Provi- 
ing Journal of Convention, 96 dence, as their prqportion of Convention 
Sept. 16. To cash paid balance of J. Dow's bill, “for expenses, ¢ = « 18 
printing Journal of Convention for 1841, 30 By do. of Grace Citurch, Providence, - 18 
1843. “= St. Stephen’s, 66 - - 960 
June. To cash paid Secretary’s bill for postage, ~, “2S armity eon Newpory = ois 
stationery, and record book, - - 3 85 oe a ion - -. 
To balance new acct. - - - -* ii.41 sce 6t™ = Ste aul eo N. Providence, 7 20 
6 6t- 6 $t. Michael’s, Bristol, - - 9 60 
06 St. Mark’s, Warren, ~ - - ee pe 
«6 Christ Church, Lonsdale, - 12 25 
« 6 $t. James’s, Woonsocket, - - 6 
“6 Christ Church, Westerly, - 6 
“«  $§t. Paul’s, Portsmouth, - - 240 
“6 0) Emmanuel, Manville, - - 4 90. 
“+  $§t. Luke’s, E. Greenwich, - - 4 90 
aoe oat «© St. Paul’s, Wickford, - - 2 40 
There is due H. H. Brown’s bill, for printing “Ascension, Wakefield, : - 2 40 
Journal of Proceedings of Special Con- a 
vention, April 6, 1843, - - $21 $152 26 


The Finance Committee have examined and compared the within account with the vouchers, and find it correct. 
S. T. NORTHAM, 
EDWARD §&. WILKINSON, Committee. 
Providence, June 14, 1843. ; EDWIN BABCOCK, 
The whole amount assessed by the Finance Committee for the expenses of the Episcopate, (with the exception of $5 80 
yet due) has been transmitted to the Treasurer of the Bishop’s fund. 
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D. 


ABSTRACT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE STANDING 
COMMITTEE OF THE DIOCESE OF R. ISLAND, FOR THE 
YEAR ENDING, JUNE, 1843. 


The committee was organized July 11, 1842, by the election of Rev. 
N. B. Crocker, D. D. as President, and Rev. H. Waterman, as Secre- 
tary. 

They have during the year recommended Henry N. Pierce to the 
Bishop, to be admitted as a candidate for Holy Orders. 

The following persons, candidates for Holy Orders, have been rec- 
ommended to the Bishop to be admitted to the Holy Order of Dea- 
cons, Viz. 


James H. Carpenter, 
Benjamin Franklin, 
John B. Richmond, 
Nicholas P. Tillinghast. 


The following persons, Deacons, have been recommended to the 
Bishop to be admitted to the Priesthood, viz. 
Rev. Azel D. Cole, 


Rey. John Wayland, 
Rey. James H. Eames. 


Official consent has been given to the consecration of Rey. Manton 
Eastburn, D. D. to be assistant Bishop of Massachusetts. 

Letters dismissory have been granted to Rev. Alexander Crummel, 
Deacon, transferring him to the Diocese of Pennsylvania; and to the 
Rev. Alexander Burgess, Deacon, transferring him to the Diocese of 
Connecticut. 

And on the 27th February, in obedience to the provisions of the 
12th Article of the Constitution of the Church in this Diocese, a spec- 
ial Convention of the Parishes in union with the Convention was 
summoned by the Committee, to meet in St. Stephen’s Church, April 
6, for the election of a Bishop, or for making some other provision for 
the Episcopal supervision of the Diocese. 


a | H. WATERMAN, Secretary. 
Providence, June 13, 1843. 
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K. 


THE THIRD ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 


MISSIONARY CONVOCATION TO THE CONVENTION OF 
THE DIOCESE. 


The Missionary Convocation of the Church in this Diocese, in pre- 
senting their Annual Report to the Convention, would begin by ac- 
knowledging with humble gratitude the measure of grace and blessing 
which God has bestowed upon them. Of his goodness he has per- 
mitted us to work in his vineyard another year. Our meetings have 
been not less frequent than in years past. For the most part, they 
have been well attended, both by the Clergy, and by the people of the 
parishes where they were held; and we trust that the presence of the 
heavenly Spirit has often been felt among us, in the gentle showers 
of his refreshing grace, if not in the visible demonstrations of his con- 
verting power. 

This Report covers the year, from April, 1842, to April, 1843, dur- 
ing which period Convocations have been held at places and times as 
follow :— 

In St. John’s Church, Providence, May, 1842 


“ 6“ James’s, Woonsocket, June, “ 
“ « Michael’s, Bristol, June, “ 
“  Luke’s, East-Greenwich, vay. 
“ Ascension, Wakefield. Aug 
“ St. Paul’s, Portsmouth, vo 
“ Wickford, Trove 
“ =“ Michael’s, Bristol, Jan. 1843 
“ & Mark’s, Warren, Feb.’ “ 
« & John’s, Providence, March, “ 
“ « Stephen’s, “ April, “ 


The meetings in St. Michael’s in June, and in St. Stephen’s in April, 
were for business only. At the others, full services were had, and we 
trust that fruit has been, and yet will be seen from them. 

From the Report of the Treasurer, it appears that the receipts of 
the year have been, $1834 75 

The expenditures, 1761 55 


Balance in Treasury, May &, $73 20 
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The expenditures above referred to were made, in accordance with 
the purpose for which the money was placed at our disposal, in aid 
of poor parishes, and in efforts to gather and nurture new Churches 
in different parts of the State. The parishes aided the past year are 
those of Ascension Church, Wakefield, St. Paul’s, Wickford, St. Luke’s, 
East-Greenwich, St. Paul’s, Portsmouth, St. Matthew’s, Jamestown, 
St. Stephen’s Providence, and St. James’s, Woonsocket. A new par- 
ish has been formed at Diamond Hill Plain, in Cumberland; and 
efforts to form others have been made in other places, some of which» 
it is hoped, will yet be crowned with success. 

In continuance of their Report, the Convocation deem themselves 
called on to state, that there are, it is believed, some places in our lit- 
tle Diocese, wholly without Christian instruction ; and many others 
almost so. This very destitution is itself an urgent appeal to our 
sympathies. But the appeal is made stronger by the fact, that in sev- 
eral of these places a decided preference is felt and expressed for the 
Gospel in the Church. In view of these facts, the Convocation, in 
January last, resolved to appoint a Missionary at large, whose business 
should be to visit those places throughout the State, and wherever he 
should be favorably received, there to make efforts for the permanent 
establishment of the Church. ‘To this office the Rev. James C. Rich- 
mond was appointed. His first efforts were at Diamond Hill Plain; 
and at this place he has formed a new parish. In May last, a Convo- 
cation was held in this parish ; and the Clergy attending it were both 
gratified and encouraged. Mr. Richmond has also visited several 
other destitute places, in all of which, it is believed, decided and valu- 
able impressions have been made. It is but strict justice to add, that 
for all these zealous and persevering exertions, Mr. Richmond receives 
no compensation. 

In their last Report, the Convocation presented another subject to 
the thoughts of the Convention, and it is one so intimately connected 
with the permanent growth and future well-being of our Church, that 
we think it cannot be too often or too earnestly pressed upon the 
minds of intelligent Churchmen. We mean the establishment of an 
Episcopal School within the Diocese. It is believed that such a school 
might easily be put into operation ; and that with but little fostering 
care, it would soon combine advantages which would make it the in- 
terest as well as the duty of parents to put their children under its 
care. We cannot here dwell on the subject; nor is it at all necessary. 
The immediate and ever-growing influence which a School establish- 
ed and conducted on the principles of the Church must always exert — 
in her behalf, and the facilities which it would afford her ‘members 
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for the sound and Christian education of their children, are too obvi- 
ous to require illustration. May the Church at once see her interest, 
and do her duty in this matter. 

In concluding this Report, our thoughts are mournfully turned to 
the painful bereavement, which we have sustained, within the year, 
in the removal from his earthly labors of our Rt. Rev. Father, the 
ofticial head both of the Convocation and the Convention. At our last 
annual meeting, we were blessed with the presence of his venerable 
form, and the counsels of his gentle wisdom. Now we mourn 
their loss. The assembled flocks of our Israel see not among 
them that Chief Shepherd, whose affectionate voice and faithful 
leadings they have so long been accustomed to follow. Yet in 
this our bereavement and sorrow, we are not without consola- 
tion and hope. Our absent Father is gone to his reward, and 
the great Shepherd and Bishop over all still lives. He will not 
leave his flock without an earthly shepherd. Already, indeed, have 
we been enabled to select another to go in and out before us. Let 
our fervent and united prayers ascend to the Giver of all grace and 
every blessing, that the mantle of our departed Father may fall on 
him, who, having formerly been his son in the Gospel, is now to be 
his successor in the high and responsible office of Chief Pastor to this 
portion of Christ’s earthly flock. 

N. B. CROCKER, President. 
_ Azex D. Cote, Secretary. 


aS) 


to 
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THE MISSIONARY AT LARGE 
REPORTS: 


J. Causs or THE Puan. 

That he spent the summer of 1842 in Little Compton, a town in 
the south part of Rhode-Island, where the Church has been wholly 
unknown, except through the annual visit of the Bishop of Connecti- 
cut to his father’s house, and the occasional ministrations of the Bish- 
op, of the Missionary, and of his brother, the Rev. William Richmond, 
of New-York. Having begun the mission to the Mohammedans, and 
being hindered from offering himself freely to that work, in order that 
the reproach resting on the Church these many ages might be wiped 
away, and that the glad tidings might reach the perishing and delud- 
ed followers of the Eastern Impostor, for whom the Church yearly 
prays and nothing does ; hindered, (as our departed Bishop intimates, 
in the conclusion of his last Pastoral letter on the Reformation,) by 
the want of that wisdom in the Anglo-Catholic, which has ever dis- 
tinguished the Romish branch of the Church, he concluded to wait, 
and in the mean while to turn his attention to “the sheep scattered 
without a shepherd,” at home. 

If. Puan, APPROVED BY BisHorp GriswoLp. 

The result was, a plan first acted upon Dec. 4, 1842, at the Smith- 
field factory, and submitted Dec. 19 to the lamented Bishop Griswold, 
on the last evening which he ever spent in this State. The Bishop 
then said, in presence of the Rev. Messrs. Taft, Taylor and Carpenter, 
“ Tam happy to see you here, Mr. ; you can do a great deal for 
us by going about and gathering the people together.” The plan, 


fully explained in a letter to the Bishop shortly afterwards, was, by 
his own hand, carried to the office of the Christian Witness, and may 
be found in the early part.of the volume of that paper for this year. 
The Bishop then fully, and often since, as many can testify, approved 
of the enterprise. ‘This is mentioned, because he was wise, and be- 
cause there is opposition to the undertaking, or to the manner of con- 
ducting it. As the Missionary was ever, since his ordination, intimate 
with, and approved by, this venerated man of God, he is willing to 
have it fully understood that Bishop Griswold’s opinion outweighs, in 
his mind, all possible gainsaying. 
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lil. Nexp oF THe Prax. 

January 1, 1843, the Missionary began under his regular appoint- 
ment by the Convocation, or Missionary Board for R. Island, with the 
Bishop at their head, at Diamond Mill Plain, Cumberland, R. I. ‘This 
place was destitute of nearly all religious instruction; the Sunday was 
spent in hunting, fishing, playing at ball, at cards, or in similar amuse- 
ments; many persons were never known to enter a place of worship ; 
all kinds of heresies, fables, falsehoods and sectarianism had been 
preached occasionally, for the last century, or since the settlement of 
the place; infidelity had become rife, and indifference was nearly 
universal. Nota baptized person in fifty could be found; and in the 
course of one morning, the Missionary has visited thirty families, 
where only one or two had received that sacrament, and then from 
unauthorized hands ;—of four aged women, over fourscore years of 
age, whom he saw that morning, three were unbaptized, and the fourth 
said, “I was sprinkled when I was an infant; but I don’t know that 
that was anything.” 

IV. MopEe oF conpuctTine THE PLAN. 

The difference between this, and similar efforts in behalf of the 
gospel of Christ, is mainly this: it has been usual to imagine the peo- 
ple prejudiced against the second best book, or as Robert Hall, the 
eminent Baptist preacher, (to which testimony add Adam Clarke, the 
Methodist, and others,) says, “the greatest of uninspired productions,” 
the book of Common Prayer. ‘The Missionary thought, they cannot 
dislike so good a book and began (not by hiding his Prayer Book in 
his pocket,) but by saying, “ Good people, we pray out of a book, 
because the Church since the Apostles’ time, and before, (the Jewish 
Church) always did so, and it is the best way: will you help me, as 
this service was made by the martyrs for the priest and the people; 
and since we are all miserable sinners, preacher and people, please 
to take these books and confess with me, and upon your knees, your 
sins and mine to Almighty God. They did so, and children’s voices 
were heard. Missionary. We have one Father, pray with me, Our 
Father, as the Lord taught his Apostles. They did. Missionary. 
Psalms for the first day of the month are on such a page ; and in Da- 
vid’s time the people responded to the priests and the priests to the 
people ; illustrated by Psalm xxiv.) all who do not object to reading 
the Psalms of David, and wish to do as the Church of God has done 
for many thousand years, since and before Moses, (Exodus xv.) will 
now rise and do as the communion of saints or the Church of God, 
here, in England, and all over the world does to-day, &c. 
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V. Tue Success, 

Has been, as the Missionary believes, almost unparalleled. The 
results, in brief, are these: 

1. At Diamond Hill Plain, the Church of the Advent, (the name an 
enduring monument against the periodical delusion just now named 
Millerism, which has blasted that neighborhood this year; e. g. there 
stands now a Miller tent four miles distant from the Plain) has been 
organized; ten of the most substantial men within three miles have 
become Vestrymen; and with many others are warmly interested in 
the prosperity of the Church; two thirds of the money towards erect- 
ing a neat Church (for about $2000 ona plan by Mr. Warren) have been 
subscribed in the place ; no application has been made abroad as yet, 
nor any assistance received, except in the services of the Rev. Messrs. 
Carpenter and Penny and several of the Clergy ; the Convocation has 
been held to the entire satisfaction of all present ; a convenient build- 
ing (Masonic Hall) has been obtained; (we met at first in a school- 
house ;) an organ has been procured, and one of the ladies has nearly 
learned its use, assistance being obtained meanwhile from the gratui- 
tous services of Mr. William Whiting; about fifty prayer books have 
been sold and paid for; there are nearly one hundred regular attend- 
ants, of whom more than half respond; the Holy Communion has 
been once administered ; four or five persons are awaiting the other 
sacrament; a Sunday school has been established, and one hundred 
children attended its celebration on July 4th, with the Christ Church 
Sunday school and people (180) from Lonsdale; twenty volumes have 
been bought for the Sabbath school, with the wnasked contributions of 
the people; a choir of thirty singers has been organized; a sewing 
circle (which its members had scarcely heard of before) has been 
formed, and July 4th (with some assistance from ladies of Grace 
Church and St. John’s, Providence, and much from Lonsdale) they 
received about $100; the Missionary has been made Rector, and the 
Church received into union with the Convention, and was represent- 
ed by three venerable delegates, &c. &c. &c. 

2. Besides these things, the Missionary has spent one month at Sara- 
toga Springs, and more than two weeks in the south part of this 
State, Wickford, Conanicut, &c. commenced a Church (which now 
flourishes under the Rev. Mr. Randolph) at the Dry Brook school- 
house, in Johnston, officiated several times with good attendance at 
Lime Rock and the Smithfield factory, and preached (with the regular 
morning service, chants, &c. under the Catholic Oak, in the open air; 
at 7, A. M. with large and orderly congregations, having been expell- 
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ed by one of the sects from a neighboring school-house. There is 
much more to be said, but the Missionary has not time, and the 
Journal will not (probably) allow room. This statement is made 
in the utmost haste, has been prepared in a few minutes, and its 
errors will, or ought to be, excused. It affords, however, full proof 
that if the Clergy and laymen do a small part of their duty, the 
Church of God must and will every where go on conquering and to 
‘conquer. 
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F. 


The Board of Education respectfully submit to the Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of the Diocese of Rhode-Island, the 
following 


REPORT: 


At the annual meeting, on the 14th of June last, the Board was 
organized by the choice of the Rev. Dr. Crocker, as President; the 
Rev. Henry Waterman, as Treasurer, and William G. Goddard, as 
Secretary. Since that time, the Board has held no meeting, and its 
its operations have required none. 

During the past year, Henry N. Pierce, and Charles R. Fisher, have 
been assisted by funds committed to the disposal of this Board. ‘To 
each of them the sum of $37 50 is now due, for the payment of which 
the Treasury has no adequate means. 

For further information concerning the receipts and expenditures 
for the past year, the Convention is referred to the Report of the 
Treasurer of the Board. 


WILLIAM G. GODDARD, Secretary. 
June 13, 1843. 
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G 
PAROCHIAL REPORTS. 


TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT: 


The Rector of Trinity Church, Newport, respectfully reports to the 
ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese, agreeably to the general Canons, 
that during the last Conventional year, the parish has enjoyed the 
smiles of Divine favor. 

The following statistics exhibit the official acts of the Rector and 
the ecclesiastical condition of the parish: Baptisms—adults, 15; in- 
fants, 24; total, 39. Communicants—last report, 200; added, 40; 
died, 2; repelled, 3; removed, 20; present number, 215. Marriages, 
6; burials, 7; schools—parochial, 1; Sunday, 2; Sunday school 
scholars, 205; do. teachers, 28 ; libraries—parochial, 2—one designed 
for the Rector’s use, and given in A. D. 1702, by the venerable Soci- 
ety for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, containing 
about 60 standard volumes; one designed for the parish, and special- 
iy for Sunday school teachers, of about 150 volumes; one for our 
Sunday school, of about 700 volumes ; total, 3 libraries, and about 910 
volumes. 

The Rector has catechized the children every month, “openly in 
the Church ;” he has instructed a Ladies’ Bible class until Lent, on 
Tuesday P. M. and a Men’s Bible class, since Easter, on Sunday 
evenings. In the evening of the first Sunday of the month, the Mis- 
sionary meeting has been held during the year. There has been like- 
wise a lecture after evening prayer, on Wednesdays or Fridays, and 
teachers’ meetings on Friday evening; the teachers generally have 
also met at the Rector’s house, for prayer, on the Saturday evenings 
before Communion Sunday. 

The Lentine services were morning and evening prayer on Litany- 
days, and every day in Passion week, followed by a familiar and prac- 
tical discourse on the petitions in the Litany, as the texts. All the 
Holy-days have been sacredly observed by morning prayer in the 
Church. The Rector has also officiated several times in St. Matthew's 
Church, Jamestown. 
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A small band of the female communicants, with commendable iw- 
dustry and encouraging zeal, have met from time to time in a sewing 
circle, for missionary objects, and contributed more than one hundred 
dollars to the great cause, by their pious labors. May the Lord re- 
ward them. Some of the Sunday school teachers have also met to- 
gether in the winter, to provide garments for poor children. 

The benefactions of the parish, which have passed through the 
established channels during the year past, have amounted to a sum 
somewhat exceeding $1500, which has been appropriated to diocesan 
and general foreign and domestic missions, to the Education Board 
of the Diocese, and to the distribution of Bibles, Prayer-Books, tracts 
on board vessels sailing from the harbor of Newport, and among the 
people in the town and vicinity, and for other miscellaneous objects. 
The Church sustains one scholarship of $100 per annum, and three 
African children at the mission school at Cape Palmas. Two of the 
communicants are candidates for Holy Orders, pursuing their theo- 
logical studies with the Rector. One of them is the teacher in the 
parochial school, and has charge of an adult class on Sundays; the 
other is the Superintendent of the Sunday school. 

There has been, as heretofore, a steady monthly increase of its 
Communion; an enlarged attendance on the public services, indica- 
tions of a general and deepening interest in things pertaining to God; 
and, in a few instances, the signal manifestations of the Holy Spirit, 
in the regeneration of some members of the congregation. 

The parish has likewise participated, in an unusual measure, in the 
providential mercies of God. Besides a general social prosperity, 
they have been uncommonly exempted from sickness, and spared the 
bereavements of death. No evil hath befallen us, neither hath any 
plague come nigh our dwelling. 

We can make no adequate return to the Lord for all His benefits; 
but may only take the cup of salvation and call upon His holy name, 
and pay our vows in the presence of all His people. May His grace 
enable us to show our gratitude by giving up ourselves devotedly to 
His service, and by walking before Him in holiness and righteousness 


all our days. 
Submitted by FRANCIS. VINTON, Rector. 


‘ZION CHURCH, NEWPORT. 


The Rector of this Church makes the following Report: 127 com- | 
municants are connected with the Church: there have been baptized, 
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during the year, 12 infants and 20 adults; $144 have been contributed | 
to missions out of the Diocese: I have performed the marriage ser- 
vice twice, and buried 8 persons: In our Sunday schools we have 
about 300 children, and a very efficient corps of teachers: about 25 
young men attend a Bible class, which is held weekly. I may add, 
that through God’s blessing, our parish, both spiritually and tempo- 
rally, is in a very prosperous condition. 
BENJAMIN WATSON, Rector. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, PORTSMOUTH. 


Communicants added, 8; died, 1; present number, 23. Marriages, 
3; burials, 7; Sunday school teachers, 11; scholars, about 80; vol- 
umes in the library, about 200; contributed to the funds of the Gene- 
ral Board of Missions, $11 06. The condition of this Parish contin- 
ues slowly to improve. An increase of attendance on public worship, 
of a disposition to contribute to the support of religious institutions, 
and of interest in the general welfare of the Redeemer’s kingdom, is, 
to some extent, apparent among us, and may be regarded as evidence 
that God has not wholly withholden from us his blessing. 

Since our last report to the Convention, a most valued female mem- 
ber of our communion has been removed from us by death; yet 
we would thankfully praise the Great Head of the Church, not only 
for her good example, but for the confidence which we are permitted 
to cherish, that the mantle of her lovely piety has fallen on a surviv- 
ing sister, who, with one other individual, is now ready to receive the 
holy ordinance of baptism. 

Our Female Missionary Association continues to increase in 
strength and zeal, its pledge to the Convocation, for the ensuing year, 
exceeding every former pledge by the sum of $25. 

The Rector would gratefully acknowledge the kindly charity, which,,. 
during his ministry in Portsmouth, has been so often extended to him. 
by his Christian friends in Newport, Bristol and Providence. May 
the Lord reward them a hundred fold. 

Amidst all the discouragements which beset us, not the least of* 
which is a small parish debt, we would cast our burdens on Him who 
is an Almighty Helper, praying for grace to be more faithful, humble 
and holy, that we may be counted not unworthy to receive even a 


rich blessing, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
MILTON WARD, Rector. 
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ST. MARK’S CHURCH, WARREN. 


The undersigned is happy in being abie to report this parish as 
still enjoying the Divine favor, in the continuance of its wonted har- 
monious and prosperous condition. There have been during the past 
eonventional year, baptisms, infants, 6; adults, 7; total number, 13; 
burials by the Rector, 11; marriages by do. 4; communicants died, 
1; removed, 1; added, 11; present number of communicants, 149; 
contributions for charitable and religious objects out of the parish, 
about $260, The Sunday school numbers 118 scholars and 24 teach- 
ers, and about 300 volumes in the library, It is flourishing, and by 
monthly contributions supports two beneficiaries in the African mis- 


sion. GEORGE W. HATHAWAY, Rector. 


ST. STEPHEN’S CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


The parish register exhibits the following as the statistics of the 
past conventional year: 20 baptisms (of which 4 were of adults;) 2 
marriages, and 2 funerals: 14 have been added to the list of commu- 
nicants; 6 have died; present number, 90. 

The Sunday school is favored with a good degree of prosperity. 
It enjoys the oversight of a Superintendent and 14 teachers. ‘The 
number of pupils is 100, of whom the average attendance is 70. 

The labors of the sewing circle have been attended with a gratify- 
ing measure of success. The sum of $140 has gone forth from its 
treasury for the promotion of missionary and other benevolent ob- 
jects. 

With regard to the general condition of the parish since our last 
report, we have to confess that but a very few souls among us have 
sought and obtained an interest in the “great salvation” of the gos- 
pel; and that among those who profess and call themselves Christ- 
aans, there are too many who entertain inadequate views of the evan- 
gelical duty of procress. Our hope is, that the coming year may 
witness a revival of the Lord’s work in our midst. 


H. WATERMAN, Rector. 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, NORTH-PROVIDENCE. . 


The Rector of St. Paul’s Church, North-Providence, reports—bap- 
tisms, 8; confirmations, 9; communicants, 187; marriages, 12; fune- 
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rals, 7; Sunday school scholars, 150; Superintendent, 1; teachers, 
21; librarian and assistant, 2; Sunday school library, 400 volumes ; 
Bible classes, 2; for Missions in this State, $100; for Foreign and 
Domestic Boards of Missions, $92; for Education, $25; for Bishop’s 
fund, $17 40. 

The children are catechized once a month. During the long days 
of the summer, a children’s Church is occasionally held: they sustain 
the responsive parts of the service, and an appropriate discourse is 
preached to them. In addition to the services on the Sabbath, all 
the Saints’ and other days for which a service has been prescribed by 
the Church, have been carefully observed. Hxtensive repairs and 
improvements have been made upon the Church editice, adding much 
to its beauty and convenience. A spacious, light and airy room has 
been formed under it, for the Sunday school and evening lectures. 
The grounds around it are being tastefully laid out and put in beau- 
tiful order. 


GEORGE TAFT, Recior. 


CHRIST CHURCH, LONSDALE. 


During the last conventional year there have been 12 baptisms, 7 
adults and 5 infants; burials, 18; confirmations, 13; communicants— 
_ died, 2; suspended, 2; removed, 10; added, 14; total, 79. Appro- 
priations—General Board of Foreign and Domestic Missions, $85; 
Missionary Convocation of the Church in Rhode-Island, $45; other 
religious purposes, about $30. From 150 to $200 have been expend- 
ed in improvements on the Church. We design to celebrate public 
worship on all those occasions for which the Church in her wisdom 
has made provision. 

The services during Passion and Easter weeks were peculiarly 
impressive and profitable. Our Sunday school has not varied mate- 
rially from the last report. The average number of scholars and 
teachers has been 123 ;—100 scholars and 23 teachers. 

With commendable zeal, the ladies of the parish have raised, by a 
public fair, $150 towards defraying the expenses of the Church. 

The last year has been one of fearful prospects to the Church; yet 
the steady course she has pursued amid the political hurricane of the 
day, bas increased the attachment to her of those within her pale, 
and gained for her the esteem and affection of many without. I can- 
not report that intense interest in religion, which would be most grat- 
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ifying, yet I have never witnessed a more conscientious adherence to 


the Church, nor seen her services better attended than at present. 
CHARLES C. TAYLOR, Rector. 


EMMANUEL CHURCH, MANVILLE. 


The records of this parish during the last conventional year, fur- 
nish the following statement: Baptisms—infants, 3; adults, 11; total, 
14; communicants added, 14; removed, 1; present number, 32; fu- 
nerals, 8; four of which were out of the parish. 

During the past year, owing to the protracted ill health of the Rec- 
tor, he was compelled, fora short time, to relinquish the charge of the 
parish. His place was supplied by the Rev. Mr. Carpenter, who has 
been associated with him in the labors of the parish since the Ist of 
January last. Under our joint efforts, by the blessing of God, we 
have been favored with uninterrupted prosperity. 'The attention to 
religion has been very encouraging, indicated not only by the general 
deportment, but also by the steady increase of our congregations on 
the Sabbath. In addition to this, the effectual operations of God’s 
Spirit have been manifested in adding unto His Church of such, as 
we trust, will be saved, in the day when the Lord shall make up his 
jewels. We are happy to report an extensive interest in the concerns 
of the soul among the young. A number of these have become hope- 
fully pious, and only wait that the nature of their impressions may be 
suitably tested, before they are received as members. of the flock of 
‘Christ. ms 

Our services during the week consist of the following: The two 
regular services of the Sabbath, a lecture on Thursday evening, and a 
Bible class, or more properly speaking, a catechetical class, on Friday 
‘evening, Dixon & Smith’s manual being the basis of instruction. 

Our Sunday school is in a very flourishing condition. It is sus- 
tained by an efficient Superintendent, and the punctual attendance 
and Christian fidelity of 10 teachers. The average number of schol- 
ars is about 90; number of volumes in the library, 200. Connected 
with the school is an adult Bible class. The instructions given to 
this class are intended not only for the individual benefit of its mem- 
bers, but with the view also of qualifying them for the responsible 
duty of teachers, whenever their services shall be required. The 
circumstances of the parish being unfavorable to the continuance of 
the sewing circle, a plan of systematic charity has been adopted in its 
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stead. This plan consists in weekly offerings, after the apostolié 
model. The contributions proceeding from this source will form a 
‘general fund, from which appropriations will be made to the various 
objects of Christian benevolence. It should be recorded, also, with 
gratitude to the Giver of all grace, that the members of the Church 
meet regularly twice in the week, for social prayer—prayer for them= 
selves individually and as a Church, That an answer has been vouch- 
safed to their supplications we cannot doubt, and that much of the 
spiritual prosperity which we at present enjoy, is to be attributed to 
the acceptance with which these addresses have been met at the 
throue of grace. 

It is gratifying to know that the piety of our members—deriving 
its origin and its strength from the Spirit of God—is further sustained 
by a growing attachment to our Liturgy, and an intelligent apprehen- 
sion of the principles of our Church. That God would continue to 
bless them as He has done in times past, is the grateful prayer of their 
Rector, SAMUEL PENNY, jun. 


ST. JAMES’S CHURCH, WOONSOCKERT. 


Baptized, during the past conventional year, 8 adults and 6 infants ; 
total, 14: married, 7; buried, 8; confirmed, 4; added to the com- 
munion, 14; removed, 4; died, 1; present number, 80. The usual 
services are two upon the Lord’s day, and one during the week: 
The Church is alsc opened on all the leading festivals and fasts of the 
Christian year. The “offerings” of the parish during the year ending 
with last December, amounted to $100. ‘The ladies’ sewing circle, 
‘with its usual industry, has raised with the year ending last April; 
$125. AZEL DOW COLE, Rector. 


ST. LUKE’S CHURCH, EAST-GREENWICH. 


It is believed that the condition of this Church has improved dur 
ing the past year. The attendance on public worship is constant, 
and has evidently increased. There have been three services on 
Sunday; and for most of the year, a lecture during the week. The 
principal fasts and festivals have been duly observed. 

The Sunday school has increased, and now numbers about 60. 
A valuable addition has been made to its library. The ladies cons 
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tinue to deserve commendation for their zealous and untiring ef 
forts to aid the Church. ; 
Communicants, 5 added, present number, 37; baptized, 8—6 
children, 2 adults; buried, 5—3 children, 2 adults; marriages, 2. 
Offerings of the Church for general missionary and diocesan pur- 
poses, $30. S. A. CRANE, Rector. 


CHURCH OF THE ASCENSION, WAKEFIELD. ° 


The statistics from the parish records for the past conventional 
year, are as follows: Baptisms—adults, 7; marriages, 2; burials, 2. 
Communicants transferred from St. Paul’s, Tower Hill, to this Church, 
13; from St. Matthew’s, Jamestown, 1. These, added to the num- 
ber received by baptism the past year, make the whole number of 
communicants 21. Families visited, 38; distance between the two 
extremes of the parish visited, 10 miles. ‘The ladies have been ac- 
tive in their labors of love in the sewing circle. $65 have been 
raised by them for convocational and other missionary purposes. 
The Sunday school is at present encouraging. 

Besides the usual labors of my own parish, I have preached 
about twenty sermons at St. Matthew’s, Jamestown, baptized 7, and 
administered the holy communion once. 

ft will be perceived by the above statistics, that previous to the past 
year, there were no communicants in connection with the Church of 
the Ascension. 'This being a new parish, and previous to my entrance 
upon its duties, associated with the parish of St. Paul’s, Tower Hill, 
the affairs of the one were so merged in the other, as seeming to form 
but one parish. Yet previous to this year, as the records will show, 
there had been no transfer of communicants made from St. Paul’s to 
this parish. ‘This transfer of communicants has been gradual, in ac- 
cordance with the advice of our late beloved Bishop, and it has work- 
ed admirably; it has given us strength by union of numbers, and 
formed a nucleus about which some have already gathered, and we 
trust in God many more are destined to be gathered. 

JAMES H. EAMES, Minister. 


CHRIST CHURCH, WESTERLY. 


During: the past year, it has pleased the great Head of the Church — 
to smile upon us as a parish, and Iam able to record through His 
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goodness, that a number of communicants have been added to the 
Church. For some time after our annual Convention, no unusual in- 
terest of a spiritual kind could be perceived; the attendance upon 
divine ordinances was regular, and the Church manifested a deep in- 
terest in behalf of many, who were apparently engaged in the devo- 
tional services, and who were regular hearers of the gospel, but no 
evidence of the power of religion appeared. But from what subse- 
quently took place, our case seemed illustrated in our Lord’s parable; 
Mark iy. 26: “So is the kingdom of God as if a man should cast seed 
into the ground; and should sleep, and rise night and day, and the 
seed should spring and grow up, he knoweth not how.” Such ap- 
peared to be the awakening and progress of a work of grace upon the 
hearts of many in the parish. And in process of time, the altar was 
surrounded with candidates for baptism. ‘There stood the Sunday 
school scholar, and the venerable, gray-headed hearer. In some in- 
stances, the first spiritual fruits from families ; in others, the last mem- 
ber brought to Christ. Some who had been long prayed for, but the 
least hopeful, were added; and others, who had been nursed in the 
eradle of piety. And with these special blessings, the Church ap- 
peared revived in the graces of the Holy Spirit. I have received by 
baptism, 25 adults. I have received to the Lord’s Supper, 36, and, 
according to present circumstances, I expect a goodly number to be 
confirmed. - I have to report of marriages, 6; of burials, 4; of dismis- 
sion by letter, 1. The whole number of communicants, 129, Our 
Sunday school at one period seemed to decline; it has lately revived, 
through a renewed exertion of the teachers; scholars, 86; teachers, 
17; library, 500 volumes. For missionary objects the last year, the 
sum collected is $136. To domestic and foreign missions, $775; to one 
beneficiary, $44. Balance on hand, collected since, $14. Considera- 
ble exertions have been made to remove a debt long remaining on 
the Church. ‘The following communication was handed me by the 
Wardens: 

“The pews in our Church, excepting those designed to be free, 
have all recently been taken; and the proprietors, with the same libe- 
ral spirit and Christian charity which have hitherto prompted them, 
have already adopted means for the immediate payment of the bal- 
ance of the Church debt.” 

And the last, yet by no means the least, the ladies’ sewing society 
are always at the post of duty, and have conveyed, through the hands 
of their Pastor, the sum pledged to the Rhode-Island Convocation. 


36 Appendix. 


“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto-us, but unto thy name be all the 
glory.” WILLIAM H. NEWMAN, Rector: 


ST. PAUL’S CHURCH, WICKFORD. 


Baptisms—adults, 2; infants, 2; total, 4; burials, 9; marriages, 2;, 
eommunicants—added, 6; died or removed, 5; suspended, 1; pres- 
ent number, 61. Sunday school teachers, 12; scholars, about 60; 
books in library, 300. Contributed for missionary and other charita- 
ble purposes, about $100. 

The condition of this parish has not materially changed since our 
last annual report. At the present time, there is very little spiritual 
interest manifested, though the ordinary means of grace are diligently 
used, and tolerably well attended; and we can only hope and pray 
that the good seed sown may yet spring up and bear fruit to the glory 
of God. JOHN H. ROUSE, Rector. 


The undersigned respectfully reports, that his ability for parochial 
duty continues much the same as when he resigned his cure ;—that 
during the year last passed, he has performed service and preached 
three times in St. James’s Church, Woonsocket, twice in Grace and 
once in Christ Church, Providence, and three times in St. Paul’s Chur. 
Wickford. He has also administered the Holy Communion once in 
Grace and once in Christ Church, Providence; and generally through- 
out the year, has rendered such assistance in the performance of par-. 
ish duty, as has been required of him by his Rev. Brother Rouse. 


LEMUEL BURGE, Minister, residing at Wickford. 
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Immediately after my ordination, in July last, I officiated four 
months in the parish of Emmanuel Church, Manville, the Rector of 
the Church, the Rev. Samuel Penny, jun. haying been compelled from 
ill health temporarily to suspend his labors. In connection with this 
last charge, J served from January until May, as Missionary of the 
Rhode-Island Convocation, at the newly formed parish of the Church 
of the Advent, Diamond Hill Plain, Cumberland—preaching there 
each Sunday afternoon and evening, and on Monday evenings at a 
neighboring school-house. 

Particulars in reference to these parishes will be reported by their 
respective Rectors. 


JAMES H. CARPENTER, Deacon. 
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Since the last annual meeting of the Convention, I have officiated 
as Assistant to the Rector of St. Michael’s Church, Bristol, up to the 
time of his resignation on Easter Monday last. Since that time, I 
have had temporary charge of Grace Church, Providence. 
THOMAS PF. FALES.. 


CHRIST CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


The pulpit of this Church was supplied by me, for four months 
from the 25th of December last. During that time, besides the usual 
Sunday services, there has been an extra service in the evening ; and 
whatever festivals and fasts have occurred, have been duly observed, 
as the Prayer Book provides. The children have been regularly cat- 
echized, and in the recitations of each month, have invariably exhib- 
ited an improvement upon those of the preceding. Although the 
Church is burdened with a debt, the congregations have been good, 
and their interest in the services appears to have been regular and 
unremitted. 

During the four months of my connection with this church, there 
were added to the communion 6 adults, 3 by baptism, 2 from the 
Baptist sect, and 1 who was baptized in infancy. I have also baptiz- 
ed 13 children. BENJAMIN FRANKLIN, Deacon. 


ROCKVILLE, JOHNSTON. 


I entered upon my duties as Missionary at Rockville, on the 2d 
Sunday in October last. I have preached for the greater part of the 
time twice on Sunday, and during a part of the time held a familiar 
lecture during the week. I also organized a Sunday school in the fall, 
which has been continued during the winter; the number of scholars 
averaging about 15, and teachers 4, which has increased somewhat 
since the opening of spring. I found one baptized adult in my con- 
gregation, and have added three others, one of whom has removed. 
My congregation at this station averages 50. Though small, it mani- 
fests an increasing interest in the services, and is very anxious that 
they should be continued. We have been disappointed in the hope 
of the erection of a building, but we cannot doubt that if the effort is 
continued, one will be erected by another spring. Our congregation 
comprises many of the most substantial farmers in the neighborhood. 
A ladies’ sewing circle has been formed, which numbers about 15 
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members, and which, though it has been in existence but about three 
months, has raised nearly $20. About $5 has also been collected to- 
wards increasing the Sunday school library. 

Since the meeting of the Convocation, in April, I have also preach- 


ed at Dry Brook, another place, distant three miles from Rockville. - 


‘The congregation here has averaged from 70 to 80 persons ; the situ- 
ation of this station is very favorable to the collection of a good con- 
gregation, there being quite a large district of country almost en- 
tirely destitute of any religious services. I officiate at both these 
stations on the same day. 
Baptized, 3 adults; 1 removed; 3 remaining. 
THOMAS L. RANDOLPH. 


CHRIST CHURCH, PROVIDENCE. 


The Rey. Benjamin Franklin took charge of this Church imme- 
diately after his ordination, in the autumn of 1842, and officiated with 
great success for several months, during which time several adults 
and about fifteen children were baptized. 

In May the present Rector entered on the charge, and has seen 29 
present at the communion, one of whom was added. 

This is the only colored Church in New-England, though there are 
several meeting-houses of different sects in the city of Providence. 
The services, the Church, and the worshippers, present an appear- 
ance of order, neatness and regularity, which are seldom equalled, 
and can hardly be surpassed. ‘The organist is a colored girl, under 
twenty years of age, and the music is excellent. 

Tt is hoped that all persons truly interested in the welfare of this 
portion of the people, will attend the services, when able, see for them- 
selves, and assist this needy branch of our vine, (which has just been 
received into our Convention) with their prayers and their substance. 
The Church of God being “the society for the reformation of the 
world,” supplies the place of all more agitating but less fruitful move- 
ments in our age. When Onesimus was sent back by the Apostle to 
his master, he might have remained nominally, but could hardly have 
continued virtually, a slave. Let Christ be the Master of all, and men 
of all complexions will be brethren, and sons of one God and Father, 
«who hath made of one blood all nations of men that dwell on the 
face of the earth.” ° 

JAMES O. RICHMOND, Rector. 


—————E << 
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This place includes Simmonsville, the Fenner-place and Dry Brook, 
which three places form the three corners of a triangle, each side of 
which is a little more than a mile in length. The point at Simmons- 
ville is most populous; that of Dry Brook least, and the Fenner-place 
a medium of population between the other two, contains about 250 
inhabitants. ‘Take from the centre of this triangle a sweep of two 
miles, and the circle, it is said, would include 2000 inhabitants. The 
religious denominations are the Six Principle Baptists, who number 
52 communicants, and a branch of the Freewill Baptists of Olney- 
ville. My Sunday services have been morning and afternoon, at the 
school-house at Simmonsville, and an evening service at the Fenner- 
place. At Simmonsville, the average attendance was about 50. At 
the Fenner-place, the dwellings in which we met were usually full. 
Latterly I omitted the afternoon service at Simmonsville, for the pur- 
pose of conducting a Sunday school at the Fenner-place, the attend- 
ance of which was usually between 40 and 50. To aid this measure, 
through the kindness of Mr. Clark, the Tract agent, upwards of 80 
volumes were sent us from the High-street Congregational school 
library. The Sunday school at Simmonsville numbered about 30. 

From January of last year, to April of the present, exclusive of my 
own family, 1] were admitted as members of our communion, and I 
found 3 when I came, making 14; with my family, 17. Baptisms, 
11; marriages, 1; burials, 4. 

JOHN SUDDARDS. 
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HH: 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON FINANCE. 


The Committee on Finance reports, that the sum required to meet 
the current expenses of the Convention for the year, in printing the 
Journals, and to make up the deficiency of the last year, including a 
bill due Mr. H. H. Brown, for printing the proceedings of the Special 
Convention, April 6 past, will amount to about $180, which amount 
we have apportioned among the several Churches as follows, viz. 


St. John’s Church, Providence, - - $22 50 
Grace a “ - : - - 22 50 
St. Stephen’s “ oe - - - 12 00 
Trinity ¢ Newport, : - 18 00 
Zion vf - - - 13 50 
St. Paul’s 4d N. Providence, - 2" SOS 
St. Michael’s “ ristol, - - - 15 00 
St. Mark’s e Warren, - - - 10 50 
Christ - Lonsdale, Sieairewien - 900 
St. James’s “ Woonsocket, - - 9 00 
Christ x Westerly, - - - 900 
St. Paul’s Portsmouth, - - 6 0G 
Emmanuel “ Manville, - - - 6 00 
St. Luke’s - East-Greenwich, - - 600 
St. Paul’s ‘a Wickford, - - - 600 
Ascension ri Wakefield, - - 6 00 

$180 00 


The Corfimittee recommend the following: 
Resolved, That the delegates from the different Churches now pay 
the several assessments. 


S. T. NORTHAM, 
E. S. WILKINSON, > Committee. 
EDWIN BABCOCK, 


Providence, June 14, 1848. 
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REPORT OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE ON THE BISHOP'S 
SALARY, 


The Committee on Finance, to whom was referred the resolution 
passed at the Convention in April last, appropriating $400 for the 
Bishop’s salary, Report, that they have apportioned the said sum 
among the respective churches in this Diocese, as follows: 


St. John’s Church, Providence, ai $50 00 
Grace . os - - - - 50 00 
St. Stephen’s “ ee - - - 26 75 
Trinity ¢ Newport, - - - 40 00 
Zion os . - - - 30 00 
St. Paul’s a N. Providence, - - 20 00 
St. Michael’s “ Bristhy i! ee 33 25 
St. Mark’s « Wusrrens = fa" = 428 OF 
Christ * Lonsdale, - - - 20 00 
St. James’s “ Woonsocket, - - 20 00 
Christ ¢ Westerly, E - - 20 00 
St. Paul’s 6 Portsmouth, - - 13 50 
Emmanuel “ Manville, - - - 13 50 
St. Luke’s s East-Greenwich, - - 13 50 
St. Paul’s | Wickford, - - - 13 50 
Ascension a Wakefield, - - 13 50 

$400 75 


. 

The Comimittee recommend, that the aforesaid assessment be cols 
lected and paid over to the Treasurer of this Convention on or before 
the Ist day of October next. 

Ss. T. NORTHAM, 


BE. S. WILKINSON, Committee: 
EDWIN BABCOCK, 


DR. Boarp or Epucation in acct. with H. Waterman, Treasurer. CR. 


Le ————_—_—______, _ TET 


1842. 


June 20. Paid Charles R. Fisher, 


“« 8%, « HN. Pierce; 


Aug. 12. “ James Mulchakey, 


Dec. 23. “ H.N. Pierce, 
1843. 
Jan. 23. “ Charles R. Fisher, 


Feb. 24. “ Postage, 
June 12. Balance, - 


Providence, June 13, 1843. 


$37 50 
37 50 


$224 51 


1842. 
June 15. 


Feb. 18. 
Mar. 18. 
May 8. 


June 12. 


By balance from last year’s acct. 
By cash from J. H. Gilliat, - 


“ 


66 
“cc 


$77 O01 

37 50 
St. Mark’s, Warren, 12 50 
St. James’s, Woonsock. 10 00 


St. Stephen’s, Prov. 12 50 
Alexander Duncan, 10 00 
Wm. G. Goddard, 25 00 


St. James’s, Woonsock. 10 00 
Ascen. Chur. Wakefield, 5 00 


St. Stephen’s, Prov. 12 50 
St. Mark’s, Warren, 12 50 
$224 51 - 


H. WATERMAN, Treasurer. 
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io 
Riles of Order and a Standing Orver of Business, 


OF THE 


Convention of the Church in the Diocese of Rhode-Island. 


1. RULES OF ORDER. 


1. When the President takes the chair, no member shall continue 
standing, or shall afterwards stand up, except to address the chair. 

2. The members of the Convention shall sit in pews contiguous to 
one another—the delegates of each church occupying one pew. 

3. No member shall absent himself from the Convention, unless he 
have leave, or be unable to attend. 

4. No leave of absence shall be indefinitely granted to any member, 
unless full and sufficient reasons be given by him to the Convention. 

3. All special committees shall be appointed by the President, un- 
less otherwise ordered by the Convention. 

6. A question being once determined, shall stand as the judgment 
of the Convention, and shall not again be drawn into debate during 
the session, unless with the consent of two thirds of the members 
present. 

7. When any member is about to speak, or deliver any matter to 
the Convention, he shall rise, and with due respect address himself 
to the President, and confine himself strictly to the point in debate. 

8. When two members chance to rise at the same time, the Pre- 
sident shall determine to whom the preference shall be given; and 
all questions of order the President shall decide—subject to an appeal 
to the Convention. 

9. No member shall speak more than twice on the same question 
without leave. 

10. No motion shall be acted upon until seconded, and, when re- 
quired, reduced to writing. 

11. While the President is putting any question, the members shall 
continue in their seats, and shall not hold any private conversation to 
the interruption of the Convention. 
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12, Every member, who is in the Convention when any question 
is put, shall, on a division, be counted, unless he be personally inter-. 
ested in the question, or excused by the President. 

13. When a motion is under consideration, no other motion shall 
be made, except to postpone, to amend, to divide, or to commit. 

14. A motion for amendment or postponement shall be considered 
as the previous question, and be decided before the original motion. 

15. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall Be de- 
cided without debate. | 

16. The yeas and nays shall be called and entered on the minutes, 
when required by one-fifth of the members present. 

17. At the request of the President, or on motion, the Convention 
may resolve itself into a Committee of the Whole. 

18. All elections, when required by two members, shall be by bal- 
lot. 

19. All other questions shall be decided viva voce, or by hand vote, 
unless a ballot be called for by two members. 

20. 'The sittings of the Convention shall be open to all persons who 
choose to attend, unless otherwise ordered by the Convention. 

21. After the first day, the minutes of the preceding day shall be 
read each morning, at the opening of the Convention, and, if neces- 
sary, corrected; and, before the rising of the Convention, the whole 
proceedings of the session shall be read. 

22. When the Convention is about to rise, every member shall keep 
his seat until the President leaves his chair. 

23. None of the Rules of Order shall be suspended, without the 
consent of two thirds of the members present. 

24, The foregoing Rules of Order shall be read at the opening of 
every Convention, and shall be of force, unless repealed by a vote of 
the Convention. 


Il. STANDING ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


After the organization of the Convention, as provided for by the 
Constitution, the following order of business shall be observed for the 
first day of the session : 

I. The business incident to the organization of the Convention 
embracing the consideration of applications of Churches or Parishes 
for admission into union with the Convention; reports from special 
committees appointed at a preceding session of the Convention, &c. 


Il. Regular Annual Reports, in the following order: 
1. Report from the Treasurer of the Convention. 
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. Report from the Standing Committee. 

. Report from the Board of Missions. 

. Report from the Board of Education. 

. Report from the Board of Sunday Schools. 
. Parochial Reports. 

. Miscellaneous business. 
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The following order of business shall be observed for the second 
day of the Convention : 
I. Miscellaneous business. 
II. Elections,— 
. Of Treasurer. 
. Of Standing Committee. 
Trustees of the General Theological Seminary. 
. Board of Education. 
. Board of Sunday Schools. 
. Delegates to the General Convention. 
. Preachers for next Convention. 
Miscellaneous business. 
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K. 
CONSTITUTION 


OF THE 


Prot. Lpiscopal Church in the Diocese of RW. Rslany, 


AS RATIFIED AND ADOPTED 


AT ITS FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION, HOLDEN AT TRINITY 
CHURCH, NEWPORT, R. I. JUNE, 1841. 


ARTICLE 1. 


This Church accedes to the Constitution of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church in the United States of America, and also to the Constiti- 
tion of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Eastern Diocese. 


ARTICLE IL. 


There shall be a stated Convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church in this Diocese, on the second Tuesday in June, in each year: 
at such hour and in such place, as the Convention shall determine.— 
Special meetings may be called by the Bishop, with the advice and 
consent of the Standing Committee. If the Episcopate be vacant, 
special meetings may be called by the Standing Committee. No bu- 
siness shall be transacted at any special meeting, other than is speci- 
fied in the notice calling such meeting. 


ARTICLE III. 


Every Convention shall be opened with prayer, followed by a ser 
mon, or by an address from the Bishop, and the celebration of the 
Lord’s supper, after which, the President and Secretary of the pre- 
ceding Convention shall take their places, when the Secretary shal} 
call the names of the Clergy and the Lay Delegates. The Secretary 
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of the Convention shall then be chosen, and the records of the prece- 
ding Convention shall be read, and the necessary committees appoint- 
ed. The morning service of the Church, or a special service appoint- 
ed by the Bishop, shall be performed every day during the session of 
the Convention. 


ARTICLE IV. 


The Bishop shall preside in the Convention; but, when absent, 
the President shall be chosen by ballot from among the clerical mem- 
bers of the Convention. 


ARTICLE V. . 


The Convention shall be composed of the clergy officiating in the 
parishes in this Diocese ; and also of such clergymen as are employed 
as instructors in any incorporated seminary of learning in this Dio- 
cese; and of missionaries officiating in this Diocese, under the direc- 
tion of the ecclesiastical authority of the Diocese; and of ministers 
whose age and infirmities prevent the exercise of their clerical func- 
tions; and of chaplains of the army and navy of the U. States belong- 
ing to this Diocese; and also of Lay Delegates, not exceeding four, 
from each parish in union with this Convention, who shall present 
certificates, signed by the Wardens or the parish Clerk, that they are 
duly chosen. 


ARTICLE VI. 


New parishes may, by a vote of this Convention, be admitted into 
union with it, on presenting written evidence, under the authority of 
the Wardens and Vestry, that'they are duly organized, and accede to 
the Constitution and Canons of the General Convention, and also of 
the Convention of this Diocese. 


ARTICLE VIL. 


The Convention being duly organized, the members present shall 
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business; and upon all 
questions the members shall deliberate in one body, and in voting; 
shall vote by individuals. But if in any case it be required by any 
three members, the two orders shall vote separately ; and in such case 
the laity shall vote by congregations; and the concurrence of both or- 
ders shall be necessary to constitute a decision. 


ARTICLE VII. 


The Secretary shall be chosen by ballot from among the members 


‘ 


~ 


Appendix. AQ 


of the Convention, and he shall remain in office until the next Con- 
vention, and until the appointment of a successor. 


ARTICLE IX. 


_ A Treasurer, who shall be a layman, shall be elected annually, and 

shall continue in office during the pleasure of the Convention. It 
shall be his duty to render to the Convention an annual report, in writ- 
ing, of his doings, and of the state of the treasury. 


ARTICLE X. 


A Standing Committee, consisting of three clergymen and three 
laymen, who shail be communicants of this Church, shail be appoint- 
ed by the Convention annually, and shall continue in office until the 
election of a new committee. They shall keep a record of their pro- 
ceedings, and shall report the same to the Convention at its annual 
meeting. A majority shall be a quorum for all purposes, except those 
for which the Canons of the General Convention require a larger 


number. 
ARTICLE XI. 


Deputies to the General Convention shall be chosen by ballot at the 
annual meeting next preceding the meeting of the General Conven- 
tion, and shall continue in office at least three years. The clerical 
deputies shall be nominated by the clergy, and the lay deputies by the 
laity ; and the persons so nominated shall then be chosen by a con- 
current vote of the two orders. Should any delegate decline such ap- 
pointment, he shall, within one month after his appointment, so in- 
form the Bishop, or, (if there be no Bishop,) the President of the 
Standing Committee ; or, should any lay delegate be deceased, due 
notice shall be given accordingly by the Rector of the parish; where- 
upon the Bishop, or (if there be no Bishop,) the Standing Committee, 
shall forthwith provide a substitute. 


ARTICLE XII. 


Whenever the Episcopate shall become vacant, the Standing Com- 
mittee shall call a special Convention, to be held in the city of Provi- 
dence, within three months after such vacancy shall have occurred, 
and shall give written notice of the same, at least four weeks previous 
to said meeting, to each parish in union with the Convention. The 
Convention, thus assembled, may immediately proceed to the election 
of a Bishop, or make any other provision for the episcopal supervision 


of the Diocese. 
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ARTICLE XIMl. 


The election of a Bishop shall proceed in the following manner :— 
The two orders having separated, the clergy shall appoint, by ballot, 
a person for that office ; whereupon their choice shall be made known 
to the order of Lay Delegates ; and, if approved of by them, the can- 
didate so appointed shall be declared to be duly elected. In any such 
election, a majority of each order shall determine the choice. 


ARTICLE XIV. 


Canons for the government of the Church, and Rules of Order for 
the conducting of business, may be adopted from time to time by the 
Convention. 


ARTICLE XV. 


The mode of altering this Constitution shall be as follows: A pro- 
position of amendment shall be introduced in writing, and considered 
in the Convention, and if approved of, shall lie over to the next Con- 
vention, and if again approved of in that Convention by a majority of 
the two orders voting separately, the change shall take place, and the 
Constitution so altered, shall be valid and obligatory. 
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CANONS 
‘THE FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 


PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 


NOLDEN AT TRINITY CHURCH, NEWPORT, R. I. JUNE 8 anv 9, 1841. 


CANON I. 
Offences for which Ministers may be tried. 


Disorderly, scandalous, and immoral conduct; neglect of duty; 
engaging in any worldly avocations palpably incompatible with the 
clerical office and the due discharge of pastoral duty ; disregard of the 
Constitution and Canons of the General and Diocesan Conventions ; 
a continued non-attendence at the Annual Convention of the Church 
in this Diocese; disseminating or countenancing opinions contrary 
to the doctrines of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United 
States,—are offences for which a clergyman ought to be censured, 
and for which, when accused, he may be brought to trial. 


CANON IL. 


Mode of trying Clergymen. 


If any clergyman of this Church offend in any one or more of the 
instances enumerated inthe foregoing Canon, complaint may be made 
to the Standing Committee, which shall be done in writing by two 
persons, who shall be communicants, and one of whom shall be a 
presbyter of this Church. 

The Standing Committee, if they deem the charges well founded, 
whall present said clergyman to the Bishop, for trial. 
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The Bishop shall thereupon summon a jury of three presbyters, 
who shall be the judges both of the law and the facts: the Standing 
Committee shall act as prosecutors in the case, and shall give the ac- 
cused a copy of the charges presented to the Bishop, and also sixty 
day’s notice of the time and place of the trial. Neither party shall 
employ a layman as advocate. 

If the accused shall not appear at the trial, the judgment of the 
court shall proceed against him by default, and he shall be suspended 
from the exercise of his clerical functions for the space of six months, 
And if, during that period, he shall not apply for a trial, he shall then 
be degraded from the ministry. 

The judgment of the court shall in all cases be made known in 
writing to the accused, and to the Vestry of his church, together with 
the charges and specifications, and an outline of the evidence pro- 
duced on the trial, if it shall be demanded by the accused, 

If the Bishop approve the judgment, he shall within thirty days, 
proceed to administer the disipline prescribed by the court. 

Should the Bishop disapprove the decision of the court, he may, at 
his discretion, summon a new court, and order a new trial; and the 
judgment of the second court shall be final, and the Bishop shall then 
proceed to execute it as above. 


CANON IL. 
Discipline of Communicants. 


Communicants who shall neglect the holy communion, or an at- 
tendance on public worship, for the space of six months, without a 
reason satisfactory to the Rector of the church, shall be suspended 
from the communion. For any other offences, the manner of disci- 
pline shall be as follows: 

The Rector shal! first admonish the offender; and if there shall, 
within a reasonable time, appear no satisfactory proof of repentance, 
the Rector shall forthwith repel him from the communion. 

In every instance of repelling, the Rector shall give notice to the 
Bishop, (as provided in the 42d Canon of the General Convention.) 
Should the communicant so repelled, appeal! to the Bishop, the Bishop 
shall summon a council of four presbyters, of which he shall be Pre- 
sident, to decide upon the case. Should the council reverse the judg- 
ment of the Rector, the repelled communicant is restored ; and, should 
they confirm his decision, the communicant is repelled. 
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CANON IV. 
Board of Missions. 


The missionary operations of the Church in this Diocese shall be 
conducted by a Board of Missions, to be called the Missionary Con- 
vocation of the Church in Rhode-Island, consisting of such of the 
Clergy in the Diocese, entitled to seats in the Convention, as shall 
pledge to the treasury of the Board, for the missionary purposes of 
the same, an annual sum, equal to at least one tenth of their respec- 
tive salaries. ‘The Board shall report annually to the Convention 
their proceedings, together with an account of their receipts and ex- 
penditures, and a general statement of the condition and prospects of 
their missionary stations. 

The-Bishop of the Diocese shall be, ex officio, President of the Board, 
and no appointment of Missionaries shall be made, unless approved 
of by him, according to the condition of the 30th Canon of the Gen- 
eral Convention. 

Whenever a Missionary is to be employed without a call from the 
parish, the Bishop shall have a concurrent voice in his appointment. 

The Treasurer of this Board shall be a layman of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church. 


CANON VY. 
Beard of Education. 


There shall be appointed annually by the Convention, a Board of 
Education, consisting of two clergymen and one layman, to whom 
shall be intrusted the appointment of young men, to be educated for 
the ministry of the Protestant Episcopal Church. A report of their 
doings shall be presented annually to the Convention, and pledges. 
shall be solicited from the clergy and laity of the several Churches, 
for the objects of the Board. 

The beneficiaries of the Board shall be subject to its direction and 
control, except in those instances when a church or an individual 
shall alone establish a scholarship, contributing a sum not less than 
seventy-five dollars, when the church or individual so contributing 
shall appoint and direct the education of the incumbent. If any 
scholarship so instituted, shall be vacant for the space of six montha, 
the money pledged for its support shall still be paid and applied to. 
the general purposes of the Board. 
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CANON VI. 


Board of Sunday Schools. 


There shall be appointed annually, by the Convention, a Board of 
Sunday Schools of the Church within the Diocese, to consist of two 
clergymen and one layman. The said Board shall organize them- 
selves by electing a Chairman and Secretary, and shall make an an- 
nual statistical report of the Sunday schools within the Diocese, ac- 
companied with such facts and suggestions as they shall deem to be 
interesting, and calculated to promote the Sunday school cause. 


CANON VIL. 
Bishop’s Fund. 


Contributions of the Parishes in this Diocese for the support of the 
Bishop, shall be sent to the Treasurer of the Convention, who shall 
report annually to this Convention. 


CANON VIII. 
Alterations of the Canons. 


Forasmuch as frequent legislation, or any needless fluctuation in 
the rules and regulations of the Church is to be avoided, as being both 
troublesome and dangerous, it is hereby declared that no alteration in 
the Canons of the Diocese shall be made, unless it be approved and 
confirmed by a majority of both orders. 


NOTICE. 


The next Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Churth 
in Rhode-Island, will be held in Zion Church, Newport, on the secs 
ond Tuesday in June, 1844, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

AZEL D. COLE, Secretary of the Convention: 
Woonsocket, July, 1843. 
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